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To Parents:
This book is designed for teenagers, to teach them the great controversy between Christ and
Satan in a simple, readable style. The foundation is the Bible, however, some scenes and all
conversations are imaginary. I have tried to stay close to the facts, but there are points that
are not recorded in the Bible.
Jesus told a number of fictitious parables to teach an important lesson, and although some
people take them literally, most Christians understand that a parable is an earthly story with
a heavenly meaning. Although inferior in every way to Christ’s teachings, it is my hope that
the imaginary scenes and dialogue in this book will be seen in the same light.
A number of names have been used for Christ. In heaven, God’s Son is called Michael.
The Father always refers to Him as My Son or My Son Michael. The angels speak of Him as
our Commander or our Master. He is called the Creator at certain times, as well as the Son
of God. As He is the Creator of Adam and Eve, they refer to Him as father. When the
Son is born into this world, He is called by His Hebrew name Yeshua until His baptism, and
then He is referred to as Jesus.
The children all the way through use the name they
know best – Jesus.
It is a new experience for me to write a book for children, but it has been a delight. As I
have been proofing it, I realise I have moved from childhood language to adult language
and back again, throughout the book. A more experienced writer would not do this, and
would probably make many changes, however, it is hoped that as written it will be a blessing.
To test its readability, it has been read day by day and chapter by chapter to my dear friend
Henrietta in Michigan, United States of America. Although no longer a teen, Henrietta,
92 years young, has encouraged me to continue until the end. In Henrietta’s words, ‘The
book makes each part of the great controversy come alive. It is heart-warming in its
simplicity, yet it doesn’t lose true theology. I found every chapter touching and beautiful.’
I am also thankful that one teen has been willing to read the book as it progressed and she
is still reading. Her early report was, ‘I love your story.’
Parents could read it to younger children, although certain parts deal with heavy subjects,
and as I said, much of it has adult language. If a parent is able to ‘translate’ as they read, a
younger child would understand the story.
My prayer is that every reader will be brought close to Jesus with a desire to be ready to
meet the Saviour when He returns in power and glory. Below is the writer (Oma) with her
granddaughter Summer some years back.

Margaretha Tierney
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The VeryLong Story
This book has Australian spelling of words
It has Orion seen upside-down as a saucepan
It has Australian people – Oma and Summer
It has Australian animals – kangaroo and koala
It has Australian birds – parrots and budgies
It has Australian flowers – hakea

But it has

Jesus

who is for all people
Oma and Summer hope you enjoy everything
Jeannette and Kevin too

Chapter 1

Beyond Orion

Summer is

ten years old. She lives in the hills of the Dandenong Ranges in
Australia. Her home is high above the other houses and she has a lovely view from her
patio.

Dandenong Ranges. Australia

One day Summer asked her grandmother, ‘Oma, how does God talk to us?’ It was a
good question and we spent some time discussing it. To answer Summer’s other
questions, we are going on a journey of imagination to the celestial city, God’s home in
heaven.
It is way beyond our sun and moon, and close to a group of stars called Orion. You have
probably seen Orion on a clear night. In Australia it looks like a saucepan, but when
the right way up in the United States, it represents Orion the hunter.
The three bright stars in a straight line are Orion’s
belt, and the three smaller stars that to us look like
the handle of the saucepan are his sword.
The middle star of the sword is the Great Nebula. It
is not really a star, but a giant passageway studded with
stars that look like shining jewels.

Great
Nebula

Imagine travelling through this beautiful cavern
with twinkling lights all around you. Even though
the stars are out, it is not dark. Light fills the
tunnel, not from the sun or the stars, but from the
nebula itself. 2
Many astronomers who study the stars have
spoken of the magnificence of the Great Nebula.
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Centuries ago, a Russian astronomer said, “Flamma Orions – is dear to me. I love it
– the wonder of the heavens.” 3
Another astronomer said, “The Orion Nebula is incredibly beautiful, an explosion of
glory in the blackness of space.” 4
A book on Astronomy says, “Orion is the most beautiful in the heavens.”

5

http://en.wikipedia.org/orionnebula

Nebula

The Orion

The Orion Nebula

A professor who was able to see Orion through the telescope said, “It seems that I was
looking through the door to infinity and that the celestial city was not far away.”
And he was right – the holy city of God is not far away, in fact, it is at the other end of
the passageway! 7
Imagine travelling through the nebula, past twinkling stars and the radiance that shines
from the nebula, to the holy city, called the New Jerusalem. Even though the Great
Nebula is beautiful, God’s kingdom is far more beautiful.
And there it is --- the heavenly city.
We have never seen such magnificence.
No artist has seen heaven and no painting can give a true picture.
On the next page the artist’s imagination has given us a little glimpse, but when we see
the real heaven, it will be far more glorious, way beyond our imagination.
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The heavenly city has twelve gates, three on each side. Each gate is a beautiful pearl!
Imagine gates of pearl! On earth pearls are made by oysters, but the gates of heaven
are made by God.
In front of the gates is a huge expanse of crystal like a glassy sea. It is beautiful,
glittering in the light shining from the city.
Imagine the city’s foundation, actually twelve foundations, one on top of the other, and
all made of precious stones.
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The first foundation is jasper, a yellow-red gem. How it sparkles. The next is a beautiful
blue sapphire stone.
Giudo Vrola – Dreamstime.com
Giudo Vrola – Dreamstime.com

Alphaluxury – Dreamstime.com

Kaulitza – Dreamstime.com

Other foundation gems are orange, crimson, mauve, brown, red, and golden-yellow.
The twelfth foundation is Summer’s favourite gem, the purple amethyst. Oma’s
favourite is the fourth foundation of emerald, a magnificent green.
So many beautiful, sparkling, precious stones.
In our imagination, let us cross the sea of glass and enter the lovely gates of pearl.
Oh look, the streets are made of transparent gold. We have never seen clear gold.
The precious gems of the foundation sparkle through the golden streets.
How beautiful!
The glory of heaven is far more beautiful than we have ever imagined. It is really too
wonderful to imagine, but God has promised He will take us there if we love Jesus
and live for Him. Then we can see it for ourselves.
But for the moment, let us try and imagine it.
Look, there is a river. Did you know heaven has a river?
crystal. I would love to have a drink, wouldn’t you?

Its water is as clear as

The river flows out of a brilliant light. It is so bright we can hardly look at it. I wonder
why it shines so brightly. Why does the river flow out of a light?
Oh look, there are two trees on either side of the river! No, they are joined together
to make one tree. It is an enormous tree, even bigger than the giant redwoods of
California.
It has lots of fruit on it, all different kinds.
Count them. One – two – three – four…
you guessed twelve you would be right.

How many do you think there are?

If

There are twelve different types of fruit growing on the tree, and they are ready to eat
every month. I wonder which fruit the tree will bear. Apricots? Grapes? Peaches?
Summer, do you have a favourite fruit you would like?
‘Yes, passionfruit.’
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‘Oooh, I love passionfruit too’, agrees Oma. ‘My favourite is mango.’
This is a very special tree -- the tree of life.
Those who eat its fruit will never die. They will never get sick or be in pain. Would you
like to eat the fruit of this tree? If you are faithful to Jesus you will eat its fruit.
There is so much more to see, and we could look around a lot longer, but we need to
travel back through the star-studded Great Nebula to rest a while from our imagination.
Perhaps next time we will find out about the brilliant shining light. Why is it so bright?
Maybe it’s God!
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Chapter 2

The Light of God

S

‘ ummer, we are going to the holy city soon and two other friends are coming with us.
We will meet them at the entrance of the Orion Nebula.’
‘Oh good’, says Summer.
She is very happy to meet Jeannette and Kevin, and after smiles and introductions, they
travel through the Orion Nebula together.
Entering the pearly gates, we walk along the river to the tree of life.
The light is still shining brightly. Even when we turn our heads, the glow can be seen
everywhere. It lights heaven and makes everything sparkle.
Suddenly a voice speaks to us, ‘Hello’. It is an angel, dressed in a long white robe. He
has two big feathery wings.
‘Can I help you?’ he asks.
We turn from the light to see his lovely smile, ‘I see you have been looking at the light of
God.’
‘Oh, is that God?’ asks Kevin.
The angel then explains, ‘The light surrounds God. It comes from Him. He is its source,
like a fountain. He sits on the glorious throne of the universe and the light covers
Him.’
Jeannette asks, ‘Can we see God?’
Our angel becomes very serious and shakes his head.
God you would die.’

‘No earthly children. If you saw

‘How do we know what God is like then?’ queries Kevin.
The angel looks into the distance a moment, then turns to us and asks, ‘Have you seen
our Commander? He is just like God because He is God’s Son.’
Excited the children say, ‘It is Jesus. He is God’s only begotten Son’.
‘Yes’, answers the angel, happy to talk about his Commander.
He continues. ‘When God’s Son went to earth He was given the name Yeshua, which is in
the Hebrew language. In English it is Jesus. But His name was Michael before He went to
earth. He is our loved Commander.’
‘Can we see Him?’ asks Kevin.
Our angel looks at us closely and enquires, ‘Do you love Jesus?’
‘Oh yes’, we all reply.
‘Then I will take you to see Him.’
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Walking the golden streets, we pass beautiful
gardens of flowers. The perfume is so wonderful.
Angels are working in the gardens. They smile as
we pass. Others are walking along the golden
streets or sitting together on the lawn. They all
look so happy.
‘Angel, why do some of you have six wings?’
queries Jeanette. ‘I thought angels only had two
wings.’
He replies, ‘They are called seraphim. They use
two wings to fly, two to cover their faces and two
to cover their feet when they meet with God.’
‘Is it because God is so holy?’ asks Summer.
‘Yes that’s right’, he answers.

Stawell -- Victoria

Ahead are angels sitting on the lawn with a teacher standing before them. Our angel
points to them and informs us, ‘There is Jesus. He is teaching the angels.’
Our hearts are filled with joy.

It is Jesus.

We have read about him in the Bible and in our lesson books, now we can see Him.
The children tell our angel, ‘Jesus is our friend.’
As we come closer, our hearts are overwhelmed with happiness. ‘Oh, He is so beautiful.’
‘If only I could give Him a hug’, whispers Summer.
Our angel tells us to sit quietly with the group of angels, and as we sit down, Jesus looks
at us. He smiles, but continues teaching. Everyone is listening intently to their Teacher.
One of the angels asks, ‘Beloved Commander, tell us again how we angels came to be in
heaven.’
Jesus looks tenderly at everyone seated before Him, and with great love in His
voice says, ‘Dear ones, you are all so very special. My Father and I planned every
one of you. We wanted each of you to be special, so we created you individually,
making you a little different from each other.’
Another angel wonders, ‘Do you know us all as individuals?’
‘Yes my child’, replies Jesus. ‘My Father and I love every one of you as if there was not
another angel in the whole of the universe.’
‘But there are so many of us’, says an angel.
‘Yes’, adds another. ‘There are ten thousand times ten thousand, and thousands of
thousands of angels. How can you love us all individually?’
‘Do you love each of your friends individually?’ asks Jesus.
‘Yes…. we do. Oh Master, you are right. It doesn’t matter how many there are to love,
we still love them as individuals. Thank you. Now I understand.’
The angels all smile at each other, then they look at their Commander and say
together, ‘Master, thank you for teaching us. We love you so much.’
7

Jesus smiles, ‘I love you.’
Walking towards the group is Gabriel, next in authority to God’s Son.
He is a cherub, a special order of angels. He sits close to the Father’s throne.
Jesus turns to greet him. ‘Gabriel, lovely to see you.’
‘Master’, says Gabriel, ‘when you have a moment, would you come and hear the new
hymn I am preparing for our worship hour? It is almost complete, but I need to put the
finishing touches to it. ’
‘Yes Gabriel, I will come.’
Jesus turns to the group of angels and asks, ‘Does anyone have any more questions?’
All the angels shake their heads. Jesus turns to the cherub, ‘Gabriel, shall we go
now?’ They begin walking towards the light of God.
Our angel whispers to us, ‘You can follow them. Walk very quietly, and stay a little
behind as they have important things to talk about.’
Again we walk past the glowing mansions with their beautiful flower gardens, beside
the river bank, past the tree of life, and to the bright light. There we stop and wait to
be told what to do.
‘Gabriel’, says Jesus. ‘I must go and speak to My
Father. We will listen to your new worship song
when I return in a short while.’
Jesus walks right into the light, as if it’s a fluffy
white cloud. He is completely covered by the
light, and we cannot see Him anymore.
Gabriel turns to us.
‘Children’, he advises.
‘Wait patiently for the Master. He will return
in a little while.’
Jeannette says to Summer, ‘Have you noticed
the beautiful music in heaven?’
‘Oh yes, I love it’, she responds.
Image source – Turnbacktogod.com

‘It’s harp music, isn’t it?’
Summer begins to answer, ‘Yes-----’, but is interrupted by Kevin.
‘Angels are practicing their harp music.’

Soon Jesus comes out of the light. His white robe glistens, and His face shines with glory.
The light of God is shining upon Him.
Approaching us, Jesus says, ‘Children, My Father has given a message for you. We will
go with Gabriel and hear his music, then I will give you the message.’
‘Oh…. a message from God.’

8

Chapter 3

The Message from God

Children, come with me and I will give you the message from My Father.’

‘

Jesus takes us to a room where the walls are
made of sparkling diamonds. Beautiful blue
sapphires are scattered around the walls, and
the diamonds reflect the lovely blue of these
precious stones.
Glancing about the room, we exclaim in
delight, ‘Oh how beautiful.’ Comfortable chairs
are ready to sit down.
Jesus sits beside us and says, ‘Now I will tell
you the message My Father gave for you.’
The light writer – Dreamstime.com

His voice is gentle as He speaks.

‘My Father said it would be good for you to hear the true story of the rebellion of
Lucifer, and why he was cast out of heaven.’
‘Ooooh’, the children exclaim together.
Querying them, Jesus asks, ‘Do you know who Lucifer is now?’
‘Yes’, moans Kevin. ‘It is Satan.’
‘That’s right Kevin. It is a sad story.’
Jesus continues. ‘Lucifer was created a very beautiful angel. All the angels are
beautiful, but Lucifer was more beautiful than any other angel. He had a magnificent
voice and could sing the highest notes. His worship songs were beautiful. We loved
him so very much.’
‘Why did he rebel?’ asks Jeannette.
‘This is what My Father wants you to know. Are you ready?
‘Yes, we are ready.’
Jesus proceeds with the story. ‘My Father planned to create a new world with human
beings on it. It is now your home, but then it did not exist. We discussed it in the
heavenly councils. My Father and I met in the light that surrounds the throne. No one
else was there, no other angel, not even Lucifer. Only the Son is permitted to take part
in these councils.’
When Lucifer realised the Father and Son were in discussion about something
important, he became jealous. Later when the announcement was made that a new
world would be created, Lucifer was angry. He wanted to have a part in the creation of
this new world.
‘Did Lucifer tell the other angels he was angry?’ wonders Kevin.
‘No’, replies Jesus. ‘Lucifer did not tell anyone his feelings. Everyone thought he was
happy to hear of the new world, but in his heart, a war was raging.’
9

‘I have a question Jesus’, says Summer. ‘Did Lucifer know he was not allowed to go to the
councils with the Father?’
‘Yes, he knew’, He answers.
‘Then why would he be jealous?’ she asks.
The face of Jesus saddens.
‘He began to think he should sit on the throne
with God, instead of near the throne. His
heart was becoming proud.’
‘Our lesson books tell us Lucifer became proud
because of his beauty’, says Kevin.
‘This is true’, answers Jesus sadly.

Leafsomen –Dreamstime.com

‘He saw his reflection in the shining walls and realised he was beautiful. This made
him think he was better than the other angels, and little by little thought he should
have more power.’
‘Didn’t he know he was beautiful?’ asks Jeanette.
‘Yes’, nods Jesus, ‘he knew, but it did not matter before. His mind was on God and how
to please Him.’
‘Mmmm.’
The children continue listening to Jesus. ‘Every angel is beautiful, and it does not
matter who is the most beautiful. No one thinks about their own beauty. Beauty of
character is what counts. Lucifer forgot this and only thought of himself. He had been
the first of the covering cherubs, very close to the throne. He was created as close as
possible to the likeness of God. A light shone from his face that glowed all around him.
He was leader of the angels, next to God’s Son.’
Jesus becomes very quiet and speaks thoughtfully, ‘We loved him so much. We still love
him.’
Amazed, the children ask, ‘You still love him?’
‘Yes’, He says. ‘We do not like what he is doing, but our love doesn’t change.’
‘Ooooh, your love is so big?’ exclaims Kevin.
‘Yes children, the love of God doesn’t change.’
Standing up, Jesus tells us, ‘You will now be able to hear in heaven’s imagination
what it was like when Lucifer began to feel jealous.’
************
Our minds begin to focus many years earlier when Lucifer came from worship one
evening. His thoughts were new and strange – Did the Father like his worship song?
The angelic choir had joined in the chorus, but his own voice sounded more beautiful
than the combined voices of the choir. Everyone thrilled to hear Lucifer sing.
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Seeing a friend, Lucifer asks, ‘Meilon, do you think the Father and the Son enjoyed my
new hymn for worship this evening?’
Surprised Meilon replies, ‘Of course they liked it. They always do. Why do you ask?’
‘Oh, I just wondered’, murmurs Lucifer.
‘But why would you wonder?’ queries Meilon.
Lucifer backs off. ‘Oh, I don’t know’, he says. ‘Never mind. I am sure they liked it.’
Meilon walks away puzzled.
decides not to think about it.

Why would Lucifer even think such thoughts? He

Later his friend asks, ‘Meilon, did Lucifer ask if the Father liked his worship song.’
‘Yes he did Betil.’
‘Don’t you think it a strange question Meilon?’
‘Mmmm, it is, but let’s not worry.’
Meanwhile Lucifer encounters another friend and puts the same question to him.
‘Yami, do you think the Father and Son enjoyed my worship song this evening?’
‘Sure, they always like your worship songs’, he answers.
‘It would be good if they told me, don’t you think?’ suggests Lucifer.
Surprised Yami cautions, ‘You write your songs as worship, not for your own glory.’
‘Of course. You are right’, agrees Lucifer. ‘Thank you.’
Yami leaves puzzled.
In a little while, Yami joins Meilon and Betil who are discussing the subject with
Caph, Togo and Yosfi.
‘Yami’, asks Meilon, ‘did Lucifer ask you if the Father and Son enjoyed his worship
song? We saw him talking to you just now.’
‘Yes, he did ask me. It seems strange, but I am not going to think about it. Why
don’t we just forget it?’
‘We would Yami’, suggests Betil, ‘but Lucifer seems to be saying the same thing to
everyone he meets. It doesn’t make sense. Why would he do that?’
‘I don’t know’, replies Yami. ‘ Why not ask him?’
Togo volunteers, ‘Alright, I will ask him.’
‘Good idea Togo’, says Meilon. ‘He is your friend.’
Sometime later, Togo finds Lucifer and puts the concern of the angels to him.
‘Greetings My friend. I have a question for you. A few of the angels have told me you
have asked them if the Father and the Son enjoyed your worship song this evening.
Your question puzzles them. Why do you ask?
‘Thank you Togo for coming to me’, answers Lucifer. Togo smiles and listens to Lucifer’s
reply.
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‘There has been a misunderstanding among the angels. I know the Father and the Son
enjoy my worship songs, but that is not the point is it? We are assembled to worship
the Father and His Son, not to glory in my ability to compose the music and write the
words. If you would try and convey my true position to the angels I would be grateful.’
‘Yes, Lucifer, I will do that for you’, agrees Togo.
As Lucifer is a covering cherub next to the Son, and the beloved leader of the angels, it is
very difficult for them to think Lucifer is not being honest. He has been making strange
suggestions for some time, and the angels are puzzled. No one doubts his honesty.
**********
‘Jesus, did you know what Lucifer was doing?’ asks Jeanette.
‘Yes’, He assures her, ‘My Father and I knew.’
The children all ask together, ‘Why didn’t you stop him?’
Jesus answers sadly.
‘Dear ones, you will learn more about it as you come to understand the great
controversy. My Father and I did not leave Lucifer without our counsel. We often
talked to him. We plead with him not to follow the path he was walking, but he would
not stop.
‘Lucifer’s heart was becoming hard, and he would not put his jealous feelings aside. He
wanted to sit at the right hand of God’s throne and have the Son’s power.’
The children look at each other. Their thoughts are the same, and with sadness
they blurt out, ‘But that’s where you sit!’
‘Yes children, you are right. Lucifer wanted the authority of the Son, but not His
character.’
‘What happened then?’ asks Kevin.
Children, you must be tired’, suggests Jesus. ‘It is time you rested. Go back home now
and think about all you have heard. Tomorrow you will learn how Lucifer changed
heaven.’
‘Changed it from being happy?’ queries Jeannette.
Jesus just smiles.

12

Chapter 4

Heaven is Changing

When we arrive at the tree of life, Jesus is walking towards us.
He smiles and greets us lovingly. ‘Good morning dear children.’
‘Hello Jesus’, we all reply. ‘Are we going to the diamond room again?’
‘No, we are going to a garden.’
We begin walking – past the mansions, past angels happily working in the gardens.
Others are playing harps. Heaven is a happy place. We wave as we pass and the
angels wave back with smiles on their lovely faces.
Soon we arrive at a garden with lots of
magnificent flowers.
‘Oooooh, this is lovely’, exclaims Jeannette.
Summer looks closely at one of the flowers. ‘It
has such delicate colours. What kind of flower are
they?’
Jesus tells us they are beautiful begonias.
We sit on the grass and Jesus continues the story
of Lucifer’s fall.

Elmhurst -- Victoria

He reminds us that the Father and His Son did everything they could to help Lucifer, but
nothing made any difference. He was determined to take the Son’s place on the throne.
**********
The angelic host is confused. What is going on? Why is there such confusion?
They do not understand.
One day an announcement is broadcast to the whole universe that every angel must be
at the great hall in three hours.
Artist: Nancy Hamilton-Myers
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No one is to miss this meeting.
Angels immediately stop what they are doing and prepare to go to heaven’s grand hall.
Some are far away on distant galaxies, so they begin at once to wing their way to
the holy city. Angels travel very fast and every angel will attend.
At the appointed time hundreds of thousands of angels are seated in the hall. All is
quiet. Each angel is wondering why they have been called together so suddenly.
Could it be about the confusion? Will they understand after the meeting?
The Father begins to speak.
‘Angels, you have been called to this meeting for a very special purpose --- to
give honour to My beloved Son.’ .
All over the hall angels smile and nod their heads with happy approval. God’s Son is
their loving Commander and they are delighted to give Him honour.
The Father continues. ‘My Son Michael is begotten of His Father. He is not a
created Son. You my dear children are created sons.
My Son has the same divine nature as His Father. We share the throne together.
My Son alone fulfils My will in all parts of the universe. In the heavenly courts,
everything goes through the beloved Son, including the life of each one of you
dear angels. It is through My Son that you are alive and sit here today. You live
because of the Son.’
Every angel listens intently as the Father continues speaking of His beloved Son.
‘Only the Son can fully enter into My plans and purposes. He will use His divine
power in the creation of the earth and man upon it.’
The angels are happy for their beloved Commander and excited that creation of the
new world might begin soon. Lucifer cringes when he hears mention of the new world,
but keeps a smile on his face. Inside he is struggling with his feelings.
The Father then says, ‘Every angel is to regard the Son with equal authority to the
Father. In obeying Michael your Commander, you are obeying Me.’
Again Lucifer cringes in his seat – an absolute ruler is not what he wants.
When the Father finishes speaking, every angel in the vast assembly bows before the
throne.
Lucifer bows with them, but there are conflicting emotions in his heart.
Should he be loyal to God or should he continue his desire to be the supreme ruler?
He feels God’s love and wants to surrender, but pride holds him back.
As the angels return to their occupations, Lucifer walks alone in the glittering halls. He
catches a glimpse of his form in the mirror-like walls and his jealous thoughts return.
I am beautiful, he says to himself.
I want the Son’s power.
I will not submit to an absolute ruler.
I will be the supreme ruler in heaven.
I will sit on the throne of God.
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Lucifer’s decision is made, and he immediately seeks out his friends.
‘Toga, why should the Son be exalted over me?
says to his friend.

I should have equal authority’, he

‘Lucifer!’ replies the angel, rather shocked. ‘What are you saying?’
‘I mean it Toga. Why should the Son be above me?’
‘My friend’, says Toga, ‘you know our Commander is God’s Son.
authority over you.’

That gives Him

‘But I am a son too’, adds the rebellious angel. ‘Why should He be honoured over
Lucifer?’
Somewhat frustrated Togo replies, ‘Because you are created and He is begotten, that’s
why.’
‘Toga, I thought you were my friend’, snaps Lucifer.
‘I am your friend, but you are being unreasonable.’
Lucifer walks off angry that he has received a rebuke.
Toga stands watching him. What has happened to the leading angel? He seems so
different.
Lucifer is determined to go ahead. Now that he has made his first complaint about the
Son’s supremacy, he cannot go back. But, ‘I need to be more careful’, he says to
himself. ‘I need to keep the angels confused so they won’t know who to blame.’
Soon he sees another friend. ‘Dani, can I talk to you?’
‘Sure, what’s on your mind Lucifer?’
‘Dani, don’t you think I should also be honoured with God’s Son?’ he enquires.
‘Oh I don’t know Lucifer’, says Dani.
‘Well I am a son too.’
‘Yes, we are all sons’, replies Dani, ‘but Michael our Commander is begotten of His
Father.’
‘Oh yes, that’s true. Thanks Dani, I appreciate your help.’
Gradually Lucifer has spoken to many angels in a subtle manner, and once again there
is confusion.
‘Betil, what is happening?’ wonders Meilon.
‘I really don’t know my friend’, he replies.
Toga gives a suggestion to his friends. ‘We need to honour Lucifer though.’
‘Yes, Toga’, hesitates Caph, ‘but it seems very strange that Lucifer wants to be
honoured above the Son.
Soon Yami arrives and looking at everyone he states, ‘I think we need to think about
what Lucifer is saying. He might be right.’
‘Yami, how can you say that?’ protests Meilon.
Yosfi wonders. ‘We’ve always trusted Lucifer and it is difficult not to trust him, and
yet I wonder if he can be trusted.’
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Yami repeats Toga’s words. ‘Yes, we must trust him. He is our leader.’
Caph’s mind is in greater confusion, and he stammers, ‘We just don’t know what is
going on. It is all so confusing.’
‘I agree’, adds Betil.
Meilon tries to clear the air. ‘I don’t think anyone is saying we should not trust Lucifer.’
Yosfi agrees. ‘You are right, none of us is saying we should not trust him, but we are
concerned with the confusing things he says.’
‘I agree with you both’, adds Betil. ‘We may be confused, but we certainly don’t
want to have the Son dishonoured, not even by Lucifer.’
‘I say again’, says Yami, ‘we should listen to what Lucifer is saying. We can’t just dismiss
his words. After all, he might be right. If you had a concern you would talk about it,
wouldn’t you?’
‘The problem is’, answers Meilon, ‘Lucifer is not taking his problems to the Father. He
should do that first.’
‘How do you know he hasn’t done that?’ challenges Yami.
‘I suppose I don’t know’, admits Meilon, ’but to have him contradict God is total
disrespect. The Father said publicly His Son is to be honoured, and Lucifer says he
should be honoured instead. How can he be right to say that?’
Yami again corrects him, ‘Lucifer doesn’t say he should be honoured instead of the
Son, but as well as the Son.’
‘That may be true’, Meilon replies, ‘but his manner of speaking is putting himself above
the Son.’
‘Well’, comments Toga, ‘There may be things we don’t know.’
‘That is probably true’, agrees Betil, ‘after all, God is God. There are many things we
don’t know, but there are also things Lucifer doesn’t know, and his thinking might be all
upside-down.’
Caph again voices his doubts, ‘I don’t know what to think with all this confusion.’
‘Just trust God Caph’, replies Meilon.
‘Yes Caph’, advises Betil, ‘never doubt God and His Son’,
‘I go along with Yami’, says Toga. ‘It is wrong not to listen to what our leading angel
says.’
‘Well, you can trust Lucifer if you want to’, adds Dani, ‘but I would rather trust the Father
and His Son. And I intend to continue doing so.’
‘That’s my position’, puts in Yosfi, ‘and no angel is going to move me.’
‘Good on you both’, states Meilon. ‘I will stand with you.’
‘Me too’, agrees Betil.
Caph is still wavering and again voices his concern. ‘I am not sure yet.’
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Yami makes a suggestion, ‘All the information is not in yet Caph, so why don’t you
wait before you make a decision?’
Meilon is not happy with this advice and remarks, ‘As far as I am concerned, I have
made my decision already. I will honour the Son because the Father has said so. You
make your own choices.’
‘Me too’, agrees Betil.
The discussions continue all over the holy city. Many angels are upset. They want
to respect and honour Lucifer, but his questions and statements are confusing.
When Meilon and Betil are alone, Meilon confides in his friend. ‘Betil, I often wonder
how Lucifer, the first of the covering cherubs who sits so close to the throne, could rebel
against God. It seems so impossible, don’t you think?’
‘That’s a good thought Meilon’, replies Betil. ‘I don’t know either.’
Betil continues. ‘Lucifer has everything. The glory of God overshadows him. He is the
leading angel and the master of the angelic choir. He is beautiful and has the most
magnificent voice. What went wrong?’
‘It’s a mystery to me my friend, but I think we need to go and speak to him’, suggests
Meilon.
Betil is in agreement. ‘Yes, it is a good idea. We will do that. Maybe we can help him
change his mind.’
The two angels wait for an opportunity to speak to the rebellious angel.
**********
Kevin has a question. ‘Why is everyone confused?’
Jesus explains.
before.’

‘The angels are confused because they have never distrusted anyone

‘No one ever?’ asks Kevin.
‘No, never’, answers Jesus. ‘It was a new experience for the angelic host, but there is
still no excuse in following Lucifer. They must first doubt God before they believe
Lucifer.’
The children think about these words a moment, then Summer makes a suggestion.
’Jesus, you said if we don’t believe the Father, we will not believe the Son. Is it right to
say that if we do not believe the Son, we will not believe the Father either?’
‘Yes dear one’, responds Jesus.
‘That is absolutely right.
It goes both
ways. The Father and His Son are equal in nature, so to deny one is to deny the other.
The Son was born with the Father’s nature, just like you were born with the same
nature as your father and mother.’
‘Is it wrong to say you are God, Jesus?’ queries Summer.
‘No dear, it is not wrong. Both of us have the same nature, so we are equally God in
nature. But always remember that the Father and the Son are two separate persons.
One is the Father, the other is the Son. Do you understand?’
‘I think so’, she replies.
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‘I have a question’, says Kevin. ‘Who is your mother?’
Jesus smiles. ‘Let me ask you a question. Who was Adam’s mother? And who was
Eve’s mother?’
The children laugh and call out, ‘They didn’t have one.’
‘You are right’, says Jesus. ‘In heaven, God’s Son did not have a mother either, just a
loving Father.’
‘Jesus is God your true Father?’ asks Jeannette.
‘Yes dear, my true Father.’
She continues. ‘That means you were born of Him.’
‘Yes, I was born of Him. That is what begotten means.’
Kevin begins to quote a Bible verse. “For God so loved the world that He gave His
only begotten Son…” That’s what the Bible says doesn’t it?’
‘Yes Kevin.’
‘Will you teach us some more Jesus?’ asks Summer.
‘Tomorrow you will find out more’, answers Jesus. ‘It is now time for you to go back
home. I want you to be prepared to learn lessons about why heaven changed, so before
you go to bed, ask God to help you understand why it all took place.’
‘We will Jesus.’
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Chapter 5

Heaven is a Sad Place

Lucifer is hiding in a quiet place laying plans to win the angels to his side.

He needs

to have a clear method to convince those who are uncertain.
If he is to sit on the throne, he must have supporters surrounding him or he will be
demoted from his high position. Once he has worked out a strategy, he begins looking
for angels to share his complaints.
Cleverly the rebellious angel convinces a few other angels to join him, and little by little
the number grows.
Lucifer becomes bold.
He begins to speak openly against God‘s Son and His holy Law.
Seeing two angels approaching him, he calls out, ‘Ah, Meilon and Betil, two angels I
want to see.’
After greetings, the loyal angels begin uplifting the Son’s authority. They show
Lucifer his error in elevating himself, and try to convince him of his big mistake.
They plead with him to turn back.
reasoning.

But the rebellious angel is unmoved by their

‘Don’t you want your freedom?’ sneers Lucifer.
Meilon and Betil cannot understand his question and respond puzzled,
‘What freedom?’
The rebellious angel is bold in his manner and shouts, ‘You are chained to a law and a
lawgiver.’
‘That is not true’, objects Meilon.
‘It is true. I plan to release all the angels from a task master and impossible rules.’
Meilon and Betil can’t believe they are hearing these words.
they ask.

‘What did you say?’

Lucifer laughs and says in a mocking tone, ‘Don’t you know you are slaves chained to
a law?’
The loyal angels are shocked. ‘Lucifer, we are free because we keep the Law, and
God’s Son is a loving and gentle Commander.’
‘Nooooo. You are wrong’, yells Lucifer. ‘Angels don’t need laws. Our superiority is our
guide’,
Betil is disgusted and protests, ‘God’s Law gives us freedom when we keep it, but you
are breaking it Lucifer. So much for your superiority.’
Lucifer gloats, ‘We can never bring dishonour to God because our thoughts are
holy.’
‘They don’t sound too holy right now my friend’, states Meilon. ‘You are bringing
dishonour to God.’
20

‘Watch your words’, snaps Lucifer.
Meilon and Betil find the conversation unacceptable and begin to walk away.
Lucifer yells after them, ‘I am your leader, and don’t forget it.’
Meilon turns back and says with conviction. ‘Not any more.’
Betil joins him and looking Lucifer in the eye declares, ‘You are no longer my leader
Lucifer. There were no problems in heaven until you began to speak against the Son.
You are the cause of heaven’s confusion.’
‘No’, snaps Lucifer. ‘It is the government of heaven that is the problem, and you are part
of it.’
Meilon is upset and defends God and His throne as strongly as he knows how.
‘The government of heaven is the government of God, and your words show great
disrespect.’
Lucifer is not concerned.
He tries to bluff the angels. ‘I am trying to free you, but you won’t support me.’
Betil says to his friend, ‘Let’s go Meilon. There is no point staying here.’
‘Yes, be gone’, growls Lucifer. ‘You are no use to me.’
Greatly saddened, the two loyal angels leave.
Many are hurting, not only for themselves, but for their beloved Commander. Others
are joining Lucifer, adding to the distress of the loyal angels.
It is not long before Lucifer is heard demanding the angels follow his instructions.
‘You obey me or you will know what’s good for you’, he shouts at one of the angels.
The angel protests, ‘Lucifer, to obey you means to disobey God, and I refuse.’ Harsh and
angry words follow, but the loyal angel stands by his word. He will not follow Lucifer’s
instructions.
Lucifer continues to accuse the Father and His Son of a poorly run universe, telling the
angels they are responsible for causing the problems.
Heaven is no longer a happy place.
*************
‘Jesus, can I ask a question?’ asks Summer.
‘Yes you may’, He replies.
‘How is it possible that the most beautiful angel could turn against you?’
Jesus answers, ‘Lucifer was always free to make that decision. Love must be free.
Lucifer’s rejection of God is called the mystery of iniquity, something you cannot
understand now.’
‘What will happen next?’ ask the children.
‘Watch’, says Jesus.
**************
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The time has come for God to intervene.
Lucifer must be given an opportunity to make his stand public before the family of
heaven.
Another announcement is published throughout the universe.
Again angels fly in from far and near. This time there is a feeling of concern. ‘It must
be about Lucifer.’
Hurrying to the great hall, the angels take their seats and little by little the hall is filled.
Everyone sits quietly. There is a gentle hum of voices, then a hush. The Father is about
to speak.
‘Angelic host, the time has now come for every angel to make a decision. Will
you give the Son His rightful authority? You have all been given the opportunity
to make your decision. To disobey the Son is to disobey the Father. Therefore,
those who refuse to submit to the Son are to stand to their feet.’
The angels look at each other. No one moves. Suddenly Lucifer stands to his feet.
Gasps are heard all over the hall. Angels whisper to each other.
In a loud voice, Lucifer calls out, ‘I will never again subject myself to the Son’s
authority.’
Shocked, many angels begin to weep.
Another angel stands up. Lucifer gloats. He knows he has a following and is confident
others will follow.
Soon more and more angels stand, until hundreds are on their feet.
‘Look’, cries Betil, ‘Yami is standing.’
‘Oh no.’
All of sudden, Toga says, ‘I am going to stand too.’
‘No, Toga, don’t stand.’
‘Yes, I must’, he blurts out, and stands to his feet.
‘Oh, this is so terrible’, weeps Meilon.
Those seated are wiping tears from their eyes.
are sobbing.

Some are weeping quietly; others

‘Look, Caph is standing!’ cries Dani.
‘Caph, don’t stand’, they call. He looks at them, uncertain what to do. Angel after angel
stands.
Soon thousands are standing in defiance.
What a sad day.
When the last angel has stood to his feet, the Father speaks.
‘This is your final decision. If any angel standing wants to change his mind and
give honour to My Son, you may do so now. This is your only opportunity to
repent. There will not be another occasion for you to do this.’
Hundreds of angels sit down, including Caph.
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‘Look, Caph sat down’, cry his friends.
whisper.

‘If only Yami and Toga would sit’, they

The Father waits for silence, then He speaks to those still standing.
‘All who are now standing must understand that their decision is final. There can
be no change once you leave this hall, no matter how sorry you may feel. Do
you all understand?’
Some of the rebel angels call out in defiance. Most simply nod their heads.
God‘s heart is aching, but He must carry out justice.
His righteous character and the government of the universe are being challenged. He
cannot ignore disrespect and defiance any longer.
The Father makes His final statement to the standing angels.
‘All angels standing are to move outside the hall. Those still seated please
remain quietly in your seats.’
It is a noisy exit as one third of the angels leave.
Loud voices are heard. Some angels are laughing.
remain. Others appear thoughtful.

A few ridicule those who

When the doors are shut and all is quiet, the Father speaks.
‘My dear children…. You are sad at this moment. My Son is also very sad.
We are all sad. Let the tears fall, but soon you must dry your eyes, for you will
have a part in expelling from heaven those who stood to their feet. My Son
Michael is your Leader, and He will direct you in removing the rebels. It will be a
battle of strength against strength. And it will be painful my dear children, but
evil must be removed.
Please dry your eyes and listen to My beloved Son, your Commander.
He will give you your instructions.’
************
‘Jesus, were all the bad angels sent away?’ ask the children.
‘Yes dear, not one was left.’
The children are curious, ‘Where did they go?’
Jesus explains, ‘They were sent to an empty planet, one that has no gardens or flowers,
no lovely mansions, no worship halls, no gold or precious stones, no music…’
‘Ooooh, they must have felt terrible’, concludes Summer.
‘They did’, answers Jesus, ‘especially when they heard the music of worship wafting
down from the holy city.’
Sitting with his angels on the lonely planet, Lucifer’s remorse grows stronger and
stronger. It is not long before he sends a message to heaven, ‘Can I speak to the Son.’
‘He didn’t deserve to see you’, says Jeannette. ‘But did you go?’
‘Yes I did. He was sorry and wanted to come back to heaven, but he could not. He
had made his final decision in the grand hall.’
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When told, Lucifer sobbed bitterly. Nothing could be done for him. God’s Son wept
with him.
‘Was there nothing you could do? ’ asks Kevin.
‘No children. Lucifer and his followers had dwelt in the very presence of God. They
knew what they were doing. They made a decision to defy the God of the universe,
and their decision was final.’
Jeannette realises the seriousness of their decision, ‘Ooooh, to disobey is bigger than I
thought.’
‘Yes my dear, it is very serious to rebel against the living God. There is nothing ahead
for them but death.’
‘Why didn’t Lucifer and his angels die?’ wonders Summer.
‘They will dear’, states Jesus sadly. ‘They will one day.’
Jesus is quiet for a time. He then speaks of something quite different.
‘Children, My Father and I wanted to do something to help the loyal angels in their
pain. Everyone had lost friends and they were very sad. We decided to begin creating
your home.’
‘Oooooh, that is good’, chorus Jeanette and Kevin, with Summer joining in. ‘It’s
good. I am glad.’
‘Yes children,’ adds Jesus. ‘The Father and the Son created the earth together.’
The children clap their hands. ‘Did the other world watch too?’
‘Oh Yes’, replies Jesus. ‘The whole universe sang for joy.
will too.’
‘Good… good… good.’
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And tomorrow you

Chapter 6

The Earth is Created

We arrive early at the tree of life and Jesus is waiting to welcome us. ‘Good morning
children.’
After happy greetings, we are taken to another beautiful garden.
magnificent.

The flowers are

‘Jesus, heaven is a wonderful place.’
We relax on the grass. It is soft and lovely.

Stawell. Australia
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The perfume from the flowers fills our nostrils as we breathe in its fragrance.
‘Children’, invites Jesus, ‘look over there and you will see in heaven’s imagination the
creation taking place.’
Suddenly a big ball of water appears in the distance.
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‘Oh look’, squeal the children, ‘It is the earth.’
‘Creation has begun’, smiles Jesus. ‘Now watch
as the waters divide, leaving dry land.’
‘It is amazing.’
‘Oooooh’, exclaim the children.
‘Where did all the water go?’ asks Kevin.
Jesus explains. ‘It filled the lakes and rivers for
drinking water. Some of it went underground.’
Martinam – Dreamstime.com

Kevin is curious, ‘Why did it go underground?’
‘During the night, a mist comes up from the underground lakes and rivers to water
the earth.’
‘Oh’, enquires Jeanette, ‘didn’t rain water the earth?’
‘No dear----’
Kevin interrupts, ‘But Jesus, didn’t the earth once get flooded?’
‘You are right son.
flooded.’

It did not rain until Noah’s day, then the whole earth was

Kevin has more questions, ‘Where did the rain come from then?’
‘Look at the earth again’, invites Jesus. ‘Can you see water above the sky?’
‘Oh yes’, observes Summer. ‘Why is that?’
‘The water kept the earth cool during the day and warm at night. It was like what
you call a terrarium, or hot house. Everything grows fast and luxurious in that type of
climate.’
The children want to know if the water is still up there.
‘No’, explains Jesus, ‘about 1500 years later it fell on the earth, and flooded it.
there is still some water up there. Look again at the earth’.

But

Grass is beginning to grow on the land, and trees shoot out of the ground. ‘Ooooh, this
is wonderful’, exclaim the children. ‘The trees are growing so fast.’
How beautiful the earth looks with its living green carpet and majestic trees, many with
delicious fruit. Blue lakes dot the landscape, and rivers flow softly around the gentle
hills.
‘Now watch the rivers and lakes children.’
‘Oh’, shouts Kevin, ‘there are fish everywhere. Look at them swimming in the water.’

.

The boy’s face beams with excitement.
Suddenly birds appear. They fill the sky with a mass of wings and colour.
‘Look at those big birds’, laughs Summer as she watches them rise high in the sky. ‘They
are now floating in the air. Look, they aren’t flapping their wings. How do they do
that?’
‘It’s called riding the thermals’, replies Jesus. ‘They rest on a current of air.’
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Jeannette loves the brightly coloured birds. ‘Oh, so many colours.’
Birds are everywhere, in trees, on the ground, in the air, all twittering, chirping,
whistling or screeching.
Kevin puts his hands over his ears. ‘It is so noisy’, he complains.
‘The birds are singing Kevin’, laughs Summer.
Jeannette is full of praise for the Creator. ‘Jesus, I am glad you created the birds. They
are so beautiful.’
Much has been created in five days – air to breathe, water to drink, fruit to eat, the
sun to give light and warmth.
The sixth day now begins. It is a very busy day. Animals appear everywhere – horses,
bears, dogs, squirrels, kangaroos, elephants, koalas, lions, tigers, cheetahs, sheep,
cows, possums, alpacas, wombats, echidnas, wallabies, goannas, mice, dogs,
chipmunks, llamas, deer, monkeys, gorillas….. so many, and such a variety of shapes
and sizes.
It is like being at the zoo, except that these animals are all gentle, and only eat grass
and leaves.
‘Children, I am going down to your beautiful new home to make someone very
special.’
‘We know who it is’, squeal the children . ‘It’s Adam.’
‘You are right. Watch very closely, and you will see the first man created.’
‘He is made from the dirt’, offers Jeannette.
Heaven’s imagination now allows the children to watch the formation of a man from
the dust of the ground.
As God’s Son begins to form the first human being, Kevin calls out, ‘Jesus is making
a sandcastle man.’
When the creation of Adam is complete, Jesus leans over his face and breathes into his
nostrils, giving him the gift of life.
‘Look’, the children call out, ‘Adam is sitting up and looking at Jesus. It is amazing.’
Summer then notices something special.
beautiful light shining around him.’

Pointing to Adam, she says, ‘He has a

**********
The newly created man stands up. He rejoices in being alive. ‘My father, life is
wonderful. Thank You for creating me.’ These are Adam’s first moments. He has so
much to see and learn.
The Creator smiles at His new creation.
‘Adam, the sun is going to go out of sight soon. You will call it sunset. When the sun
sets it is the end of the sixth day, and a new day begins.’
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Adam watches the sun drop below the horizon. It is his very first sunset and he is
amazed at its beauty.
(It is possible there were no sunsets without the atmospheric conditions of today)
‘Oh father, the colours are glorious.’
‘I am glad you like it dear child, you can see it again tomorrow.’
Adam is amazed. ‘Every night I can see this?’
‘Yes, every night…. and every morning’, says the Son.
Adam is thrilled. ‘What a wonderful way to begin and end each day’, he exclaims.
‘Adam, now that the seventh day has begun, you are privileged to be a part of a very
special day. My Father and I are going to bless this day. Our work of creation is
complete and we will rest on this day and sanctify it. It is a holy day from the time
the sun goes down on the sixth day until it goes down on the seventh. Adam, we are
now in the hours of the seventh day.’
‘What will we do on this day?’ queries Adam.
The Son explains. ‘On the first part of the day you will sleep because it will be night time.
In the morning when the sun rises, it will be the daylight hours of the Sabbath. My
Father has asked me to spend the whole day with you. No work will be done, but we
will talk and sing together about God’s creation.’
‘Oh, that will be wonderful.’ Adam is so happy.
The Creator continues. ‘Yes, and I will show you two trees in the centre of the garden.
One you can eat, the other you cannot. You will see these things in the morning.’
*************
The girls have a question for Jesus.
Summer speaks on behalf of her friend. ‘Jeanette and I want to ask you something.’
It is something they have both noticed. ‘All our books draw Adam naked. But we saw
him covered with a beautiful light.’
‘Yes’ answers Jesus, ‘this is true.’
‘I noticed it too’, remarks Kevin.
‘You are all observant’, says Jesus. ‘Most people think Adam and Eve were completely
naked, but they were not. They were clothed with the light that surrounds My Father.’
‘Oh the bright light?’ ask the children.
‘Yes, the light surrounding My Father is His Spirit. When Adam was created, He was
given this Spirit. It was in His mind and heart and it shone out as a heavenly garment.
All created beings are clothed with God’s Spirit.’
‘Even the angels?’ puts in Kevin.
‘Yes, the angels and all the unfallen worlds are clothed with the light that surrounds God.
One day, if you are faithful, you will be clothed with it too.’
The children are excited to think they too can be clothed with the light of God.
Summer then remembers a question she wants to ask, ‘Oh Jesus. Did you spend the
seventh day with Adam?’
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‘Yes Summer. My Father and I rested on this day and blessed it. This made it a very
special day. Adam spent the day learning many things about My Father, about heaven,
about the universe. We walked in his garden and enjoyed the beauty of creation.
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It was a blessed day, and children, you can be blessed on this day too if you will spend it
with God, reading your Bible, and enjoying the beauties of nature.’
‘But Jesus’, asks Jeannette, ‘will you be with us?’
‘My Father and I cannot be with you in person, but we will be with you in Spirit.’
Kevin queries, ‘Does that mean the light of God?’
‘Yes’, says Jesus. ‘These are all good questions, but you must get your rest now. You
want to be ready for tomorrow when Adam begins his first work.’
‘Oh, does Adam work?’
‘You’ll see.’
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Chapter 7

Adam’s First Work

The next morning Adam and his Creator watch the sun come up together.

It is a

wonderful start to the first day of the week. The sunrise is glorious.
After singing praises to God, Adam is given his instructions for the day.
‘Son, today your work will be to name the animals.’
‘Oh, that will be interesting my father,’ he responds.
The Son then explains that each pair of animals will be brought to him, and Adam is to
name them after their kind. ‘It will be a time for you to get to know all the created
creatures.
‘Will I name the birds and fish too?’ asks Adam.
The Son smiles, ‘Yes, but of course you will have to go to the lakes and rivers to name
the fish. They will come to you at the edge of the water.’
Adam is excited, ‘Does this mean I will meet every animal on the earth?
‘Yes, you will’, He answers. ‘Soon the animals will have young ones and earth’s
population will increase. Then there will be too many for you to get to know them all.
In the meantime, enjoy their company.’
Adam looks forward to beginning his work.
The Creator walks among the trees while Adam waits. He can hear his father’s voice
calling an animal. ‘I wonder what type it will be’, he thinks.
Soon the first two animals emerge.
‘Oh’, exclaims Adam. ‘How beautiful you are.’ He runs his hand through the mane of
the male and says, ‘I will call you lions. How strong you are. You are the king of the
beasts.’

Danox – Dreamstime.com

‘I

will enjoy this work’, says Adam to himself.
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He watches the lions disappear into the greenery, and then two tall and graceful
animals walk towards him. Adam is charmed. He gently touches their noses and rubs
his hands across their backs. ‘I will call you horses. You are beautiful.’ The horses
neigh happily.
As Adam watches them leave, two little creatures run up to him and just as quickly
jump into the nearest tree and swing from branch to branch.
‘Oh, you little monkeys.
Just as suddenly, two graceful animals land in front of Adam. He is startled. ‘Oh…..’ he
laughs. ‘You surprised me. I didn’t expect animals to fly, but how beautiful you are.
Your wings are like burnished gold. You look like birds. I will call you serpents.’
The serpents rise into the air. Adam watches as they fade into the distance. ‘Wow,
what a spectacular animal is a serpent.’
At the end of the day, Adam realises he has not seen all the animals.
‘My dear father, it has been a wonderful day, but we are nowhere near finished. I
haven’t seen all the animals yet.’
‘There is no hurry son. Just get to know the animals and enjoy them. You have all the
time in the world.’
Day after day Adam meets the animals.
dreams are sweet.

Each night his sleep is peaceful and his

One morning there is a loud flapping of wings and two very big birds fly towards
Adam.
‘Oh hello.’ They land on the grass in front of him.
‘You sure have strong wings. I am certain you can fly very high. I will call you eagles.’
The eagles rise from the ground, flying higher and higher. Adam calls out as they fade
from his sight, ‘You are king of the birds.’
In a moment, the air is filled with brightly coloured birds, large and small. They sit on
Adam’s arms and his head. ‘Hey, come off my head so I can see you.’ The birds fly
around in delight and Adam has a great time with them.
‘I am going to call you all parrots, yes, parrots.’
colours. ‘You are all so beautiful.’

Pworadilok – dreamstime.com

Adam is thrilled with their lovely

Pworadilok – dreamstime.com
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Many other parrots arrive, all beautiful in their own
way.
Some are very large and others quite small.
Two smaller birds Adam names budgerigars. He
often calls them ‘budgies’ or ‘love birds’.
The days pass quickly. Every moment is filled with
joyful friendship, not only of the creatures, but also
of the Creator.
Adam walks with His Creator across the meadow to
the river. Two fish are called and immediately they
swim to the bank.

haveseen – dreamstime.com

Adam greets them, ‘Oh hello.’ He puts his hand in
the water and touches their shiny fins. ‘I will call you
salmon.’
In a flash, they disappear in the clear
water.
Some days later, Adam and His Creator stop at the lake.

www.dreamstime.com

A little way out the noses of two very big fish
peep above the deep water.
Adam calls to them, ‘Hello big fish, I will call you
whales’. The whales dive into the water and wave
their tails happily for Adam.

shereeloane 2014 - dreamstime.com

Finally the work is complete. It has taken many
weeks, but Adam is happy. He has named every
type of animal, bird and fish and has introduced
himself to every creature on earth. They are now
his friends.

After worship that evening, Adam has a question.
‘My father’ he asks, ‘all the animals, birds and fish have mates. They all came two by
two. Why do they have a friend the same as they are, and I don’t?’
The Son smiles.
‘Adam, it is something I wanted you to see for yourself. Now that you have noticed, you
are to have a surprise. It will be very special and I know you will love it.’
‘Will it be a mate for me?’ asks Adam.
‘Yes, my child, a special mate in your likeness.’

(Many people believe Adam and Eve

Adam is excited. ‘When will I receive it my father?’ he asks.

were both created on the same day

‘Would you like it tomorrow?’

not possible. Adam first named the

‘Oh yes please.’

have a mate. Naming the animals

‘Tomorrow it will be then.’

do not know how long)

just before the Sabbath, but this is

animals, then he realized he did not

would have taken some time. We

Adam lies down for his rest with happy thoughts of the morrow.
The Creator bids him farewell until morning.
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Chapter 8

A Surprise for Adam

The next day, Adam is woken up by His Creator. ‘Oooh, I must have slept in.’
‘Yes my son, you need to wake up.
enjoy it all day.’

I want you to have your surprise early so you can

‘Oh my surprise, yes.’ Adam is excited.
God’s Son explains what will happen. ‘Adam, you will go to sleep and I will take a rib
from your body to make a wonderful mate for you. She will wait for you to wake up.
Adam lies down and is soon fast asleep.
forms a lovely lady to be his help mate.

The Creator takes a rib from his side and

She is also clothed with the robe of light.
When Adam wakes up his mate is standing before him.
‘Ooooh’ he says. ‘Ooooh, you are sooo beautiful. You are bone of my bone and flesh of
my flesh. You are a woman because you were taken out of man.
I will call you Eve
because you are the mother of all living.’
Eve smiles shyly at Adam.
‘Eve, I am so happy to have you as my helper.’
She just keeps smiling.
The Creator then explains, ‘We are going to have a very special ceremony now that will
make you husband and wife.
In a moment angels will be here to celebrate your
marriage.’
As He speaks, six angels arrive, one carrying a harp.
‘Adam, you know Meilon and Betil don’t you? I will introduce them all to you both.’ The
angels are introduced to Adam and Eve – Meilon, Betil, Caph, Yosfi, Dani and Yitzac.
The ceremony proceeds with the gentle melodious sound of Meilon’s harp in the
background. The angels sing a lovely song and then the Creator pronounces the man
and the woman a married couple.
‘Adam, Eve is your wife, and Eve, Adam is your husband. You are to be true and faithful
to each other all the days of your life.’
The newlyweds are then given the day to enjoy themselves and get to know each other.
Adam takes his wife’s hand and together they walk through the garden. ‘Eve, this
garden is our home. It is called the Garden of Eden. We will live here.’
‘Oh Adam, it is beautiful.’
‘Yes’, smiles Adam, ‘and Eve, you are beautiful too.’
‘Thank you my husband. I love you. Our Father is so good to make me for you, and to
give us this beautiful garden for our home.’
‘Come, I will introduce you to my animal friends.’
He leads her to the stately pair of horses. ‘They are tall aren’t they Eve?’
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‘Oh yes, and beautiful’, she says, gently rubbing their noses.
Walking a little further, they see an elephant. ‘Oh, he is big’, exclaims Eve, touching his
side. ‘His skin is tough.’
It is exciting for Eve, as this is her very first day. She is seeing everything for the first
time. The birds are whistling and chirping in the trees. She is charmed by it all.
‘Look Eve, there is a kookaburra. All the birds
whistle or chirp, but he is a strange bird. He
laughs.
‘I will see if he will laugh for us. ‘Kookaburra,
will you laugh for us?’
‘Ooaa, aaaa, aaaa, ooaa, aaaa, ooaa, aaaa.’
‘Oh he is funny’, laughs Eve. ‘He makes me laugh
too.’
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Adam points to a strange animal. ‘Look at that animal. He doesn’t walk or run, he
hops. It is a kangaroo.’
‘Come kangaroos. Hop to us.’
‘Oh yes, they do hop’, laughs Eve.
‘Kangaroos have very strong tails’, explains Adam.
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Their tails help them to hop’, he explains, ‘and they can balance on their tails and kick
with their back legs.’
‘Their tails must be very strong.’
‘Oh look’, declares Adam, ‘there are my friends the serpents.’
‘Are they birds? asks Eve.
‘No, they are animals’, he explains.
‘What beautiful golden wings they have, so shiny. See how they glow in the sunshine.’
While Eve is admiring the serpents, something flies past
her so fast she can hardly see it. ‘Oh, what bird was that?’
she asks.
‘It was a butterfly Eve.’
‘A butterfly. It is so pretty. Look there is another one.’
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The butterflies flit around Eve, and she is filled with delight.
‘Oh Adam, aren’t the colours magnificent?’
‘Look my husband, it is on my hand. You are so lovely butterfly.
God’s creation.’

Oh Adam, I love

‘Yes Eve, it is wonderful’,
agrees Adam.
‘It is now the cool of the
day and we are going to
meet our Creator for
worship.
Then you will
see something extra special
as the day ends.’
‘Oh Adam’, she bubbles with
excitement, ‘I can’t wait.’
Leerobin -- www.dreamstime.com

When God’s Son arrives at the garden, the newlyweds are waiting to meet Him.
Their hearts are joyous and their faces glow with happiness.
‘Dear father, we had a wonderful day’, says Eve. ‘Adam showed me the beauties of
the garden and I met many interesting animals and birds. The serpents are beautiful
creatures. Their wings are amazing when they are stretched out. And the peacocks.
They have magnificent wings too. I love all of your creation, especially the butterflies.
One rested on my hand. Thank you for creating everything my father.’
‘I am glad you like it all my child’, He replies.
After worship Adam takes Eve to the edge of the garden to give her the surprise he has
promised.
‘Eve, sit here and look at the sky. Watch and you will see the colours change.’
The two sit quietly watching the sky. Gradually brilliant colours span the heavens.

(As said earlier, they may not have had sunsets like this back then)

‘Oh Adam’, cries Eve. ‘It is so beautiful.’
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Little by little the colours change again, and the happy couple find themselves lost
in the glory of Eve’s first sunset.
**************
The children are smiling when Jesus meets them. They have seen the beautiful sunset
too.
‘Everyone is happy’, comments Jeannette.
‘Yes children, Adam and Eve are very happy.’
‘But we haven’t forgotten Lucifer’, reminds Kevin. ‘What is he doing now?’
Sadly Jesus replies, ‘Lucifer is with his evil angels on the desolate planet planning what
he will do to destroy the happiness of Adam and Eve.’
‘Oh no’, cry the children out loud.
‘Yes’, says Jesus. ‘It is very sad to think about what will happen.’
‘Is there nothing you can do?’ Summer asks.
‘Adam and Eve will be warned of Lucifer, but it is up to them to continue trusting
and believing the Word of God.
If they doubt My Father’s Word, they will fall for
Lucifer’s trap.’
‘We know what happens’, claims Kevin.
‘Yes, you do’, agrees Jesus, ‘but you need to watch carefully when you are given a view
of it because there are lessons you can learn so you will not fall for the devil’s lies.’
The children tell of their desire to be true to God and His Son. ‘We will watch carefully
because we never want to be deceived by Satan.’
‘Dear ones’, advises Jesus, ‘your only safeguard is to know the Bible.
authority.’

It is your

‘I don’t have my own Bible’, admits Kevin. ‘Dad reads his Bible to me.’
‘How can we understand by ourselves?’ asks Summer.
‘As children you must be taught. However, if there is no one to teach you, take a Bible
from the shelf and pray that God will help you understand what you are reading. Just
read a few verses and think about what they say. As you get older, you will understand
more, but only if you keep reading and asking God to help you.
‘Listen carefully to the warning tomorrow.’
‘We will.’
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Chapter 9

Adam and Eve are Warned

After singing worship songs and rejoicing in their Creator, God’s Son says to Adam and
Eve, ‘Dear children, I have something very serious to tell you.’
The happy couple become very quiet, wondering what could be serious in such a
beautiful world.
‘You need to know dear ones that there is an enemy who hates God’, He says.
Adam and Eve gasp.
‘Yes, he hates the Father, he hates the Son, and he hates you.’
‘Oh, how could he hate me’, asks Eve. ‘I don’t even know who he is.’
‘Yes, it seems very strange.’
The Son then explains the fall of Lucifer. ‘The enemy was once a beautiful angel by the
name of Lucifer. He rebelled because he was jealous of the Son’s position in heaven.
He wanted to sit on the throne and be the ruler. Sadly he convinced a third of the
angels to rebel with him, and they were all cast out of heaven. They now live on a
planet from where they are able to watch you.’
Eve catches her breath. ‘Oh no.’
‘Can they come here my father’, asks Adam.
In serious tones, the Son replies, ‘Not at this moment, but they will be permitted in one
place in the garden. If you obey all My counsel you will be safe.’
‘Oh, we will always obey’, offers Eve.
‘Come dear children, I need to show you something very important. Adam you have
seen it, but I need to show Eve.’
The Creator leads Adam and Eve towards the centre of the garden, and they stop at the
tree of life.
‘This tree’, He says, ‘will maintain your lives. You can eat of it freely, as well as all the
trees of the garden. But there is one tree from which you cannot eat.’
‘Oh’, exclaims Eve.
‘It too is in the centre of the garden’, says God’s Son.
He points to the tree, saying, ‘That is the tree over there. It is the tree of the knowledge
of good and evil, and you are never to eat its fruit. It might look good, but you are not to
eat it. Do you both understand?’
‘We will never eat its fruit’, promises Adam.
‘No’, adds Eve, ‘we will never eat it. And I won’t talk to a fallen angel, ever.’
‘Eve’, counsels the Son, ‘Lucifer will not appear before you as an angel. He will disguise
himself.’
Eve is concerned. ‘How will I know it is Lucifer?’
‘Do not come to this tree as this is the only place Lucifer will be permitted to
tempt you.’
37

Eve nods her head. The Creator continues, ‘Stay with Adam dear Eve.
words always and never eat the fruit of this tree.’

Believe My

‘We won’t’, say Adam and Eve, meaning every word.
The warnings continue. ‘If you eat the fruit of this tree, you will die.’
‘What does it mean to die?’ asks Adam.
God’s Son speaks seriously, ‘It means your life will cease forever.’
‘Oh, where will we go?’ queries Eve.
‘You will become the dust of the ground.’
‘The dust of the ground?’ asks Eve in amazement.
Adam turns to her and says, ‘That is what I am made of Eve.’
‘But I am not’, she exclaims. ‘I am made from your rib.’
‘Eve’, explains the Creator, ‘you are made from Adam’s rib, but the rib was made from
the dust of the ground. So you will turn to dust as well.’
‘Ooooh, it sounds terrible’, cries the woman, with tears in her eyes.
‘It is terrible Eve.’
‘I don’t want to turn back to dust of the ground’, says Adam.
‘Dear ones, it doesn’t need to happen.’
‘No?’ wonders Eve.
‘No. If you always obey the Word of God, it will never take place.
‘We won’t eat the fruit of this tree my father’, assures Eve.
‘No, we will never eat it’, adds Adam.
When Adam and Eve have gone to prepare for their rest, God’s Son stands in the centre
of the garden a moment. He knows what will happen, and it breaks His heart to think
of all the sadness they will encounter in the future.
***********
‘Jesus’, the children ask. ‘Why did you put the tree in the garden?’
‘My children’, explains Jesus, ‘love must always be free.’
‘What do you mean?’ asks Kevin.
‘It is because of the fall of Lucifer that the tree is necessary’, He explains.
‘Everyone must have a choice. Lucifer made his choice. Now Adam and Eve must make
their choice. Tomorrow you will see who Adam and Eve obeyed -- God or Lucifer.’
‘I know’, says Kevin.
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Chapter 10

Earth’s Sad Day

Adam and Eve are very happy in their garden home, and every day they make sure
it is neat and tidy.
The animals play freely among the trees. Many have become special friends. Eve
especially loves the koalas and the coloured parrots.
Adam is very fond of the horses. Sometimes climbs on their backs and takes a ride.
Elephants wander through the garden.
step on the flowers.’

Eve greets them gently, ‘Be careful not to

Ararat. Australia

Eve loves the flowers, especially the roses. It is a joy for her to wander among them,
gently touching their delicate petals.
The perfume is so beautiful. She could stay with the roses for hours.

Elmhurst. Australia
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‘Eve’, calls Adam. ‘Where are you?’
‘I am here dear Adam, with the roses. Come and see them. They are so beautiful.’
‘Eve, it will be Sabbath soon’, reminds Adam. ‘We need to go to our place of worship.’
‘Yes Adam, I will come now.’ Eve leaves the roses and together they walk to their
meeting place.
‘You know Eve, you are like a rose to me.’
‘Am I my dear? I don’t smell like one’, she teases.
‘Ha ha, Eve’, laughs Adam. ‘No you don’t, but to me you are just as beautiful.’
‘Isn’t our Creator wonderful in giving us each other?’ she says with a smile.
Eve continues. ‘I watched you wake up from your sleep when I was created, and you
were surprised when you saw me.’
‘Oh yes’, replies Adam, ‘I was very surprised because you are more than I ever dreamed
of having for a companion.’
**********
‘Jesus’, asks Summer, ‘how long did Adam and Eve live in the garden before they ate
the fruit?’
Jesus smiles.
‘Some people think it was the day after they were created, but this is not so. They
lived in the garden a long time before they sinned.’
‘I wish the sad day never came.’ sighs Jeannette.
‘Look at the garden now’, invites Jesus, ‘and you will see what happened.’
***********
‘Eve’, says Adam, ‘look at the baby koala.

It rides on its mother’s back.’

‘Oh, you are so cute’, she replies. ‘Will you
let me cuddle your baby?’
Adam explains to Eve, ‘The koalas only eat
eucalyptus leaves and nothing else.’
‘Oh’, replies Eve. ‘Well, the leaves smell
lovely in the morning when the dew is on
them, so they probably taste good too.
Adam, I am going to the roses again.’
‘Okay my dear.’
Suddenly a butterfly flies past Eve.

Ho
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‘Oh butterfly, don’t fly away’, but the butterfly doesn’t stop. Eve follows it calling,
‘Come back butterfly, come back.’
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When the butterfly reaches a little grove of trees, it stops.
‘So many butterflies here’, thinks Eve. ‘It looks like a meeting
place.’
Looking around she sees a lovely green object hanging on a
branch.
‘I wonder what it is? It is so beautiful. Oh there are lots of
them. They have gold spots on the side ridge. So pretty.’
Eve then sees one that really fascinates her.
Hwongccl – Dreamstime.com

She looks at it closely.
‘It looks like it has a butterfly in it.’
begins to move.

Soon the chrysalis

‘Oh, it looks like the butterfly is coming out.’
‘I must go and find Adam. He will want to see it.’

StevenrusselsmithPhotos
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‘Hello Eve’, greets a voice.

Eve jumps in fright. ‘Oh, who is that?’ There is no answer.

‘That’s strange’, she thinks.

Eve knows it is not Adam or their Creator. It doesn’t sound like any of her angel
friends.
Who is it?’ calls the woman.
Curious to find out who is speaking to her, Eve wanders among the flowers. Before she
realises it, she is in the centre of the garden, right in front of the tree of knowledge of
good and evil.
‘Oooh, I must not stay here’, Eve tells herself.
‘Hello Eve’, says the voice again.
‘Where are you? And who are you? she asks.
The voice is persistent. ‘I am in the tree.’
Eve looks at the tree of knowledge of good and evil.
shiny wings glint in the sunlight.

She can only see a serpent. Its

‘Eve, you are very beautiful’, flatters the voice.
Puzzled, she replies. ‘Thank you, but who are you?
Without identifying himself, the voice asks, ‘Eve, has God said you must not eat of every
tree of the garden?’
Without thinking, Eve answers. ‘We can eat of all the trees of the garden, but of the
fruit of the tree in the middle of the garden, God said we must not eat it, or touch it, lest
we die.’
‘Ye shall not surely die’, says the voice.
‘I won’t?’ asks Eve.
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The voice continues. ‘God knows that in the day you eat of it, your eyes will be opened, and
you will be like God, knowing good and evil.’
‘Oooh.’ Eve looks at the fruit. It is so appealing, but God said not to eat it. ‘If it will
make me wise’, she says to herself, ‘then it can’t hurt me’. Eve wonders why it has
been forbidden. She almost makes a decision, but hesitates.
‘Come on’, tempts the voice, ‘Take one.’
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The next moment, Eve walks over to the tree and picks a piece of fruit. Holding it in her
hands she stares at it.
‘Why not take a bite?’ lures the voice.
Her decision is made, and she takes a bite.
‘There you go’, gloats the voice. ‘It tastes good doesn’t it?’
‘Mmmm’, agrees Eve. ‘I will take one for my husband. He will want to eat it too.’
Picking the fruit, the woman hurries away.
Eve is excited. ‘Adam’, she calls. ‘Adam, where are you?’ The woman runs to find her
husband.
‘Adam, look what I’ve got for you.
Eve cannot stop talking. ‘Adam, look…. I picked the fruit and it will make us wise….
and it tastes good…. and Adam I feel really good now….’
‘Eve, slow down’, he says. ‘Where did you get that fruit?’
‘Someone gave it to me Adam.’
‘Who?’ he asks.
‘I don’t know’, replies Eve. ‘It was a voice talking to me. He said the fruit would make
me wise. It looked delicious so I picked one and ate it. This one is for you.’
Adam’s face pales. His lips quiver.
‘Eve, you didn’t pick fruit off the tree of the knowledge of good and evil did you?’
‘Yes I did’, she says. ‘A serpent was in the tree. I know serpents can’t talk, but I heard
a voice coming from the tree. I didn’t see anyone, but the voice said the fruit would
make me wise. So it must be good fruit.’
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‘Eve, you promised never to eat that fruit.’
‘I know I did Adam, but I didn’t die, so it must be good.’
‘Eve, you will die. Oh Eve!’
The thought of losing Eve breaks Adam’s heart.
Tears stream down his face as he
laments. ‘Eve, I don’t want to lose you.’ His wife stands looking at him.
‘Eve, my beautiful Eve’, he weeps, ‘you will die.’
Suddenly Adam makes his decision. He will eat the fruit, rather than lose his precious
Eve.
‘Give me the fruit Eve’, he says sharply.
Adam quickly takes the fruit from her hand. He puts it to his mouth and takes a bite.
Suddenly a sense of chilliness creeps over them both.
‘Adam, the light has gone’, shrieks Eve in horror. ‘We are naked!’
They look at themselves, fear overwhelming them.
Adam is angry and shouts at his wife. ‘Eve, why did you take that fruit? It was Lucifer
who was speaking to you.’
‘How was I supposed to know?’ she snaps back.
Upset with himself and his wife, Adam reminds her, ‘You were told not to eat the fruit of
that tree. Remember?’
‘Don’t remind me’, she says, irritated that Adam would remind her.
‘If you hadn’t listened to the voice of Lucifer, we wouldn’t be in this mess’, complains
Adam.
‘I didn’t know it was Lucifer’, she insists.
‘But if you hadn’t eaten it we wouldn’t be naked and under the death penalty right
now either.’
‘Don’t blame me, you didn’t have to eat it’, she replies.
‘You tempted me’, retorts Adam.
Suddenly Eve remembers that it will be soon time for worship. ‘Oh no, how can we
meet our father like this?’
‘We can’t,’ says Adam, ‘We need to find some covering.’ Eve looks at the trees. ‘What
about the fig leaves?’
He nods and they begin to pick the leaves.
Eve then makes a suggestion, ‘Maybe God will forgive us?’
Adam is distraught, but her words offer hope. ‘Maybe He will forgive us’, he thinks to
himself. ‘Yes maybe’, he says to his wife, ‘after all it was only a piece of fruit.’
Still lamenting their miserable state, the man complains, ‘Why didn’t you stay with me
Eve? I would have told you it was Lucifer.’
‘Don’t keep blaming me Adam. ‘It wasn’t my fault.’
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Instead of looking forward to meeting their Creator, the couple now dreads His
presence.
**********
‘Jesus’, asks Jeannette, ‘was the fruit an apple?’
Jesus smiles.
‘This is called tradition.’
‘Does that mean it wasn’t an apple?’ asks Kevin.
‘One day you will find out my boy, but not now.’
www.dreamstime.com

***********

As soon as Lucifer has succeeded in gaining victory over Adam and Eve, he rushes back
to his evil angels, calling out at the top of his voice, ‘I won. I won. They fell for it.’
The evil angels gather around their leader.
‘You did it Lucifer. You are clever.’
‘Yes, I am very clever.
needed to pull it off.’

I am glad I did not leave it to any of you. My experience was

‘What now master?’ asks Togo.
‘The earth is now our headquarters and we move in’, he cries out with determination.
‘Ooooh’, the devils shout. ‘Hooray.’
‘Yes, it now belongs to us’, he gloats, ‘and the two humans are our captives.’
‘Do we have to stay at the tree?’ asks Yami.
‘Noooo’, he replies, ‘we can follow them all over the earth.’
‘This should be fun.’
The rebellious angels look at each other with evil smiles. Lucifer becomes serious.
‘Come cohorts’, he says, ‘we need to form plans and strategies to make life difficult for
the humans.’
‘When do we move in?’ asks one of the devils.
Lucifer retorts, ‘I will let you know.’
‘Is it for real we can go to the earth?’ asks another of the devils.
‘Of course it’s for real. God knows I have won, so He has to let us in.’
‘Are you sure master?’ enquires Yami.
Lucifer looks him in the eye and says, ‘Oh yes, I am very sure. Michael and His Father
can only work with good principles, so legally they have to let us claim our victory.’
‘Good thinking’, chorus some of the devils, ‘We can’t wait.’
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‘Patience rebels’, sneers Satan. ‘You can’t go there until I say so.’
***********
‘Children’, says Jesus, ‘Don’t concentrate on the evil of Satan, tomorrow you will hear
some wonderful news.’
‘Oh good.’
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The Good News

Chapter 11
‘

Summer, are you ready to go on our journey. We need to leave now.’

‘Yes Oma, I am ready’, she replies.
We meet Jeannette and Kevin and travel through the nebula to the city. Jesus is
waiting for us.
Everyone is anxious to hear the good news, and Jeannette asks, ‘Where are we going to
hear the good news?
‘Come with Me’, says Jesus. ‘We are going to the light of God.’
Our footsteps follow a well-known path past the beautiful mansions and gardens of
flowers, but there are no angels waving to us. No angels are playing their beautiful
harp music. Strange?
‘Where are all the angels Jesus?’ asks Summer.
‘Come, you will see.’
Arriving at the light of God, we see thousands and thousands of very sad angels.
Many are crying.
Jesus explains that the angels are sad because Adam and Eve have sinned. Their hearts
are aching.
When they arrive at the brilliant light, Jesus enters into it to converse with His Father.
***********
The angels see their Commander enter the light, and while waiting for Him, offer
comfort to each other.
‘It is so sad’, laments Betil.
Meilon can hardly believe the lovely new earth is doomed. Everyone rejoiced to see
the creation. The angels were happy. Adam and Eve were happy.
‘Now………………’

He cannot speak.

‘Oh, if only they had changed their minds like I did and did not eat the fruit’, mourns
Caph.
‘Better still’, adds Yosfi, ‘if Eve had refused to go near the tree at all.’
‘What now?’ asks Dani.
‘I don’t know’, weeps Meilon, finding it difficult to hold back his tears.
‘God said they would die’, puts in Yosfi.
‘True’, says Dani, ‘but I don’t understand what death is. Does anyone else?’
‘No’, sighs Betil, ‘except that they will cease to exist.’
Suddenly the angels see their Commander coming from the bright light. They can
not see Him fully, but His face is sad.
‘Oh dear’, groans Yosfi, ‘our Master is not happy.’
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‘What does it mean?’ queries Caph. No one has any answers.
‘Look’, says Meilon, ‘He is going back.’
Again Michael enters the light to converse with His Father. The angels continue to
wonder what is happening. Soon He comes out again, but remains partially hidden. His
face is still sad.
The Son pauses a moment, then goes back into the light of God for the third time.
The angels are very concerned.
After what seems a long time, God’s Son is seen coming out of the light. He can
now be fully seen. His face is calm and relaxed. He stands before His angelic
children and announces the good news of the gospel.
‘My dear angels, I have good news for you. The children of earth will have a second
chance.’
Joyful songs fall from the lips of every angel. But He has not finished.
‘Children, your Commander will take the punishment for earth’s children.’
‘The punishment?’ whispers Meilon to Betil.
The angels look at each other. Have they heard their Master correctly?
‘But isn’t the punishment death?’ they call out softly.
Jesus replies, ‘Yes My children. I will take the penalty of death for the earthly children.’
‘Nooooo’, cry the angels in fear and dismay.
‘No Master, not you.’
Betil calls out, ‘Master, let me take the punishment.’
Other angels offer their lives, but God’s Son puts His hand up for silence.
‘My children, an angel cannot take the death penalty for another. Only a person
above the Law can take the punishment for the broken Law, and that One Person is
God’s Son.’
Weeping breaks out among the angels.
Although they don’t fully understand death, they know it is evil. Their Commander is
loved too much to allow Him to suffer and die.
‘Dear ones’, continues the Son, ‘you must accept the plan of My Father. Receive
His decision and rejoice that earth’s children are to have another chance to live, and
one day they will eat of the tree of life.’
The angels lovingly accept the plan of redemption, and in thankfulness give praise to
both the Father and the Son. Their lovely voices blend together in sacred song, filling
heaven with joy once more.
**********
‘I have a question’, says Summer.
‘Yes my dear’, replies Jesus.
47

‘Why did you go into the Father three times?’
Jesus explains. ‘It was very difficult for My Father to accept the plan of redemption.
We had made a covenant way back in eternity, and the Father knew He must stand by
it. He struggled between love for His Son and love for His earthly children. It was so
hard for Him to think that either His Son would die, or His earthly children would die
without hope.’
‘And now we have hope’, put in the children.
‘Yes’, continues Jesus, ‘all earth’s children have hope if they will accept the sacrifice
made for them. Never forget this dear children. My Father struggled greatly
because of love.’
Jeannette asks, ‘Is this why love must be free?’’
‘Yes, you are right’, responds Jesus. ‘It was not only because Lucifer rebelled that the
tree had to be put in the garden, but because it cost so much for My Father to give His
Son for the human race.’
‘And Jesus’, says Summer, ‘I know you died on the cross, so it cost a lot for you too.’
‘Yes, dear child. Tomorrow you will watch as Adam and Eve are told of the plan of
redemption.’
‘What does redemption mean?’ asks Kevin.
‘Wait and see’, replies Jesus with a smile.
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Chapter 12

The Plan of Redemption

Once the decision has been made by the Father, God’s Son Michael hurries down to
earth to tell Adam and Eve the good news. They are waiting in the garden, but not
with the joy they once had for their time of worship.
In heaven’s imagination the children can again see the earth and the Garden of Eden.
***********
It is now the cool of the day, the time Adam and Eve meet with their Creator. No one
is there to greet Him.
‘Adam,’ calls God’s Son.
Only the singing of the birds and the rustling of the leaves can be heard.
He calls again, ‘Adam, where are you?’
Slowly Adam ventures out into the open, covered in fig leaves.
him.

Eve hides behind

Adam says quietly, ‘I heard your voice and was afraid because I am naked.’
‘Who told you that you were naked?’ asks the Son.
Adam looks at the ground and says nothing. He is embarrassed and feels dreadfully
guilty.
The Creator then asks him straight out, ‘Have you eaten of the forbidden tree?’
Adam replies, ‘The woman You gave me – she gave me the fruit and I ate.’
‘Eve’, He asks, ‘What have you done?’
‘The serpent deceived me, and I ate it’, admits the woman.
The Creator then turns to the serpent hiding in the bushes, and says, ‘Because you
have done this, you are cursed above every beast of the field. Instead of flying in the air,
you will crawl on the ground and eat dust for the rest of your life.’
He then speaks to Lucifer who is cringing in the shadows. ‘I will put enmity between you
and the woman, and between your seed and her seed; and it shall bruise your head, and
you shall bruise his heel.’
Then to the woman, ‘In pain you will bring forth children, and your husband will rule over
you.’
And to Adam, ‘Because you listened to your wife and ate the fruit of the forbidden
tree, the ground is cursed for your sake. It will bear thorns and thistles, making your
labour hard. You must work the soil for your food by the sweat of your face for the
rest of your life, until you return to the dust.’
Adam and Eve listen in silence.
nothing to say.

They know they deserve their punishment and have

The Creator then tells them, ‘You will both turn to the dust, for dust you are and dust
you will become.’
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He then asks Adam to bring a lamb.
As they kneel beside the young animal, the man and the woman wonder what will
happen.
The Son then explains that Adam must take the life of the animal with a knife.
‘Kill it?’ cries Adam.
‘Yes my son, this perfect and innocent lamb represents the death of God’s Son.’
‘God’s Son!’ Adam is horrified. ‘But You are God’s Son!’
‘Yes my dear’, He explains. ‘God’s Son will take your penalty for sin so that you can live.’
‘Oh, no my father’, cries Eve. ‘We deserve to die, not You.’
‘It is true you deserve to die, but My Father has given you a second chance. This can
only happen if innocent blood is shed. Every sacrifice will remind you of the cost of
disobeying God’s Law in the sacrifice of God’s Son.’
‘My father, I am so sorry I disobeyed’, confesses Adam.
‘And father, I am sorry too’, adds Eve.
giving it to Adam?’

Will you forgive me for taking the fruit and

‘Dear children’, He says, ‘when the blood is shed, you will be forgiven.’
Adam takes the knife in his hand and slays the innocent lamb.
tears.

His eyes well up with

Eve cries openly. She cannot watch the sacrifice and turns away.
The Son of God then makes coats for Adam and Eve from the wool of the lamb. Taking
the fig leaves from their bodies, He puts the pure woollen coats upon them.
‘Dear ones, this coat represent the perfection of the Lamb of God. It is called the ‘robe
of righteousness’ and is the Son’s goodness given to you when you don’t deserve it.
Do you understand my children?’
Adam volunteers. ‘My father, is this right? When I asked you to forgive me, I had to
believe You will pay for my sin with Your own life. When I am sorry and believe, You can
forgive me, and give me your goodness.’
‘Yes, that is right. I am your Saviour.’
The Son then explains, ‘If you always remember that I am your Saviour and love Me, you
will want to keep My Law.’
‘Oh, we don’t want to break it’, cries Adam. ‘We will never eat the fruit of the forbidden
tree again.’
The Saviour stands to His feet and says, ‘My children, you must follow Me out of the
garden.’
‘Where are we going?’ asks Adam.
Knowing it will be very sad for the couple, He says the words gently, ‘You must leave
the garden.’
‘Leave the garden, for good?’ questions Eve.
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Sadly the Son answers, ‘Yes my child. I am sorry, but you cannot go back in the
garden.
‘But why?’ asks Eve. ‘Why must we leave?’
He explains that the Garden of Eden is now out of bounds. ‘You cannot eat from
the tree of life until you are redeemed.’
At the edge of the garden the Son of God commissions two cherub angels to guard the
way to the tree of life. No one can pass the glittering sword that flashes as fire at the
entrance. No human being can enter the garden. No evil angels.
Adam asks a question, ‘Father, what does redeemed mean?’
‘My children’, He explains, ‘God’s Son will come to this earth as a baby. He will live the
life of a child and grow to be a man, but will never sin. Only in this way can He be a
perfect sacrifice.’
‘Like the little lamb’, says Eve.
‘Yes Eve. God’s Son will be the Lamb of God.’
Adam and Eve listen carefully as Jesus begins to explain the plan of redemption.
‘My death will redeem you from the enemy.’
‘What does redeem mean?’ asks Adam.
‘It means to buy back. I will explain it to you with a story. It is like a little boy who
made a boat. He is very proud of his boat, in fact, he loves his boat. He takes it to
the lake to sail, but a strong wind blows the boat far away, too far for him to get it back.
His boat is lost.
One day, as he passes a shop he sees his boat in the window. It has a price of $10.00
on it. How he longs for that boat, but it is a lot of money for a young boy. He
saves hard and one day he is able to put $10.00 on the counter of the shop. ‘I want
to buy my boat back’, he says. With his boat in his hands the boy says, ‘You are
mine twice. First I made you, then I bought you.’
‘Oh that’s a lovely story’, says Eve.
‘It is the story of redemption. First I made you dear children, but you were lost. One
day I will buy you back at great cost.’
Adam nods, ‘Oh, now I understand.’
‘My father, are you going to buy us back from Lucifer?’ asks Eve.
‘Oh no, my dear’, answers the Son. ‘We owe nothing to Lucifer. You see, you broke
the Law of God, and the Law says you must pay a penalty of death.’
‘Oh I am glad we don’t owe anything to Lucifer.’
**********
Summer asks Jesus, ‘It must have been sad for Adam and Eve to leave their home.’
‘Yes, it was’, He responds.
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The children have many questions.
Kevin asks his first. ‘Why could they not eat fruit from the tree of life any more?’
‘Yes, why?’ adds Jeannette.
Jesus explains. ‘It would make sinners live for ever, and there could be no end to the
great controversy. The only ones to receive the promises are those who love God and
obey Him, not those who keep sinning.’
Jeannette comments, ‘Lucifer keeps sinning doesn’t he?’
‘Yes’, says Jesus. ‘Those who follow Lucifer – let’s call him Satan now -- will die and
become the dust of the ground.’
‘What about those who love You and obey?’ asks Kevin.
‘They will become dust too, but one day God will create them again and take them to
the tree of life at the river in heaven.’
‘Ooooh, I want to be one of them’, say all the children.
**********
Meanwhile Satan is sitting alone and thinking deeply about God’s words to the
fallen couple.
He had watched the Son meet with Adam and Eve. He saw the lamb slain.
watched as coats were made and placed upon the couple.

He

‘What did it all mean’, he wonders.
He thinks about the enmity between himself and the woman and between her seed
and his seed. All he can figure out is that he will bruise the heel of the Seed of the
woman, but the Seed of the woman would bruise his head. It didn’t sound good.
Satan did not want his head bruised. ‘More likely crushed’, he says to himself. What
does it all mean?
The more he thinks, the less he understands. It’s too confusing. He says out loud, ‘It
has something to do with the sacrifices. Somehow God will bless humans through the
sacrifices. But how?’
Suddenly a voice disturbs his thoughts. ‘Lucifer, Lucifer’, calls one of the evil angels,
‘The Son has put cherub guards at the gate of the garden. No one can go in there.’
Satan jumps up. ‘What?’ he shrieks.
‘Yes, look. See it glittering.’
‘Oh no. Now we can’t eat from the tree of life and live forever’, he says.
‘But we can still take up residence can’t we?’ asks Yami.
‘Of course we can stupid’, grunts Lucifer.
‘So what does it mean?’ he asks.
Lucifer is angry and spits out the words, ‘It means that one day we will die.’
‘At least we can take lots of others down with us’, calls one of the devils.
They watch as God’s Son leaves Adam and Eve at the gate of the garden.
‘Look’, says Togo, ‘The Son has left Adam and Eve. Does that mean we can go down
there?’
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‘It’s enough for me you rebels’, screams Satan. ‘Let’s go and make life difficult for the
humans.’
***********
‘Now I know why there is so much trouble on earth’, concludes Jeannette.
‘Me too’, adds Kevin.
‘Children, it is time for your rest. Tomorrow is another day.’
Summers puts in. ‘We have more questions Jesus.’ He smiles, ‘Tomorrow.’
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Chapter 13

The Seed of the Woman

Summer and her friends are bright and early the next day.

They travel through
the Great Nebula of Orion, walk through the gates of pearl and along the river to the
tree of life.
Jesus greets everyone with a smile, ‘Good morning children and Oma. Today we are
going to another garden to learn about the Seed of the woman. Follow Me.’
We walk along the streets of gold and breathe in the lovely fragrance of the flowers.
The angels now have happy smiles on their faces.
‘It is good to see the angels smiling again’, comments Summer.
‘Oh yes’, replies Jeannette.
Soon we arrive at the garden where Jesus will
teach us.
‘Oh, look at the flowers’, says Jeannette.
‘Heaven really is a beautiful place Jesus.’
‘Children, the Garden of Eden was created like
this. One day the whole earth will be like the
Garden of Eden.’
‘Oh when’, ask the girls.
Jesus explains. ‘After the second coming,
there will be a judgment, and then the earth
will be renewed.’
‘Will we be able to watch it happen?’ asks Kevin.
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‘Yes, you will’, He replies.
The children reply in unison, ‘That will be wonderful.’
When we are settled on the lawn, Jesus begins to tell us about the children of Adam and
Eve.
‘After settling in their country home, Adam and Eve begin to raise a family.
their first child Cain. He is the first baby they have ever seen.’

They call

‘Eve thinks Cain is the Promised Seed
of the woman, but she is mistaken.
God’s Son would not go down to
earth for a long, long time.’
‘Can I ask a question?’ asks Jeannette.
‘Yes my dear’, answers Jesus.
‘If you were going to save the people on
earth, why didn’t you go down to there
straight away?’
Australian baby
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‘It is a very good question Jeannette. You see, the rebellion of Satan was such a
strange event in heaven that some of the angels were still not sure if God was right.’
Jesus then asks the children. ‘Do you remember that some angels who stood in the grand
hall sat down again?’
‘Yes, Caph was one of them’, says Kevin.
‘Yes, we were all glad he did,’ replies Jesus. ‘But many of the angels who did not
stand were not sure. They were loyal, but they needed to see what type of government
Lucifer would rule if he was given the opportunity.’
‘Is our earth the government of Satan?’ ask the children.
‘Sadly it is’, answers Jesus. ‘You can see what Satan’s rule is like. All the loyal angels
in heaven had been watching earth’s history, and very quickly began to realise that
Lucifer’s rule was not good. When their beloved Commander was put on the cross,
they were totally convinced Lucifer’s government was evil.’
‘Satan killed you, didn’t He?’ says Summer.
Jesus speaks gently. ‘No, my dear. Satan thought He had killed Me, but no one can
take the life of God’s Son. It was given up as a gift to the human race. Do you
understand?’
‘I am not sure’, replies Summer.
Jesus explains further. ‘You can’t make that choice because your life is on loan from
God. An angel can’t make the choice either. Only God’s Son can make that choice
because he has God’s life in Him.’
‘Oh, I remember’, says Kevin. ‘You told the angels only God’s Son could save us. Is this
part of the answer?’
‘Yes, you have remembered well son. The Son of God went to earth to pay the penalty
of death for your sins? We will speak of this again at another time’, smiles Jesus.
***********
As a small child, Cain was taken by his parents to the gate of Eden for worship. Adam
put a lamb on the altar and explained why the animal had to die.
A year or so later, Eve had another baby boy. His name was Abel. His father taught
him the plan of redemption, telling him that sin could only be forgiven by the
shedding of innocent blood.
Eventually the boys grow up and erect altars of their own. Both young men offer
sacrifices of an animal.
Abel loves the sheep and becomes a shepherd. It is his responsibility to provide warm
clothing for the family from the wool of the sheep.
Cain is responsible for growing vegetables for the family table. He takes pride in
producing lovely big potatoes, carrots, beetroot, onions, turnips, silver beet, kale, and
many other varieties. Both boys look after the fruit trees, making sure they are
pruned in season.
One day Cain has an idea. ‘Why should I kill a lamb when I can offer some of my
vegetables?’ As he thinks about it, the more he likes the idea. ‘I am going to offer
some vegetables.’
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One day, instead of taking a lamb to his altar, Cain takes a basket of fresh vegetables.
He puts them on the altar ready to sacrifice.
When Abel walks past Cain’s altar, he wonders what his brother is doing. Is it a
thank offering? But where is a lamb to go with it?
‘Cain’, asks Abel. ‘Are you going to offer a lamb as well?’
‘It’s none of your business’, he replies.
Abel says no more. He prepares his sacrifice and kneels down to pray. Cain also kneels
before his altar.
While they are praying, fire falls from heaven and consumes Abel’s sacrifice.
Cain waits, but nothing happens.
vegetables on his altar.

No fire comes from heaven to consume the

He is angry and yells at Abel. ‘You think you are always right don’t you.’
‘Cain, I am a sinner and need forgiveness. All I did was obey God and sacrifice an
innocent animal. The death of our sacrifices reminds us of the terrible nature of sin, and
why we are not allowed in the garden.’
‘Ha, it’s our parents fault. If they hadn’t eaten the fruit, we would still be there’, snaps
Cain.
‘We can’t blame our parents my brother.’
‘Well, it is their fault isn’t it?’ continues Cain.
‘No Cain, we are offering sacrifices for our own sins, not theirs’, explains Abel.
Mother and father repented and were forgiven through the sacrifice of a lamb in Eden.
We can be forgiven too, but we need to shed the blood of an animal.’
‘These vegetables are good enough’, says Cain as he kneels to pray again.
‘Cain, vegetables don’t shed blood. The sacrifices are symbolic of the death of God’s
Son one day. That is why it is important you offer a lamb. Your vegetables can be a
thank offering if you offer a blood sacrifice with it.’
‘Keep quiet. You always bother me.’
Abel leaves the altar and returns to his sheep.
altar.

Cain is very angry, but remains at his

Soon he hears a voice. ‘Why are you angry Cain?’ He knows it is an angel of God. ‘If
you do well you will be accepted. Sin lies at your door, and it will rule over you.’
Cain becomes even more angry.
He goes into the field where his brother is tending the sheep and in a fit of rage, hits
him very hard on the head.
Abel falls to the ground. When he doesn’t get up again, Cain realises he has killed his
brother. He is horrified and buries him in a rough grave in the ground.
Then he hears the angel’s voice again. ‘Cain where is Abel your brother?’
Cain tells a lie. ‘I don’t know. Am I my brother’s keeper?’
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The angel of God knows Cain’s sin, but asks, ‘What have you done? The voice of your
brother cries to me from the ground.’
Cain hangs his head. He knows he is guilty.
The voice of the angel continues.
‘Cain, in future your garden will not produce big
vegetables like you have been growing. You will now have to work harder, and you will
be a wanderer in the earth.’
Adam’s firstborn is very upset.
He moves away from his family to another part of the earth on the east of Eden.
**********
‘Oh, it is so sad’, say the children.
Adam and Eve lost two sons in one day -- Abel was dead and Cain went away.
‘You can imagine how sad Adam and Eve were when they found Abel buried in a shallow
grave in the ground’, says Jesus. ‘They blamed themselves for eating the fruit in the
garden.’
‘That’s what Cain told Abel’, puts in Jeannette.
‘That’s right’, says Jesus, ‘but Cain was wrong. Adam and Eve just felt bad because
they had committed sin in the garden. It wasn’t their fault that Cain killed Abel.’
‘It was Cain’s fault, wasn’t it?’ says Summer.
‘Yes, Cain made the decisions. He was the one who was listening to Satan.’
‘Jesus, something I’ve noticed’, observes Kevin. ‘The people who listen to Satan talk like
he talks to his angels. He is angry and argues with them.’
Jeannette adds, ‘Yes, and he calls them bad names too.’
Jesus is happy the children are noticing little clues that reveal who is listening to Satan.
‘Children, you have to be very careful because you can fall for Satan’s trap and talk
like that to your Mum and Dad, or your friends.’
The children look at each other.
Jesus continues.
‘When you suddenly realise what you have said, apologise, then go
to a quiet place and ask God to forgive you.’
‘What about the blood? Do we have to sacrifice an animal?’ asks Summer.
‘No’, explains Jesus.
‘Sacrificing animals has finished because God’s Son has already died on the cross. When
you pray, thank God that the blood of Jesus was shed, and He will forgive you.’
Satan had won this battle and killed the son who was to be the second in line to bring
the Seed of the woman into the world.
‘Who will be the one now?’ ask the children.
‘You will find out-----’
Kevin interrupts. ‘I know ---- tomorrow.’
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Before our feet leave the beautiful sea of glass, Jesus reminds us, ‘We won’t be meeting
tomorrow as it is the Sabbath. Spend the day with your family and come back early on
the first day.’
‘We will.’
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Chapter 14

Ancestors of the Seed

As soon as we arrive at the tree of life, Jesus continues the story of our first parents
and their children.
‘Adam and Eve have another little baby. They name him Seth. He is a good boy like
Abel and he loves God. He offers a lamb on the altar and trusts in the coming Seed of
the woman.’
Eventually other sons and daughters are born to Adam and Eve, and it becomes a big
family.
‘I have question from last time’, says Summer. ‘Did Abel’s blood really cry out from the
ground?’
‘Good question’, replies Jesus. ‘No, those words were just telling Cain that God had
seen what happened to Abel. You can say things like that too. For instance, if a friend
stole your favourite book and put it in the rubbish bin, and a family member had seen it
happen, they could say, ‘Your book is crying to me from the rubbish bin.’
‘Oh, I get it’, responds Summer. ‘The book can’t really cry out, but it tells me where
the book is.’
Adam and Eve’s family grows so large that eventually many of their children move to
different parts of the earth. Some decide to follow God’s Law, but most choose to
disobey and do anything they like.
As the population grows, sin becomes an extremely big problem until God is sorry He
has created the earth.
‘Oh no’, exclaims Summer.
earth?’

‘Did God think of destroying everyone on the whole

‘No’, replies Jesus, ‘remember God is love.’
‘What did God do about the sin then?’ asks Jeannette.
Jesus is now very serious.
‘Do you remember what the punishment was for eating the forbidden fruit in the Garden
of Eden?’
‘Yes, it was death’, say the children together.
‘And what did I say would eventually happen to Satan and his angels?’
The children all give the answer, ‘They will die.’
‘Is this why everyone dies?’ asks Jeannette.
‘That’s right, everyone has been born a sinner and so everyone will die. Those who love
God and ask Him to forgive them will still die, but if they have kept God’s Law, they
will be created again one day. Those who do not love God and keep sinning will die
forever. Remember, sin is deadly. It causes death.’
Adam’s family grows bigger and bigger until there are millions of family members
around the earth. Of course they do not know everyone any more, and even forget
they are part of the same family.
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Most do not care about their first father because they want to break the
commandments and sin. Adam sees nine generations and dies at a very old age.
‘Children, these are the nine generations’, says Jesus.
Adam’s son was Seth.
Seth’s son was Enos.
Enos’s son was Cainan.
Cainan’s son was Mahaleleel.
Mahaleleel’s son was Jared.
Jared’s son was Enoch.
Enoch’s son was Methuselah.
Methuselah’s son was Lamech.
Those who loved God and obeyed His Law were very few. It became dangerous for
them, as evil men wanted to kill them.
‘Do you remember who is working behind the scenes to make them so evil?’ asks Jesus.
The children call out, ‘Yes, Satan and his devils.’
‘You are right, and no one can see them.’
‘Oh, are they invisible?’ asks Kevin.
‘Yes’, says Jesus. ‘The evil angels are an unseen enemy. They can appear to people if
they want to, but they choose most of the time to remain invisible.’
‘Ooooh, that makes it really hard, doesn’t it?’ exclaim the children together.
God now has nine men in his line of ancestors for the Seed of the woman -- Adam, Seth,
Enos, Cainan, Mahaleleel, Jared, Enoch, Methuselah, Lamech. The next one is a man
called Noah.
‘Oh, we know Noah’, say the children together.
‘Yes’, replies Jesus, ‘It was so important to protect Noah and his children from the evil
men and women, because the devil was determined to destroy this family. Satan knew
the Seed of the woman would bruise his head one day, and he did not want that.’
‘Is this why God sent a flood?’ asks Summer.
‘Yes, dear one, but not without warning everyone on the earth.’
‘God is good’, acknowledges Jeannette.
Jesus continues.
‘Noah built a boat with the help of his children, his father and his
grandfather. He also warned everyone to give up their sins or they would die in a
flood. ‘Prepare to come in the ark’, he cried to them for 120 years.’
‘Oh, that’s a long time’, says Jeannette.
‘Yes children’, responds Jesus.
‘God never does anything suddenly without warning. Sad to say, most of the people would
not listen to Noah. They laughed and mocked him.’
‘I was just thinking’, says Jeannette. ‘If there had never been any rain, the people would find
it hard to believe there could be a flood. Was this a good excuse for them?’
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‘No’, answers Jesus, ‘it wasn’t an excuse. They knew they should repent, but did
not want to.’
‘But how could they believe a flood would come if it had never rained?’ asks Summer.
‘You are thinking well my child’, replies Jesus. ‘Anyone who refuses to give up their sins
cannot see truth, no matter how hard they try. Those who repent of their sins and are
sorry for sinning will know the truth.’
‘What about those who are not sure?’ asks Jeannette.
‘Some people were not sure’, agrees Jesus, ‘but if they did not get into the ark, what
happened to them?’
‘They drowned’, say the children in unison.
‘Yes’, responds Jesus. ‘Everyone is always on one side or the other. If the people had
repented and stopped sinning, they would have made a decision to get in the ark.
Those who did not repent either refused to believe or remained unsure.’
Summer understands now. ‘So if a person is undecided or doesn’t believe it makes
no difference?’
‘That’s right dear’, answers Jesus.
Jeannette sees the seriousness of it. ‘Making a decision is important isn’t it?’
‘Oh yes. It is a life and death issue.
children?’

Do you know how many went into the ark

‘No’, they admit.
‘Noah and his wife, and their three boys and their wives.
people.’

Eight people. Only eight

‘What about Noah’s father?’ asks Jeannette.
‘And his grandfather?’ adds Kevin.
Jesus replies. ‘They died before the flood.
Methuselah died a very short while
before the rain began to fall. Many people were afraid, but still did not get in the ark.
And something else happened to warn them….’
‘I know’, offers Kevin. ‘The animals came.’
www.lds.org
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‘Yes’, replies Jesus. ‘Imagine watching pairs of animals walk into the ark by
themselves.’ He then adds, ‘Of course loyal angels were leading them.’
‘Why didn’t this make the people get in the ark?’ asks Kevin.
‘I know’, Jeannette calls out. ‘They had not given up their sins.’
‘You are right’, smiles Jesus.
He continues. ‘The people were amazed to see the animals going into the ark and
many began to think Noah might be right. But they did not make a decision. A lot of
people were afraid a flood might come, but they did not want to look silly in front of
their friends.’
**********
‘What if nothing happens?’ asks one of the men at the ark site.
‘We are going to look stupid to everyone’, replies another.
‘I don’t want to look silly’, says a friend.
‘But what if Noah’s is right?’ asks someone else.
‘Noah can’t be right. Where will all the water come from?’
‘Yeh, good point’, laughs someone else. ‘Here is this huge boat and no water to float
it.’’
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‘That’s right’, puts in his friend, ‘that boat’s going nowhere.’
**********
Jesus concludes. ‘Children, God saved Noah and his family from being drowned in the flood.
Satan could not destroy the tenth in the line to bear the Seed of the woman. In fact, he
didn’t destroy the eleventh either.’
‘Oh, who is the eleventh’, ask Jeannette.
‘Noah’s son.’
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‘When you get home, get your Bible out and look it up in Genesis Chapter 5, verse
32.
‘Ooooh, we will.’
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Chapter 15

More Ancestors of the Seed

When we arrive at the tree of life, the children are anxious to tell Jesus they have
found Noah’s son, but there is a problem, he had three sons.
‘Which son is the ancestor of the Seed of the woman? Shem, Ham or Japheth,’ ask the
children together.
‘Shem is the one’, reveals Jesus. ‘He is the father of the Jewish people.’ Commending the
children, He says, ‘I am glad you looked it up in the Bible. The Bible is God’s Book and
it is holy.’
‘Was Jesus a Jew?’ asks Jeannette.
‘Yes, that’s right’, answers Jesus. ‘He was born of the tribe of Judah, which is where
the name ‘Jew’ comes from.’
‘I know the city He was born in?’ laughs Kevin. ‘It is Bethlehem.’
‘You are right my boy, the little town of Bethlehem. It is good to remember these Bible
names.’
‘Who was Shem’s son?’ asks Summer.
‘It is an unusual name. We will add more ancestors of the Seed of the woman and you
will see.’
Noah’s son was Shem.
Shem’s son was Arphaxad.
Arphaxad’s son was Salah.
Salah’s son was Eber.
Eber’s son was Peleg.
Peleg’s son was Reu.
Reu’s son was Serug.
Serug’s son was Nahor.
Nahor’s son was Terah.
Terah son were Abram.
Jesus is happy the children are attentive, and asks, ‘Have you heard of Abram?’
Jeannette volunteers, ‘I have heard of Abraham.’
‘It is the same man’, says Jesus. ‘God changed his name to mean ‘father of many
nations’.’
‘Would the Seed of the woman come through Abraham?’ enquires Summer.
‘Yes dear.’
Jeannette asks, ‘Is Abraham the last generation to the Seed of the woman?’
Jesus shakes His head. ‘No, there are still more generations.’
‘Oh, it’s a long time’, sighs Kevin.
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‘There are many generations dear ones. We will not go through them all, but let us
progress now and later I will tell you. Listen now.’
Abraham’s son was Isaac.
Isaac’s son was Jacob.
Jacob’s son was Reuben, Simeon, Levi, Judah, Zebulin,
Issachar, Dan, Gad, Asher, Naphtali, Joseph.
Jesus stops and waits.
The children whisper to each other and then Jeannette speaks for them all, ‘We
know which one, it’s Judah.’
‘Well done children. Now listen to the descendants of Judah.’
Judah’s son was Pharez
Pharez’s son was Esrom
Esrom’s son was Aram
Aram’s son was Amminadab
Amminadah’s son was Naason
Naason’s son was Salmon
Salmon’s son was Boaz
Boaz’s son was Obed
Obed’s son was Jesse
Jesse’s son was David
Kevin is excited. ‘I know who David is’, he says. ‘David fought the giant Goliath?’
‘Very good’, replies Jesus.
‘We won’t go further with the ancestors of the Seed of the woman children. There are
many more and you probably won’t know any of the names. Counting from Adam to
the mother of the Seed is 76 generations.’
‘Oh, it is a lot’, says Jeannette. ‘It would take ages to say them all.’
‘Yes it would’, agrees Jesus.
Now a question for you to answer.
the Seed?’

‘Does anyone know the name of the mother of

The children are quiet. They look at each other, hoping someone else will know.
Summer is thoughtful and asks a question, ‘Is the Seed a Son?’
‘Yes, the Seed of the woman is a Son’, He answers. ‘If you know who this Son is you
will know His mother’s name.’
Summer says thoughtfully. ‘I think you are the Son.’
‘You are right.’ Jesus smiles.
She adds, ‘And that means your mother is Mary.’
‘Oh, I knew that’, puts in Kevin.
Jesus smiles at Kevin and says, ‘You all did very well to work out who the Seed of the
woman is. It is God’s only begotten Son----’
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Jeannette interrupts, ‘Then you did have a mother!’
Jesus waits a moment, then says gently, ‘Children, there are very big lessons you
need to learn. I will explain some of them to you. You must listen carefully.
‘In heaven God’s Son was born of God the Father. There was no mother, only a loving
Father, who called His Son Michael. When the Son came down to earth to die the
penalty for sin, He had to become a human being. It would not work if He just changed
Himself into a human; He needed to be born of a woman so He could be part of the
human family.’
‘And Mary became your mother’, volunteers Jeannette.
‘Yes dear’, replies Jesus, ‘but only of humanity.’
‘Was Joseph your human father?’ asks Kevin.
‘No Kevin, when I came to the earth to be part of the human family, I did not have a
new father. God is My only Father.’
‘Ooooh, this is complicated’, reasons Kevin.
‘It is children’, agrees Jesus, ‘but you can learn.’
‘I think I understand’, says Summer.
‘I am glad my dear’, He answers. ‘Always remember that God is My Father, whether
I am in heaven or on the earth. Mary just helped me become part of your family.’
‘I understand now’, states Kevin. ‘It’s like if you wanted to be a lion, you would have
to be born to a lady lion.’ Jesus smiles. ‘Yes Kevin.’
‘I understand too’, says Jeannette. ‘In heaven your name is Michael. On earth it is
Jesus.’
‘Yes, I was given the name Yeshua on earth because the Jewish people speak Hebrew,
but in English it is Jesus.’
The children need to progress further in their understanding and Jesus asks, ‘Do you
remember what the Seed of the woman will do?’
‘Die?’ answer the children.
‘Yes’, He replies, ‘but relating to the words given to Lucifer in the Garden of Eden.’
‘Do you mean about bruising his head?’ asks Jeannette. Kevin jumps right in. ‘I think you
should crush his head.’
Quietly Jesus gives a warning, ‘Always be careful with your words Kevin. The devil
is going to die one day and that is his punishment.’
‘Sorry’, says Kevin.
Jesus gently places his hand on Kevin’s head and continues.
‘The words to Satan
in the Garden of Eden were symbolic. That’s like Abel’s blood crying from the ground. It
wasn’t literal, but it meant something. Satan would bruise the heel of the Seed of the
woman, and the Seed of the woman would bruise his head. Those words are not literal,
but they mean something important.’
‘Jesus, if you are the Seed of the woman’, suggests Summer, ‘Satan is going to bruise
your heel.’
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‘And you will bruise Satan’s head’, adds Kevin.
‘Yes, you are both right. Which would you rather – your heel bruised or your head?’ asks
Jesus.
The children call out together, ‘My heel.’
Jesus then explains, ‘This means that what Satan will do to God’s Son is not as bad as
what He will do to the devil.’
‘Oh good’, suggests Kevin.
Summer and Jeannette look at each other, then Jeannette says, ‘But Jesus, the devil
crucified you? That was terrible. How could you do something worse than that to
him?’
‘Remember the words are symbolic’, answers Jesus.
‘I don’t understand’, sighs Kevin.
‘I will make it clearer -- bruising the heel represents the death of God’s Son on the cross.
And bruising Satan’s head represents his death at the end of time.’
The children are puzzled.
‘But they are the same’, declares Jeannette.
‘Yes, both end up dead’, puts in Kevin.
Jesus smiles and says, ‘Are they the same? Think about it.’
quiet. How are they different, yet both die?

The children are

Suddenly Jeannette answers, ‘I know----’
Before she can finish her sentence, Summer states the same, ‘I know too.’
Jesus stops them from saying any more and turns to Kevin, ‘Do you know yet son?’
The boy shakes his head. ‘Think a little longer.’
The girls are anxious to give their answers, but Jesus bids them wait.
Soon Kevin says, ‘I think I know.’
Jesus tells him to whisper the answer in His ear.
‘Mmmm’. He smiles at Kevin and nods, saying to the girls, ‘Alright young ladies, tell
me.’
Jeannette and Summer quickly respond, ‘You came alive again.’
Jesus turns to Kevin and asks, ‘Are they right?’
Kevin smiles and says with a loud voice, ‘YES.’
‘Children, this is enough for today. You have learnt many things. Tomorrow is a
surprise.’
‘A surprise?’
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Chapter 16

Making New Friends

In the morning Jesus asks, ‘Are you ready for your surprise?’
‘Yes’, chorus the children.
‘I’ve been waiting all night’, complains Kevin.
‘Today we are going to a far distant planet, and you will meet a man you may know.’
Kevin is enthusiastic. ‘Oh who?’
Jesus smiles, ‘You will have to wait and see my boy.’
In a moment our feet leave the ground and we wing our way through space.
exciting to pass suns, stars and planets.

It is

After a short time, Jesus draws close to the girls. ‘Are you enjoying the beauty of the
heavens?’
‘Oh yes’, they respond.
Jesus then says, ‘We are nearing our destination. See it over there.’
Gradually our feet drift downward until they touch the soft grass of the planet.
A large group of beautiful people are waiting for us.
‘Blessings my dear ones.’

Jesus greets them lovingly.

Everyone is so happy.
Summer is very curious. She wants to ask a question, but is a bit scared. Finally
she says to the people, ‘Do you mind if I ask you something?’
‘Please do’, they say.
‘Yes, ask your question.’
She hesitates. Everyone waits, wondering what she wants to know.
‘You can ask anything?’ offers another.
Gaining courage, Summer asks, ‘Why are you all so beautiful?’
Everyone smiles. They look at each other. A number people begin to answer, but
stop, allowing friends to proceed.
‘The reason is because we have never sinned’, says one.
‘Never?’ asks Jeannette.
‘No. We have never sinned’, says another.
‘Really, truly?’ suggests Kevin.
The people laugh, and someone replies, ‘Yes, really truly.’
Everyone laughs, including Kevin. Jesus smiles at the people.
Summer has another question.
good and evil?’

‘Can you tell me if you have a tree of knowledge of

The leader of the world steps forward and replies, ‘Yes my child, we have a forbidden
tree, but no one on this planet has ever eaten its fruit.’
Jeannette turns to Jesus and asks, ‘If we had never eaten of our tree, would we be as
beautiful as these people?’
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‘Yes child, you would be’, He responds.
‘Oh, that tree again’, retorts Kevin.
‘No Kevin. The tree is not the problem’, cautions Jesus.
‘I know’, offers Jeannette. ‘We make the choice.’
The leader of the people quietly tells Jesus, ‘Your guest is in the garden of roses.’
Thanking
him, we
magnificent gardens.

walk through

The flowers are just as lovely as the
inhabitants of the planet.
The beautiful people smile and wave
as we admire their flowers.
Among the roses stands a man.
Jesus greets him lovingly, and says, ‘I
have some new friends for you to meet
today – Oma, Summer, Jeannette and
Kevin. They are from your home, the
earth.’
Beaufort. Australila

He smiles and greets us.
Then Jesus announces, ‘Children, I would like you to meet Moses.’
‘Ooooh’, everyone exclaims.
After greetings, Kevin looks at Moses and says, ‘You look different.’
In surprise he responds, ‘Different? Different from what?’
‘Different from the film’, states Kevin.

We all laugh. Jesus looks at the young boy, ‘You must be thinking of the ‘Ten
Commandments’ movie. Is that right?’
‘Yes’, he says.
‘Well young man, this is the real Moses.’
Kevin bubbles with excitement.
‘Children’, suggests Jesus. ‘Let us go over to that big tree and sit down on the grass.
You might have questions to ask Moses.’
‘I have one’, volunteers Kevin.
We all sit down and Moses asks, ‘Young man, what is your question?’
‘What was it like walking through the Red Sea?
around?’
Moses smiles.
Egyptian army.’

Could you see the fish swimming

‘Kevin, you need to remember that we were escaping from the

‘I know’, states Kevin. ‘Pharaoh wanted to take you back to Egypt, didn’t he?’
‘Yes’, continues Moses. ‘It was not a casual walk through the Red Sea where we could
enjoy the scenery. However, many children did call out that they could see the fish.’
‘I’d love to see it happen’, says Summer.
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‘Yes, it was dramatic. God’s power is so wonderful. He parted the water and even
dried the sand so we could walk easily. It wasn’t soft sand castle sand, but hardened
like when the waves recede from the shore, even harder.’
‘Did everyone get there safely?’ asks Jeannette.
‘Oh yes. Do you remember why
pharaoh’s army did not pursue us
straight away?’
‘I know’, says Kevin. ‘God put fire in
front of them.’
‘Yes, that’s right. That fire was God’s
Spirit’, clarifies Moses.
‘Oh’, exclaims Summer. ‘Was it the
bright light?’
‘Yes dear.
During the daytime, it
looked like a cloud that covered us
from the hot sun. At night it changed
to fire, giving us light and warmth.’
‘I didn’t know that’, responds
Jeannette. ‘God is good to do look
after you. He is very kind, isn’t He?’
Moses nods his head in agreement.
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Summer is curious about the light, ‘Can the bright light go anywhere?’
Moses looks at Jesus, signalling for Him to take over.
Jesus explains. ‘Children, the light surrounding My Father is omnipresent. That’s a big
word, but it means He can be everywhere in the universe by the light because it is His
Spirit. The Son also has that Spirit and He was hidden in the cloud.’
‘Oh, so you were leading the people?’ asks Kevin.
Jeannette adds, ‘Why were you in the cloud, Jesus?’
He smiles. ‘If I came to the children of Israel with all My glory they would die.
Before sin in the Garden of Eden there was no need of a covering as Adam and Eve
had the same Spirit in their minds and hearts. Remember you saw it as a garment of
light?’
‘Yes’, volunteers Jeannette, ‘but they lost it.’
‘That’s right’, continues Jesus. ‘The Spirit could not stay with disobedience. When Adam
and Eve repented and asked forgiveness through the blood of the sacrifice, they received
the Spirit again.’
‘Did it shine as clothing?’
‘Good question’, responds Jesus. ‘No, they only received a small amount of the
Spirit.’
Summer wonders, ‘Why could they only have a little bit?’
‘Sin is a big problem’, He replies.
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‘One day sin and death will be destroyed, then all those who love and obey God and
His Son will receive the fullness of the Spirit, and it will shine out as clothing.’
Moses adds. ‘Children, the light of God is not just clothing, it is God’s Spirit, and the
Spirit speaks to us.’
‘Oooooh’, exclaims Kevin.
Summer admits. ‘I did not know God could talk by His Spirit.’
Turning to Oma she says, ‘Remember I asked how God talks to us? ’
‘Yes Summer, I remember. We don’t hear a voice with our ears, but with the mind.
It is very gentle.’
Jesus smiles. ‘Yes, Oma is right. God’s voice is very soft.’
‘Does He whisper?’ asks Kevin.
‘It is different to a whisper. Have you ever done something you know you shouldn’t do,
and inside you knew it was wrong.’
‘Yes’, admits Jeannette. ‘Is that God speaking?’
‘That’s right’, says Jesus. ‘On earth you call it the conscience. But be careful because
conscience needs to be educated in the things of God. Some people have a corrupt
conscience. Others don’t even seem to have a conscience at all.
However, deep
down these people know what is right because God speaks to them until they refuse to
listen.’
‘Children’, says Moses, ‘God speaks through the Bible too.’
‘Oh, how?’ asks Summer.
‘By His still small voice of the Spirit’, says Moses.
Jesus explains.
‘As you read the words, God’s Spirit reveals the meaning.
Sometimes the words are hard and you have to ask God to teach you. He will do that if
you really want to know.’
Moses adds, ‘I did not make up the part of
the Bible I wrote.
The Spirit explained
things to me and I wrote them down.
So when you read the words of the Bible you
have to ask God what He wants you to learn,
and by His Spirit, He will explain them.’
‘Did Adam and Eve have a Bible?’ asks
Kevin.
‘No son, the Bible was not written until many
years later.’
James Steidl – Dreamstime.com

Summer asks another question. ‘Did the Spirit of God tell Adam he should not eat
the fruit?’
‘You are right my girl’, says Jesus.
Kevin leans forward. ‘Why didn’t he listen? He got us into a big mess.’ Summer
continues. ‘I guess it was the same as it is for us. We can say yes and we can say no,
can’t we?’
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Kevin jumps to his feet. ‘If Adam and Eve hadn’t eaten the fruit, we would still be in
the Garden of Eden.’
Moses puts his hand on Kevin’s head and ruffles his hair.
Jesus continues. ‘Remember, it is always your own choice.
heaven is your home. If you choose not to obey----’

If you choose to obey,

‘I know’, interrupts Kevin, ‘you get kicked out.’
Summer says thoughtfully, ‘We will die, won’t we?’
Jesus stands up and takes Kevin’s hand. ‘You are right Summer. It is a death that lasts
forever.’
Turning to Moses, the Son thanks him for spending time with them.
He then tells the children, ‘We must leave Moses now and return to the New Jerusalem.’
‘Oh, I don’t want to go’, complains Kevin.
‘Kevin’, says Jesus, ‘we must go now, but I would like you to do something for me.
Would you ask your Dad to read to you the travels of the children of Israel from the
book of Numbers? I will give you the chapters. Will you do that?’
‘Yes, I will’, he says. ‘Can we meet David next?

The one who killed Goliath.’

‘I am sorry Kevin, no, David is dead. But you will meet a man who didn’t die.’
‘Ooooh.’
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Chapter 17

They did not Die

The children arrive early at the New Jerusalem.

Kevin is anxious to visit the man
who did not die, and as soon as he sees Jesus asks, ‘Tell us who we are going to meet
today.’
Jesus responds with a twinkle in His eye, ‘That’s my secret sonny.’
‘Ooooh, that’s not fair’, scolds Kevin.
‘Come’, invites Jesus, ‘we are going to a mansion.’
Walking through the beautiful gardens, Jeannette and Summer linger among the
flowers.
Jesus walks on with the young boy and asks, ‘Kevin, tell me what your Dad has read
you so far from the book of Numbers.’
‘We have only read the first one about the children of Israel complaining
because there were giants in the promised land.’
Jesus asks, ‘Did they believe God could give them power to conquer the land?’
‘No’, he responds. ‘They said they wanted to die in the wilderness.’
‘What did God say?
Kevin answers with conviction.

‘Okay then, you will die in the wilderness.’

‘And did they?’
‘Yes’ he replies, ‘but it was their own fault.’
‘Remember this story Kevin’, counsels Jesus. ‘And as you keep reading, see if you notice
something important.’
Meanwhile the girls enjoy the beauty of the garden of roses. They stop every now and
then to look more closely at the flowers.
‘Summer, I love it’, says Jeannette. ‘Wouldn’t it be neat to have all these flowers at
home?’
‘Yes’, she replies, ‘I could live among the roses
forever.’
Summer cups a rose in her hands and leans
towards it, ‘You are beautiful.’
Jeannette looks at it closely, ‘I love how the
colours go from white to pink in this one,’
‘Yes, it’s so pretty.’
Looking at the beauty of the flowers makes
Summer feel homesick, ‘I
wish my Mum was here.’
‘Does your Mum love flowers?’
‘Yes’, she replies, ‘Mum likes flowers a
lot. She would love these gardens.’
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‘My Mum does too. We can tell them about it’, suggests Jeannette.
Summer thinks this is a great idea. ‘I am going to do that’, she says.
‘And remember Summer, one day we can live in heaven.

I want to, don’t you?’

‘Yes, and I want my Mum to live here too.’
‘Does your Dad like flowers?’ asks Jeannette.
‘Yes, he takes pictures of flowers for my Mum when he goes away.’
‘Oh, that’s nice. My father grows lots of flowers in our garden. Let’s tell our parents
we want them to live in heaven with us’, suggests Jeannette.
Summer agrees and looks forward to fulfilling her pledge.
Suddenly they hear the voice of Jesus. ‘Yoohoo girls. There are more flowers over
here.’
The girls laugh and happily catch up. After walking past a number of mansions, Jesus
stops at a door. ‘Can you see who lives here?’
Summer reads the golden name, ‘It says Elijah.’
Jesus knocks on the door, and in a moment it opens.
visitors for you.’

‘Hello Elijah, we have some

‘Oh, come on in. Welcome to my home’, he says.
After pleasant introductions, Elijah invites the children to choose chairs for themselves.
Jeannette and Summer head for the same chair. As the girls sink into the softness of
the purple cushions, they cry out, ‘Oooooh, It’s lovely.’ Oma exclaims, ‘It’s like floating
on a cloud.’ Kevin sinks so far into his cushion he can hardly be seen. ‘Hey, where am
I?’ he laughs.
Elijah smiles and turns to Jesus, ‘I thought they would enjoy the chairs.’ Gaining his
composure, Kevin asks, ‘Jesus, you told me that David is dead, but Moses was dead
too.’
Jesus nods His head. ‘Yes, it is true, but Moses was resurrected from the dead.’
‘Oh.’
‘Kevin’, continues Jesus, ‘you are now in the home of a man who did not die.’
Summer looks at Jesus and says, ‘I thought everyone died and turned to dust.’
‘Yes Summer it is true, but there are exceptions. Elijah and Enoch are exceptions.’
Jesus invites Elijah to explain. ‘I was born a sinner like everyone else, but I listened to
the Spirit’s voice and surrendered my heart to God. The Spirit gave me power to
obey God’s Law. It was the same for Enoch. But God had a reason why we did not
die.’
‘What is it?’ asks Jeannette.
‘It has to do with other people who will never die’, he replies.
Kevin is curious again. ‘Oh, who are they?’
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Jesus answers. ‘Dear ones, I will give you a clue. Listen carefully. When the Son of
God returns to earth in power and glory, those who love God will rise out of the
ground young and beautiful. They will come up when the Son calls, ‘Arise, ye that sleep
in the dust.’
‘That will be wonderful’, says Jeannette.
‘Yes, but listen’, counsels Jesus. ‘You are waiting to hear about those who will not die.’
The children listen carefully.
‘After all the faithful dead have been resurrected, those who are alive, who love Jesus and
keep His commandments, will begin to rise from off the ground. Their feet will leave the
grass, and they will meet in the air those who have been made alive. Together they will
go to heaven.’
‘I know, I know’, claims Kevin.
‘Tell me young man’, invites Jesus.
‘Those who are alive when You come back.’
Jesus nods in agreement, but adds, ‘You need to qualify these people because there are
two groups on the earth at the time.’
‘I know’, says Jeannette. ‘Those who love You and keep God’s Law.’
‘Yes, that’s right’, says Jesus. ‘These ones will travel through the Orion Nebula to the
holy city. On the sea of glass they will receive beautiful jewelled crowns and a harp.
Then they will be escorted through the gates into the city to their very own mansion.’
‘Oooooh’, exclaim the children. ‘Will these be some of those mansions?’
‘Yes’, answers Jesus. ‘Did you notice each mansion has a golden name above the door,
just like Eljiah?’
‘No, I didn’t notice’, admits Summer. She looks at Jeannette who shakes her head.
Jesus smiles and explains.
‘These are the names of those who will inherit the kingdom and can eat of the tree of life.
‘Jesus’, asks Jeannette, ‘is my name on one of the doors?’
‘And mine?’ wonders Kevin.
Summer is quiet, and then asks, ‘Jesus is it true you can’t tell us if our names are on the
doors because it depends on whether we love you and keep God’s Law?
‘That’s right my dear. It must be your own decision.’
Suddenly there is a knock on the door.
how wonderful, come in my brother.’

Elijah gets up and opens it, exclaiming, ‘Oh

Elijah turns to those in the room and announces, ‘Everyone, I’d like you to meet Enoch.’
‘Oooh, Enoch.’
The children are happy.
Kevin laughs, ‘We have been talking about you?’
‘Well now’, smiles Enoch. ‘I wonder what you were saying.’
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Enoch sits down and Elijah continues.
that we did not die.’

‘We have just been speaking about the fact

‘I praise God for the privilege of being taken without seeing death’,
states Enoch.
‘Yes’, agrees Elijah. ‘It is the same for me. I praised God all the way.’
Jesus enters the discussion and tells the children that these men and symbols. ‘Elijah
and Moses are symbols of the time when the Son of God will return in power and
glory. Elijah is a symbol of people who won’t die, and Moses is a symbol of those who
are resurrected.’
‘What about Enoch?’ asks Kevin.
Before waiting for an answer Jeannette asks, ‘Is it the same as Elijah?’
Jesus responds. ‘Mmmm, it could be, but no.’
‘It might have something to do with you’, hints Moses.’
‘With us?’ asks Kevin.
‘Yes’, replies Jesus. ‘Enoch’s main symbolism is to represent those who live at the end of
time. That could be you.’
Enoch confirms these words. ‘Children and grandma, living close to God is the key.
After I had Methuselah, I walked closer to God. I wanted to be with Him. I longed to
be close to Him. One day God decided to take me to His home so I would be closer to
Him, and that is what God wants of you all.’
The children are quiet.
Enoch speaks softly, ‘I want to meet you in heaven one day, so will you walk close to God
and Jesus?’
The children nod their heads.
Jesus stands up, and turning to his hosts says, ‘My friends, it is time for us to go. The
children have a lot to think about.’
‘Thank you Elijah and Enoch’, says Summer. ‘I want to meet you in heaven.’
‘Me too’, adds Jeannette
‘And me’, says Kevin.

76

Chapter 18

The Seed Arrives

J

‘ esus, where are we going for our lesson today?’ asks Jeannette.
‘It will probably be a mansion?’ says Kevin.
‘We are not going to a mansion today, but a lovely place. I am sure you will like it.’
Instead of walking past mansions and beautiful gardens, a number of angels meet us.
After introductions, Jesus says, ‘We will go by angelic chariot to our meeting place.’
Suddenly we are whisked away by the angels.
It is hard to tell how they are
supporting us, but we fly very fast above the gardens and mansions, and out the gates of
the city.
‘Oh, we are going to another planet’, calls Kevin, but his voice wafts into space.
‘This must be how Enoch went to heaven’, thinks Summer.
Jeannette waves as her chariot passes Kevin. They are nearing a planet, and in a
moment their feet touch the ground. The children turn to thank the angels, but they
have gone.
‘Where are the angels who carried us?’ asks Jeannette.
Jesus smiles. ‘They have returned to the New Jerusalem.’
‘But we just landed’, says Kevin. ‘How could they go back so fast?’ Jesus smiles at him.
‘Angels travel very fast.’
‘Wow’, says Kevin, as he demonstrates their swiftness with his arms.
The children look around. There is no one to greet them.
Summer asks, ‘Jesus, are there no beautiful people here?’
‘Not at present’, He replies, ‘but they do come here for relaxation. Come, let us
walk.’
We walk towards a forest of giant trees.
‘Oh, these trees are lovely’, remarks Jeannette.
Oma loves the soft green moss around their trunks.
‘You sink into it, like Elijah’s cushions’, laughs Kevin.
‘I have never seen flowers like these before’, observes Summer.
Jeannette turns to Jesus. ‘The flowers are so pretty.
school to relax. It is a beautiful place to rest.

I would love to come here after

Jesus smiles.
When they are all seated comfortably on the soft mossy grass, Jesus tells the children
they are going to discuss the arrival of the Seed of the woman.
‘But first of all we will talk about My earthly cousin, John.’
‘John the Baptist’, suggests Kevin.
‘Yes’, replies Jesus. ‘John was the forerunner of the Seed of the woman. We
will call Him Messiah as this was the title given to the Jewish people. Although John
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‘ and Jesus were cousins, they did not meet until the day Jesus went to the River Jordan
to be baptised.’
‘How did John know it was Jesus?’ asks Jeannette.
‘John had been promised a sign.
Spirit of God would fall upon Him.’

When the Messiah came up out of the water, the

‘It was a dove’, says Kevin.
‘Was it the bright light?’ asks Summer.
‘Yes it was the bright light. God sent some of the light of His Spirit down to Jesus,
and as it came near Him, it took the shape of a dove.’
Summer is fascinated. ‘Oh, can the Spirit make itself into shapes?’
‘God can do anything He wants to’, replies Jesus.
Summer is amazed at God’s abilities.
‘Children, the Spirit is a mystery you cannot understand, but always
remember, it is God’s way to be with His children throughout the universe. Be thankful
that by His Spirit God can dwell in you to give His character and power to obey His Law.’
‘You can be with us by the Spirit too, can’t you Jesus?’ asks Jeannette.
‘Yes dear, the Father and I are one in nature. We work together in all things. My
Father has given Me authority to do many things among the angels, the other worlds,
and especially in your home. By the Spirit I can be even closer to those who surrender
than when I was living on the earth.’
‘What about those who don’t surrender?’ asks Summer.
‘The Spirit works with them too’, says Jesus, ‘but does not dwell in their minds.’
‘You work from the outside?’ suggests Kevin.
‘Yes young man, that’s right. My Father and I plead with the people to surrender.’
‘Jesus, do we have to have the Spirit inside to go to heaven?’ asks Jeannette.
‘Yes my dear’, He replies.
‘Why?’
‘It is a very good question’, responds Jesus. ‘The Spirit prepares you for heaven.
actually changes you on the inside.’

It

‘Does it make us holy like God?’ asks Summer.
Jesus explains. ‘It is only the Spirit that is holy. If you have the Spirit within, God sees
you as holy because He is there. You must keep choosing to let the Spirit work within
you though. Otherwise the Spirit will eventually leave you.’
‘And we will be lost’, volunteers Kevin.
‘Yes, that is right. Always remember the story of Adam and Eve and what happened to
them for one little sin.’
‘Sin is serious, whether it is big or small I guess.’ suggests Jeannette.
The children relax under the big trees.
softness of the grass.
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They lie on their backs and enjoy the

‘Oh, it’s soooo good’, sighs Jeannette. ‘I love
this place.’
‘Look, there’s a butterfly’, says Summer. She
sits up and watches it flit from flower to flower.
Jeannette breathes deeply. ‘It is all so
wonderful.’
Everyone
relaxation.

enjoys

the

time

of
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After a pleasant rest, Jesus announces that they must return to the New Jerusalem.
Angels appear, and soon they are winging their way back to the holy city. They pass
through the gates and their feet touch the banks of the river of life.
Jesus asks the children to sit down on the river bank.
‘Children, I have something to tell you. Please listen carefully. I must leave you now,
but you will see Me in heaven’s imagination in a little while.’
‘Are you going to earth?’ asks Kevin.
‘Yes son, it is now time.’
***********
‘Joseph, is it far to Bethlehem?’ asks Mary.
‘No my dear, not very far. Look, the lights of the inn are just up ahead. We will have a
warm bed for you soon.’
Joseph makes enquiries at the inn. ‘Do you have a room for two?’
‘Sorry. The inn is full because of the census ordered by Caesar.’
‘But my wife is about to have her baby.

Can you please find us a room?’

‘They are all full. I am sorry….. But… perhaps you could sleep in the stable. It has
sheep and cattle, but you can make yourself comfortable on the straw.’
‘Thank you’, says Joseph, and he leads Mary to the stable. Finding a corner away
from the animals, he lays out clean straw and helps Mary lie down.
During the night the Seed of the woman is born.
Mary is so happy. Her little one is a miracle baby. She holds Him close and whispers
softly, ‘The angel said Your name is to be Yeshua.’
Joseph agrees, ‘Yeshua it will be.’
Meanwhile shepherds are watching over their sheep in the field. It is a beautiful night
with the stars twinkling overhead.
‘When do you think the Messiah will be born?’ asks one shepherd to his friends.
‘It should be soon. We have waited a long time.’
‘At least we are in the fields of the right town’, says another.
‘Yes, Bethlehem is the birthplace of the Messiah. Maybe we will see Him.’
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The shepherds fall into silent thought. Suddenly the glory of the Lord surrounds them.
‘Ooooh’, they exclaim.
The shepherds are fearful and unable to speak.
‘Fear not’, says an angel to the shepherds, ‘I have come to bring you good tidings of
great joy for all people.’
Filled with awe, the shepherds listen intently to his words.
‘Unto you is born this day in the city of David a Saviour, Messiah, the Lord. You will
find Him lying in a manger wrapped in white cloth.’
The angel disappears.
In a moment the whole sky lights up with hundreds of angels singing praises to God.
‘Glory to God in the highest,
and on earth, peace, good will toward men.’
The shepherds are thrilled by the sound of their holy and melodious voices.
‘It

is so beautiful.’

The singing ends and the glory fades away. The
sky returns to its blackness and stars twinkle
once more.
With great excitement, the shepherds exclaim,
‘Let us go into Bethlehem and see the baby in
the manger.’
‘Yes, let’s go.’
‘Who will look after the sheep?’ asks one of
the shepherds.
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‘Let’s call our hired hand to take over’, suggests another.
‘Yes, this is too good to miss.’
The shepherds hurry off to find the hired hand.
‘This is the fulfilment of our longings’, calls one of the shepherds.
**********
The children have many questions for Jesus, but He is nowhere to be seen.
They look up and down the river, but He is not there.
Summer calls a passing angel, ‘Excuse me angel, but do you know where Jesus is?’
‘My Master is on the earth. He has a work to do for your people. He will be a long
time. It will be too long for you to wait.’
Summer asks, ‘Do you know where Meilon and Betil are?’
‘Yes, would you like to see them?’
Jeannette and Summer answer together, ‘Oh please, can you ask them to come and talk
to us?’
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In a moment Meilon and Betil arrive.
‘Thank you for coming’, greets Summer. ‘We thought we would be able to talk to
Jesus, but an angel said He will be away a long time.’
‘Yes, it will be a long time’,
answer them.’

agrees Meilon, ‘but if you have questions, we will try to

Summer and Jeannette both have the same thought, and they ask their questions one
after the other.
‘Is the baby in the manger God’s Son?’
‘Is He Jesus our Friend and Your Commander?’
‘Oh yes children’, answers Meilon.
‘Our
beloved Master is now on earth a little baby.
He is baby Yeshua.’
‘God’s Son was born into the human family’,
adds Betil.
He told us He would do that’, remembers Kevin.
‘Yes’, replies Summer.

Australian baby

Jeannette is concerned. ‘Will we have to wait until He comes back to heaven before
we can talk to Him again?’ asks Jeannette.
‘Yes’, replies Betil.
‘How long will it be?’ asks Kevin.
‘A long time’, he answers.
answer your questions.’

‘But if you want to keep coming here, we will try to

‘Oh will you?’ asks Jeannette.
‘We would like that’, adds Summer.
Meilon and Betil look at each other and whisper, ‘We need to go.’
The two angels turn to the children and say, ‘The angels who sang for the shepherds
have just returned and we want to hear what they have to say.’
‘Can’t we hear?’ asks Kevin.
‘I will tell you tomorrow’, promises Meilon. ‘I think it’s time for you to go now.’
‘Come back tomorrow, adds Betil, as he flies off with Meilon.
‘We will.’
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Chapter 19

Report of the Angels

The

children miss their visits with Jesus, but are happy Meilon and Betil are willing
to meet them. When they arrive at the tree of life, the two angels are waiting.
‘Good morning’, greets Meilon. ‘I am sure you are anxious to hear what the angels
had to say.’
‘And we are ready to tell you’, adds Betil.
‘Oh yes’, chorus the children together.
‘Let’s walk along the river and talk’, say the angels.
Meilon begins. ‘When the angels returned from earth, they were both sad and happy.
They had been commissioned to tell Israel the good news of Messiah’s birth, but after
searching Jerusalem, they found so few who wanted to hear. Most were not even
thinking about His advent.’
Betil continues. ‘The angels wanted to sing for the whole nation, but they only found
a few in the city. It was very disappointing.’
‘They found the shepherds’, says Kevin.
‘Yes’, responds Meilon. ‘Just a few shepherds on the Bethlehem hills, the same hills
David tended his sheep.’
‘Oh, the David who killed Goliath?’ asks Kevin.
‘Yes, he’s the man.’
‘David was an ancestor of the Messiah’, says Betil.
Jeannette tells the angels that Jesus had taught them that when they were learning
about the Seed of the woman.
Betil smiles and nods his head.
afraid.’

‘When the shepherds saw the angels, they were

‘The wonderful part’, rejoices Meilon, ‘is that they believed the angel.’
‘‘Yes’, adds Betil, ‘and after organising their sheep, they hurried into the town to see
the baby who was the promised Messiah.’
‘And they found Jesus’, says Kevin with enthusiasm.
Betil continues. ‘At the inn, they quietly knocked on the door and Joseph let them
in. When they saw the baby, the shepherds knelt down and looked at Him in awe.’
‘Did Jesus know they came to see Him?’ asks Summer.
‘Oh no’, answers Meilon. ‘He was a newborn baby.’
Betil adds. ‘He knew before He went to earth, but now He is a baby.’
‘This is amazing’, responds Jeannette.
‘Yes it is’, agrees Meilon.
what babies know.’

‘The Creator of the universe is now a baby and knows only

‘I can hardly imagine it’, says Summer.
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‘It is the most amazing event in the universe’, states Betil.
The children are quiet for a moment, and then Summer says softly, ‘It is so wonderful
that God’s Son was willing to become a baby to save us.’
‘Yes children’, says Betil. ‘It is called the incarnation, and it is a mystery.’
Kevin remembers Jesus calling Lucifer’s sin a mystery. ‘So there are two mysteries.’
‘Yes Kevin, these are the two greatest mysteries of the universe – the mystery of evil and
the mystery of the incarnation.’
Meilon resumes the story. ‘When all the crowds had left Bethlehem, Mary and
Joseph moved into a house. While there, they had some other visitors. Do you know
who they would be?’
‘Yes’, answers Kevin, ‘the wise men.’
‘Right’, states Betil. ‘God will allow you to move ahead in time to learn
about the visit of the wise men. They had come a very long way, taking many months,
and of course the crowds had left Bethlehem.’
‘Could they get a room at the inn?’ asks Kevin.
‘Yes’.
Meilon stands up. ‘Children, we are going to the grand hall now. The angels who
guided the wise men are going to give their report.’
‘Oh goody’, says Jeannette.
***********
When every angel is seated, the Father enters the room concealed by the bright light
that surrounds Him. The angels who guided the wise men are asked to step forward.
‘Thank you Father’, says one of the angels, then turning to those seated, he gives
his experience. ‘Our task was to group together in the sky to look like a star and
guide the wise men. These heathen men were excited to see the star and believed it
to be an omen of the birth of Israel’s king.’
‘Yes’, states another angel.
‘They travelled slowly on camels and camped at night
under the stars. It was wonderful to hear their conversation. They wanted to find the
holy child and worship Him.’
Another angel continues. ‘When the wise men arrived at Jerusalem, they expected
the Jews to be excited, but no one seemed to know about it. Finally the men were
directed to King Herod, but he had no idea either.’
‘Worse’, says another angel, ‘he was angry.’
‘Yes’, continues the first angel. ‘He was jealous because the wise men had asked where
the king of the Jews would be born. He did not want a rival.’
Each angel has opportunity to share part of the story.
‘Herod pretended to be happy and called the priests to look at the holy scrolls….’
Meilon leans over to the children, and whispers, ‘The scrolls are the Bible before it
was made into a book.’
85

The angel goes on. ‘They read what the prophet Micah had written, “Bethlehem
Ephratah… out of thee shall he come forth unto me that is to be ruler in Israel…” ’
The wise men thanked the king and stepped outside. Looking into the night sky, they
were overjoyed to see the star shining brightly in the heavens. Mounting their camels,
they prepared to follow it to Bethlehem.
‘They didn’t go back’, whispers
Kevin to Betil.
The king sent his servant with a
message for the men. ‘Herod
said to tell him when you find the
new king, so he can worship Him
too.’
The wise men wave to the
messenger in acknowledgment.
Another angel tells more of the
story.
raw pixelimages -- www.dreamstime.com

‘Our Father – God -- gave them a dream to go home another way and not through
Jerusalem.’
The listening angels smile happily.
‘One night’, continues the angel, ‘I visited Joseph and told him to go quickly to Egypt as
Herod would try to kill baby Yeshua. And then the most dreadful thing happened…’
The angel feels so bad he cannot go on.
Another continues, ‘Yes, Herod sent soldiers to kill every baby less than two years. It
was horrible.’
He asks another angel to finish. ‘Yes, it was all very sad for the mothers, but the
soldiers did not kill our Commander as He was on His way to Egypt. In this we can
rejoice.’
Praises ascend to God.
In closing their testimony the angels rejoice, ‘Be encouraged. Angels are traveling
with Joseph, Mary and baby Yeshua to protect the child while they are in Egypt.
Lucifer is determined to kill God’s Son before the time, but we will not allow it.’
The angels sit down and the Father speaks.
‘Dear ones, you have done well. Thank you. Every angel assigned to protect My
Son must follow My Word implicitly. Do not try to prevent Lucifer from doing His
utmost to make it difficult for Him. Some of you will be assigned to protect
Yeshua if the enemy tries to kill Him again.
But My beloved Son must be tested and tried. At times you will want to
interfere. You must never do this. My Son has gone to earth to pay the penalty
for the sins of the human race, so He will die. It is a substitutionary death – My
Son will die instead of the human being who accepts Him as his substitute. His
death will cover all humanity, but only those who accept it will receive the benefit
of his sin-penalty being paid.
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Dear ones, My Son’s death will be horrible. Not only will He feel the pain of the
execution of the cross, but He will suffer untold agony of mind through bearing
the sins of humans. It will break your hearts. You can only watch. Never do
anything to try and help Him unless you are told to do so. During His most
difficult time, I must withdraw my beams of light from My Son, and then I
also can only watch. He must die alone.’
The angels are weeping as the Father speaks.
tears.

The children’s eyes are also wet with

The Father continues. ‘Lucifer does not understand the plan of redemption, but he
knows it will be his death knell. He will try at every opportunity to have My Son
killed before the time. He will also try every trick to get Him to sin. My Son
must be a perfect sacrifice, therefore He can never sin. When you are directed
to, you can speak words of encouragement to Him, but the decision is always to
be His. If He sins, you cannot prevent it. He must decide for Himself.
Remember that Lucifer and his rebellious angels will be whispering in His ear the
whole time.
They will try to discourage Him every moment of every day.
Therefore it is important you be close to Him, so He will listen to the voice of
My Spirit and be encouraged with hope for the final victory. My dear ones, do
you understand?’
The angels in the grand hall all nod their heads. Then they bow to worship the supreme
Ruler of the universe.
***********
Walking back along the river of life with Meilon and Betil, the children tell them how
glad they were able to attend the angel’s report.
Jeannette asks, ‘Does Jesus find out who He is when He gets older?’
‘Oh yes’, replies Betil. ‘As He grows He studies the sacred scrolls – the Bible to you –
and learns all about the coming Messiah, but He doesn’t find out who it is until He is
twelve.’
Meilon continues.
‘When He completes His twelfth year, Yeshua is taken to
Jerusalem for the first time to celebrate Passover. All day He listens to the priests and
watches the sacrifices. Little by little, the conviction forms in His mind that the
sacrificial services have something to do with Him. By the end of the celebration He
knows He is the Messiah and that His life will be sacrificed for the sins of the world. He
bows in submission.’
‘Jesus told Adam and Eve He would die the sacrifice, so He knew’, says Kevin.
‘Oh yes’, replies Betil. ‘He planned it all with His Father in the heavenly councils. But as
a human being He had to learn from the Bible like you do.’
Meilon adds to the thought. ‘He studied the scrolls every day to learn the Word of God
really well. He knew that it was only the Word that would keep Him from sinning.’
Betil asks, ‘Did you know David wrote this in the Psalms?’
The children shake their heads. They know Bible people, but not many texts.
‘It says, “Thy Word have I hid in mine heart, that I might not sin against thee”. So
knowing the Bible will help you not to sin too.’
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Then Betil says, ‘Children,
young Yeshua grows up to be a
strong young man. He loves
God and spends as much time
as possible walking among the
trees with His Father in Spirit.
He also studies the scrolls to
make certain He knows them
well.’
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‘And you will see later’, says Meilon, ‘how important it was for Him to know the holy
Scriptures.’
‘Yes’, adds Betil, ‘it was a life and death issue.’
‘Could it be a life and death issue for me too’, asks Summer.
‘It could be’, answers Meilon.
‘Yes’, says Betil. ‘You never know when you will need to quote the Bible that will save
you from sin.’
‘Well children’, announces Meilon, ‘I think it is time for you to go. Tomorrow Yeshua
will be anointed to begin His ministry as the Messiah.’
‘By John’, states Kevin.
‘No sonny, not by John.’
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Chapter 20

The Messiah is Anointed

Oma’, comments Summer the next morning. ‘I miss Jesus.’

‘

‘Yes dear, I do too. And the angels miss Him. Who do you think misses Him the most?’’
‘His Father’, she answers.
‘Yes, they are very close’, replies Oma. ‘Remember how hard it was for the Father to
allow His Son to come down to earth?’
‘Yes, I feel sorry for the Father’, states Summer. ‘His love is so great, not only for His
Son, but for us too.’
‘You are right.’
‘Oma, I’d love to see the Father.’
‘Yes Summer, it would be wonderful. Maybe when Jesus comes back to earth to take us
to heaven we will see Him, but we must be satisfied with knowing He loves us. Now
dear, it is time to meet Jeannette and Kevin. Are you ready for our journey?’
Soon all four make their way through the nebula of Orion to the holy city.
At the tree of life, Yosfi and Caph are waiting. ‘Hello children and Oma. Meilon and Betil
will meet you at the garden of roses.’
Summer and Jeannette look at each other.
‘More roses!’
‘Oh’, laughs Jeannette, ‘I can smell the perfume already.’
When they see the garden, the girls long to spend time wandering through the
roses. Meeting Meilon and Betil, Summer ventures to ask, ‘Can Jeannette and I enjoy
the roses for a while?’
‘Yes, you can do that’, answers Betil. ‘We will talk to Kevin.’
The girls hurry off in great excitement. ‘Look Summer, look at these roses.’
‘Oh, they are magnificent.’
‘Heaven is such a wonderful place’, says

The girls are thrilled with the garden.
Jeannette.

Elmhurst. Australia
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‘How

can there be so much beauty? It
amazes me.’

‘Summer, I want to stay in this garden.’
‘Me too, but I think we need to remember
that Jesus is down on earth right now.’
‘Yes, and He is going to die’,
says Jeannette.
The girls are concerned about wanting to
enjoy themselves among the roses when
Jesus is going through His big trial.
‘Maybe we should go back to Meilon and
Betil.’
Ararat. Australia

‘Yes, I guess we should.’
They walk slowly through the roses, stopping every now and then to smell the
perfume.
Meanwhile Meilon and Betil have asked Kevin what he has been reading in the
Bible. Kevin explains that Jesus had asked him to have his Dad read some stories of the
children of Israel.
‘Kevin, what did you learn from the stories?’ asks Meilon.
Betil adds, ‘Do you think the children of Israel were strong in their faith?’
‘No’, replies Kevin. ‘All they did was complain.’
‘Do you think that is a problem?’ asks Betil.
‘It got them in big trouble’, says the boy.
Meilon pries Kevin a little.
the time?’

‘Does it sound nice to hear a person complaining all

‘Nup’, answers Kevin.
‘What do you think it tells you about the person?’
Kevin thinks a moment, then states, ‘I suppose it shows they don’t trust God.’
‘Have you heard people complain like the children of Israel?’
Kevin is quiet. He looks at the ground and a smile creeps over his face. He looks at the
angels and says, ‘Yes, I have. It’s me.’
‘Kevin, do you complain?’ asks Betil.
‘Yes’, answers Kevin, ‘and I think that is why Jesus told me to read those stories.
He said to remember them and asked if I noticed anything in particular. Well, I
did, the people complained.’
‘Do you think Jesus wanted you to think beyond the children of Israel?’
questions Meilon.
‘I guess so.’
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‘Well son, if you learned that lesson it is very good, but you need to make a decision
about it. You can learn in your head, but then forget
it. You need to make a decision that it becomes a part of your life. Do you know how to
do that?’
‘No’, he replies.
‘Remember what you have been taught about having the Spirit in your heart, on the
inside? That is what you need.’
‘I suppose I need to surrender.’
‘Yes Kevin. Will you do that now?’
‘Okay. I’ll go and pray, and then I can tell Jesus His Spirit is in my heart.’
Kevin walks away from the angels and kneels down. He pours out his little heart to
God, confessing that he has failed to surrender. He says he wants to, and asks God to
forgive Him and cleanse Him from sin.
‘And God, please give me your Spirit so it can change me on the inside. I want to be
ready when Jesus comes to earth again. Please teach me how to live better, and not
complain. Amen.’
When the girls arrive back, they notice Kevin is not with them. ‘Where is Kevin’, asks
Jeannette.
Meilon answers. ‘He is alright. He has just gone aside to pray.’
‘Did you enjoy the roses?’ asks Betil.
‘Oh yes, but we thought it was not good to be enjoying the roses while Jesus is
beginning His ministry on earth, so we came back.’
The angels smile, and Meilon says, ‘I know Jesus would be pleased with your decision.
As soon as Kevin returns, you will see the baptism of Jesus in heaven’s imagination.’
***********
John is standing in the River Jordan calling the people to repentance. He has baptised
many at the riverside, but there are others who stubbornly refuse to surrender.
John notices a young man at the edge of the river. It is Yeshua, but the baptiser
does not know him. He cannot take his eyes off the Prince of heaven.
‘This man is different’, says John to himself. ‘His face is so pure. He is not sin-hardened
like many who have come to be baptised.’
Jesus meets John in the middle of the river.
Looking intently at Him, the baptiser thinks, ‘This must be the Messiah.’
Yeshua asks, ‘Will you baptise Me?’
John is shocked. If this is the Messiah, it should be the other way around.
should be baptised of you’, says John.

‘I

‘Let it be to fulfil all righteousness’, affirms Yeshua. Humbly John agrees and baptises
Him.
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As soon as Jesus comes up out of the water, a shaft of
light falls from heaven upon His head, then taking the
form of a dove, alights upon His shoulder.
It is the sign.
‘This is the Messiah’, utters John with great joy in his
heart.
He then raises his voice and announces to the crowd,
‘Behold the Lamb of God.’
**********
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‘Oh, it is wonderful’, says Summer.
‘Yes’, answers Betil. ‘Our Commander has now been anointed with the Father’s Spirit,
officially beginning His ministry as the Messiah.’
‘But there is more. Watch’, adds Meilon.
*************
Jesus walks out of the water and kneels on the bank of the Jordan River. He prays
in the hearing of the people who listen in awe. Never have they heard such a prayer.
When He has finished His prayer, Jesus remains on His knees and listens to His
Father speak from heaven.
‘This is My beloved Son in whom I am well pleased.’
Jesus rejoices in His Father’s approval and the presence of His beams of light.
John hears the words and understands.
A few others hear the affirmation of God’s
Son, but not everyone hears a voice. Most only hear thunder.
Satan has heard the Father’s words, and he is angry.
‘God might be proud of His Son’, he seethes, ‘but I am going to mess things up.’
Satan watches Jesus rise from His knees and sees Him walk towards the wilderness.
‘What is He doing?’ he thinks.
‘Hey master, why is He going into the wilderness?’ asks Toga.
‘I have no idea, but I am going to keep track. You all stay here and I will follow Him.’
**********
Kevin asks the first question. ‘Why did Jesus go into the wilderness?’ Meilon explains.
‘The Spirit of God directed Him to go to where He would be alone to think about His
ministry and to pray for strength to fulfil it.’
Speaking to Betil, Meilon reminds Betil of the prayer of Jesus on the river bank. ‘Oh
yes’, responds Betil. ‘We all wanted to answer our Commander’s prayer, but the Father
told us to not do anything. He Himself would answer it.’
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Meilon adds, ‘Our Master would rather hear His Father confirm His ministry.’
***********
Jesus spends forty days in the wilderness. He fasts from both food and water, which
makes His time more difficult.
It is very hot during the day and very cold during the night. God’s Son has no covering to
shield Him from the burning sun or to place over His body while He sleeps.
Satan is watching in the shadows. When Jesus is totally famished, the devil makes a
sudden appearance.
‘Hey, if you are the Son of God, turn these stones into bread.’
Jesus looks at the angel and without a word repeats the Scripture, “It is written, man
does not live by bread alone, but by every word that proceeds out of the mouth of God.”
Satan is furious.

He was certain Jesus would crumble under the pressure of starvation.

As he slinks away, the devil says to himself. ‘Okay, I lost that one, but not the next. I
will be more subtle. I will quote Scripture…. that will trap Him.’
The devil appears before Jesus again. He begins with his statement of doubt. ‘If you
are the Son of God…’ He is hoping he can make Jesus forget He is God’s Son. Only
then could he have hope of victory.
Satan then takes Jesus to the top of the temple. ‘Jump down’, he suggests. ‘For it is
written, “He shall give his angels charge concerning thee: and in their hands they shall
bear thee up…”’
The devil exults in his cleverness. ‘This will get Him’, he says under his breath.
Jesus looks at the fallen angel a moment, then says, ‘It is written again, “Thou shalt not
tempt the Lord thy God.”’
Fuming, the devil turns on his heel and departs.
Satan realises there is no point in trying to make Jesus forget He is God’s Son. He
knows who He is.
There is only one more way to get Him. He has worked out from the Bible that the
Son has come to take the world from his hands through much suffering.
‘I will offer Him an easier way to win the world back and He won’t need to suffer’, muses
Satan. ‘But in the end, He will worship me. That’s what I want. Ha! This will do it.’
Satan takes Jesus to a very high mountain, and with deception, reveals the cities of the
world. All the sin and sorrow have been hidden from sight.
In a most charming manner, the devil bargains, ‘All of these things will I give you, if you
will fall down and worship me.’
The answer is immediate. ‘Get thee hence Satan: for it is written, “Thou shalt
worship the Lord thy God, and Him only shalt thou serve.”’
Jesus will only worship God.
Fuming, the devil leaves, a defeated foe.
**********
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‘Hooray’, says Kevin. ‘Jesus defeated the devil.’
‘And did you notice how He did it?’ asks Betil.
‘Yes’, say the children together. ‘He quoted the Bible.’
‘And guess what’, rejoice Meilon and Betil together. ‘We were allowed to go down and
bring Him food and water to drink.’
The children are happy that their angel friends were privileged to help Jesus.
‘Children, we will continue the ministry of Jesus tomorrow’, announces Meilon.
‘We will be back’, replies Kevin with enthusiasm.
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Chapter 21

Teaching and Healing

The children look forward to spending the day with the angels. They feel so blessed to
be able to view the scenes of Jesus’ life on earth.

‘We will be able to tell the story of Jesus like we have really seen it’, says Summer.
‘I am glad’, responds Jeannette, ‘because it will be easier to remember.’
Meilon and Betil are waiting at the tree of life, and after happy greetings lead the
children to another beautiful room. The walls are covered with emeralds.
‘Ooooh’, exclaims Oma, ‘this is my room.’
‘Your favourite colour’, says Kevin. Everyone smiles, knowing
how much Oma loves emerald green.
‘Children, you are in this room for a reason which we will discuss later,
says Betil.
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Meilon now brings our thoughts back to Jesus. ‘Our Commander has been anointed
with the Spirit, and now He can officially begin His ministry.’
‘Remember Satan is on His tracks’, reminds Betil.
‘Yes’, adds Meilon, ‘He must never sin, never in His whole life.’
‘Wow, that would be very hard’, says Jeannette.
‘Yes’, concludes Summer. ‘I can’t imagine how He did it.’
‘You know His defence, don’t you?’ asks Betil.
‘Yes, it was the Bible, but still, it would take a lot to do.’
‘It is true’, answers Meilon. Betil agrees.
‘According to the Bible’, states Betil, ‘Our Commander resisted unto death. That
means He would rather die than sin.’
‘Do you remember why He must be sinless?’ asks Meilon.
‘I do’, responds Kevin. ‘It is because Jesus must be a perfect sacrifice, like the innocent
lamb in the Garden of Eden.’
‘That is right Kevin, a very good answer.’
‘And also’, says Meilon, ‘Our beloved Master must not die until He is put on the cross.
Lucifer will try to put Him to death before the time.’
Betil agrees. ‘But there are angels protecting Him all the time, so it will never happen, no
matter how hard Lucifer tries.’
‘You can’t stop Him from sinning can you?’ asks Jeannette.
‘No. We can do nothing. Our Commander must make His own decisions.’
‘I am glad we know the end of the story’, says Kevin.
Everyone smiles.
***********
After Jesus returns from the wilderness, He begins gathering disciples to Himself.
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Simon, called Peter, his brother Andrew, the two brothers James and John, and
Nathanael.
The little group of disciples follow Jesus up and down hills, through rugged
mountains and across grassy fields by the sea.
Jesus meets many sick people and His fame soon spreads throughout Galilee. The sick
are brought on stretchers and the lame hobble towards the Healer. The tormented
and devil-possessed shriek at the top of their voices, and the lepers cry ‘Unclean,
unclean.’ The people scatter.
A mother approaches. ‘Jesus, please heal my son. He is very sick.’
‘Can you heal my daughter?’ pleads another. ‘The doctors can’t do anything for her.’
‘Jesus, I am sick. Will you heal me?’ asks a man.
Another cries out, ‘I want to be well too.’
The Messiah has compassion on everyone and He heals them all. Gradually great
multitudes follow Jesus from all over Galilee, Decapolis, Jerusalem, Judea and
beyond Jordan. Some even come from Tyre and Sidon.
Jesus now has twelve disciples who stay close by His side.
and listen carefully to His teachings.

They help bring the sick
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When Jesus sees the multitudes, He teaches them of the kingdom.
“Blessed are the poor in spirit: for theirs is the kingdom of heaven.
Blessed are they that mourn: for they shall be comforted.
Blessed are the meek: for they shall inherit the earth….”
His words have power. He does not promise worldly greatness like the rabbis.
multitudes are amazed.

The

‘He is different’, say the people.
Jesus offers hope to the poor, the lonely, and the hurting. With great compassion, He
feeds the people when they are hungry, heals them when they are sick.
Serving others is the golden rule of the kingdom of heaven.
Children love to sit on His knee and stroke His gentle face. They feel safe with Jesus.
They love to hear His stories. He makes them simple and easy to understand.
‘Dear children’, says Jesus. ‘God loves you very much.
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My Father and I think about you every day and will never forget you. If you are in
trouble, call me for help.’
‘We will’, say the children.
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The Pharisees are proud of themselves for keeping the law, yet they break it every
day. Jesus tells them they must become like little children, and then they will be saved.
Jesus explains that keeping the letter of the law is not enough to enter heaven. The
Jewish leaders say they keep the fifth commandment to respect their parents, but
they do not help them when they are in need.
They profess to keep the sixth commandment not to kill, but they are angry with anyone
who does not agree with them.
Jesus says, ‘To be angry without a cause is murder.’
The people look at each other in amazement. ‘Who can keep such a law?’
‘We can’t do it’, calls a man from the crowd.
‘No, everyone sins’, says another.
‘It is impossible to keep the Law perfectly’, states one of the soldiers. Jesus replies, “Except
your righteousness shall exceed the righteousness of the scribes and Pharisees, you will in no
case enter into the kingdom of heaven.”
‘What?’ calls a ruler. ‘How can anyone be better than the Pharisees?’
‘They are righteous.’
Jesus replies, ‘They are the blind leading the blind. Both will fall into a ditch.’
‘How can He say such things? Who is He anyway?’
‘I believe He is the Messiah’, says a young girl.
‘Messiah won’t come from Galilee’, states a learned scribe to all around him.
‘He is an imposter’, yells a ruler. ‘He has no right to criticize the Pharisees.’
The crowd is divided.
Jesus continues. “Love your enemies, bless them that curse you, do good to them
that hate you… pray for them…”
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The people are shocked. What kind of a religion is this?
‘Are we to love those who hate us?’ calls a woman.
‘It’s impossible’, says another.
Jesus' words continue to startle His listeners.
‘You will be forgiven as you forgive others. If you don’t forgive others their sins, your
heavenly Father will not forgive you.’ One of the rulers calls out, ‘This is all impossible.’
Many agree with him.
‘Master’, asks a man at the front of the crowd. ‘What if my brother deceives me and
never asks forgiveness?’ Jesus’ answer is simple. ‘Forgive him.’
‘But I can’t forget what he did. How can I forgive him?’
‘If you want forgiveness’, repeats Jesus, ‘you must forgive him. He needs to ask
forgiveness for his own sins. Leave him to God.’
‘It’s too hard’, says the man.
Jesus looks at the man with love in His heart and tells him. ‘If you do not forgive, you
cannot be forgiven, and you will become bitter. If you bear a grudge against another, it
only hurts you, not the other person. And you are guilty of murder.’
‘Oh, now you are making me the sinner’, cries the man.
‘He’s twisting things’, says his friend. ‘Don’t listen to Him.’
Despite His strange and startling teachings, Jesus is gaining popularity among the
people. The Pharisees and Sadducees are angry.
‘Jesus is drawing the people away from us’, says one of the leaders.
Thumping his fist into his hand, another yells, ‘We must put a stop to it. Our authority
is disappearing.’
An older lawyer warns, ‘We need to be careful.’
‘Why don’t we trap Him with words?’ suggests a scribe. All agree. ‘Hey, that’s a great
idea.’
‘Let’s plan how to do it.’
**********
‘Meilon’, concludes Jeannette. ‘Some of the lessons Jesus teaches are very hard.’
Betil answers. ‘Children, no angel can really help you understand how to do what Jesus
teaches because we have never sinned. But in listening to our Commander we know
that you cannot do any of them unless you are born again.’
‘Does that mean to surrender?’ asks Kevin.
‘Yes’, says Meilon. ‘God gives all who surrender His Spirit and the Spirit changes them on
the inside.’
‘So can the person who surrenders do what Jesus says?’ asks Summer.
‘Yes’, answers Betil. ‘Meilon and I have seen human beings surrender who have been
cruel and evil, and they have changed so much we could hardy recognise them.’
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‘It is a miracle of God’, adds Meilon.
‘Paul in the Bible is one of them’, suggests Kevin.
‘Yes, you are right’, replies Betil. ‘He put Christians in prison, but then he surrendered
and became an apostle of Jesus.’
‘I want to be like Jesus’, says Summer. The angels are pleased. ‘That is good.’
‘But how can we love those who hate us?’ asks Jeannette.
‘Again, I can’t speak from experience’, says Meilon. ‘But from listening to Jesus I believe
it always relates to surrender.’
‘Yes’, adds Betil. ‘Truth is the opposite to Lucifer’s wisdom. He tells you to use your
own strength. God says to surrender.’
‘Can you explain how it works?’ asks Kevin.
‘It would be better if Jesus told you, but I know He says that if you use your strength, you
can’t do it. But if you surrender, God gives His strength, and then you can.’
‘Oh, I understand now’, says Summer.
‘I see it too, but surrender is the hard part’, adds Jeannette.
Kevin has the answer. ‘You just have to kneel down and pray.’
‘Yes, Kevin is right’, agrees Betil.

‘But there must be a decision to surrender.’

Meilon points to the emerald walls.
‘See these beautiful gems. These are to remind you of something very important in your
lives on earth. It is the colour you need to remember.’
‘Green?’ asks Kevin.
Yes, any type of green. Just the colour green’, answers Betil.
Meilon continues.
you this?’

‘It means something.

All colours are symbolic. Has Jesus told

‘No’, replies Jeannette.
‘But’, adds Summer, ‘we have learned lots of symbols.’
‘Okay, well colours are also symbolic and numbers.’

Sebastian kaulitski – dreamstime.com

Betil asks, ‘What number do you think represents the Law of God?’ The children are quiet
a moment. Summer suggests, ‘Is it ten?’
‘Correct’, states Meilon. ‘What colour do you think symbolizes the Law?’
‘I know’, volunteers Kevin.
‘It is blue. I know because the children of Israel had to wear a border of blue on their
clothes to remind them to keep God’s Law.’
Jeannette adds, ‘And isn’t the foundation of God’s throne blue sapphire?’
‘Very good children’, states Meilon. ‘Yes, the foundation of God’s government is His Law.
Everything He does is based on the righteous principles of His Law and character.’
‘Now, what colour symbolizes faith’, asks Betil.
‘It must be green’, suggests Summer.
‘Yes, green’, responds Meilon.
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‘That’s why we are in this room.
obedience and righteousness.’

We wanted you to really learn a lesson about

Betil continues. ‘Everything you do as a Christian involves faith. You need faith to
obey. You need faith to believe God will forgive and cleanse you of your sins. You
need faith to believe God will give you power to not sin again, so you can obey the Law
of God.’
‘Yes’, adds Meilon. ‘and faith to receive Christ’s righteousness.’
‘Can you explain that more Meilon’, asks Summer.
‘Yes’, he replies, ‘but remember we cannot speak from experience. When you surrender,
Christ’s Spirit dwells in you, giving you a desire to obey and power to do it. But because
you are a human sinner, your obedience is not 100% good.’
‘In fact’, adds Betil,’ it’s not good at all.’
‘No’, continues Meilon. ‘Even if you obey, you still need the blood of Jesus to cleanse
even the good things you do.’
‘Isn’t there a Bible verse that says, “all our righteousness is as filthy rags.”’ says
Jeannette.
‘That’s true’, states Betil.
He continues. ‘Jesus actually gives you His righteousness which is 100% perfect because
He never sinned.’
‘It’s a bit hard to understand’, says Kevin.
Summer ventures to ask. ‘Does it mean that nothing we do is good, but Jesus
cleanses us by His blood and then gives us His goodness?’
‘That is exactly right Summer’, states Meilon. ‘And you need faith to believe it
because often you don’t feel any different, except that guilt goes away.’
Betil sweeps his arm across the emerald wall. ‘This room will remind you to believe
God. If He says He will do something He will always do it.’
‘Eve didn’t believe God would do what He said, did she?’ asks Kevin.
‘That’s right’, joins in Summer, ‘she believed the devil instead.’
‘Always remember’, repeats Meilon, ‘God keeps His promises. The devil will try and
trick you like He tricked Eve.’
‘He won’t trick me’, says Kevin.
‘Be careful young man’, warns Betil.
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Chapter 22

Parables and Condemnation

When the children arrive at the tree of life, Meilon and Betil are talking to other
angels. Walking a little way along the river they wait until the conversation has
finished.
‘Come’, calls Meilon. ‘We are ready now.’
We pass the beautiful gardens and the mansions, but turn off in a different direction.
Ahead we can see lots of beautiful colours, it is another magnificent garden.
After walking short a distance, we all stop short.
before us.

Our eyes cannot believe the beauty

‘Oooooh, look at that’, exclaims Summer.
‘I cannot believe it’, says Jeannette.
Meilon and Betil laugh, and together they say, ‘Enjoy the flowers. They certainly are
beautiful.’

Avii – Dreamstime.com

‘Oh the beauty of heaven’, states Summer. ‘I never dreamed it would be so
magnificent.’
Both girls are unable to take their eyes off the scene before them. ‘I wish I could take a
photo for my Mum’, says Jeannette.
‘Me too’, adds Summer.
Looking at each other, the girls imagine their mothers with them.
‘They would be so happy to see these wonderful flowers.’
‘Ooooh, I just want to look at them forever’, sighs Jeannette.
‘Dear children’ cautions Meilon, ‘as you look at their beauty, remember that Jesus
created these flowers. He is the One who designed all the beauty with His Father, and
spoke it all into existence.’
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‘Oh, I love Him so much’, breathes Summer.
‘Now children’, states Meilon, ‘you are going to see more of Jesus on earth, but time
has moved on. It is now the last few weeks of His life. It has been very difficult for Him
as the Messiah, but He has constantly gained the victory.’
**********
Every day Jesus faces the Pharisees, Sadducees, lawyers, scribes and leaders of Israel,
who question everything He says. They try to find a fault in Him, but Jesus consistently
defeats them.
One day the Pharisees send a number of their disciples with the Herodians to try and
entangle Jesus, ‘Master, we know you are true and always teach the truth, tell us is it
lawful to give tribute to Caesar?’
Jesus knows their purpose and replies, ‘Why do you tempt me you hypocrites. Show me
the tribute money.’
They place a penny in His hand. Jesus holds the penny up before them and asks, ‘Whose
image is on it?’
‘Caesars’, answer the Herodians.
‘“Render therefore to Caesar the things that are Caesars, and unto God the things
that are Gods.”’
The men marvel at His answer.
Later that day a group of Sadducees approach Jesus with their trick question.
‘Master, Moses said that if a man dies with no children, his brother must marry the
woman. If he dies too, and has no children, she marries another brother. But he dies
too. In the end she has married seven brothers. In the resurrection, whose wife will she
be of the seven?’
The Sadducees do not believe in the resurrection, so the question is pure hypocrisy.
Jesus replies, ‘You do not know the Scripture or the power of God. In the resurrection,
there will be no marriage. Everyone will be like the angels.’
The Sadducees are silenced.
When the Pharisees hear that Jesus has silenced the Sadducees, they gather together to
present another of their trick questions.
**********
‘This one will trap Him’, says Satan to his friend.
‘But we keep losing Master’, says Yami. ‘He is clever.’
‘Naaa, not clever, just lucky’, answers the devil.
‘Well I hope His luck runs out’, suggests Yami.
*********
The Pharisees choose a young lawyer to approach Jesus with a much- debated question.
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‘Master, which is the greatest commandment in the law?’
Jesus answers, ‘“Thou shalt love the Lord thy God with all thy heart, with all thy soul
and with all thy mind.
And the second is like it, namely, thou shalt love they
neighbour as thyself.”’
The lawyer is very impressed and compliments Jesus.
The Saviour then replies, ‘You are not far from the kingdom of heaven.’
**********
‘Wow’, says Kevin. ‘Jesus really knows how to answer doesn’t He?’
‘Yes’, states Jeannette. ‘He even complimented the lawyer.’
‘And the lawyer complimented Jesus’, adds Summer.
‘I am sure the Pharisees were not happy with the lawyer’, suggests Kevin.
**********
It is early in the morning, yet the temple is already crowded.
The debate between
Jesus and the leaders of Israel is fascinating to the common people.
Jesus knows the corrupt character of the leaders, and His next parable reveals their
hypocrisy.
‘There was a man who planted a vineyard. He put a hedge around it, dug a winepress
and built a tower. He did everything to make it a good vineyard. Then he hired men
to look after it. When the fruit was ripe, he sent his servants to collect it, but the hired
men killed them. He sent other servants, but they killed them too.
The owner then decided to send His son. ‘They will respect my son’ he said to himself.
But when the hired servants saw the son, they cried out, ‘This is the heir. Let us kill Him
and take His inheritance.’ So they caught him, threw him out of the vineyard, and killed
him.’
Jesus asks the Pharisees and Sadducees, ‘When the owner of the vineyard comes, what
do you think he will do to the hired servants?’
The leaders reply.
others.’

‘He will destroy those wicked men, and let out his vineyard unto

Jesus then asks, ‘Have you heard about the stone rejected by the builders?’
The Pharisees are well aware of the stone. It had been rejected when the temple was
built, but was later found to be a perfect fit for the most important position in the
temple. The leaders also know that the ‘rejected stone’ is a symbol for the Messiah.
Jesus continues.
‘That stone becomes the cornerstone in the building, and it is
wonderful in God’s eyes. “Whosoever shall fall on this stone shall be broken: but on
whomsoever it shall fall, it will grind him to powder.”’

He then tells the leaders. ‘The kingdom of heaven will be taken from you and given to
others.’
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The Pharisees and Sadducees are very upset. They realise the parable refers to
themselves as the men who killed the son, when they are at that very moment planning
the death of God’s Son. Despite their guilt, these wicked leaders have publicly
condemned themselves.
Later they ask each other, ‘Why did we say those words?’
**********
The nation’s leaders are gathered in one of the temple council rooms, and only those
who desire to have Jesus removed have been invited. Caiaphas, the high priest,
representing Annas the older high priest, is present.
‘We are being made a laughingstock before the people’, states a Pharisee.
‘Yes’, says Caiaphas. ‘We need to get rid of this man.’
‘What do you plan to do?’ asks a Sadducee.
‘We must watch’, advises Caiaphas ‘All of us. Keep your eyes open for an opportunity to
trap Him.’
‘But we’ve been doing that for almost three and a half years, and He defeats us.’
‘Yes, it is true’, replies the high priest, ‘but we just have to be patient and wait.’
‘He is becoming too popular.’
‘Yes’, states another member. ‘He is becoming more popular by the day, but we
can’t do anything that will get the people in an uproar or Rome will be on our backs.’
‘What can we do?’
‘We need to get rid of Him by the law’, suggests Caiaphas. The councillors are amazed.
‘How?’ they ask.
One reminisces, ‘You remember how He disappears when we are just about to get Him,
like in Nazareth. They were just about to push Him over the cliff, when suddenly He
was gone.’
‘He could disappear any time’, adds another.
Caiaphas has the answer. ‘But if we arrest Him by law, it is a different matter. He
believes in the law and won’t avoid arrest. But if we stone Him, He could disappear.’
An old Pharisee asks, ‘Do you mean we take Him to trial for crucifixion by Rome?’
‘Yes’, replies the high priest. ‘He must be brought before Pilate.’
Evil smiles pass from one man to another.
‘Good thinking.’
‘According to the law’, states Caiaphas, ‘anyone hung on a tree is cursed, so He
can’t escape if we follow the law.’
‘We need to find a reason to have Him arrested.’
‘No’, answers the high priest. ‘We will arrest Him, then have the trial, and find a
reason.’
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‘How could that ever take place?’ asks one of the Sadducees.
Suddenly there is a knock on the door. The men look at each other. No one moves.
Finally Caiaphas sends a Sadducee to the door.
‘Be careful’, someone whispers.
Looking intently at the man standing in the dark, he asks, ‘You are one of the disciples
of Jesus, aren’t you?’
‘Yes, my name is Judas. I have something to tell you. Can I come in?’ Caiaphas calls out,
‘Let him in.’
Judas is nervous. He is invited to sit down and Caiaphas asks what he has to say.
‘Um….. Ah….. You want to stop Jesus from teaching the people don’t you?’
‘Go on’, says Caiaphas.
‘Well, I can see He disturbs you in the temple.
the people are gradually turning from you to Him.’

He always wins the arguments and

‘What do you have in mind?’
‘I know where He goes for prayer at night.’
‘Could you lead us to Him?’
‘Yes’, replies Judas.
‘When would you do that?’ asks an older man.
‘I don’t know right now. But I can watch.’
‘It can’t be in the public eye’, warns a scribe.
‘No’, adds Caiaphas, ‘It must be quiet and exclusive. It will be Passover in a few days
and the crowds will follow Him.’
‘Yes, but while everyone is eating Passover, they will leave Him alone’, states Judas.
‘What do you want for it?’ asks Caiaphas.
‘Silver.’
‘How much?’
‘Thirty.’
‘When we get our man, you will get your silver.’
Judas leaves the council and the heavy door is shut behind him.
The men are dumb-founded.

They all jump up and down in excitement.

‘Amazing!’
‘Who would ever guess?’ suggests one.
A Sadducee asks, ‘How did that happen?’
‘Providence is on our side’, states the high priest.
‘Providence?’ asks someone.
‘To save the nation’, concludes Caiaphas, ‘It is better that one man die than the whole
nation.’
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‘Yes, you are right. Meeting adjourned.’
**********
‘Ooooh, it is so sad’, laments Summer.
‘Yes’, responds Jeannette. ‘Poor Jesus. We know what is happening to Him, but does
Jesus know?’
‘Oh yes’, replies Meilon. ‘He knows exactly what they are doing?’
‘And He let Judas go to the council?’ she asks.
‘Yes. Remember, free will is given to everyone. Judas made his own decisions and
Jesus allowed it’, explains the angel.
Betil then tells the children that tomorrow will be Jesus’ last day in the temple. He has
been teaching the people every day since the 10th, and this is His last opportunity to
warn the people.
‘You will first have a glimpse of something special’, hints Meilon.
‘Ooooh, goody.’
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Chapter 23
‘

Woes and Supper

Good morning children’, greet the angels.

‘What are we going to see today?’ asks Jeannette.
‘Follow me’, says Meilon, ‘and you will have a tiny glimpse of a special garden.’
After walking a short distance, Meilon asks us to stop. ‘Stand right here.’
Betil then tells the children, ‘You are standing on the very edge of the Garden of Eden.’
‘Ooooh’, cry the children in amazement.
‘The real Garden of Eden?’ asks Kevin.
‘Yes, the real Garden of Eden’, answers Betil.
‘But how can it be here?’ wonders Jeannette.
Meilon explains. ‘The garden remained on the earth for many years, but before the
flood, God took it to heaven. He did not want it to be destroyed as it was still perfect.’
‘Oh, how wonderful’, states Summer.
‘If you look across that way’, says Betil, ‘you will see the tree of life, and on its left a bit
further across, the tree of knowledge of good and evil.’
‘Oh, that’s the forbidden tree’, laments Kevin.
‘Yes, the one they were not permitted to eat’, states Meilon.
‘But they did eat it’, mourns Jeannette.
‘Children, one day your Saviour will meet with Adam in this very garden. If you
are faithful, you will see them meet.’
‘What will Adam do?’ asks Summer.
‘Memories will return, and He will fall at the feet of His Creator with a grateful heart’,
responds Betil.
‘Can we go through the gate?’ asks Jeannette.
‘No’, explains Betil, ‘not until Jesus returns to earth after His second coming. Then you
will watch Adam meet His Saviour, and everyone will be permitted to walk through the
garden.’
Photographer: Geoff Robinson.

**************

The temple is beginning
to
crowd
with
worshippers.
It is the day before
Passover preparation,
and Jesus has a very
important
message.
When the people are
gathered, he begins to
speak.
107

Model made: Alec Garrard.

www.telegraph.co.uk.

‘You must listen carefully. Do not do what the scribes and Pharisees do. They put
heavy burdens on the shoulders of others, but won’t lift one of their fingers to help
carry the burden.
Everything they do is simply to be seen of men.
They wear
gorgeous robes, and they love sitting in the best seats at feasts and in the synagogue.
They love to hear you say, ‘Rabbi, rabbi’. Don’t call them Rabbi. Don’t call them
‘Father’. Your Father is in heaven. Don’t call them ‘Master’. The Messiah is your
Master.’
The people are amazed at the words of Jesus. They find it amusing to see the Pharisees
and Sadducees defeated, yet they respect their leaders and believe they have the way to
eternal life.
Still speaking to the people, Jesus says, ‘It is better for you to be humble. Don’t
exalt yourself. If you humble yourself, God will exalt you in His time.’
The message for the leaders is not a gentle word of encouragement, but a
condemnation. This is necessary that the common people might understand the
characters of the men in whom they trust for eternal life.
Their trust and allegiance
must turn from men to the Messiah and the Word of God.
‘Woe unto you scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites. You shut the door to the kingdom of
heaven. You don’t go in yourselves and you don’t let anyone else in either.
You make long public prayers before the people.
Woe unto you scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites. You would travel the ocean to make
another Pharisee, but he becomes far worse than you. You are fools and blind guides.’
The multitude is spellbound.
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Jesus speaks as a Judge before the accused. The leaders shudder at His words.
‘Woe unto you scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites. You tithe your little herbs, but don’t
have mercy or faith. You are hard and exacting.
‘Woe unto you scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites. You clean the outside of the cup, but
the inside is dirty. If you clean the inside, the outside will be clean too. You cover
your cups with a cloth so you won’t swallow an insect. Instead you swallow a
camel.’ The people glance at one another and smile. Jesus has a sense of humour.
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The Pharisees and scribes are incensed, but no one moves.
‘Woe unto you scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites. You are like white tombstones. They
look beautiful on the outside, but inside are dead men’s bones. You look nice in your
gorgeous robes, but inside you are filled with hypocrisy and sin.’
Jesus is calm and self-possessed as He speaks. There is no rage in His heart or voice.
His wrath is holy and against the prince of darkness. The devil has been whispering in
the ears of the leaders of Israel and Jesus longs for them to repent. He knows they
have the spirit of murder in their hearts.
‘Woe unto you scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites. You are the children of those who
killed the prophets. You are serpents and a generation of vipers.
‘“O Jerusalem, Jerusalem, you who killed the prophets and stoned those who are
sent to you, how often would I have gathered you as a hen gathers her chickens and puts
them under her wings. And you would not.”’
Walking towards the temple doors, Jesus calls His disciples. He looks at the priests
and Jewish leaders. His loving heart is filled with sadness, but there is nothing
more He can do for them.
He announces, ‘Behold your house is left unto you desolate’, and walks out of the
temple for the last time.
************
‘Children’, says Meilon. ‘You are going to witness difficult things in the next few days
and it will be very hard for you – for all of us.’
‘The end is fast closing in on Jesus’, adds Betil. The children are quiet.
‘Now you will see the celebration of Passover’, states Meilon, ‘the last one Jesus has
with His disciples.’
***********
‘John’, says Jesus. ‘It is time to prepare for Passover. Take another disciple and find
a room where we can celebrate the Passover. When you go to town, follow a man
bearing a pitcher of water. The room will be ready for you.’
‘Yes Master.’
John takes his brother James who asks, ‘How will we find a man with a water pot?’
‘Men don’t usually carry water pots’, says John.
‘Right’, replies James, ‘so it should not be too hard.’
James and John walk up and down the streets looking for the man. Suddenly James spots
him, ‘Look, there he is.’
They hurry after the water carrier to a two-story house, and meeting the owner ask,
‘The Master said, Show me the guest chamber where I shall eat the Passover with my
disciples?’
He replies, ‘Come, I will show you’, and takes the disciples to a large upper room fully
furnished and prepared, with plates, knives, forks, spoons and cups.
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James and John purchase grape juice, herbs, eggs, apples, nuts and unleavened matzoh
bread. In the upper room they prepare the herbs, roast the eggs, cut up and mix the
apples, nuts and cinnamon. Salt is added to water for moistening the flat bread.
The disciples bring the lamb set aside since the 10th, and at the appointed hour on the
evening of the 14th, prepare it for roasting.
James notifies the other disciples of the venue and gradually they make their way
to the upper room. When the meat is cooked, Jesus arrives.
It is a happy occasion for the disciples to remember the wonderful deliverance of the
first born in Egypt. But for Jesus, it is His last opportunity to minister to His disciples.
He is quiet and subdued.
Judas takes a seat close to Jesus.
John sits close on the other side, and with loving tenderness, places his head on the
Master’s chest.
After partaking of the Passover meal, Jesus rises from His chair, and taking a large bowl,
fills it with water. He then girds Himself with a towel and begins to wash the feet of
His disciples.
Peter is upset. ‘No Lord, you will never wash my feet.’
Jesus replies. ‘Peter, if I do not wash your feet, you have no part with Me.’
‘Oh, then wash all of me, my head and my hands.’
‘No, you only need your feet washed. You are clean, but not all.’
Jesus takes grape juice and an unbroken matzoh in His hands and prays over them.
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He then gives the bread to His disciples saying, ‘This is my body which is given for you;
this do in remembrance of me.’
The disciples pass the flat bread around the table. Each breaks off a piece and eats it in
silence.
Jesus then takes the grape juice and passes a large cup to His disciples.
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‘This cup is the new testament in my blood, which is shed for you… I will not drink of
the fruit of the vine, until the kingdom of God shall come.’
Each disciple takes a sip from the cup and passes it to the disciple next to him.
What does Jesus mean?
The minds of the disciples are on the glory of the kingdom and they have no
comprehension of His approaching death.
In the quietness, Jesus makes a startling announcement. ‘Truly, truly I say to you, one
of you will betray Me.’
The disciples gasp in horror. They look at one another, wondering who would do such
an evil deed.
Peter leans over to John, ‘Ask the Master who it is?’ John lifts His head to Jesus and asks,
‘Lord, is it I?’
Jesus takes a piece of bread in his hands, then replies, ‘It is the one to whom I shall give
the bread, when I have dipped it.’ He dips a piece of the flat bread into the salted water
and hands it to Judas.
Judas immediately gets up from his seat and walks towards the door.
Jesus says to him, ‘What you do, do quickly.’
No one understands Jesus’ words, except Judas.
The disciples all speak at once. ‘We wouldn’t betray you.’ They shake their heads to
confirm their loyalty.
Peter’s voice sounds above them all. ‘Master I will never betray you. No, I would
rather die than betray you.’ He speaks with strong conviction.
Jesus replies sadly, ‘Simon Peter, you will deny me three times this very day, before
the rooster crows twice.’
Peter’s mouth drops open, but he says nothing.
Jesus is anxious to give the disciples all the instruction possible in the little time left, and
begins to teach truths from the Word of God.
Peter listens, but his heart is aching.
He keeps asking himself, ‘How could Jesus say that of me? Doesn’t he trust me? I will
never deny Him.’
**********
‘Meilon, where did Judas go?’ asks Kevin.
‘He went to the temple to meet the Jewish leaders. He had already met and told them
he will lead them to the Garden of Gethsemane. Now he will betray Jesus as the signal
for the leaders.’
Jeannette is amazed the disciples do not understand who will betray Him. ‘After all’,
she says, ‘Jesus said it so plainly.’
‘Yes’, replies Betil. ‘This is because the disciples believed Jesus would set up His
kingdom and rule in Jerusalem as king. This is what they waited for with longing desire.’
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‘Yes’, adds Meilon, ‘even Judas believed that’.
The children are amazed. ‘Why did he betray Him to death then?’
‘You will see’, states Meilon.
He continues. ‘Judas did not think Jesus would allow Himself to be crucified. He wanted
to hurry Him up to become king so he could have a high position of rulership.’
‘Ooooh, how awful’, says Summer.
Meilon now puts a question to Kevin. ‘Sonny, do you remember saying yesterday Satan
won’t trick you?’
‘Yes, I guess I said the wrong thing.’
‘I think you did’, the angel replies. ‘I want you to think of Peter saying he would rather
die than betray Jesus. It would have been the same if he said, ‘Satan won’t trick me’.
But he was tricked wasn’t he?’
‘Yes.’
Meilon continues. ‘You see, Peter trusted in himself and not Jesus. You need to be
careful you are not trusting in yourself too.’
‘How can I be sure I don’t trust myself?’ asks Kevin.
‘You have asked a good question sonny. Spend time with God and your Bible every day,
and never boast of what you can do or won’t do.’
‘Oh thank you.’
‘Now children’, counsels Betil. ‘Jesus is going to go through a terrible ordeal, so you
must pray and ask God to help you tomorrow.’
‘Be early in the morning’, calls Meilon as they fly off.
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Chapter 24

Suffering and Betrayal

Oma’, asks Summer.

‘

‘Can we pray before we leave?’

‘Yes dear, that would be good.’
The two kneel in prayer asking God to help them witness the scenes of Jesus’ suffering
during the day. It is a blessing to both of them, and they know their prayer will be
answered.
After meeting Jeannette and Kevin, the four travel through the Orion nebula until they
reach its edge, just before the holy city. When they look at the beautiful gates of
pearl, they are surprised to see Meilon and Betil standing there with other angels.
‘Oh, we did not expect to see you here’, say the children as they approach the pearly
gates.
‘We are going to travel by angelic chariot today to a certain place’, smiles Betil.
words have an air of mystery about them. Everyone is excited.

His

Artist: Nancy Hamilton-Myers

In a moment the six travellers are resting comfortably in the arms of the angel
chariots. Instead of heading in a direction beyond the New Jerusalem, they turn to
face the Great Nebula of Orion.
‘Oh, where are we going?’ calls Jeannette, but her voice drifts off into space.
Travelling through Orion in chariots is a new experience and very enjoyable.
entrance to the nebula, they head in the direction of….

At the

‘Hey, we are going towards the earth’, cries Kevin.
Soon they are able to see the earth in the distance and wonder when the angels will
stop.
‘Oh, are we going home again?’ calls Summer.
But no, the angel-chariots approach a planet within view of the beautiful blue
earth.
Soon their feet touch the grassy land.
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The children are full of smiles and tell the angels, ‘We were really surprised to be
heading back through the nebula.’
‘You were a bit secretive Betil when you told us’, states Jeannette.
‘It was a surprise’, he replies.
Looking around the planet, they see lovely green grass and many trees. ‘Oh, it’s a green
planet’, says Oma.
Meilon and Betil smile.
green flowers.’

‘Yes, it is a green planet. Look around and you will even see

The girls run off to find them, and in a short while return with flowers in their hands.
‘Look at the green flowers.’
‘Why is everything green?’ asks Kevin.
‘Guess.’
‘I know. I know’, he replies. ‘It’s because of faith.’
‘Yes Kevin, you are right’, answers Betil.
‘You will need faith today as you watch Jesus’, adds Meilon.
The angels then say, ‘We wanted you to be close to earth so you will feel closer to
Jesus.’
‘Oh thank you’, say the children.
***********
After Jesus and His disciples sing a hymn, they walk the short distance over the brook
Kedron to the garden of Gethsemane.
As they enter its gates, Jesus becomes unsteady on His feet. Concerned,
some of the disciples place their hands on His arms to support Him.
Walking among the olive trees, Jesus groans and almost falls.
Him? Is He sick?

What is happening to

Eight of His disciples are to wait near the entrance to pray for Him and themselves.
Peter, James and John are taken into the inner recesses of the garden. ‘Wait here’, says
Jesus, ‘and pray that you enter not into temptation.’
With great difficulty, the Saviour stumbles a little further and kneels on the ground.
‘Father’, He prays, ‘will you take this trial from Me? I can’t feel your beams of light
any more.’
‘Oh My Father, is there another way?’
The disciples stay awake only a short
while, then they fall asleep.
Jesus agonizes in prayer and
concludes, ‘Father, if there is no other
way, Your will be done.’
Jesus rises painfully from His knees,
and approaching the three closest
disciples, He finds them asleep.
Image source -- www.turnbacktogod.com
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When they awaken, they are shocked at the face of Jesus. It is strained and sad.
What is happening to their beloved Master?
‘Wait and watch with Me’, He says tenderly.
Returning to His place of prayer, the Saviour falls to the ground in agony. He cries out,
‘Father, I am being separated from you. Do not forsake Me. Father, is there another
way?’
His agony deepens and with tears Jesus continues pleading. His face presses on the
cold ground and the pores of His skin open to allow blood to escape with the
perspiration.
‘Father, spare me from drinking this cup, but Your will not mine.’
There is no sound in the garden, except for the occasional call of a night bird. The
shadows from the Passover moon cast an eerie glow.
Again Jesus struggles to His feet. He hopes His disciples are praying for Him. But no,
they are asleep. When Peter, James and John awaken, they are shocked at the sight
of Jesus’ blood-stained face. They hardly recognize Him.
What is happening to their beloved Master?
Jesus returns to His place of prayer and again falls to the ground.
Suddenly a voice whispers in His ear, ‘Give up. It’s no use. Your disciples are asleep again.
They don’t care about your suffering. They don’t believe you. It’s all a wasted effort. Your
own nation has rejected you. The human race is not worth all this suffering.’
Jesus groans as the unity with His Father is broken up. ‘Oh Father, don’t leave me.
Is there another way to save the human race?’
The tempter’s voice sounds again in His ear. ‘I gave you another way in the wilderness, but
you refused. It’s not worth it. Give up….’
***********
The children’s eyes are wet with tears.
They look around the greenery. No angels are in sight.
‘Where are Meilon and Betil?’ asks Jeannette.
Summer can hardly speak.

She shakes her head. ‘I don’t know. They’ve left us.’

Kevin is sobbing. Jeannette puts her arms around him. ‘I know why we had to pray’, he
manages to say. The two cry together.
Suddenly Summer has a thought. She calls out to Kevin and Jeannette. ‘Maybe it’s the
green we need to remember.’
Jeanette looks up. ‘Yes….. faith. We need to believe.’
Kevin’s lips quiver. ‘I believe’, he says, and bursts into tears again.
************
Heaven is very quiet. No harps are playing and no angels are singing.
All eyes are wet with tears, but the angels keep their vigil in watching their beloved
Commander.
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They whisper words of encouragement as He struggles in Gethsemane, although Jesus
cannot hear their loving words.
‘Don’t give up’, they cry softly.
‘Master, victory is before you. There will be humans who believe, even children will be
saved. Hold on.’
‘Hold on beloved Son of God.’
************
The suffering of Jesus grows more intense and He almost faints.
‘I’ve got you now’, taunts the devil. ‘Give up.’
The heart of Jesus trembles. He prays for His disciples and for His own tempted soul.
It is time to make a decision.
The power of sin and the helplessness of man comes to His mind. He sees a world
lying in wickedness unable to rescue itself from destruction. He sees souls saved in His
kingdom, men, women and children rejoicing in the victory of salvation.
His decision is made --- He will save man at any cost to Himself.
though it means eternal separation from you, Your will be done.’

‘My Father, even

Jesus drops to the ground and the Father withdraws the last of His beams of light.
Jesus is dying.
‘Gabriel’, says the Father. ‘Go to Him now!
Gabriel flies like lightning to the side of His beloved Commander.
He kneels down and places his Master’s head close to his chest. Very gently he wipes
away the bloody sweat from Jesus’ face.
‘Master’, whispers Gabriel, ‘millions of men, women and children will be saved in the
kingdom as a result of your sacrifice.’
Peter, James and John are suddenly awakened
by the light.
They see Gabriel bending over
Jesus, and hear his gentle voice. They listen as
he comforts the Saviour, giving Him
encouragement and strength to go on to the
cross.
Now the disciples do not fear for their Master,
believing God has sent an angel to protect Him.
Instead of staying awake and praying for
Jesus, the eyes of the disciples soon grow
weary and they are once more asleep.
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The angel moves into the shadows. Jesus rises to
His feet with difficulty and walks slowly to the
three sleeping disciples.

Again they awaken at His presence. Looking into His face, they see perfect calmness
with no trace of His previous agony.
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The Messiah stands as a king in His majesty.
Jesus looks at His sleepy disciples, and speaking softly, says, ‘Sleep on now and take your
rest. The hour has come that the Son of man will be betrayed into the hands of sinners.’
************
‘I wish Meilon and Betil would come back’, says Jeannette.
‘Maybe they won’t’, sighs Summer.
‘Do you think they want us to feel alone like Jesus does?’ Jeannette ponders the thought.
‘Yes, it’s possible.’
‘I think they want us to learn the lesson of faith and believing’, suggests Kevin. ‘That
means we should not complain. If I start to complain the angels won’t be happy with
me, and I know Jesus won’t.’
‘Okay, then we won’t’, agrees Jeannette.
‘Let’s sing’, says Summer.
The children and Oma begin to sing ‘Jesus Loves Me’.
‘Jesus loves me, this I know.
For the Bible tells me so. Little ones to Him belong,
They are weak, but He is strong.
Yes, Jesus loves me. Yes, Jesus loves me.
Yes, Jesus loves me. The Bible tells me so.’
Their voices waft through limitless space into the presence of God, and the Father
hears the melody.
His heart is encouraged. His dear earthly children are putting
their faith into practise.
His Son’s victory will be worthwhile.
***********
Suddenly the still night air is broken by the sound of a mob approaching.
Lights from lamps flash among the trees of Gethsemane. Soon the luxurious robes
of the priests and elders are seen, accompanied by Roman soldiers.
The disciples are bewildered. ‘What is happening?’
As the mob advances, Jesus steps forward and asks, ‘Whom do you seek?’
‘Jesus of Nazareth’, they reply.
‘I AM’ replies Saviour.
As Jesus identifies Himself, Gabriel steps between Him and the mob. Immediately a
divine light illumines the face of Jesus. A beautiful light surrounds Him and He is
glorified before the arresting party.
Everyone in the mob falls backwards to the ground.
presence.

No one is able to stand in His

The light fades and the men slowly get back on their feet. Ignoring the glory they have
just witnessed, the soldiers await the signal to arrest Jesus.
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Judas walks forward and embraces Jesus. He kisses Him as if in loving devotion.
Gently Jesus asks, ‘Do you betray me with a kiss?’
Judas says nothing.
The disciples look on in silence. They have no fear for their Master, an angel is at hand
to protect Him.
All at once soldiers grab Jesus by the wrists and hold His arms tightly behind His back.
Peter is incensed and grabs a sword.

In one swoop he slices off man’s ear.

Immediately Jesus releases His arms from the firm grip of the soldiers and restores the
ear.
It all happens in a moment.

Everyone is startled.

Gradually the soldiers regain their composure and again grip the arms of Jesus. They
must move quickly lest He escape.
‘Hold Him fast’, cautions Caiaphas.
The soldiers push the Saviour in front of them into the darkness.
The disciples are terrified. They are offended that Jesus has allowed Himself to be
taken.
Peter turns to the other disciples, ‘I am out of here. We best save ourselves.’ All
eleven disciples turn on their heels and run…
***********
‘It is so hard watching Jesus suffer’, says Summer.
‘Yes’, responds Jeannette, ‘and it’s not over yet.’
‘We have to remember the green’, reminds Kevin.
They all say the word together, ‘Yes – faith.’
Summer remembers the suffering of Jesus in the garden of Gethsemane and wants
to know why He began to suffer before He was arrested.
‘Summer’, explains Oma. ‘The Father put the sins of the world on Jesus as He entered
the garden.’
‘Oh, is that why He nearly fell?’ asks Kevin.
Oma continues.

‘Yes, to pay the penalty for our sins, He had to bear them.’

‘It must have been hard for the Father to do it’, maintains Jeannette.
‘Oh yes dear. The Father has suffered a lot too.’
‘That means Jesus is carrying my sins’, gasps Kevin. The realization comes as a shock.
‘Oh I am so sorry’, and he begins to cry.
The girls bow their heads and ask God to forgive them for adding to Jesus’ pain.
Oma leads them all in a prayer of dedication.
When she has finished the prayer, Oma says, ‘I think we should be going home. It’s
getting late. I wish Meilon and Betil were here to say goodbye, but they aren’t, so let’s
just go.’ It takes no time at all for them to arrive home.
The Father watches the children leave the planet, happy with the way they are learning.
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Chapter 25

The Illegal Trial

Oma and Summer wonder if they will be able to find the green planet. They bow in
prayer together, asking for strength and directions.
Meeting Jeannette and Kevin they head in the direction of the planet.
‘I am not sure which way’, calls Oma to the children. ‘Does anyone remember?’
‘I think it’s this way’, shouts Jeannette. Everyone follows her, but after some time, they
realise their direction is wrong.
‘Oh dear, I think we are lost’, calls Kevin.
Suddenly Summer sees an angel. ‘Ooooh, angel. Angel, can you help us?’ she calls.
The angel stops his flight and flies towards the children. ‘Where do you want to go?’
‘We are looking for the green planet’, they say together.
‘You are going the wrong way.
there, you will see it soon.’

If you head in the direction of that bright star over

‘Thank you so much’, smiles Oma. ‘Come, let us fly in the direction of the star.’
Soon they are in sight of the green planet and their feet drift down to the soft grass.
‘Well, we are here. I think we should have a prayer to thank God an angel happened to
fly in our direction’, suggests Oma.
After prayer, the children walk among the trees, hoping to see Meilon and Betil. They
are disappointed; the angels are nowhere to be seen.
‘Do you think they have deserted us altogether?’ asks Jeannette.
‘No’, states Summer. ‘They wouldn’t do that.’
‘Of course they wouldn’t’, adds Kevin.
‘Stay positive Jeannette and believe this is happening for a reason.’
‘You are right. I will do that’, agrees Jeannette.
************
In heaven, every angel is maintaining a watch of their beloved Commander. While He is
suffering on earth they cannot go to Him, neither can they busy themselves with
normal activities. They cannot even meet with the children on the green planet.
Their hearts are aching.
The Father is keeping watch over the children. When He saw them losing their way, He
sent an angel to give directions. Nothing is missed by the Father.
And nothing of His Son’s suffering goes unnoticed either.
Sin is so evil, the Father must withdraw His presence from His Son. He has had to place
the sins of every human being on Him, and it broke the Father’s heart. No longer
can His beams of light encourage and strengthen His innocent Son.
God’s Son must suffer alone.
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As the Father listens to His Son’s pleas to save man by some other means, His heart
aches. He must remain silent. There is no other way.
When it was discussed in the heavenly councils the Son understood perfectly, but in His
humanity, the guilt of man’s sin has overwhelmed Him. He fears His humanity will not
cope with the final scenes. His greatest fear is that the vileness of sin will cut Him off
from His Father for eternity.
The Saviour cannot see victory on the other side of the tomb for Himself, but by
faith He believes His death will save mankind.
The Son submits to His Father’s will, believing He Himself will be lost.

************
Jesus is pushed along the narrow streets to the council rooms, first to meet with Annas,
then Caiaphas and the committee.
Judas follows, clutching his money bag.
The disciples have left the garden, but John returns to follow Jesus. Peter cautiously
follows behind him.
John sits in a quiet corner where He can watch the proceedings. Peter is uneasy.
doesn’t want to be recognised as a disciple, so he mingles with the servants.

He

Inside the council room, Jesus is being interrogated. A charge must be found against
Him.
False witnesses are brought in, but they are evasive and often contradict
each other. Caiaphas is at a loss to know what to do.
A charge must be found to
bring before the Jewish nation, and a charge acceptable to Rome.
Jesus stands quietly before Caiaphas, patiently waiting the final stage of His passion.
The hall is noisy as men argue and debate. Tensions mount.
One of the false witnesses states under oath, ‘We heard Him say, I will destroy this
temple that is made with hands, and within three days I will build another made
without hands.’
Others who also claimed to hear Jesus speak these words disagree entirely. ‘No, He
did not say that. He said….’
The chief priests and the council try for two hours to find witnesses whose stories sound
credible. But none are found.
Caiaphas asks Jesus, ‘Do you say nothing when these witnesses testify against you?’
Jesus answers not a word.
The high priest then stands to his feet and with pomp and great importance states,
‘Under oath, before the living God, tell us whether you are the Messiah, the Son of God.’
Jesus looks at Him and answers, ‘I am. You will see the Son of man sitting on the
right hand of God in power, and coming in the clouds of heaven.’
In anger Caiaphas tears his priestly robe, something a high priest is never permitted to
do.
He then announces to the council, ‘He has spoken blasphemy. What further need
have we of witnesses? You heard His blasphemy. What do you say?’
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The men cry out in unison, ‘He is guilty of death.
After the verdict is given, the men lose all dignity and reason. Rushing towards Jesus,
they push and shove Him. Some spit upon Him. Others slap His face.
‘Hey Messiah, prophesy to us.’
‘Who hit you? Prophesy.’
Jesus remains silent.
Suddenly there is a piercing scream.
A man runs frantically to Caiaphas. It is
Judas. He throws the silver on the floor and yells, ‘Let Him go. I have betrayed
innocent blood.’
The high priest is startled.
His hypocrisy has been revealed and he doesn’t know what to do.
embarrassment he blurts out, ‘What is that to us?’ He scorns the traitor.

In his

In desperation, Judas turns to Jesus.
He throws himself at the Saviour’s feet,
and with tears streaming down his face, cries, ‘Master, release yourself.’
Jesus looks sadly at Judas. ‘This is why I came into the world.’
The traitor can bear his guilt no longer. He runs from the hall and finding a rope, hangs
himself on a tree.
***********
Outside the hall, it is cold. In the early hours of the morning, Peter sits with the servants
around the fire.
One of the ladies looks at him.
‘Say, you are a disciple, aren’t you?’
Peter looks at her dumbfounded.
about.’

He replies, ‘I don’t know what you are talking

The disciple gets up from the fire and walks towards to the porch. A young lady
notices him and says to a friend, ‘Hey, this fellow was with Jesus. I saw him.’
Peter answers with an oath, ‘I don’t know the man.’
A little while later, some of the men recognise Peter. ‘You are one of them. Your
speech betrays you.’ Denying it, Peter begins to curse and swear.
Immediately a rooster crows.
Instinctively, Peter turns to look inside the hall. He sees someone
slap Jesus across the face.
His heart is broken.
Peter rushes out of the court yard, tears streaming down his cheeks.
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He runs through the dark streets of Jerusalem to Gethsemane, and falling on the ground
where Jesus had prayed in agony, the repentant disciple weeps bitterly.
Inside the council rooms, the men continue discussing what to do. It is against Jewish
law to charge a man by his own testimony. It is also illegal to decide a case during
the night.
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After consideration they accept the charge as valid, and make plans to meet again
when the sun rises in the morning.
For the next few hours, Jesus is placed in a holding room.
in peace, but is made sport of by the soldiers.

He is not permitted to rest

The Saviour suffers greatly.
At the rising of the sun, Caiaphas and the chief priests meet in the council room, and
again ask Jesus if He is the Son of God.
Jesus answers as He did earlier, and the official charge is recorded:

Claims to be the Son of God
Knowing they cannot crucify a man, the assembly makes its way to Pilate’s palace. It is
still early, and when the servants awaken the governor, he is not in the best of moods.
‘What is so urgent?’ he grunts.
‘The high priest Caiaphas has brought a man condemned by the Jewish council. They
need your approval for crucifixion.’
Quickly dressing, Pilate enters the room where Jesus is being held by Roman soldiers.
He takes one look at Jesus’ innocent face, and realises the guilt is with the wily
Jewish priests and not the prisoner.
From that moment, Pilate attempts to release Jesus.
He goes outside to the delegation of priests and asks, ‘What is the charge?’
Caiaphas answers. ‘If He wasn’t condemned we wouldn’t have brought Him to you.’ His
answer is evasive.
Other priests call out, ‘Crucify Him. He’s perverting the nation. He says He’s the king of
the Jews.’
The mob that followed the Jewish leaders begins to chant, ‘Crucify Him.
crucify Him. Crucify Him. Crucify Him. Crucify, crucify Him.’

Crucify,

Pilate is confused.
Standing before Jesus, he asks, ‘Are you the King of the Jews?’
‘You said it.’
‘Why don’t you answer
the charges?
Don’t
you
hear
their
accusations?’
Jesus remains silent.
Pilate is troubled.
He
wants to release Jesus, but
he has tried everything.
Nothing has worked.
He faces the Jewish
leaders again, ‘What will I
do with Jesus?’
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They cry out with a passion, ‘Crucify Him. Crucify Him.
What can Pilate do?
don’t have their way.

These priests could ruin his reputation with Caesar if they

After going back and forth between Jesus and the Jewish hierarchy, the governor sits
down on the judgment seat and asks for a basin of water. Pilate then washes his hands
and says before all, ‘I am innocent of the blood of this just man; you see to it.’
The chief priests cry out at the top of their voices, ‘His blood be on us and on our
children.’
Pilate then orders Jesus to be beaten with many stripes and given to the Jews for
crucifixion.
Jesus is taken to the common hall, stripped of His own garment and a scarlet robe
thrown over His shoulders. A reed-sceptre is placed in His hand, and a crown of thorns
pushed hard upon His brow. The soldiers then mock the Saviour on bended knee, ‘Hail,
King of the Jews.’
After tiring of their sport, the men lead Jesus away to be crucified.
**********
‘Oh, this is horrible’, cries Jeannette.
‘Poor Jesus is suffering so much’, sobs Kevin. ‘And it’s all for us.’
‘I don’t think I will be able to watch the crucifixion’, groans Summer.
‘No, me either’, sighs Jeannette.
The children dry their tears, but their eyes well up again.
‘Children’, says Oma, ‘if you don’t want to watch the crucifixion, that’s okay.’
‘Jesus will understand won’t He?’ suggests Kevin.
‘Yes’, replies Oma.
same.’

‘Watch as long as you can, then turn away.

I will be doing the

‘We want to watch, but we don’t’, admits Summer. ‘It’s hard isn’t it?’
‘Children, the most important thing is to never forget what Jesus has done for us.’
‘I love Him’, says Kevin.
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Chapter 26

The Cruel Cross

Jesus

is led away from the governor’s palace.
the streets of Jerusalem and to the place of the skull.

They usher Him roughly through

It is now 8.30 in the morning. Men and women are setting up their market stalls.
Children are hurried off to school.
Seeing a procession coming down the street, one bystander asks, ‘What is this?’
‘I don’t know’, answers another. ‘A prisoner on the way to crucifixion I guess.’
‘Look….. Look….. It’s Jesus’, cries a woman.
‘Oh no. They aren’t going to crucify Him are they?’
‘Nooooooo. Let Him go’, shrieks a young girl. ‘He is our Saviour.

He is the Messiah.’

‘Are you going to crucify the Messiah?’ a man demands of the soldiers. He is pushed
aside.
Women are crying. Many begin to shout at the top of their voices, ‘Stop. Stop.’
Others try to pull Jesus to them.
Roman soldiers push the women to the side.
over.’

‘Get out of the way. Move! Move

Struggling under the weight of the cross beam, Jesus falls to the ground. Roman
soldiers try to force Him onto His feet, but it is impossible.
Jesus has been weakened by His ordeal in Gethsemane. The weight of the guilt of sin is
crushing Him. He has been dragged from trial to trial, battered by the Jews and the
Romans, and finally flogged with many stripes. His back is bruised and bleeding.
His life force is wearing away.
The soldiers look around for a man to carry the cross.
words, ‘Jews won’t carry it.’

‘All Jews.’ They spit out the

What are they to do?
‘There’s a man’, shouts one. ‘He’s African. Get him.’
The soldiers pull Simon of Cyrene into the procession and place the beam on his
back. Jesus struggles on behind.
When they arrive at Calvary, the two thieves yell and scream as the soldiers place
them on crosses.
Jesus waits quietly.
When the time comes for the Saviour to be crucified, He allows Himself to be stretched
out on the cross. He says nothing.
‘Bring the nails’, yells a soldier.
He picks up a nail and places it on the hand of Jesus.
***********
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Then he lifts the hammer and….

‘I can’t watch’, cries Summer, with tears streaming down her face.
The children put their hands over their eyes and sob.
too.

Oma’s eyes are wet with tears

‘Oh it’s too awful’, grieves Jeannette.
‘Jesus, I am sorry I have sinned’, cries Kevin.

‘I am sorry you had to suffer for me.’

‘Me too’, say the girls. After a few moments,
Jeannette ventures to take a look at Calvary. The cross has been erected and Jesus is
hanging upon it.
‘Father, forgive them, they don’t
know what they are doing?’
‘Oh, did you hear that’, cries
Jeannette. ‘Jesus is praying for
those who
have crucified Him. Isn’t He
wonderful.’
************
It is 9.00 in the morning. Many
have gathered around the cross.
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The chief priests call out in mockery. ‘Come down from the cross if you are the Son of
God.’
‘Yes, He saved others’, yells another. ‘He can’t save Himself’,
Together they laugh, little realising they are fulfilling Scripture.
The disciples stand at the foot of the cross bewildered. ‘We thought He was the
Messiah, but now He is on a cross. How can He set up His kingdom if He is dead?’
Their hearts are aching and their hopes crushed.
Jesus’ mother has followed her Son all the way to Calvary. She weeps openly.
Some who have been healed stand mourning the loss of the great Healer.
Angels are stationed around the cross, protecting their Commander from the presence
of Lucifer and his angels.
Over the head of Jesus is the charge in Hebrew, Greek and Latin. It says: JESUS OF
NAZARETH KING OF THE JEWS.

The chief priests are angry.
A delegation makes a special trip to Pilate. ‘Change the sign’, they demand. ‘Don’t put
that He is the King of the Jews, but that He said He was King of the Jews.’
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Pilate has no time for these wicked men. ‘Get out of here. What I have written, I have
written.’
It is now midday.
intense.

Jesus has been on the cross for three hours. His

suffering

is

***********
In heaven, the angels continue watching their beloved Master.
to glance towards the light of the Father.

An angel happens

‘The light of God is moving’, he says to his friend.
Others turn to see it and all the angels watch the light move slowly through the
streets of the holy city and out the gates of pearl.
‘The Father is going down to earth’, say the angels.
‘We should have known He would go’, reasons another.
‘Yes, He cannot bear to be separated from His Son.’
**********
Suddenly everything turns black on Calvary.
blackness of midnight covers the land.

The sun is blotted out and the

Panic grips the crowd.
‘Was this the Messiah we put to death?’ ask many.
‘Maybe it was.’
The place of execution is silent. The cursing stops.
The angels protecting Jesus see the light of the Father approaching the cross. In the
thick supernatural darkness, His presence cannot be seen by anyone else. Not even
Jesus can see it.
The Father places Himself as close as possible to His beloved.
At times a flash of lightning reveals the face of the Saviour.
‘What have we done?’ groans a man.
He glances back at the cross just as lightning flashes. The face of Jesus is seen shining
with the glory of God.
‘Ooooh’, he gasps, ‘He is the Messiah.’
Guilt piercing his soul, he yells at the top of his voice.
‘We crucified the Messiah.’
Fear grips the people.
They dare not move in the darkness. Soon the clouds
move away and the sun shines in its full strength.
The crosses of the two thieves are visible. The
centre cross, upon which hangs the Saviour, is covered
in blackness.
The last three hours pass slowly for Jesus.
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The sins of the world are crushing out His life.
In a little while His heart will collapse under the strain. The Father is close to His Son, but
He must remain silent.
The loneliness and loss of His Father’s favour suddenly overwhelms Jesus and He cries
out in mental agony, ‘My God, My God, why have You forsaken Me?’
The words tear at the Father’s heart. He must endure the pain. He cannot whisper
loving words in His Son’s ear, or even make His presence known. He says nothing.
As the last hour ticks away, Jesus becomes weaker and weaker. He has no sense of
victory, although by faith He is confident that His sacrifice will save many men, women
and children in the kingdom.
The end is near.
‘Father, it is finished. Into Thy hands I commend My spirit.’
At the last moment before His final breath, God the Father removes the sense of loss
from His Son.
‘Son, you’ve won’, He whispers.
Jesus’ head falls forward and He breathes His last. The Son of God is dead.
He has fulfilled the covenant with His Father – humanity will have a second chance.
A brilliant light encircles the face of Jesus, shining with a glory like the sun.
************
‘He is dead’, sobs Summer.
‘Jesus is dead’, repeats Jeannette, tears streaming down her face.
‘It’s all over’, groans Kevin.
At that moment, Jeannette senses the presence of someone next to her. She turns
her head. ‘Ooooh Meilon, you are here.’
Summer and Kevin look up. ‘Meilon and Betil. You have come to us.’ The angels smile.
‘Children, dry your tears. We can now rejoice’, says Betil.
‘Rejoice!’ gasps Summer.
‘Jesus is dead’, exclaims Jeannette. ‘He hasn’t risen yet.’
Meilon states with great conviction. ‘Our Commander has gained the victory of sin,
over the devil and over death.’
‘Yes’, adds Betil, ‘His suffering is over. He has finished His work.’
Together the angels joyfully proclaim, ‘And He will rise on the third day.’
It is all so wonderful, but the children find it hard to change from tears to joy in a
moment.
‘Rejoice children and Oma, rejoice’, encourage the angels.
The children wipe the tears from their eyes.
‘Come’, laughs Meilon, ‘we are going to the New Jerusalem.’
‘Oooooh.’
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‘Goody’, says Kevin. ‘I have missed heaven.’
The girls smile and say to the angels, ‘We missed you too.’
‘I know, but you were tested, and praise God you passed the test. You put your faith
into practise. We were pleased with you, and the Father rejoiced.’
The children are now happy.
‘We are all going to watch the resurrection of Jesus from the New nJerusalem’,
states Betil.
Together they wing their way through the Great Nebula of Orion, and to the holy city.
When they arrive, Betil says, ‘Children, it is nearly Sabbath and Jesus is being buried in
the tomb. We have notified your parents that you will spend Sabbath with us.’
‘Oh goody’, responds Kevin.
‘Let’s go to the grand hall to await the beginning of Sabbath’, invites Meilon.
************
Soon the hall is filled with happy angels. Everyone is smiling.
‘Happy Sabbath children’, greet many of the angels.
‘Sabbath blessings to you all.’
When everyone is seated and every voice is hushed, the light of the Father enters
the grand hall.
Immediately the sound of a silver trumpet rings through the air. Sabbath has begun.
The angelic choir then sings a magnificent song.
‘Oh, it’s wonderful’, marvels Summer.
agreement.

She smiles at Jeannette, who nods in

At the conclusion of the hymn of praise, the Father speaks.
‘My dear angelic children. Tonight we stand victorious over the rebellion of
Lucifer, over sin and over death. My Son Michael has gained the victory and
we can rejoice that His suffering is over. When Sabbath has passed, My Son will
be raised from the dead. At present He is resting from His work of redemption
for the human race. Salvation for men, women and children is a reality.
My Son will briefly visit heaven after His resurrection, but it will be forty days
before He can come home to stay. His heart is now on earth as well as in heaven
and He needs to encourage His beloved disciples.
After My Son has spent forty days with all believers in Jerusalem, Judea and
Galilee, He will return to heaven, together with a special group of people who will
be resurrected at the same time. These will be the trophies of His sacrifice, the
firstfruits of the harvest to come. We will have ten days of celebration when My
Son will be anointed in preparation for His heavenly ministry as high priest of the
Order of Melchisedec. It will be a time of great rejoicing.
On the tenth day, fifty days after His resurrection, He will pour out My Spirit upon
the believers praying in the upper room. It will be a sign to them that My Son is
ready to begin His ministry in heaven on their behalf. And it will be a signal for
them to go into the world to share the good news.
128

You dear angels will then have a major part to play. You must speak to men,
women and children all over the earth, telling them to seek salvation through
God’s only begotten Son. He alone can save them, not works, prayers, idols,
only Yeshua-Jesus.
It will not be easy. Lucifer knows he only has a short time left before he is
destroyed. He will employ his evil angels around the world to lead men, women
and children astray. Do not be discouraged.
Do your part and souls will be saved. Only a remnant in each generation will
accept the good news, but that remnant will be a multitude of saved human
beings in the kingdom. If they die faithful they are safe. They will rest in the
grave until My Son raises them to eternal life when He returns. If they die lost,
there is no more you can do. Their fate is sealed and they will be destroyed with
Lucifer and his angels.
Remember that no one need be lost.
The sacrifice of My Son has covered
every human being on earth. The price paid for sin is complete. Tell this to
everyone who will listen. There is no need to be lost.
Do your work faithfully. Every person saved will be the reward for My Son’s
suffering and they will serve Him as subjects of His kingdom on earth.
My Son will reign on a renewed earth that has no suffering, no sin, no pain, no
tears and no death. This earth-made-new will be as heaven was before Lucifer’s
rebellion. Your hearts will fully rejoice again, never to be saddened.
My Son’s victory has placed a seal on the safety of the universe
so that sin will never rise again. Rejoice my children and sing.’
Immediately the angels burst into rapturous song, filling heaven’s arches with
glorious harmony.
**********
‘Oh, that was wonderful’, smiles Summer.
‘I am so glad we could be there’, adds Jeannette.
Kevin agrees. ‘It was the best worship service I have ever been to.’
‘Children’, says Betil, ‘you will stay with Meilon for your sleep. He will wake you in time
for morning worship.’
‘We will go to my mansion now’, says Meilon.
Betil says goodbye.
morning. Bye.’

‘I will see you later Meilon, and children, farewell until the
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Chapter 27

Sabbath in Heaven

T

‘ his is my mansion children’, says Meilon. ‘Betil lives next door. Caph is across
the street and Josfi down a bit further. Yami and Toga used to live over there.’
‘Oh, are their mansions empty?’ asks Jeannette.
‘Yes, but one day they will be filled with redeemed people from earth.’ Summer is
excited. ‘I hope it will be us.’
Meilon opens the door and invites the children inside.
‘There is no night in heaven children, but you need to sleep.’
‘Are your chairs like Elijah’s?’ asks Kevin.
‘Try them’, smiles Meilon.
The children run towards the chairs and soon find themselves sinking into the soft
cushions.
‘Ooooh, they are beautiful.’
‘Soft and comfy.’ Everyone laughs.
Meilon smiles.
He walks to another room and returns with a plate of food.
children take one look and exclaim, ‘Biscuits.’

The

Taking one each, the children bite into them with oohs and aahs. ‘They are
delicious.’
‘What are they made of?’ asks Summer.
‘Angel’s food’, he replies.
‘Oh manna.’ says Kevin.
‘You guessed it. You like them?’
‘Ooh yes. They are scrumptious cookies’, replies Kevin in between bites.
‘Mmmmm, delicious.’
‘Eat them all. I am going to see if Betil is home yet. I will be with him while you sleep,
enjoy yourselves and rest.’
‘Thanks.’
**********
On the earth, Joseph of Arimathea and Nicodemus
have received permission to take the body of Jesus
from the cross. With the assistance of two young
men, they gently lower Him. It is a sad task,
especially as both of the older men did not
acknowledge Him publicly during His life. Now He is
dead, they will give Him a decent burial.
The four men carry Jesus to Joseph’s sepulchre in a
garden not far from the cross.
They walk slowly
through the trees and enter the cave tomb.
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Joseph sees that the work to lengthen the grave has been done and they gently lay
Jesus in the place prepared.
Having done all they can, Joseph and Nicodemus leave the tomb.
‘Roll back the stone’, they ask.
Meditating on the life of Jesus, they walk the streets of Jerusalem to their homes.
Sabbath will begin in a moment and they want to be with their families.
***********
Meanwhile Satan is actively working with the chief priests to put a Roman guard at the
tomb. Whispering in their ears, he tells them to be careful as Jesus said He would rise
from the dead on the third day.
‘You don’t want to be caught out with the disciples stealing His body, do you? They
could claim He rose from the dead.’
Caiaphas calls his men and sends a delegation to Pilate. ‘We need one hundred soldiers
to guard the sepulchre.’
‘You want to guard a tomb with a dead man?’ asks Pilate.
‘Yes. The disciples might steal His body.’
The governor is exasperated. ‘Uh, you men. You have your guard.’
Achieving his purpose for Roman guards, the devil then stations his angel guards
around the tomb.
‘I want every angel on duty. Stay as close as you can to the tomb. Keep a close
watch for anything unusual, especially His disciples. And make sure God doesn’t try
something.’
‘Yes master. We are off now.’
***********
It doesn’t take the children long to drop off to sleep.
exhausting. Now they can relax.

The

day

has

been

Meilon and Betil spend time together talking about their Commander and looking
forward to His resurrection.
‘It will be wonderful to have our Master back home again’, says Meilon.
‘Oh yes’, answers Betil. ‘It’s been a long time.’
‘We will take the children for a walk in the afternoon to one of the gardens.’
‘What about the butterfly garden?’ suggests Meilon.
‘Yes, they would love that.’
The angels can imagine the girls flitting about with the butterflies.
‘And we can show them a chrysalis and teach them about the transformation
that takes place with the grub into a butterfly, as a lesson of what God can do for
them.’
‘Yes, that is a good idea.’
The angels continue their discussion until it is time for the children to wake up.
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‘I will go and get them’, says Meilon. ‘It is nearly time for worship.’
***********
The grand hall is beginning to fill with happy angels.
Magnificent music and angelic singing echoes throughout the great hall again. The
children are charmed. A gentle piece of music is played by one of the angels on his
harp. It is relaxing and beautiful.
Gabriel is asked to speak.
‘Angels -- and visitors -- it has been my task to accompany our beloved Master
throughout His life on earth. He suffered greatly, but praise God, He gained the
victory. At this moment He lies asleep in the tomb, resting until His Father calls Him.
Lucifer has his guards around the sepulchre, thousands of them. There are also one
hundred Roman soldiers on duty. The purpose Lucifer has in guarding the tomb is to
keep our Commander there for ever. Of course we know better.
The poor disciples do not understand. They are afraid, and are hiding themselves in
the upper room. They fear being put on crosses like their Master. Their hope is gone,
simply because they failed to heed our Master’s words that He would die and rise
again. Their minds were on the false understanding of setting up God’s kingdom on
earth. How difficult is tradition for human beings. It stands in the way of the plainest
words. But we need to be patient.
The sick and suffering are heart-broken. The great Healer is dead. Many who were
healed did not accept our Master as their Saviour, but they sympathised for Him as a
human being.
The Jewish leaders are gloating over the evil deed they have accomplished, however,
through the work of Lucifer, they are now more fearful of our Master in death than
they were in His life. They fear that at any moment He could appear before them.
They have no idea the tomb is surrounded by thousands of wicked angelic beings. They
trust in the Roman guards. When it comes time for God’s Son to awake, how finite the
human guards will be. Even Lucifer and his angels will flee.
Fellow angels, our rejoicing can continue throughout eternity.
Never again will any of us doubt our wonderful God. Sadly, although we all made a
stand against Lucifer, it was still necessary for us to see how evil he would become.
After seeing what he did to our Commander, we are completely separated from all
doubt. God and His Son have been vindicated in their decision to expel Lucifer and his
angels from heaven. When these wicked angels are destroyed, there will not be one
being on any world, in heaven or in earth who will not know that our God is righteous
and holy. Let us rejoice, rejoice and rejoice again.’
When the service is over, the angels leave the grand hall. Some fly to their mansions.
Others walk casually along the golden streets or in the beautiful gardens. Their
conversation is on the soon-to-be-fulfilled resurrection of their beloved Commander.
‘Children’, says Meilon, ‘we are going to a garden this afternoon, a special one.’
‘Oh, I love your treats’, laughs Summer.
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‘I am glad. But first we will have our meal here among the flowers.’
‘Oh, aren’t the lilies beautiful?’ smiles Summer

Elmhurst. Australia

‘Jesus taught that lilies are better than Solomon’s jewels’, says Kevin.
‘Yes, that’s right my boy. They are alive and will never die’, adds Betil.
‘Never die?’ asks Jeannette amazed.
‘No, in heaven, nothing dies.’
In a moment, Betil hands Oma a plate of food and a spoon. Meilon brings a plate for each
of the children. As they dip their spoons in the food before them, they are surprised to find
it has a savoury taste.
‘Oh, it’s nice.’
‘I guess at home you would be having nutmeat patties or a nutolene casserole. Well, this
is our version of those savoury dishes.’
When they have finished, Betil hands each one a bowl. He smiles, ‘This is a sweet.’
‘Mmmm.’ Summer is anxious to try it and dipping her spoon into the dessert, she exclaims,
‘Oh, passionfruit, my favourite.’
‘Mine tastes like peaches’, states Jeannette. ‘That’s my favourite.’
‘And I’ve got the taste of strawberries’, says Kevin. ‘It’s my favourite too.’
‘Oma, what is yours?’ asks Summer.
‘Mine is mango. My favourite fruit.’
Meilon and Betil just smile.
Soon they begin walking to the special garden. Angels are everywhere enjoying their
meal and relaxing. They all wave as we pass.
‘Here we are’, announces Betil.
Suddenly Summer and Jeannette see a butterfly.
‘Jeannette, look at the colour of the flowers,
purple. My favourite colour! Doesn’t the yellow
butterfly look lovely on the purple?
The girls skip about the garden, happily enjoying
themselves. As they walk further into the
garden, he children are amazed at how many
beautiful butterflies cover the leaves and trees.
Public domain
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‘This must be butterfly heaven’, laughs Kevin. Everyone smiles.
‘Oooh, look at that beautiful blue one Jeannette.’
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‘This is the best garden of them all’, she replies.
says Meilon, ‘we will teach you the cycle
of the butterfly. You know the process as
metamorphosis, which means a change of form or
character. We will explain things you will not know
and then will draw lessons from them.’

‘Children’,
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It is a wonderful Sabbath afternoon.

‘Always remember’, counsels Betil, ‘that the butterflies and all other creatures, plants
and people were designed by God and His Son. They spoke them into existence.’
‘It is much better than evolution’, responds Kevin. ‘My teacher says everything
happened by chance. I don’t know how he can
believe that because he doesn’t think a car happened by chance or an aeroplane or
anything else.’
‘You are right. Evolution is a deception of Lucifer to stop people believing in God.’
‘But Kevin’, adds Meilon, ‘be very careful what you say to your teacher. You cannot
contradict him. That would not be polite. If you do have an opportunity to say
something, speak very gently and put it as a question rather than telling him.’
‘Oh, so you mean I should say -- Do you think a grub could change into a butterfly by
chance?’
‘Yes, that is right’, agrees Betil.
don’t contradict him.’

‘Allow the teacher to answer however he wants and

‘Even if he says I am wrong?’
‘Yes Kevin, he might give you a reason why he thinks you are wrong, but that is okay.
The important thing is to make the suggestion. Then we can speak in his ear and tell him
to think about what you said.’
‘That’s right’, continues Meilon. ‘If you speak angrily and tell him he is wrong, he won’t
want to think about what you say. But if you speak very politely and allow him to say
what he believes, it really helps the angels to lead him to think again about what you
said.’
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‘Oh, that’s neat’, agrees Jeannette. ‘I will do that too.’
Summer is deep in thought. She is thinking of someone
she knows who believes in evolution.
The angels have
given good advice. ‘I will remember that for the person I
know.’
‘Children’, says Meilon. ‘It is going to be an early day
tomorrow, so you need to have your rest.
‘Yes’, adds Betil, ‘We will fly back to the mansion to close Sabbath. Give us your
hands.’
They all take to the air and in a moment reach the mansions of Meilon and Betil. Caph
is standing outside his mansion. ‘Hello children and Oma.’
‘Hello Caph. Now I know where you live’, says Kevin.
‘Come and close Sabbath with us Caph’, invites Meilon.
Everyone bows in thankfulness for the beautiful day and most of all that God’s Son
has gained the victory. They remain kneeling in silence for a long time. Summer
wonders if anyone is going to pray or if this is supposed to be silent prayer. She keeps
her thoughts to herself and waits with the others.
Suddenly the sound of a silver trumpet pierces the air. Sabbath is over. Meilon
gives a word of thanks for the victory of Jesus and for the blessing of the Sabbath.
After Caph has gone, Meilon brings out a plate of cookies.
‘Just a little snack for you’, he says.
‘Oh thank you. Are they the same as before?’
‘No. Try them.’
Immediately the children taste the biscuits, they want to know the flavour. ‘It’s a
secret’, teases Meilon.
‘Please tell us’, pleads Summer.
‘Alright, I will whisper it in your ear and you can tell the others.’
She goes over to Meilon and he whispers to her. ‘Did you get that?’
‘Can you say it again?’
He does so and she says, ‘I got it.’
Summer then faces the others and goes to say the words, but nothing comes out of her
mouth.
‘I can’t say it’, she laughs.
‘Let me’, asks Jeannette.
Meilon whispers in her ear, but the same thing happens.
won’t forget.’

Kevin says, ‘It’s my turn. I

Kevin listens very carefully , saying the words to himself as he listens. He turns to the
others and opens his mouth. ‘Aaah…… I can’t say it, but I heard the words.’
Everyone laughs.
Finally they ask Oma to have a go. Meilon whispers in her ear.
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She listens carefully, nods her head, then turns to say the words. ‘Oh no, I can’t say the
words. I don’t understand. Meilon, why is that?’
Meilon smiles. ‘The reason is because it is heavenly language. You think you hear
the words, but they do not register in your mind. One day you will understand.’
Everyone laughs and the children settle down in the comfortable chairs.
‘Children, I will wake you very early. We all have to be in the grand hall before the sun
rises.
‘Thanks’, says Oma.
The children are already asleep.
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Chapter 28
‘

The Glorious Resurrection

Children’, calls Meilon. ‘Wake up. Oma, are you awake?’

The children have a hard time waking up, but soon everyone is ready to go to the
grand hall.
‘It must be still dark’, says Kevin. ‘We are up so early.’
‘Look out the window’, suggests Meilon.
‘Aah, it’s as bright as day.’ He grins.

‘Oh, I remember, there is no night here.’

‘That means we won’t know its early when we go outside’, says Jeannette.
There is a knock at the door. It is Betil. ‘Is everyone ready?’
‘Yes, almost’, replies Meilon.
Outside they see Caph ready to go. Yosfi has just flown off. ‘We’ll fly too, it’s quicker’,
suggests Betil.
When they arrive at the grand hall, thousands of angels are already making their way to
the seats.
It does take some time, but everyone is pleasant and patient with one
another.
Finally every seat is taken. The angels quietly wait for the Father to enter. When the
light of God is present, the angels sing a beautiful hymn of praise.
Then the Father speaks.
‘Dear ones, it is almost time for the resurrection of My beloved Son.
You
will all see it today from this hall.
We have four visitors with us who need
to watch as well. You can see the tomb now.’
The sepulchre has the great stone across the entrance.
The Roman guards are quietly talking.
Satan’s angels are arguing and berating each other.
Every angel in the grand hall waits in anticipation. The children are excited.
The Father continues.
‘Angels, when my Son returns for a very brief visit after His resurrection, He will
not have time to speak to you all individually. You are to greet Him at the gates of
the city, forming a colonnade to this hall just as you will when He returns home
after His ascension, only this time the gates will be open.
As He walks to the hall, greet Him with smiles and sing the song of victory, but
do not stop His progression. When He passes, those closest to the gate are to
move up the colonnade behind Him, continuing in this way until you are all in the
hall again. Wait quietly until My Son comes out of the light of My presence.
He will have a brief word for you, then He must return to meet with His
disciples that same earth evening.
When He leaves the hall, you are all
welcome to fly to the gate to see Him leave for the earth.
You can count forty days from the resurrection to bring us to the big celebration
of My Son’s homecoming. It will be a glorious welcome.’
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It is almost time for Jesus to rise from the dead.
The Father speaks again. ‘Gabriel and Malak, it is time for you to leave. Gabriel
will roll away the stone and speak the words to My Son. And Malak, you are to
unwind the grave clothes. Are you both ready?’
‘Yes Father’, they reply.
‘Gabriel, tell My Son ---- ‘Thy Father calls Thee – arise’.
now.’

Go to earth…..

We all watch the angels flash out the grand hall door and through the gates of the city.
Like lightning the angels reach the earth, and in no time are flying over Jerusalem to the
garden tomb.
The light of God’s presence surrounding the angels startles the Roman guards.
earthquake shakes the earth and the soldiers fall to the ground fainting.

An

The angels inside the grand hall wait excitedly. The children are so excited, it is hard to
keep still.
The Father is moved with emotion that soon His Son will be with Him again. How He
longs to embrace Him.
When Satan and his host see the two angels of God flash down from the sky, they cry
out in horror. ‘No, don’t touch Him.’ In fear they scatter in all directions. The devil
calls out to Gabriel, ‘He’s mine. You can’t have Him.’
Gabriel ignores the defeated angel and touches the great stone. It rolls away as if made
of cardboard.
www.finalfrontier.org.uk

He stands before the open tomb and calls out to the dead form of His Commander.
‘Son of God, Thy Father calls Thee – arise.’
‘The other angel enters the sepulchre and unwinds the grave clothes covering God’s
Son. Immediately the Saviour rises to His feet clothed in the glorious light of His
Father’s Spirit.
He picks up the cloth that has been wrapped around His head. He carefully folds it and
places it on a ledge of the grave.
Jesus walks to the entrance of the tomb, a glorified, victorious Saviour.
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The two angels bow in worship. They long to embrace their beloved Commander, but
it is not the time.
As the Roman guards recover, they watch the Man they crucified step out of the tomb.
Running in fear, they call to each other, ‘We must tell Pilate the truth.’ To fail in fulfilling
their duty means death, but by revealing everything that took place, they hope Pilate
will spare them from the death penalty.
As the soldiers run, they shout, ‘The Man we crucified is alive. He is alive. We saw
Him worshipped by angels. He is alive.’
The news reaches the Jewish leaders. They are horrified.
Calling the temple guards, ‘Stop the soldiers’, they command. ‘Bring them to us.’
The Roman soldiers relate their experience to the elders and priests, but are soon
silenced. ‘Do not tell anyone of this. We will tell you what to say.’
‘What’, stammers the captain of the guard. ‘It’s the death penalty to fail our duty. We
have to tell the truth or we die.’
‘No. We will speak to Pilate. ‘
‘Here’, bribes an elder. ‘Take this money. Share it among yourselves. It’s enough to
keep every mouth shut and your life.’
‘It’s a lot of money.’
‘Go on, take it’, urges the high priest.
The money in their hands, the soldiers leave the council rooms and make their way
to Pilate.
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Again the governor is woken from his sleep.
‘What is all this about?’ he asks. ‘Aren’t you supposed to be on guard at that Jewish
tomb?’
‘Yes, we were, but a strange thing happened.’
The soldiers begin to tell the story given by the priests, but Pilate guesses it is a lie.
‘That’s a concocted story. I want the truth.’
‘Will you guarantee our lives?’ asks the captain.
‘Yes. What happened?’
************
‘Meilon’, whispers Summer.

‘Isn’t it wonderful?’

He nods, with joy and happiness on his face.
‘Can I ask a question?’
‘Can it wait until later?’ he asks.
‘Yes, but remind me please. It’s about folding the cloth around Jesus’
head.’
‘Okay, will do’, replies Meilon.
************
Back at the tomb, the angels wait for the women to arrive at the sepulchre. Jesus walks
among the trees in the garden, quietly waiting for Mary to arrive.
Even before the sun has risen, the ladies make their way to the tomb. They almost fall
over when the earthquake strikes. In shock they find the stone rolled away from the
entrance.
‘Oooooh, someone has moved the
stone.’
‘What will we do?’
Fearfully they look inside the
sepulchre and see an angel clothed in
a long white robe. ‘Oh’, they cry out
in fright.
‘Be not afraid’, says the angel.
‘You seek Jesus of Nazareth who was
crucified. He is risen. He is not
here. Look, this is where He lay.’
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The women cautiously look at the grave.
Continuing, the angel says, ‘Go your way and tell the disciples and Peter that Jesus
has risen from the dead.’
Hurrying from the sepulchre, the ladies run to the upper room where they know the
disciples are hiding for fear of the Jews.
Mary Magdalene stays in the garden weeping. She is distraught.
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Not only has her Saviour been put to death, but someone has stolen His body.
Jesus quietly moves towards her among the trees.
Thinking He is the gardener, Mary pleads, ‘Oh sir, if you have taken His body, please give
it to me and I will take it.’
Jesus then speaks her name, ‘Mary.’
Mary looks at Him in surprise. It is the voice of her Master.
joy she falls at His feet, reaching her hands out to hold them.

In complete and utter

Jesus bids her, ‘Don’t hold me, as I have not yet ascended to My Father. Go to My
brethren and tell them I have ascended to My Father and your Father; and to My
God, and your God.’
Mary’s joy knows no bounds.
Meanwhile the other women have arrived at the upper room, and in great excitement,
they all speak at once. ‘Jesus is alive. An angel told us He has risen.’ ‘Yes, He is alive.’
‘An angel was in the tomb. He told us.’
The disciples look at them in shock. Their faces are still wet from tears mourning the
loss of their beloved Master. They think to themselves, ‘The poor women. Their grief
is so great they are imagining things.’
The look on the faces of the disciples, tells the women they are not believed.
‘It is true’, they cry out again. ‘Jesus is alive. Believe us.’
While the women are trying to convince the disciples, there is a knock on the door.
Cautiously the disciples enquire who is there.
‘Mary.’

Letting her in, she shouts, ‘Jesus is alive.

I have spoken to Him.’

The disciples are shocked. ‘Is Mary crazy too?’
Peter and John leave the upper room and
run to the garden. If it is true, they
want
to see for themselves.
John outruns Peter and stands by the door.
Peter races through the sepulchre door. He
sees the grave clothes, but no body.
John
walks to the side of Peter.
Both men stand
looking at the grave clothes.
‘Is it true?

Is our Master truly alive?’

They make their way back to the upper room
pondering the things they have seen.
Could it be true? Is He really alive?
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‘Jesus did talk about rising from the dead’, remembers John.
‘We didn’t listen to Him did we?’ admits Peter.
Knocking on the door, they gain entrance. The women are still enthusiastic that Jesus
is alive. Mary Magdalene continues to affirm that she spoke to Him in the garden.
In a little while there is another knock on the door.
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It is Cleopas and his friend.

Excitedly, the two cry out, ‘Jesus is alive. He is alive.’
The women join in. ‘Yes, yes, He is.’
Mary adds. ‘Yes, He is alive.’
The disciples are amazed as they listen to Cleopas.
‘We saw Him on the road to Emmaus.
reason He was crucified from the Scriptures.’

He walked with us and explained the

‘Yes, and we did not know it was Jesus’, adds his partner.
‘Oh, it was wonderful.’
‘Yes. Brothers, Jesus is alive.’
‘Our hearts were burning as we listened’, continues Cleopas. ‘Not until He sat at our
table, broke bread and prayed for the food, did we know it was Jesus. Then He
disappeared.’
**********
Jesus leaves the garden with Gabriel and Malak, and together they ascend to the New
Jerusalem.
Everyone in the grand hall has moved outside to make a colonnade from the city gates.
As they see God’s beloved Son, they burst into song, ‘Lift up ye gates… that the King of
glory may come in.’
The angels sing with happy smiles on their faces. It is their wonderful Commander.
They long to embrace Him, but must obey the Father.
As Jesus moves through the colonnade, the angels at the rear follow Him until
everyone is back in the hall.
Singing continues while the Son is with His Father.
they are having together!

What rejoicing and tender words

In a short while the glorified Son of God moves from the light to be seen by
everyone. He stands in front of the vast throng and smiles.
Then He addresses them.
‘Dear angelic children, you have every reason to rejoice.

My death on Calvary has
made the universe secure so that sin will never rise again. You will be able to rejoice for
eternity in peace and harmony. But until that time, we have human beings on earth to
bring to a knowledge of the salvation that has been purchased for them. You will all
have a part in this great work and I look forward to being able to assign you to your role
in the ministry for human beings.
Thank you for your patience and love during my trial on earth, but we cannot relax yet.
Lucifer knows he has a short time and he will be at work to have every human being
lost. Your work will be absolutely vital, so we can save as many as possible.
I must meet with the disciples now in the upper room. They are struggling to believe.
You need to begin counting as My Father has informed you – forty days from now I will
return for the anointing service in preparation for my ministry as high priest in the
heavenly sanctuary. Peace be to you dear ones.’

The angels burst into victorious song. A s the Son of God moves from the grand
hall, every angel flies to the gates of the city to bid their Master farewell.
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The Saviour leaves the city to the sound of joyous voices singing praises to God
and His Son. He wings His way back to earth and Jerusalem.
************
Suddenly, everyone in the upper room senses a presence among them. Looking around,
they see the glorified form of Jesus.
‘Huh…..’ is heard from every lip in the room.
‘Peace be unto you. Do not be afraid’, says Jesus. ‘It is I Myself. Look at My hands and
My feet.’
The hearts of the disciples leap with joy, yet they cannot believe. It is too good to be
true.
Jesus rebukes His disciples for the hardness of their hearts.
‘Look at My hands and My feet’, He offers, holding out His hands.
‘Touch Me. I am not a spirit.’
Finally light breaks into the minds of the disciples. ‘It is true. Jesus is alive.’
Everyone in the room rejoices.
Jesus is now able to explain from the Scriptures the plan of redemption.
‘I died to pay the penalty of the sins of the human race.
My sacrifice has been
accepted by My Father because I lived on this earth without sin.
My resurrection
means victory over sin, the devil and death. Satan’s head is now legally bruised. It is
only a matter of time before he will be literally destroyed.
‘I will remain on the earth to visit with all the believers, explaining to them the good
news of the gospel. Rejoice my children, rejoice in salvation.’

************
Angels are flying everywhere, rejoicing in their Commander’s victory. Above the sound
of flapping wings and victorious singing, the children hear the voice of Meilon.
‘Children’, he calls, ‘it is time for you to go home. It has been a wonderful
experience for all of us, but we must be patient until our Commander returns home to
stay.’
‘We will count to forty’, says Kevin.
‘It’s a long time, over a month’, adds Summer.
‘It is true, but remember, you have a work to do on earth too.’
‘I know what it is’, says Kevin.
Betil has just arrived, and he asks Kevin, ‘Tell me sonny, what is it?’
‘We have to tell them that Jesus is alive.’
‘Very good’, he replies.
‘Children… and Oma….’ counsels Meilon, ‘you must be faithful to tell those you know
that salvation is available to all who will accept it.’
Betil asks, ‘Will you do that for your Saviour?
‘Yes’, they all reply together.
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The Long Wait

Chapter 29
‘

Wake up Summer.

It’s time to get up.’

‘Oh Meilon, can I sleep a bit longer?’ she replies.
‘What did you say?’
‘Oooh….

Oh… Mum. Ah… yes, I will get up now.’

It isn’t easy to go to school, but that is part of life for a ten year-old. Summer is obedient
and prepares for school. Soon she is dropped off at the school gate.
‘Bye Mum’, she calls.
During the day Summer wonders who she should speak to about Jesus being alive. ‘I
think I will start with my best friend’, she says to herself.
‘Ella, do you know Jesus is alive?’ asks Summer.
‘Yes, my Mum told me’, she replies. Summer is excited. ‘It’s wonderful isn’t it?’ Ella is not
sure. ‘Mmmm, I guess so.’
‘Don’t you know what it means?’ asks Summer.
‘Not really’, replies her friend.
‘Would you like me to tell you?’
‘Okay’, agrees Ella. ‘After school we can spend time together and you can tell me.’
The day wears on, but Summer enjoys the thought of being able to share with her
friend after school.
Waiting for their parents to pick them up, Summer begins to tell her friend the good
news.
‘Ella, Jesus died so we could go to heaven.’
‘Oh’, she responds.
‘Yes. He died to forgive us our sins,
but He came alive again. He wants
to take us to heaven.
It is a
wonderful place Ella.’
Her friend asks, ‘How do you know?’
‘Oh I’ve been
announces.

there’,

Summer

‘What?’
Quickly Summer corrects herself. ‘I
mean….. in a dream.’
‘Oh I see.’
‘Yes, and if we love Jesus and keep His
commandments, we can live in
heaven.’
Summer at five years
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‘It is such a beautiful place. The gardens have magnificent flowers.
mansions and streets of gold.’

And there are

Ella is becoming interested. ‘It sounds great. What else?’
‘It has lots and lots of beautiful jewels.
diamonds….’

There is a room with walls made of

‘Ooooh, I would love that’, exclaims Ella.
‘Yes, and the angels play harps and sing beautiful songs.’
Summer enjoys telling her friend about heaven, but then gives a warning.
‘We have to be careful of Lucifer, because he doesn’t want us to go there. He was kicked
out of heaven because he wanted to sit on God’s throne.’
‘Who is Lucifer?’ asks Ella.
‘He was the highest angel, but he wanted to have the power of God’s Son. He is now
called Satan.’
Her friend now understands. ‘Oh, I know about him.’
‘Hey, there’s my Mum’, says Summer. ‘I have to go.’
Getting in the car, she calls to her friend. ‘We’ll talk more tomorrow.’
‘Good. Bye.’
Later that night before going to sleep, Summer has a request of her mother. ‘Mum,
will you pray with me?’
‘Pray with you? Why?’ asks her mother.
‘It’s good to pray.’
‘Summer, I haven’t prayed out loud for a long time.’
‘It’s okay Mum. You just talk to God.’
They both kneel. Summer’s mother says a short prayer before tucking her daughter
into bed.
The next morning on the way to school, Summer is asked, ‘Why did you want me to pray
with you last night?’
‘Meilon and Betil said I should pray.’
‘Who?’ asks her mother.
‘Umm…. Meilon and Betil are angels.’
Summer’s mother is concerned. ‘Angels? Where did you see angels?’
‘Ummm. Oh I just saw them.’
‘Summer’, asks her mother sternly.

‘Answer me. Where did you see angels?’

‘Ummmm….. in a dream.’
Summer’s answers are vague as she is unsure how to speak of her experiences.
‘Oh’, replies her mother.
At school that day Ella and Summer decide to tell their friend Katie about Jesus and
heaven.
‘Katie, do you know Jesus is alive?’
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‘What?’ answers Katie. ‘You don’t believe in Him do you?’
‘Yes…..’
say.

Summer is a bit shocked at her friend’s reply, and doesn’t know what to

Katie continues.
‘My Dad told me Jesus didn’t exist. And even if He did, He is dead
and in a grave. People don’t come alive after they die.’
‘Well Jesus did’, responds Summer indignantly.
‘I don’t want to hear any more’, says Katie and she walks off. Summer and Ella look at
each other.
‘Katie is listening to Satan whispering in her ear’, says Summer to her friend, ‘Don’t
worry about it. We can pray for her.’
‘Tell me some more about heaven’, asks Ella.
Summer is happy to talk about heaven. ‘There is a big tree near the river that has
twelve different kinds of fruit on it.’
‘Oh really. That would be neat. What kind of fruit?’
‘I don’t know’, replies Summer.
month.’

‘I did not see the fruit, but it has its fruit every

In a moment the girls hear the bell. ‘We’ll talk later’, they tell each other.
After school is over, Katie walks past Summer and Ella and begins to make fun of
them.
‘Ha, you are both crazy. Wait till I tell my Dad.
things that are not true.’
‘It is true Katie’, responds Summer.
so.’

He’ll stop you from talking about

‘You just don’t believe because your Dad says

‘I know it’s not true for myself’, retorts Katie.
‘Well, no matter what your Dad says, I still believe’, states Summer.
‘Me too’, adds Ella.
That night, as Summer is being tucked into bed, her mother asks, ‘Tell me about your
dream, the one with the angels.’
‘Alright Mum. It really isn’t a dream. I went to heaven and saw them.’
‘Summer. You didn’t go to heaven’, says her mother. ‘It’s a very long way.’
‘Mum, I know you don’t understand, so I will just call it a dream.’
‘Alright, but I don’t want you to lie to me’, warns her mother.
‘No Mum. I won’t lie. I will tell you about Meilon and Betil. They are angels who live
in beautiful mansions next door to each other. Caph lives over the road and Josfi a
little further down. Elijah also lives in a mansion and Moses and Enoch, but I don’t
know if they are close to each other. They have really soft cushions that you sink
right into. I sat on one with Jeannette.’
‘Whose Jeannette?’ asks mother.
‘Jeannette came with us to the New Jerusalem. And Kevin.’
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‘The New Jerusalem is heaven, right?’
‘Yes’, says Summer. ‘It is at the other end of the Orion Nebula.’
‘Orion that looks like a saucepan?’
‘Yes Mum, the middle star of the handle. It’s really Orion’s sword, but we see it upsidedown.
Mum, heaven is so beautiful.
There are streets of gold and you can see
through the gold. Underneath the streets are twelve foundations of precious jewels.
My favourite is amethyst because it’s purple. Oma’s favourite is emerald.’
‘Oma? Have you been talking to Oma about this?’
‘Yes, she came with us.’ Realizing her mother doesn’t understand, Summer adds, ‘I
mean, she was in my dream.’
Continuing the story, Summer says, ‘Mum, Jesus said His Father had a special message
for us and every time we went there….. that is, in the dream….. we found out a little
more… it’s a very long story.’
‘You know Summer’, says her mother, ‘when I was a little girl, my mother used to tell me
and my brother a long story about heaven and lots of other things in the Bible.’
‘Really?’ asks Summer.
‘Yes, we would ask our mother to tell us the long long story. She used to tell us a bit at
a time. There was always more because it was about what happened in heaven when
Lucifer sinned and how sin came to this earth, and Jesus dying for us. So the story
never ended.
We always wanted to hear more. Uncle Warren and I loved it.’
Summer is amazed. ‘Muuuum! That’s the same as the story I want to tell you. That is
what I have been learning. Can I tell you my very long story?’
‘Yes, it would be good. I have forgotten a lot of it now.’
‘Well’, begins Summer. ‘Do you know how beautiful heaven is?’
‘I can imagine it is very beautiful’, replies her mother.
‘Oh it is Mum. Jeannette and I spent time in one of the rose gardens, and we talked
about our mothers. I missed you so much, and I wanted you to be with me to see all the
roses. They are magnificent Mum, really.’
‘Oh, I would love that’, says her mother.
‘But first of all, when you fly out of the Orion nebula, you see in front of you the New
Jerusalem…..’
Summer tells her mother all she remembers about heaven, at times bringing in
experiences that took place later.
‘…. You know, Meilon gave us a dessert made of manna and it tasted like passionfruit,
but for Oma it tasted like mango, and for Jeannette peaches and for Kevin
strawberries. We couldn’t understand how we could all taste our favourite fruits.
Meilon and Betil just smiled. They didn’t say anything.’
Summer and her mother have a wonderful time talking about the glories of heaven.
‘It’s getting late Summer’, says mother. ‘You need to go to sleep now. We’ll talk about
it some more tomorrow night.’
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‘Alright, and I will tell you about Lucifer and how heaven began to change.’
‘Okay dear. It’s like the long long story I used to hear from my mother. Good night now.’
Summer has been counting the days. The following night she says, ‘Mum, tonight is
the thirty eighth day from the resurrection of Jesus. There is only one more day to go
and He will be welcomed to His home in heaven.’
‘What do you mean Summer?’ asks her mother.
thousand years ago.’

‘Jesus rose from the dead two

‘Oh yes, I know’, she replies, ‘but in heaven’s imagination it was not that long ago.’
Summer’s mother is quite confused. ‘Heaven’s imagination? What’s that?’
‘Well, it’s hard to explain Mum.
All I know is that Oma, Jeannette, Kevin and I
have been able to see it happen and on the fortieth day Jesus will return to be with
His Father in heaven. We are going to watch Him come home.’
‘Well Summer, I don’t understand, but if Oma is with you, then I am sure it will be
alright.
‘Okay.’
‘Now, what have you got to tell me tonight of your very long story?’
‘Oh good. We will talk about the Seed of the woman. Do you know who the mother
of the Seed is?’
‘Oh Summer’, laughs her mother. ‘You are really testing me now.’
‘Well, do you know who the Seed is?’
Mother takes a guess. ‘Is it Jesus?’
‘Yes. Now you will know His mother’s name?’
‘Oh, I do know that’, she responds. ‘It’s Mary.’
‘Did you know Mary is not Jesus’ real mother?’
‘No? Who is His real mother?’
Summer explains. ‘Jesus only has a Father in heaven, but Mary became His mother only
for Him to become a human being.’
‘Oh dear, this is hard for me.’
‘Mum, you can learn’, encourages Summer.
‘Yes, I guess I can learn. And it is good for me to learn all these things again. I had
forgotten a lot of them.’
Summer continues. ‘Jesus had 76 ancestors from Adam to His mother. Some of these
were Noah, Abraham, David and Enoch. Did you know Enoch is in heaven right now?
He is there with Elijah who did not die either.’
‘And what about Noah, Abraham and David? Are they there?’
‘No’, explains Summer. ‘David is not there. He is in his grave waiting for Jesus to
come back. Then he will be resurrected with everyone else who has been faithful to God.
I don’t know about Noah and Abraham. Moses has been resurrected already, so he is in
heaven now. He was the first human being ever to be resurrected. We met Moses
on a planet with beautiful people.’
‘Oh. You met him?’ asks mother.
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‘Well, yes Mum, you know….. in my dream.’
‘Who are the beautiful people?’
‘They are people who have never sinned’, replies Summer. ‘That’s why they are so
beautiful.
We met Moses in the rose garden. That’s where Jeannette and I spent
time with the roses and wished you were there.’
‘It always amazes me Summer’, says her mother. ‘You speak as if you have really been
to these places.’
Summer is quiet. She looks at her mother and just smiles.
The next day at school, Katie is very vocal about what her father said to her about
believing in Jesus. ‘My father said he is going to speak to your father about what you
are talking about.’
Summer doesn’t know what to say.
class.’ They leave Katie standing.

She turns to Ella and says, ‘Come, let’s go into

The next evening Summer is very excited.
‘Mum, tonight is the thirty ninth night. Tomorrow Jesus returns home. I am looking
forward to the wonderful celebration for His homecoming.’
‘Summer, how do you know what you are going to dream about?’ asks mother in
amazement.
‘It’s not exactly like that. When I come back I will tell you about it.’
‘Come back?’ asks mother.
‘You know what I mean – heaven’s imagination.’
Summer’s mother does not understand, but she says, ‘Oh yes, alright, you can tell me
about it then.’
Soon Summer and her mother are concentrating once again on the story…….
‘Mum, the only way we can go to heaven is to surrender to Jesus. Then
the Spirit – that’s the light of God – can be inside us, and we can keep God’s
commandments. If we don’t have the Spirit inside we can’t keep the commandments
and we can’t go to heaven. The Spirit changes us to be like Jesus. Do you want to be
with me in heaven?’
‘Yes Summer, I do.
‘I want you to be with me too.’
‘I remember when my mother told me the long long story I wanted to be in heaven
too. I need to hear all this again Summer. Thank you for sharing it with me.’
‘I am glad. Jesus will be happy with me for sharing it with you. I will tell Him when I
see Him again.’
‘In your dream?’ asks her mother.
‘Yes. I wish you could understand, but at least you want to listen, not like Katie. She
doesn’t believe.’
‘Katie in your class?’
‘Yes. Ella believes and I am telling her the very long story too.’
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‘That’s good Summer. It is nice to have friends who believe you.’
‘Yes Mum, and it’s wonderful you believe.’
Mother smiles. ‘Yes, I do believe. Sleep well now.’
She walks out the door, then turns. ‘Summer, have good dreams.’
‘Yes Mum, I will.’
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Chapter 30
‘

The Wonderful Homecoming

Summer, are you ready?’ asks Oma.

‘It is time to go. We don’t want to be late.’

‘Oh yes, I am ready Oma. I can’t wait to go.’
They meet Jeannette and Kevin at the entrance to the Orion nebula, they wing their
way through the magnificent star-studded cavern. It is a wonderful corridor of
beauty, a perfect entrance to the New Jerusalem, the home of God the Father
and His Son.
When they arrive at the holy city, there is a buzz of excitement. Angels are
flying here and there, excited about the celebration to take place. Flowers are
being placed along the sides of the pathway leading to the grand hall. Birds are in
the branches to sing their songs of joy among the flowers.
Jesus and the firstfruits of the redeemed will walk on the golden pathway to meet with
the Father. Angelic harpists will stand all along the colonnade, making melodious
music as the procession moves along.
Everything looks wonderful. It is an exciting time.
‘Children’, calls Meilon.

‘We are over here preparing flowers for the procession.’

Waving, they make their way over to the angels.
‘It is looking so lovely. The flowers are beautiful Meilon’, comments
Jeannette.
‘And the perfume is heavenly’, adds Summer. ‘It will be lovely for Jesus to walk along the
pathway with perfuming flowers on either side.’
‘The birds will be singing too’, puts in Kevin.
‘And so will we’, adds Betil.
Summer rejoices. ‘Oh, I can’t wait.’
‘Yes’, says Meilon, ‘it will be wonderful. We will be singing our special song of victory
and exaltation.’
When the angels have finished their work of preparation, they make their way to the
grand hall.
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It is an exciting time. Everyone has something to say about the celebrations.
Soon, the Father enters the hall. Everyone is quiet.
‘Dear ones, it is nearly time for My beloved Son Michael to leave earth. At
present He is speaking to His disciples who are gathered on the Mount of
Olives. You can see Him give His final words.’
************
Jesus and His disciples are standing on the Mount of Olives, not far from Bethany.
‘Dear ones, you must wait for the promise of the Father.

I have told you before that
John baptised with water, but you will be baptised with the holy Spirit in ten days. During
those days you are to pray and confess your sin, making everything right with each other
and with God. You will
receive power when the holy Spirit is poured out upon you, and will be witnesses for Me
in Jerusalem, in all Judea, in Samaria, and unto the uttermost parts of the earth.’

While Jesus is speaking, His feet begin to rise from the ground.
He rises higher and higher, finally disappearing from sight among the clouds. Angelic
chariots embrace the Saviour and lovingly transport Him through the realms of space
into the magnificent Orion nebula.
The disciples keep looking up. They can no longer see Jesus, but their eyes remain
heavenward.
Suddenly an angelic voice speaks. ‘Ye men of Galilee….’
behind to encourage the disciples.
‘Why do you stand gazing up into heaven?
have seen Him go into heaven.’

Two angels have remained

This same Jesus will come again as you

The disciples give glory to God.
‘Oh, He is coming back. Praise God Jesus will
return.’ With praise on their lips, and peace in their hearts, the disciples return to the
upper room.
In a flash the t wo angels ascend to meet their Commander and the heavenly
procession.
*********************************
In the grand hall, the Father speaks.
‘Angels, My Son has left the earth and will slowly make His way to the gates of
the city. It is time for you to take your places in the colonnade. A sentinel will
give the sound of a trumpet when the procession reaches the sea of glass. This
time the gates have been shut to await your exaltation in song f o r t he King of
glory. Prepare for the welcome of My Son.’
Immediately every angel flies to his position
along the pathway.
Flowers are at their feet and the little birds
twitter in the branches. The harpists stand
behind the angels, making sure their
instruments are in tune.
www.turnbacktogod.com
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Everything looks so beautiful – the flowers, the birds, harpists.
The children sit where they can overlook the gates and see the sea of glass.
Quietness pervades the vast throng as they await the blast of the silver trumpet.
Suddenly it pierces the air.
The angels in the colonnade await the cry of angelic voices coming from the sea of
glass.
Their musical voices sound forth over the doors of the city to the waiting sentinels.
‘Lift up your heads, O ye gates;
and be ye lift up, ye everlasting doors;
and the King of glory shall come in.’
Every angel in the colonnade responds joyously with the question,
‘Who is the King of glory?’
The response comes back from the sea of glass,
‘The Lord strong and mighty,
the Lord mighty in battle.
Lift up your heads, O ye gates;
even lift them up, ye everlasting doors;
and the King of glory shall come in.’
Again every angel in the colonnade sings the question,
‘Who is the King of glory?’
The triumphant reply sounds forth from the sea of glass.
‘The Lord of hosts, He is the King of glory.’
Moses has been given the privilege of opening the gates.
Quickly he pushes them
open for the King of glory and His attendants to enter the golden pathway.
Everyone is overjoyed.
Amid angelic shouts of victory, the Son makes His way to His Father that He might
confirm the acceptance of the redeemed firstfruits of His sacrifice.
It is a wonderful display of glory and exaltation.
The angels join in the procession. Soon all have walked the pathway and taken their
seats in the grand hall.
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The redeemed from the earth are filled with joy and wonder. They are now in
heaven. Trials are over. Their hearts are overwhelmed with thankfulness.
While the Son of God is with the Father, the angels rejoice and sing songs of love and
gratitude. Then, shining with glory, the Son emerges from the radiant light of His loving
Father.
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Standing before the angelic host, Michael is hailed as the glorious Son of God,
Commander of the angelic host, and the Saviour of the human race.
The Son then presents the resurrected human beings to the angelic host. He calls for
Moses, Enoch and Elijah to come forward to meet the new arrivals from earth.
The angelic choir commences singing. It is the first heavenly anthem the redeemed
have heard, and their hearts are thrilled to overflowing.
What a welcome they have received.
Finally it comes time for the angels to embrace their beloved Commander. In love and
thankfulness, each angel is given an opportunity to encircle his arms around God’s
Son in a long, loving hug.
It is a joyous time.
The melodious music of harps fills the hall, and happy voices are lifted in praise.
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Each angel makes His way to the Saviour to welcome Him home with a loving embrace.
Meilon speaks to the children.

‘You will have an opportunity later to give Jesus a hug.

I know you are anxious, but when each angel has had a chance to show his love, it will be
your turn. Jesus will meet you in a quiet garden.’
Betil affirms Meilon’s words.
‘Yes, our Master wants to speak to you when you are on your own. It will be easier for
you to concentrate. In the meantime enjoy yourselves here. We are going over to meet
with Caph, Yosfi, Dani and other friends.’
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Chapter 31

Farewell Children

When the angels return, their faces glow with happiness.

‘It was so wonderful to
embrace and talk with our beloved Commander. How good it is to have Him back.’
‘We can’t wait to hug Him too’, say the girls.
Meilon then tells the children. ‘We are going to take you to the garden where our
Master will meet you.’
‘Yes’, adds Betil. ‘It will soon be time.’
The children follow the angels from the grand hall. As they walk along the c l e a r
golden streets, they admire the glow from the foundation stones below.
‘How beautiful the gems look through the gold’, says Jeannette to Summer.
‘Yes’, agrees Oma. ‘I love them so much, and I love the-----‘
Oma is cut off by the children. ‘We know, the emerald green.’
Summer asks Jeannette and Kevin their favourite gems and colours.
‘Mine is the golden yellow’, states Jeannette.
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‘Oh, I love them all’, says Kevin.
‘Isn’t there a special one?’ asks
Jeannette.
‘It’s not a foundation stone,
but I think it’s the diamond’, he
Both -- www.dreamstime.com
answers.
‘
’ and lots of precious gems of our own?’
‘Won’t
it be wonderful to have lots
‘Wouldn’t it be neat to make a room with all the ones we like?’ suggests Kevin.
‘Would you have diamonds?’ asks Summer.
‘Yes’, replies Kevin ‘and some purple for you, golden-yellow for Jeannette and emeraldgreen for Oma.’
‘Kevin, that’s really thoughtful of you to think of
us too’, says Oma.
‘I’m learning that’s how Christians are’, replies
Kevin.
‘Children’, calls Meilon.
‘You are having a
good conversation, but notice that we are
coming to a special garden now.’
‘Is this where we will meet Jesus?’ asks
Summer.
‘Yes’, replies Betil. ‘He will be here shortly.’
The girls turn their attention to the flowers.
the gemstones.’
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Ararat. Australia

‘Oh, the flowers are just as beautiful as

‘Girls, if you want to walk among the flowers, there is time’, states Meilon.
Jeannette and Summer look at each other. ‘Yes, let’s go.’
‘Oh, isn’t it beautiful?’
‘Jeannette, did you share with your Mum and Dad that Jesus is alive?’
‘Yes, they were happy, especially my Dad. He’s a pastor and he was glad I wanted to
do that. Did you?’
‘Yes’ responds Summer.
‘I told my mother and we are now talking about the very long story every night.
I
didn’t know, but my mother was told the same story when she was little by her
mother.’
‘That’s neat.’
‘Did you get to share with your friends?’ asks Summer.
‘I tried, but they didn’t want to listen’, answers Jeannette.
‘No one?’
‘No.’ Jeannette’s face is downcast, but she continues. ‘I asked my best friend and she
laughed at me. I tried to tell another friend, but she did not want to hear, so I stopped
trying.’

Ararat. Australia

‘Oh, look at those flowers. I wonder what they are?’
‘Yes, they are so lovely and fluffy. We’ll have to ask Jesus.’
The girls are quiet for a while, each with their own thoughts. Finally Summer breaks
the silence.
‘My best friend Ella believes and we talked about it all after school. But another friend
Katie said she told her Dad and that he would stop us.’
‘He can’t stop you’, encourages Jeannette.
‘I know, but I feel sad she doesn’t want to listen.’
‘It’s hard, but I suppose we have to keep trying’, says Jeannette.
‘It must have been hard for Jesus when so many did not believe Him’, suggests
Summer.
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Meanwhile, Meilon and Betil have asked Kevin if he shared with his friends during
the forty days.
‘Yes, I told a friend at school. He said he did not believe, but I kept talking to him
and now he believes.’
‘Oh, that’s good’, says Betil. ‘Did you talk to your Dad?’
‘Yes’, responds Kevin, ‘but it’s hard to know what to say, because when I tell him I went
to heaven and saw you and the mansions and Jesus, he tells me not to lie to him.’
‘Mmmmm’, ponders Betil.
‘Kevin’, says Meilon, ‘it would be best if you said you had a dream because people
will not understand heaven’s imagination.’
‘It isn’t lying to say that?’ asks the boy.
‘No’, explains Meilon. ‘You see, a dream, a vision and heaven’s imagination are all the
same. In a dream you are usually asleep, but some people have dreams when they are
awake. In a vision people are awake and in heaven’s imagination, you are awake.’
‘Why can’t I say heaven’s imagination?’
‘Kevin, people don’t understand that, and if you say you had a vision they will think
you are trying to be a prophet.’
‘Oh, so a dream is the best’, he asks.
‘Yes. Everyone knows what a dream is.’
‘Oh that’s good. Thanks.’
‘Let’s go and get the girls now’, suggests Betil. ‘Jesus will soon be here.’
Betil, Meilon and Kevin walk around the garden looking for Jeannette and Summer.
After looking for some time and not finding them, Kevin offers to call.
‘Jeannette! Summer!’
The angels smile at his enthusiasm. ‘They should have heard that’, says Betil. ‘It is
probably the loudest voice heaven has ever heard.’
Kevin laughs.
‘Summer, that was Kevin calling. We had better find him. He might be lost.’ Jeannette
calls, ‘We are coming.’ They walk in the direction of his voice.
When they see Kevin, the girls are surprised to find him laughing with the angels. ‘Oh
Kevin, you are not lost.’
‘Me lost?’
Everyone laughs.
Betil tells the children. ‘I know it seems a long wait, but Jesus should soon be here
children. There are a lot of angels to embrace with a hug.’
‘Yes, ten thousand times ten thousand’, states Kevin. ‘That will take forever.’
‘No Kevin’, encourages Meilon. ‘You are in heaven’s time now, so it won’t take as
long as it would on earth’,
‘Besides young man’, adds Betil, ‘it will be worth waiting.’
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The girls walk about enjoying the flowers.
Suddenly they hear Meilon announce, ‘Children, Jesus is on His way to the garden.’
‘Jesus is coming! Let’s go.’
On the other side of the garden they see the lovely Jesus.
Kevin runs across the lawn. Jesus bends over and picks him up in His loving arms.
‘I am so glad to see you Jesus’, beams the boy.
The girls run to Him and both cling to His free arm.
much.’

‘Oh Jesus, we missed you so

Meilon brings a garden chair for Jesus. He sits down and lifts one of the children onto
His lap.
‘Jesus, can I see the nail prints in your hands?’ asks Summer.
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Jesus holds both hands out for the children to see.
‘Oh Jesus, they did hurt you’, laments Jeannette.
‘We cried when we saw what they did’, adds Summer.
‘Your feet have scars too, don’t they?’ asks Kevin.
Jesus moves His feet so they can be seen by the children. Summer kneels down and
lovingly runs her hand across the marks. ‘I will never forget that terrible day’, she says.
‘We could not watch when they nailed you to the cross.’
‘No’, adds Jeannette, ‘but we looked again after they put the cross up.’
159

‘Jesus, I don’t want to forget anything’, says Summer.
He replies, ‘Remember to read your Bible won’t you?’
‘Yes’, she says, ‘but I want to remember all we have
seen in heaven’s imagination too.’
Jesus makes a suggestion. ‘Maybe Oma can help you.’
Everyone looks at Oma. She smiles and says, ‘Perhaps I
can try to write it all in a book. Would you like that?’
The book Oma would write

‘Oh yes’, agree the children.
‘I will call it ‘The Very Long Story’,’ she says.

‘You can share it with your friends.’

‘Oh that would be good. Thank you Oma’, smiles Jeannette.
Jesus looks lovingly at the children. ‘It is almost time for you to return home.’
‘Oh’, says Kevin. ‘I have surrendered now, and so I don’t complain any more.’
Jesus hugs the boy and smiles.
He then tells the children. ‘Before you go I want to spend time with each one of you.
You can tell me whatever is on your heart. It will be just for me and no one else. Who
would like to go first?’
The children are very quiet, everyone wishing to be first, but willing to allow others the
privilege.
‘I think Oma should go first’, suggests Kevin.
‘Alright, Oma, it will be’, says Jesus, and the two walk away together to be alone among
the flowers.
During this last time together, Jesus listens to the dreams and struggles of each heart.
He gives them all encouragement, and a long loving hug.
It is a blessed time the children wish would last forever.
The children hold the hands of Jesus as they walk together to the gates of the city.
Meilon and Betil fly on ahead.
When they are almost at the gates, the children are surprised to find thousands of
angels gathered together. Meilon returns and tells them, ‘We wanted to wish you well
on your way home.’
The children and Oma are very happy. ‘Thank you so much.’
‘I want to wish you the best too’, says a familiar voice. It is Moses.
‘Oh Moses’, laughs Kevin. ‘I am glad I could see you again.’
Moses then says, ‘Kevin and girls, tell my brethren on earth to be faithful. I want
to meet them here.’
‘Yes, we will’, cry the children together.
‘And I want to wish you well too.’ It is Elijah.
‘Me too’, says Enoch. ‘Be faithful all the days of your life and you will receive a crown
of life.’
‘Yes children’, adds Elijah, ‘heaven is worth it.’
‘Oh thank you all for coming. We will.’
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The children notice people from the planet where they met Moses in the rose garden.
‘Oh, the beautiful people’, says Summer.
‘We wanted to say goodbye too.’
‘Thank you all for coming to see us’, rejoices Jeannette.
The children are overwhelmed with the wonderful send-off they are receiving.
Caph, Dani, Josfi, and Yitzak come forward to wish them goodbye.
wonderful to get to know you. We hope to meet again one day.’

‘It has been

Meilon and Betil move close to the children.
‘You have been a blessing to us,
and we do want to see you back in heaven when the reign of sin is over.’
It is hard saying goodbye. ‘Oh Meilon and Betil, you have been such a help to us. We
love you so much. Thank you.’
The eyes of the angels sparkle with joy.
Jesus then takes each child in His loving arms for a last hug. ‘Fear not little ones. I am
always watching you. Don't forget to talk to me in prayer. Your guardian angel is
with you all the time to protect and encourage you. And My Father and I are with you
in Spirit, dwelling in your hearts. You are never alone.’
The children look into the eyes of Jesus as He makes a promise. ‘One day I will come
for you and bring you back to My home. Be faithful dear ones. Heaven is your home.’
He places His hands on the heads of the children and blesses each one.
Turning to Oma, Jesus declares, ‘Look after the children my dear.’ Placing His hand
on her head He says, ‘God bless you.’
Many tears are shed, but with joyful smiles, the children make their promise to Jesus.
‘We will try to be faithful and with your help we will be.’
Oma and the children walk out the gate of the city and begin to wing their way across
the sea of glass.
Looking back, the glory of the holy city shines before them. Their hearts are thrilled.
Thousands of angels wave from the gates and walls of the celestial city.
‘Oh, what a glorious sight’, calls Summer to Jeannette.
‘I will never forget it’, responds her friend.
Kevin hears the girls and calls out, ‘It’s the best thing in the universe. I want to come
back one day.’
The girls nod in agreement.

They all begin to call out to the waving angels.

‘We love you…..’
‘We love you all…..’
Suddenly the girls see something wonderful.
‘Summer look, I can see the light of the Father’, says Jeannette.
‘Oh yes. The Father has come to the gate to stand next to His Son.’
‘Isn’t that beautiful. Kevin and Oma, can you see it?’
‘Yes’, they reply, looking steadfastly at the light of God. The children are overwhelmed
with joy and love.
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‘Look’, cries Summer, ‘there is a glorious light shining around Jesus that wasn’t there
before. The Father has glorified Jesus in the presence of the angels, and us.’

www.pond5.com

The children wave to Jesus.
His beautiful voice wafts across the sea of glass to each heart,
‘I

love you with an everlasting love.
I will love you always.’
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majestic, and lovely. They bore the express image of Jesus, and their countenances beamed with holy
joy, expressive of the freedom and happiness of the place. I asked one of them why they were so much
more lovely than those on the earth. The reply was, ‘We have lived in strict obedience to the
commandments of God, and have not fallen by disobedience, like those on the earth’.” Early Writings
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mansions are real. The water of life is for the redeemed, and also the tree of life. Isaiah 66:23. Revelation 22:14. Exodus
5:23.2 4. Hebrews 11:5.6.

Chapter 18
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This chapter is based on the following: Isaiah 40:3-5. Matt 3:1-17. Mark 1:1-11. Luke 3:1-16. Rom 6:23. Luk 2:1-7. 2:818. Micah 5:2.

Chapter 19

Report of the Angels

This chapter is based on the following: 1 Sam 17:32-51.
2:12. Ps 119:11. 105.

Chapter 20

2 Thes 2:7. 1 Tim 3:16. Matt 2:1-18. Micah 5:2. Matt

Messiah is Anointed

This chapter is based on the following: 1 John 1:9. Matt 3:13-17. Matt 4:1-10. “Every sin, every discord, every
defiling lust that transgression had brought, was torture to His spirit.” Desire of Ages 111. Jesus did not have evil
thoughts or propensities like we do, however, He was tempted in all the principle ways we are tempted – to be angry, to
disobey His Father’s will, to give in to temptation, to allow tiredness to affect His decisions etc.
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Teaching and Healing

This chapter is based on the following: Heb 12:4. Heb 4:5. Luk 6:17-19. Matt 4:24.25. Mark 3:8. Matt 5:3.4.5.
Mat 5:17-20. 22-26. Mat 5:43-48. Matt 6:9-15. John 3:1-8. Act 8:1-3. 9:1-22. Jam 4:7. 19.20. Numb 15:38. Ex
24:10. Rom 5:15-19. Gal 3:7-9. Gal 2:16.20. Isa 64:6.

Chapter 22

Parables and Condemnation

This chapter is based on the following: Heb 1:1.2. Col 1:12-17. John 1:1-3. 10.14. Matt 22:15-21. Matt 22:23-30.
Matt 21:33-46. Matt 22:15- 46. Mar 12:13-40. Luk 20:20-47. Luk 4:16-30. Gal 3:10. John 18:14. “The priests and
rulers had listened in silence to Christ’s pointed rebukes. They could not refute His charges. But they were
only the more determined to entrap Him…” Desire of Ages 601.

Chapter 23

Woes and Supper

This chapter is based on the following: Luk 22:7-18.24. John 13:1-17. DA 642-651. 652-661. Matt 26. Luk 20:45-47.
Matt 23:38. Luk 20:1-47. “As He (Christ) ate the Passover with His disciples, He instituted in its place the
service that was to be the memorial of His great sacrifice. The national festival of the Jews was to pass
away forever.
The service which Christ established was to be observed by His followers in all lands and
through all ages.” Desire of Ages 562.

Chapter 24

Suffering and Betrayal

This chapter is based on the following: Matt 26. Mark 14:32-50. Luk 22:39-53. John 18:1-12. In Gethsemane, Christ
“felt that by sin He was being separated from His Father. The gulf was so broad, so black, so deep, that
His spirit shuddered before it. This agony He must not exert His divine power to escape… Christ’s soul was
filled with dread of separation from God.” Desire of Ages 685-697.

Chapter 25

The Illegal Trial

This chapter is based on the following: Matt 26:57-75. 27:1. Mar 14:53-72. 15:1. Luke 22:54-71. John 18:13-27. Matt
27:2.11-31. Mark 15:1-20. Luk 23:1-25. John 178:28- 40. 19:1-16. DA 698-715. 721-722. DA 723-739. Jesus “knew
that in a moment, by the flashing forth of His divine power, He could lay His cruel tormentors in the dust. This
made the trial the harder to bear…. Thus when Christ was treated with contempt, there came to Him a
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strong temptation to manifest His divine character. By a word, by a look, He could compel His persecutors
to confess that He was Lord above kings and rulers, priests and temple. But it was His difficult task to keep
to the position He had chosen as one with humanity.” Desire of Ages 700. Luk 23:2.14. John 18:29.30.

Chapter 26

The Cruel Cross

This chapter is based on the following: Matt 27:31- 53. Mar 15:20-38. Luk 23:26-46. John 19:16-30. John 19:16-30.
Luk 23:34. Mark 15:34. Psalm 22. “By His life and His death, Christ proved that God’s justice did not destroy His
mercy, but that sin could be forgiven… Satan’s charges were refuted.” Desire of Ages 762. “By shedding the
blood of the Son of God, he (Satan) had uprooted himself from the sympathies of the heavenly beings.” Ibid 761.

Chapter 27

Sabbath in Heaven

This chapter is based on the following:
Luk 23:50-56. John 19:38-42. Mark 15:42-47. Matt 27:57-66. “In the
beginning the Father and the Son had rested upon the Sabbath after Their work of creation…. Now Jesus
rested from the work of redemption; and though there was grief among those who loved Him on earth, yet
there was joy in heaven. Glorious to the eyes of heavenly beings was the promise of the future.” Desire of
Ages 769.

Chapter 28

The Glorious Resurrection

This chapter is based on the following: Matt 28:2-4. 11-15. Matt 28:1.5-8/ Mark 16:1-8. Luk 24:1-12. John 20:118. Luk 24:13-33. Luk 24:33-48. John 20:19-29. “Clothed with the panoply of God, this angel left the heavenly
courts. The bright beams of God’s glory went before him, and illuminated his pathway…. When the voice of
the mighty angel was heard at Christ’s tomb, saying, Thy Father calls Thee, the Saviour came forth from the
grave by the life that was in Himself……. Only He who is one with God could say, I have power to lay down My
life, and I have power to take it again. In His divinity, Christ possessed the power to break the bonds of
death.” Desire of Ages 782.783. Yet, the dead Saviour needed the Word of His Father. All who love Jesus and live for
Him, keeping all His commandments, will be resurrected by the power of Jesus. Praise God.

Chapter 29

The Long Wait

This chapter is based on the following: Experience and imagination. Rev 22:14.

Chapter 30

The Wonderful Homecoming

This chapter is based on the following: Matt 28:16-20. Luk 24:50-53. Act 1:9-12. Ps 24:7-10. “Christ refused to
receive the homage of His people until He had the assurance that His sacrifice was accepted by the Father…
The Father ratified the covenant made with Christ, that He would receive repentant and obedient men, and
would love them even as He loves His Son.” Desire of Ages 790.

Chapter 31

Farewell Children

This chapter is based on the previous chapters, plus heaven’s imagination for the author. It is also based on the love of
God and His Son for all the children of the world. The children do not boast that they will stay faithful, but trust in Jesus to
keep them faithful, as they do their part. The Bible has the words ‘fear not’ or similar 365 times in the Bible, plus an
extra one for the leap year. So every day of the year all Christians can praise the Lord that He understands our fears, but
that He will never leave or forsake us.

It is hoped that the points of difference do not
take away the blessing of the book as a whole.
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Dear Children,
Meilon forgot to answer Summer’s question about why Jesus folded the grave cloth that
was over his head.
Many Christians say it was a Jewish custom that when a person had finished their meal
at a family table, he would screw up his serviette and put it on his plate.
But if he
wanted to leave the table for a moment, he folded it nicely, which meant he was
coming back.
There is not much evidence for this nice idea, however, when the two disciples came
into the tomb, they would have noticed the long grave cloth unfolded in the grave, but
the head cloth nicely folded to the side. If it was true about folding a table napkin,
James and John could have understood that Jesus was saying, ‘I am coming back.’
If it was not a Jewish custom, we really have no idea why Jesus took the trouble to take
the head cloth and fold it, leaving the long grave cloth unfolded and lying roughly in
the grave. There must have been a good reason, but we do not know it.
All we can do is to put it on our ‘questions to ask Jesus’ list for when He comes back.
The Saviour will walk with each one of us along the river of life or in heaven’s
gardens to answer everything that has puzzled us.
The most important thing is that we are there for Him to give us the answers.
Love from Oma.
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If you would like a copy of the book, please write to:
decision@netconnect.com.au
or
maranatha.777@bigpond.com
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