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WELCOME 

We are super excited to launch the first issue of Trailblazer youth! This has 

been a desire on our hearts for quite some time, and now our whole 

family is able to work together to bring to you a faith-filled magazine of 

adventure, exploration, and education for the whole family to enjoy. In 

this first issue we are having fun and drawing lessons out of nature, and our 

prayer is that you will see the benefits of spending time outdoors with your 

family and enjoying Gods creation. 

We would LOVE to hear from you and receive submissions of articles, 

photos, poetry, stories, travel expeditions, books reviews, art work, 

missionary work, bible questions, life questions, etc from the family of 

believers around the world. Our contact details are: 

melissaawde@gmail.com 
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A Year 
 

Another year has met its close 

A new one meets the eye, 

Gleaming on the horizon 

‘Twill rise with the sun of our sky. 

The old is fading with dying glory 

Shall soon be merely a record on page, 

Of a tale of tears, a wild story, 

Or just the bore of another stage. 

A passing birthday’s been and went, 

Another debt of life’s been lent, 

A year of mercies and of love, 

Fresh hope and vision springing up above. 

The darkened clouds of yesterday 

Have drifted on and gone away, 

For sure those billows will return 

The sky shall not be ever blue, 

But know it now that when they do 

They lower not with trials alone, 

But blessings too. 

Now is the time and today is the day 

To mark and make our chosen way, 

History stands unmoving 

To even the wisest mind, 

Future remains opportunity 

To all but the foolish blind. 

We cannot whether great or small 

Change the page of history, 

But this we can or not at all– 

Write the page of history. 

 

What are you writing my friend? 

 

By Joel Afele 
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Thoughts from the Mount of Blessings 

 

These beatitudes are not multiple choice – pick what you like and 
leave the rest. They must be taken as a whole. They describe what 
we should be like as Christ’s followers. 

 

Each beatitude tells how to be blessed. “Blessed” means more than 
happiness. The Beatitudes don’t promise laughter, pleasure, or 
earthly prosperity. To Jesus, “blessed” means the experience of 
hope and joy, independent of outward circumstances. To find hope 
and joy, the deepest form of happiness, follow Jesus no matter 
what the cost. 

 

Jesus said to rejoice when we’re persecuted. Persecution can be 
good because: 

 It takes our eyes off earthly rewards 

 It strips away superficial belief 

 It strengthens the faith of those who endure 

 Our attitude through it serves as an example to others who 
follow 

 

We can be comforted to know that God’s greatest prophets such as 
Daniel, Elijah, and Jeremiah were persecuted. So the fact that we 
are being persecuted proves that we have been faithful; faithless 
people would be unnoticed. In the future God will reward the 
faithful be receiving them into His eternal kingdom where there will 
be no more persecution, tears, hunger, and hatred.  

Jesus said that God’s kingdom is organized differently from worldly 
kingdoms. In the kingdom of heaven, wealth and power and 
authority are unimportant. Kingdom people seek different blessings 
and benefits, and they have different attitudes. Are your attitudes a 
carbon copy of the world’s selfishness, pride, and lust for power, or 
do they reflect the humility and self-sacrifice of Jesus, your King? 

 

 

 

Blessed are the poor in spirit, 

For theirs is the kingdom of 
heaven. 

 

Blessed are those who mourn, 

For they shall be comforted. 

 

Blessed are the meek, 

For they shall inherit the earth. 

 

Blessed are those who hunger 
and thirst after righteousness, 

For they shall be filled. 

 

Blessed are the merciful, 

For they shall obtain mercy. 

 

Blessed are the pure in heart, 

For they shall see God. 

 

Blessed are the peacemakers, 

For they shall be called the sons 
of God. 

 

Blessed are those who are 
persecuted for righteousness’ 

sake, 

For theirs is the kingdom of 
heaven. 

 

Matthew 5:3 - 10 



 

 

 
  

Piña Colada Smoothie by Kasey Duke 
 

A delicious tropical smoothie that is quick and simple to prepare. A Perfect icy treat on a hot 
summer day.  
 
Serves 5  
 
Ingredients:  
 
2 bananas, roughly chopped and frozen  
1 430g can pineapple pieces, frozen  
1 cup ice cubes  
1 400g can coconut cream  
1 cup soy milk  
1 Tbsp honey  
1 tsp vanilla essence  
 
Method:  
Combine all ingredients in blender and blend until smooth. Serve immediately.  
 
 

Recipe of 

the 

quarter! 



  

 

FEATURE ARTICLE 

My Testimony and the Great Australian Bight 

 By  Jessica Granger 

“And they overcame him by the blood of the Lamb, and by the word of their testimony; and they loved 
no their lives unto the death.” Revelation 12:11 
 
I believe personal testimonies are powerful – as the above verse says, they can be used to overcome 
Satan! I’ve been blessed hearing other people’s testimonies. Some have encouraged and inspired me; 
others have given me fresh understanding and insight. Many have illustrated God’s amazing recreating 
power.  
 
But I never felt I had a testimony to share. My life has been pretty simple. I’ve always known about 
God, and committing my life to Him has been more of a gradual process, rather than a road-to-
Damascus experience. There’ve been tougher times, but no more than what many others have been 
through. God’s been there and He’s been good. 
 
While traveling across Australia, a few of us shared our testimonies. When it came to my turn I said a 
few words, second guessed myself, and felt very small. Did I have a testimony? Should I have a 
testimony? Does the fact that I don’t mean I don’t have a relationship with God? 
 
But a few weeks later, we were travelling again, and sharing testimonies once more. This time I had a 
testimony, and I was excited to share. During those weeks, I had remembered something. 
 
When I was younger – maybe pre-teen, I don’t exactly remember – I had the dream of being a 
missionary. Africa seemed to be the place missionaries went, so I decided I wanted to go to Africa as a 
missionary. But when I prayed about it, God gave me the strongest impression that my work was here 
in my own country. There’s nothing wrong with being a missionary in Africa, but I believe God has 
different locations and types of work for everyone. And I believe He called me to work in my country. 
But the question in my mind since then has been, How? Sometimes it seems much harder to reach 
neighbours than foreign tribes. 
 



 

  

Ever since I heard about canvassing, I wanted to try it. Ever since I tried it, I wanted to do more. But it 
wasn’t until halfway through the recent canvassing program I attended I realized: this was it. This was 
reaching out to people in my own country. This was something I could do. This was something I had 
already seen help and minister to people. This was something God had in mind for me all those years 
ago when He told me Australia was my field. Talk about feeling small! I was, and still am, in awe of the 
way God has worked that out. That’s what I was excited to share the second testimony-time we had 
travelling. And that’s why canvassing is important to me.  
 
I also want to add to my previous thoughts about my testimony: I met a lady while canvassing, who had 
questions about God because some of her family members were suffering with cancer, and at least one 
had already died from it. She wasn’t interested in what I had, because it was obviously religious. But 
then I said one line – one line I previously thought was insignificant. I said I’d lost a close family member 
to cancer and struggled with the same questions. Her attitude changed immediately. We were able to 
talk about God and discuss how He could allow tragedy, if He was good. I also mentioned a particular 
book – one I had with me – really helped me, and in the end she said she would get that book because if 
it had helped me maybe it would help her. I was blown away that God had used my story to reach 
someone.  
 
So, I want you to know that if God can use me, He can use you. If you feel like your story is nothing 
dramatic, it can still touch someone; someone will relate to it. Even if you feel like you have no 
testimony, as I did, God is still working in your life. “And we know that all things work together for good 
to them that love God, to them that are the called according to his purpose.” Romans 8:28 
 

~ 
 

Have you ever felt your testimony was insignificant? What do you think about the power of personal 
experience? How do you see God working in your life? 
 

 

Jessica 

This article has been taken from  

http://jessicalg97.blogspot.com.

au the personal blog of a dear 

friend  and extraordinaire writer 

Jessica. Praise God for the talents 

and gifts He gives to each of us 

that we can use for His glory. 

http://jessicalg97.blogspot.com.au/
http://jessicalg97.blogspot.com.au/


Cabinet of Curiosities 

 
  

 

Our family has just come across the ‘Cabinet 

of curiosities’ idea which is also named 

Wunderkammer, Cabinets of Wonder, and 

wonder-rooms. The boys are eager to each 

have one of their own so they are on the 

hunt for a second hand glass cabinet to 

refurbish and start collecting natural 

wonders of our world. We have already 

started a family cabinet and I must say, its 

pretty EXCITING! It’s nothing special, just an 

OLD wooden drawer with wooden dividers in 

it which we have put on its side to stand up. 

At the moment we have an evacuated birds 

nest we found in a tree from our yard, a 

HUGE clam shell which caught our attention 

as we were swimming in the Brisbane river 

recently, shells and rocks from beaches we 

have visited, feathers of favorite birds, and 

pressed flowers from our local area. We are 

eager to find some animal bones, hopefully a 

skull, but will see what we stumble across . 

 

You can collect absolutely anything, there are no rules 

or method. It’s YOUR special cabinet which will develop 

to be a cabinet of memories  where you can be in awe of 

what God has created for you to enjoy and wonder 

about. 

We would LOVE to see what your ‘cabinet of curiosities’ 

looks like and what you are collecting so please send 

through pictures with a bit of information about yourself 

and your collection so we can put it in our next issue.  

Please send pictures to melissaawde@gmail.com 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

     

     My thoughts on “I Will Die Free” 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

BOOK REVIEW 
 

“I Will Die Free” by Noble Alexander with Kay D. Rizzo 

Age recommendation:  17+ (older youth) 

 

“I Will Die Free” tells the remarkable story of a man, who 

determined to remain steadfast to God and fight for his life, 

at the very gates of hell and destruction. Accused of 

conspiracy to assassinate the Communist dictator, this young 

preacher was sentenced to 22 years of his life in one of the 

most inhumane prisons in the world! The story begins as 

Noble Alexander was travelling home late one night from a 

series of meetings. He sees some lights in his rear view 

mirror.  A series of events followed, including investigations, 

questionings, and identification. Before long, he realized that 

this was no ordinary questioning.  It dawned on him that he 

was losing his identity (humanly speaking).  They weren’t 

going to let him go as promised, instead he was sent to 

prison.  

 

Prison life was vile - maggot infested food, forced to work beyond human strength, beat mercilessly, 

starved almost to the point of death, stripped to nothing in the freezing cold, thrown in the 

sewerage; but this man fought to survive and triumph over death, in the very worst of 

circumstances.  

Read the book to find out more!  

 

It was riveting. I’m not an avid reader, but this book just had my attention.  Noble Alexander, a 

missionary in Cuba, sentenced for something he didn’t even do, shows how with God, we can fight for 

victory over all the powers of this world and succeed!!  

“I Will Die Free” is a thrilling story of God working through a man who was willing to do anything for 

Him and who stood to lose absolutely everything in his pursuit of putting God above all else.  

 



 

By Ash Afele 

 
  

What I learnt from it? 

 God can use the vilest, toughest, hard-hearted people to save and comfort His own children.  

 We don’t have to be superhuman; all we need to do is rely on our all-powerful God! 

 Humanity is weak, but the brain has ultimate power of the whole body and God designed us to 
use our minds to accomplish great things for Him.  

 Mistreatment/false accusations/trials all may not seem like blessings, but “I Will Die Free” shows 
how these draw us closer to God as our sole dependency and strength. 

 

 
 “I Will Die Free” is a thrilling story. It proves how with God ALL things are possible. Noble Alexander is 

proof of what every fully surrendered Christian can be, if they are willing to do and to go anywhere for 

God. 

 

Please send in your book reviews to melissaawde@gmail.com as we are always looking out for 

and wanting to share good reading material. 
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GET TO KNOW YOU 

Name: Shanna Duke 
Age: 17 
Where do you live? NSW, Australia 
 
 
So tell us a little about your interests or hobbies... I enjoy canvassing (sharing Christian books door to 
door), encouraging people, music, and learning 
 
Tell us a little about the latest adventure you were on, it sounds super interesting! 
My latest adventure started back in November of last year (2016). A group of ten got in cars and started 
driving across Australia. The trip was such a blessing in that we were able to spend three days sharing 
testimonies, experiences, and blessings from our lives (among other things!) 
Once we got to Perth, Western Australia, it wasn’t just for a holidays – it was for a purpose, a mission. 
We had 5 weeks of varying numbers of participants (up to 30!) to distribute Christian literature, do 
practical helpwork, and share with different churches. “Blessed to be a blessing” sums the adventure up 
very well. 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  

 
 
 
What made you give your life to Christ? 
What made me give my life to Christ was lots of little things and seeing others excited about God. Then 
just purely tasting and seeing that God is good in my own life. 
 
Do you have a favourite Bible passage?  I have lots   One is Isaiah 58 
Why this one? It shoes the importance of practical godliness. We need to be dealing our bread to the 
hungry, and helping those around us – putting self aside. 
 
What do you want to do with your life? Do you have any ambitions? 
I want to be in Gods will. Where that brings me I don’t know, but starting with being faithful in the little 
things. 
 



 

   

DO you have a favourite book.. and why? 
Hymns at Heavens Gates: story of George Greer. It shows what power can be in music and a fully 
consecrated life. 
 
 
What a beautiful thing to witness youth living fully for the Lord and letting HIM guide their steps. Bless 

you Shanna and Thankyou for sharing and inspiring us all. 



 

We hope that you have received a blessing reading 

through this magazine as much as we did putting it 

together. Our youth are truly  inspiring and it is 

evident that God has got His hand in all that they are 

doing… we can’t wait to hear more from other youth 

about the adventures they are having, and if that is 

YOU please send through an email to us. 

 

Send through any comments, magazine entries, or 

photos to melissaawde@gmail.com, we REALLY look 

forward to hearing from you. 

 

May the Lord bless you, guide you, and give you 

adventures!! 

 

The Awde tribe xx  
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