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All will be saved through faith in Christ, from Eden to the close of probation.   

We can add nothing to salvation, for Jesus fully paid the price of our 

redemption. 

               Everlasting Covenant 

 

 

        F            A            I           T          H 

    Eden                                                                      CP 

 

In eternity, the 6000 years of sin will be as the blink of an eye, yet its effects will 

be seen throughout the eternal ages.   The marks on the hands and feet of 

Christ’s covenant-sacrifice are tokens of His love for the human race. 
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The Everlasting Covenant  

          Covenant of Redemption  

                                          Covenant of Grace 

                                                                       Covenant of Faith 

                                                                                                  New Covenant 

                                                                                                               The Gospel 

Before the foundations of the earth were laid, “the Father and the Son had united in a 

covenant to redeem man if he should be overcome by Satan.  They clasped their hands in a 

solemn pledge that Christ should become the surety for the human race.” 1
    

God’s Son had pledged to take the punishment of the transgressor of divine law, and pay the 

penalty Himself.  By dying for the guilt of a sinful world, Christ would reinstate fallen man 

into the position from which he had fallen, and give him back the right to eat from the tree 

of life. 
2 

Have you ever imagined the feelings of God the Father in this heavenly council?   Was it 

difficult for Him to allow His beloved Son to become man’s representative, and to die a 
shameful death on a cross? 

Did God struggle with His Son’s decision?    

Christ knew He would suffer, but He voluntarily offered to leave His home of glory and come 

to this earth of sin. 3
   He would step down from His Father’s throne, lay aside His royal robe 

and crown, and give the royal sceptre back into His Father’s hands. 4 
    

His death would seal forever the covenant made between Him and His Father. 5 

 

 

 

 

 

Christ would “exalt and honor the law”, making known the exalted character of God's 

government. 6
   

“The law of God was the basis of this covenant, which was simply an arrangement for 

bringing men again into harmony with the divine will, placing them where they could obey 
God's law.”  7

  

When the agreement was made in eternity, God the Father promised His Son rewards for 

fulfilling the covenant to redeem man -- eternal life, a beautiful earth, an everlasting 

kingdom, a holy throne, and a people who would love and serve Him.  8    

    EDEN           Available after the fall of man to the close of probation           CP 

                  Covenant of Redemption – Everlasting Covenant 
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“And there was given him dominion, and glory, and a kingdom, that all people, nations, and 

languages, should serve him; his dominion is an everlasting dominion, which shall not pass 

away, and his kingdom that which shall not be destroyed.”  9 

Christ offers the sinner who receives Him as his personal Saviour “all the graces His covenant 

embraces as the reward of His sacrifice.” 10     

Man is “granted the privilege of becoming an heir of God and a joint heir with Christ.”  11   

What a blessing to be sons and daughters of God.    

The Saviour says to us, “To him that overcometh will I grant to sit with me on my throne.” 12   

“Nothing but the righteousness of Christ can entitle us to one of the blessings of the 

covenant of grace…” 13    

The blessings are not only for the heavenly life, but even now the covenant offers “pardon 

and the assistance of grace for future obedience through faith in Christ…” 14   

“Mercy and forgiveness are the reward of all who come to Christ trusting in His merits to take 

away their sins.”  15  

Every day “we have been partakers of His heavenly benefits, recipients of the blessings of 

His priceless atonement.”  16    

Our salvation was “wrought out by infinite suffering to the Son of God.” 17
       

Our hearts should be overwhelmed with thankfulness! 

 

Blessings Bestowed 

The everlasting covenant was first made known to Adam and Eve after the fall.   It was given 

as a promise, offering forgiveness, grace to renew the heart, and power to obey. 18
 With 

repentance and contrite hearts, the grateful pair claimed the promises by faith.   

“Adam taught his descendants the law of God, and it was handed down from father to son 

through successive generations.   But notwithstanding the gracious provision for man's 

redemption, there were few who accepted it and rendered obedience.” 19
    

“The Lord preserved a people for Himself from Adam down, in whose hearts was His law…”  
20    

“Abel saw Christ figured in the sacrificial offerings.”  How did Abel know so well the plan of 

salvation?  “Adam taught it to his children and grandchildren.” 21 
     

Cain “refused to discern that Christ was typified by the slain lamb; the blood of beasts 

appeared to him without virtue...”  22   

Noah accepted the redemptive covenant and “found grace in the eyes of the Lord.” 23   He 

taught his descendants the Ten Commandments, and thus knowledge of God’s Law was 
preserved.  24 

 

God renewed His covenant with Abraham, calling him to be the father of the guardians of 

truth, through whom all nations would be blessed in the advent of the promised Messiah. 25   

Abraham was led outside his tent and told to look at the stars glimmering in the heavens – 

“So shall thy seed be.”    And Abraham believed.  
26 



3 

 

The covenant was again confirmed on Mount Moriah with a solemn oath. 27
    It was on this 

mountain that the “glorious Messianic promise was confirmed to the father of the faithful.” 28 

            

 

                                                          F          A           I           T           H 

 

 

The same covenant was renewed with Abraham’s son Isaac, and with Jacob. 29   Esau 

regarded the moral law as a “yoke of bondage.” 30   

“He (God) hath remembered his covenant for ever, the word which he commanded to a 

thousand generations.  Which covenant he made with Abraham, and his oath unto Isaac;  

And confirmed the same unto Jacob for a law, and to Israel for an everlasting covenant.” 31
 

Jacob’s great victory came when his name was changed to Israel.  He then became a symbol of victory over sin under the everlasting covenant.  

 

Blessings Lost 

Unfortunately, Jacob’s descendants “lost the principles of the Abrahamic Covenant.” 32  If 

they had “kept the covenant they would not have gone into bondage.”  33   

Even after their miraculous deliverance from Egypt, God was unable to renew His covenant 

with them, as they had not kept His law in their minds.  If they had done so, “it would not 

have been necessary for it to have been proclaimed from Sinai or engraved on tables of 

stone.”  34 

As a result, “another covenant” was made between God and Jacob’s descendants. 35 

 

The Mosaic Covenant                                                                

When Israel arrived at Mount Sinai they were “incorporated as a church and a nation under 

the government of God.” 36  It was to be a close and special relationship. 

Returning from the mountain, Moses summoned the elders and repeated God’s message to 
them.  “Now therefore, if ye will obey my voice indeed, and keep my covenant, then ye shall 

be a peculiar treasure unto me above all people…  And ye shall be unto me a kingdom of 
priests, and an holy nation.” 37   

The terms of the covenant were “Obey and live.” 
38 

Enthusiastically the elders responded, “All that the Lord hath spoken we will do.” 39  

Israel was then instructed to make preparations to meet with God in three days.  “On the 

morning of the third day, the summit of Sinai was covered with a thick black cloud, wrapping 

the mountain in darkness and mystery.” 40   

      Everlasting Covenant – Covenant of Redemption 

          Adam   Noah   Abraham   Isaac  Jacob-Israel 
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Lightning flashed and peals of thunder echoed and re-echoed around the heights.   It was 

like a devouring fire on the top of the mountain, and when the Lord descended, Sinai shook 

like an earthquake.    

A trumpet sounded, summoning the people to meet with God, and Moses led them to the 

foot of Sinai.   

“And now the thunders ceased;  the trumpet was no longer heard;  the earth was still.  There 

was a period of solemn silence, and then the voice of God was heard...  Speaking out of the 

thick darkness that enshrouded Him…. the Lord made known His law….” 41 

Thou shalt have no other Gods before Me….. 
Thou shalt not make unto thee any graven image…. 

Thou shalt not take the name of God in vain… 

Six days shalt thou labour and do all thy work, but the seventh day is the Sabbath of the 

Lord thy God… 

Honour thy father and thy mother… 

Thou shalt not kill. 

Thou shalt not commit adultery. 

Thou shalt not steal. 

Thou shalt not bear false witness… 

Thou shalt not covet… 42 

The people were “overwhelmed with terror”, and asked that God only speak with Moses.   
Their minds were “blinded and debased by slavery and heathenism, and they were not 

prepared to fully appreciate the far-reaching principles of God’s ten precepts.” 43     

God had spoken the Ten Commandments in “awful grandeur that Israel might understand 

the sacred and enduring character of the law.” 44  

As Moses drew near to the mountain, the people watched in fear.   God then instructed 

Moses of judgments “that the obligations of the Decalogue might be more fully understood 

and enforced… and Moses wrote these judgments in a book.”  45 

 

 

               

 

 

 

Coming from the mountain, Moses “took the book of the covenant and read it in the 

audience of the people.” 46 

“Thus the conditions of the covenant were solemnly repeated, and all were at liberty to 

choose whether or not they would comply with them.” 47
    

The people answered with one voice, “All the words which the Lord hath said will we do.” 48    
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Moses then sacrificed an animal, and taking the blood, he “sprinkled both the book and all 

the people, saying, ‘This is the blood of the testament which God hath enjoined unto you’.” 49
    

Thus the Israelites entered into a solemn covenant with God. 50 

“He placed the book in the hands of men in sacred office and requested that for safe 

keeping it should be put in the side of the ark…” 51   

After sealing the covenant, Moses again ascended the mountain.  As he came into the divine 

presence, the glory of God broke forth like a devouring fire on the top of the mount, and all 

Israel saw it. 52    

Moses “stood alone in the presence of the Eternal One” forty days and forty nights.  53  

While in the mountain Moses was given instructions for the building of a two-apartment 

sanctuary.  It was to be “the visible center of the nation’s worship.”  54    

 

 

 

 

 

 

These holy places were to be “figures of the true” a copy “of things in the heavens.” 55  

“All the directions were carefully recorded by Moses…” that the elders of Israel might follow 
God’s instructions without error. 56   

When God had “made an end of communing with him upon Mount Sinai, two tables of 

testimony, tables of stone, written with the finger of God” were given to Moses.” 57 

God did not entrust the precepts of His law to the memory of Israel lest they mingle 

heathen traditions or human customs with His holy precepts, so He wrote them on stone.  58 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

God had “proclaimed His law in awful grandeur to the assembled multitude, that they might 

know His will and fear and obey Him forever.” 60 

 

 

 

59 
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Why another Covenant? 

Why did God make another covenant, even a covenant of law?  

Paul asks: “Wherefore then serveth the law?” 61 

After all, God had already promised and confirmed under oath His covenant of grace with 

Abraham.   

“And the Scripture, foreseeing that God would justify the heathen through faith, preached 

before the gospel unto Abraham, saying, in thee shall all nations be blessed... they which be 

of faith are blessed with faithful Abraham.” 62  

So why did God make a law covenant? 

“It was added because of transgressions, till the seed should come to whom the promise 

was made…” 63  

God made the Mosaic Covenant because the children of Jacob had “no true concept of the 

holiness of God… and they must be taught their own inability to obey God’s Law, and their 
need of a Saviour.” 64 

Although their answer was ‘Yes, we will obey’, the people did not realise “the sinfulness of 

their hearts...”  The law would point out their sin. 65 

God revealed His power and mercy “with another covenant so they could learn to trust Him.” 
66 

Paul explains it this way.  “Wherefore the law was our schoolmaster to bring us unto Christ, 

that we might be justified by faith.” 67      

 

Two Covenants 

God has provided only one covenant for salvation and yet there are two covenants.  

 The Covenant of Redemption is God’s provision for man to return to righteousness.    
 The covenant made at Sinai was to teach Israel their sinfulness and the need of a 

Saviour. 

The Mosaic Covenant was in a limited way a copy in miniature of the Covenant of 

Redemption. 68
     Both have the same elements – a holy Law, an unblemished sacrifice, a 

righteous priesthood, yet there are great differences.    

One was a type, the other reality.  One provided salvation; the other condemnation and 

death.  

When Israel heard the Ten Commandments spoken by God, they were too fearful to 

understand the implications, and knowing their state of mind, God limited their obedience 

to the deeds of the law.  The people must bring a sacrifice for sin when the deed was 

committed or the words spoken, not for the thoughts and intents of the heart. 

However, those who surrendered to the Saviour began to see that the “commandment is 

exceeding broad”, and grace through faith gave them power to obey, not only the letter, 

but the spirit as well. 69   
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Men and women whose minds were only on the rituals, failed to see the Saviour depicted in 

the types and shadows, and their hearts even struggled against obeying the letter of the 

law. 

 

            

 

                                 F     A     I     T     H                                                                              

                       F   A   I   T   H                                                                 F  A  I  T  H                                                     

                                Patriarchs                                                                               Christians             

    Adam                 

                                                       Joshua       David                                  Apostles 

                                                     Moses   Caleb            

                          Prophets                                    Remnant          

When Christ brought His people out of Egypt, He longed to unite them with His covenant of 

grace as He had done with the patriarchs of old.   

But they had no concept of the condition of their hearts, so He gave another covenant that 

they might see their frailty and cry out to God for help.     

If they responded to the working of God’s Spirit upon their minds and hearts, and allowed 

faith to take hold, they could claim the benefits of the Covenant of Redemption, and be able 

to keep God’s Law.   

Although the ‘covenant of law’ could not of itself provide any spiritual benefits, the land 
promised to Abraham would be theirs, providing they were obedient. 70

   

Even more important was the promise that Messiah would come through their lineage, for 

“the sceptre shall not depart from Judah, nor a lawgiver from between his feet, until Shiloh 

come...” 71 

When Yeshua was born of the tribe of Judah, He was rejected by those who relied on the 

temple and its rites, but worshipped by a remnant whose faith had united them to the 

Covenant of Redemption. 72 

 

Two Laws 

There were two parts to the Mosaic Covenant, two laws that are very different from each 

other.     

 The moral law 

 The ceremonial law.   

God’s people “… were privileged with a two-fold system of law;  the moral and ceremonial...” 
73    

If Adam had not transgressed the Law of God, the ceremonial law would never have been 

instituted. 74
    

Everlasting Covenant – Covenant of Redemption 

   Mosaic Covenant of Law 
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The moral law was the standard by which mankind was to live;  the ceremonial law was 

instituted as part of God’s plan to teach salvation to the fallen race. 

After sin in the Garden of Eden, the command was given to offer sacrifices.  It was designed 

to remind men and women of the consequences of sin and the coming Saviour.    

Later, when God’s people became a nation, this ceremonial law was expanded to include 
numerous types of sacrifices and cleansings, ceremonies, holy days and festivals, as 

shadows of things to come.   They were prophetic pictures of specific phases of salvation to 

be fulfilled over a period of time, beginning with the death of Christ. 

As the term ‘ceremonial law’ is not in the Bible, many deny its existence, but Sister White 

used it 113 times.   She clearly says the “two laws” – moral and ceremonial -- cannot be 

blended together. 
75 

“The distinction between the two systems is broad and clear.” 76    

 

The Moral Law 

The moral law is “unchangeable, unalterable, infinite, and eternal.” 77
   

It was never a type or a shadow.     

The law existed before man’s creation and will endure as long as God’s throne remains.   78 

The psalmist says of God’s commandments, “They stand fast for ever and ever, and are done 

in truth and uprightness.” 79   

“God could not change nor alter one precept of His law in order to save man; for the law is 

the foundation of His government.” 80  

The proclamation of the law was accompanied with evidence of God’s power and glory, that 
His people “might never forget the scene, and that they might be impressed with profound 

veneration for the Author of the law, the Creator of heaven and earth.  He would also show to 

all men the sacredness, the importance and the permanence of His law.” 81  

God’s law was ordained to life for those who walk in harmony with its precepts, but it brings 
“bondage and death to those who remain under its condemnation.” 82

    

“The law of God, enshrined within the ark, was the great rule of righteousness and 

judgment. That law pronounced death upon the transgressor; but above the law was the 
mercy seat, upon which the presence of God was revealed, and from which, by virtue of the 

atonement, pardon was granted to the repentant sinner.” 83  

 

The Ceremonial Law 

“Let them make Me a sanctuary;  that I may dwell among them.” 84   

It was Christ Himself who gave Moses this instruction: He would 

dwell with His people. 
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Christ would “commune with (Moses) from above the mercy seat, from between the two 

cherubims which are upon the ark of the testimony, of all things which I will give thee in 

commandment unto the children of Israel.” 85  

The sanctuary was to be made “after the pattern shewed to thee in the mount.”  86   

Specific details were given of the plan for the sanctuary, its size and form, materials to be 

used, and each article of furniture.     

“Christ, in counsel with His Father, instituted the system of sacrificial offerings, that death, 

instead of being immediately visited upon the transgressor, should be transferred to a victim 
which should prefigure the great and perfect offering of the Son of God.”  87  

The ceremonial law had many rituals, some daily, others yearly.   A morning and evening 

sacrifice was offered at sunrise and twilight, and sweet incense offered on the golden altar.  

Neither the fire nor the incense was permitted to go out. The oil of the seven-branched 

candlestick was replenished twice every day that its light might shine continually.  The shew 

bread was replaced each Sabbath. 88  

Individuals brought sacrifices for sin offerings, trespass offerings, burnt offerings or peace 

offerings. Specific sacrifices were required for priests who sinned, or when the whole 

congregation sinned.  Other sacrifices were offered for holy days, new moons and feast 

days. 

Various purification rites and sacrifices were commanded after touching the dead, 

childbirth, menstruation, running issues, skin eruptions, for lepers, mould in houses and 

clothing.    

In every sacrifice “the gospel was preached…” 89 

Seven festivals took place during the year, three in the first month, one in the third, and 

three in the seventh month. 90    

Some were commemorative, and others prophetic.  All were opportunities for thanksgiving. 

Every male must attend three of these national festivals in Jerusalem each year.
  

The types and shadows, with their prophetic meaning, gave the Israelites a veiled view of 

the mercy and grace Christ would bring to the world. 91
  

The ceremonial law was “a shadow of good things to come, and not the very image of the 

things…” 92
 

The Lord had made known to Adam, Abel, Seth, Enoch, Noah, Abraham, and the ancient 

worthies, especially Moses, that “the ceremonial system of sacrifices and the priesthood of 

themselves, were not sufficient to secure the salvation of one soul. . .” 93
   

“…those sacrifices which they offered year by year continually (can never) make the comers 

thereunto perfect…  For it is not possible that the blood of bulls and of goats should take 
away sins.” 94   

Men and women who offered sacrifices in faith, demonstrated their faith by obedience.  

Their deeds would stand on record in heaven.    

At the death of Christ, His shed blood validated their faith and God marked their sins as 

forgiven.  95   See page 31 for detailed explanation. 
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The details of the ceremonial law and services of the sanctuary were outlined clearly to 

Moses.   He wrote them in a book, and placed it in the side of the ark with the book of the 

law. 96
   

 

 

Old Covenant 

“A new covenant, he hath made the first old.” 97
    

We must ask --- what was made old? 

 Israel  

 Mosaic Covenant 

 Moral Law 

 Judgments 

 Ceremonial law 
 

(a) Israel 

The apostle Paul asks the question  -- “Hath God cast away his people?” 98   His answer is a 

categorical “God forbid.”  No, “God hath not cast away his people...” 99   

This is a bit of a shock for those who believe in Replacement Theology.   The idea that the 

church replaced the Jews has been a belief of Christians for centuries.   

God promised Israel a good life in a land flowing with milk and honey – brooks, fountains, 

springs, wheat, barley, vines, figs, pomegranates, olives. 100
  

These promises have not been rescinded by God, as “the gifts and calling of God are without 

repentance.” 101    

Certainly Israel broke the covenant many times, but with repentance it was always renewed. 

“And he remembered for them his covenant, and repented according to the multitude of his 

mercies.” 102  

In AD31 at the trial of Christ, the leaders of Israel broke the covenant again, with dire 

consequences for the nation.   It was an outright act of rebellion. 

Paul uses the analogy of an olive tree, explaining that some branches could not remain on 

the tree because of a refusal to believe Yeshua was the Messiah. 103
    As a result they were 

cut off and lay lifeless at the foot of the tree. 104 
 

Every Israelite who accepted Yeshua as the Messiah was grafted into the olive tree by faith.   

Later thousands of Gentile believers were grafted into the tree. 105 

                  Validated by the blood of Jesus  

EDEN CROSS 

SACRIFICING OF ANIMALS 

IN FAITH 
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Instead of God beginning a new organisation after the death of Christ called the ‘church’ 
and cutting Israel off completely, Jesus added the believers to Israel. 106    See 31.32 for detailed explanation. 

We must read Paul’s words carefully.  He says “they which are the children of the flesh, 

these are not the children of God.” 107  “for they are not all Israel, which are of Israel.” 108    

 

 

 

 

 

                                         Blinded as dead branches 

                                           Cut off the tree      

 

 

Since the cross, the Jewish nation is no longer Israel;  they have been cut off the olive tree. 

Those who surrendered to Yeshua by faith were “the children of promise” and these “are 

counted for the seed.” 109   They alone are healthy branches on the olive tree. 

Sister White calls us “modern Israel”, which is correct, but   using the adjective before Israel 
can lose the impact of actually believing we are Israel, the true descendants of Abraham by 

faith in Yeshua, the promised Seed. 110  

To avoid confusion with literal Israel, we need to make a distinction, but can believe whole-

heartedly that we are Israel, the true Israel. 111    We are not spiritual Jews.  See p32 for further explanation. 

The Jews are still precious to God “for the fathers’ sake”, and He is longing for the day they 
can be grafted back into the olive tree. 112  

The Jewish nation has been permitted to “stumble” with “blindness”, but not forever. 113
   

Just before probation closes the Spirit will be poured out on all flesh, and the ‘loud cry’ will 
sound with the final message. As the Jewish nation sees God’s remnant empowered with 
the Spirit of Christ, they will be “provoked to jealousy.” 114   Perhaps it is not far away! 

Thousands will realise they have crucified ha Mashiach*.  All who love God and have longed 

for Messiah’s coming, will surrender and be grafted into the olive tree.  * the Messiah
 

Thus “all Israel will be saved” -- all who are grafted into the olive tree. 115
    

“When this gospel shall be presented in its fullness to the Jews, many will accept Christ as 

the Messiah… Their slumbering faculties are to be aroused…  Memory will be awakened…   

“Many of the Jewish people will by faith receive Christ as their Redeemer… Converted Jews 

are to have an important part to act in the great preparation to be made in the future to 

receive Christ, our Prince.” 116   

Over the years, Gentile believers distanced themselves from the Jewish nation due to the 

stigma upon the Jews.  As fewer Jewish converts became Christians, the ‘church’ became a 
Western religion, with little evidence of its spiritual roots.   

Today there is a change.   

Israel accepts the Messiah by faith      Long live Israel 

National Israel votes 

to reject Messiah 

Gentiles 

join Israel 

by faith – 

become 

heirs of 

promises 
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Christianity is becoming a ‘Judeo-Christian’ faith in the eyes of many, and the link is growing 
stronger.   Maybe it is due to the belief and efforts of the Evangelical Churches that Israel 

has a right to the land and will take over when the church is raptured.  Unfortunately their 

understanding is false, however, other Christians are now looking at Judaism in a new light. 

Perhaps their enthusiasm is a sign of the soon-coming of Jesus, and although mistaken in 

interpreting Bible prophecy, God can use their zeal for His purposes. 

God is protecting these ‘dead branches/bones’ from their enemies.  Their ancestors broke 

the covenant and divorced themselves from God, but He has not forsaken their 

descendants.   

Ezekiel prophesied of these bones.  “O ye dry bones, hear the word of the Lord…  Behold, I 
will cause breath to enter into you, and ye shall live…” 117

   

Today the veil is over Jewish eyes, but when they see Yeshua revealed in the faces of His 

remnant, “the vail shall be taken away”, and God can graft them back into the olive tree. 118  

Yes, Israel remains – believing Jews and Gentiles are ‘one in the olive tree’. 119 

All the promises given to Abraham of a land of promise still belong to Israel (true Israel), but 

they are far broader than the geographic land of Canaan; instead they cover the whole 

earth.  The patriarchs understood, as they looked for a “better country, that is, an 

heavenly…”, with a city “whose builder and maker is God.” 120   

(b) Mosaic Covenant 

Paul makes the distinction between the two covenants very clear from two women in the 

life of Abraham:    

 The bond woman, born of the flesh, represented the Covenant from Sinai.  

 The free woman, born of the spirit, represented the Covenant from the heavenly 

Jerusalem. 121 

The apostle calls the covenant from Sinai the “ministration of condemnation”, saying that the 

ministration “written and engraved in stone”, was “a ministration of death.” 122 

The Mosaic Covenant was a covenant of law.   Israel lived under law in everything they did – 

family life, food, dress, land, agriculture, inheritance, worship, sacrifices, priesthood and 

much more.    

The Law’s authority was supreme and unrelenting – Obey, obey, obey.   If you do not obey, 

you will die.  God had provided a solution if the people would allow faith to ascend, 

however, the majority were oblivious of these promises. 

The Mosaic Covenant had two types of law – the moral and the ceremonial -- and there was 

nothing wrong with either one.  The moral is “holy, just and good”, but its power is limited 
to seeking compliance to its precepts.  The ceremonial law was designed by Christ, but being 

symbolic in nature, it was not able to provide the reality of its symbolism. 123 
   

At Sinai, Israel pledged to obey the moral law, little realising they did not have the power to 

obey its demands. 

They had been delivered from Egypt, but the garlics, leeks and idols were still in their hearts.  

They had left the geographical area of Goshen and Rameses, but the life of Egypt still flowed 

through their veins;  the carnal nature had no desire for God or His law. 
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Over and over again the nation turned from the One who had delivered them from Egyptian 

bondage and began to worship heathen idols. Faithful to His promises for disobedience, the 

Saviour placed them in bondage to the surrounding nations – Philistines, Syrians, Assyrians, 

Chaldeans. 

When they cried out for help, deliverance came. 

“In vain they suffered the chastisement of heathen oppression. Every reformation was 

followed by deeper apostasy.”  124    

There were some men who saw their sinfulness and need of the Saviour.  They longed for 

forgiveness, and a saviour. When bringing their offerings, these men and women looked 

beyond the ritual and claimed the blessing. In allowing faith to mingle with their obedience, 

they became partakers of the covenant of grace.  125    

Sadly the majority remained under condemnation of the law and God’s purpose could only 
be fulfilled through their adversity and humiliation. 

When Judah was captive in Babylon, God gave Daniel insight into the fulfilment of the 

covenant through Messiah’s coming.  He had prayed to the covenant-keeping God for 

forgiveness and God answered his prayer.  126
 

“Seventy weeks are determined upon thy people and upon the holy city, to finish the 

transgression and make an end of sins, and to make reconciliation for iniquity, and to bring 

in everlasting righteousness…” 127
   

Messiah would bring deliverance to His captive people, and sin would be no more;   the 

covenant would be renewed!  

But Daniel also saw a warning that Israel had four hundred and ninety years to repent and 

begin obeying God’s laws.   If they refused, their city and sanctuary would be destroyed and 

they would be scattered among the nations of earth. 128   

After the Babylonian captivity, the nation came to the realisation that their prosperity 

depended upon obedience to the law, and with determination they went “about to establish 

their own righteousness.” 129  

But their motives were selfish. They “rendered outward service to God as the means of 

attaining national greatness.” 130  

Schools were established to teach the law, but these became corrupt with heathen 

philosophies.  “The Jews lost the spiritual life from their ceremonies, and clung to the dead 

forms.  They measured their holiness by the multitude of their ceremonies, while their hearts 

were filled with pride and hypocrisy.”  131  

The covenant of law became “burdensome”, and “those who desired to serve God, trying to 

observe the rabbinical precepts, toiled under a heavy burden.” 132
   They were as slaves under 

a hard task master – condemned and carrying loads they could not bear. 

The Pharisees and scribes bound the people “with heavy burdens and grievous to be 

borne…”, but they would not move a finger to help them.  133 
 

The people longed for the coming of One who would vanquish their enemies and restore 

Israel. 134 
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The years ticked by….  

Finally, Messiah arrived. 

Immediately He began lifting burdens.   Yeshua “preached good tidings unto the meek, 

bound up the broken-hearted, proclaimed liberty to the captives… comforted them that 
mourned…” 135    

The children were blessed and the sick healed; the dead were raised; the fearful given 

courage, and the lonely found a Friend.   Christ “gave them beauty for ashes, the oil of joy 

for mourning, the garment of praise for the spirit of heaviness…” 136   

Not long after Yeshua began His ministry, Jewish leaders began to plot His death.  Three and 

a half years before the final year of the prophecy, the Sanhedrin passed the death sentence 

upon the Messiah, and handed Him over to Rome for crucifixion.   137 

“Israel had divorced herself from God.” 138
    

It broke Yeshua’s heart.   
“O Jerusalem, Jerusalem how often would I have gathered thy children together, as a hen 

gathereth her chickens under her wings, and ye would not.” 139  

Even the priests in the temple had lost sight of the significance of the service they 

performed.  “The ordinances which God Himself had appointed were made the means of 

blinding the mind and hardening the heart.  God could do no more for man through these 

channels. The whole system must be swept away.”  140   

Gethsemane… Betrayal… Calvary...  

The day passed. 

While the disciples wept and the 

Jewish leaders gloated, all heaven 

rejoiced that God’s Son had gained the 
victory over Satan. 

“The emancipation papers of our race 

were signed by the blood of the Son of 
God, and a way was opened for the 
message of hope and mercy to be 
carried to the ends of the earth.  Now, 
whoever will may reach forth and take 

hold of God's hand…” 141    

 

           Covenant of Law 

                   Covenant of Grace through Faith  

    REST 

  BURDENS 
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The gloom upon this world would “disappear before the bright beams of the Sun of 

Righteousness.”  142  

The Mosaic Covenant came to an end, and yet Sister White said of it, “This covenant is just 

as much in force today as it was when the Lord made it with ancient Israel.”  143 

What did the prophet mean? 

How can a covenant be finished and yet have as much force as at the beginning? 

When the Covenant of Redemption was validated at the death of Christ, the wall erected by 

the Jews between themselves and the outside world was completely torn down.    

Every man, woman and child could go straight to the Saviour “by a new and living way, 

which he hath consecrated for us, through the veil, that is to say, his flesh.”  144  

Comparing the covenants, Paul says, “For the law was given by Moses, but grace and truth 

came by Jesus Christ.” 145  

God’s people were no longer dominated by the law as a schoolmaster, “… for ye are not 

under the law, but under grace.”  146   They were now free through God’s saving grace. 

However, “Christ did not, by bearing the sinner's guilt, release man from his obligation to 

obey the law;  for if the law could have been changed or abolished, he need not have come 

to this world to suffer and die.” 147    

Anyone refusing  to surrender to Jesus and receive His Spirit is still “under the law” and 
condemned, for “… to whom ye yield yourselves servants to obey, his servant ye are to 

whom ye obey;  whether of sin unto death, or of obedience unto righteousness.”  148   

Thus the prophet could say, “the covenant is just as much in force today…” 149 

No one is released from the law’s demands, and any Christian “who has not sufficient faith in 

Christ to believe that He can keep him from sinning, has not the faith that will give him an 

entrance into the kingdom of God.” 150 

The law will continue to say, ‘Obey me’.   If the appeal is refused, the rebellious one will 

remain in bondage to the law, and in effect, have an Old Covenant experience.   

Disobedience places everyone “under the law”, no matter what the profession.  151 

However, Jesus Christ stands before every struggling soul saying, “Come unto me, all ye that 

labour and are heavy laden, and I will give you rest.  Take my yoke upon you, and learn of 

me;  for I am meek and lowly in heart:  and ye shall find rest unto your souls.”  152 

The Old Covenant can also be an encouragement to God’s people, as it shows His 
faithfulness in fulfilling the promises.   

“If ye will obey my voice indeed, and keep my covenant, then ye shall be a peculiar treasure 

unto me above all people.  And ye shall be unto me a kingdom of priests, and an holy 

nation.”  153 

The same promise is given in the New Covenant, for Peter said, “Ye are a chosen 

generation, a royal priesthood, an holy nation, a peculiar (chosen) people..”  154  

As Abraham’s seed, the followers of Jesus can claim all the blessings in the Mosaic Covenant 

because we are heirs of the promises.  The inheritance belongs to God’s surrendered 

people.  
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Sister White also said the Mosaic Covenant “is to be our refuge and defense.”  155    

The more closely we study how God dealt with His ancient people, the more we will realise 

that “the eternal God is our refuge, and underneath are the everlasting arms.” 156
    

God is faithful to fulfil His promise of blessings.  He is also faithful to fulfil the curses for 

disobedience. 157 

The Mosaic Covenant was true to its purpose as a law covenant for Israel, but when type 

met anti-type, the model faded in glory.  The real glory belongs to the anti-type which far 

“exceeds in glory”.  158 

Do we throw away the type?    No.   

“With the first advent of Christ there was ushered in an era of greater light and glory; but it 

would indeed be sinful ingratitude to despise and ridicule the lesser light because a fuller 
and more glorious light had dawned. Those who despise the blessings and glory of the 

Jewish age are not prepared to be benefited by the preaching of the gospel… even the 

atonement loses its significance when the law of God is rejected. ”   159 

The Mosaic Covenant is still a perfectly good model, and today is part of the Christian’s 
Textbook. 

(c)  Moral Law 

The moral Law is unalterable. 160  

The Ten Commandments, simply stated on the tablets of 

stone, held within their words a depth of meaning few 

understood. 

In His sermon on the mount, Jesus revealed a little of that depth and the people were 

shocked.    

If you hate your brother you have committed murder in your heart!  If you lust after a 

woman, you have committed adultery in your heart!    Love your enemies!   Pray for those 

who hate you!  161 

But the “same voice” that spoke to Israel on the mount of blessing had “declared the moral 

law” on Sinai.  He had not changed, nor had His law. 162 

It was because Jesus had “great reverence for the law” that He spoke of its depth.   He was 
trying to break through the “wall of superstitious exactions that hemmed in the Jews.”  163  

Jesus told the people, “Think not that I am come to destroy the law, or the prophets:  I am 

not come to destroy, but to fulfil.  For verily I say unto you, Till heaven and earth pass, one 
jot or one tittle shall in no wise pass from the law, till all be fulfilled…. For I say unto you, that 
except your righteousness shall exceed the righteousness of the scribes and Pharisees, ye 

shall in no case enter into the kingdom of heaven.” 164 

The Saviour is speaking of the Ten Commandments, the standard of righteousness, as 

revealed at Sinai. 165  

“Nothing written on those tables could be blotted out.  The precious record of the law was 

placed in the ark of the testament and is still there, safely hidden from the human family.” 166  

The Jews claimed to be righteous, but their righteousness was “filthy rags”. 167   
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God said of them, “Ah sinful nation, a people laden with iniquity… from the sole of the foot 
even unto the head, there is no soundness in it… but wounds, bruises and putrifying 

sores…”  168 

God gave His law on Sinai in awful grandeur that every human being might understand that 

God’s Law will never pass away.  169  

We have been in slavery to sin too.    

Suddenly the Old Covenant becomes a picture of our own condition, and we realise we are 

no different from Israel of old.    

“Now we know that what things soever the law saith, it saith to them who are under the law:  

that every mouth may be stopped, and all the world may become guilty before God.”  170 

Not one of us can keep the law in our own strength, and God still says, ‘Obey and live’.    
Most of us have probably said, ‘Yes Lord I will’.   In fact we might have said like the rich 
young ruler, ‘Yes Lord, I do keep the law’, not realising that behind our answer are hidden 

sins we do not even understand.   

If we do not see the sinfulness of our own hearts, we will find it impossible to keep the law 

of God.   Our promises and resolutions will be “like ropes of sand”, just as it was for the 
Israelites on their wilderness journey.  171 

But praise God, when we surrender to Christ, every principle of the Law is made possible 

through faith in Him. 

“The same law that was engraved upon the tables of stone is written by the Holy Spirit upon 

the tables of the heart. Instead of going about to establish our own righteousness we accept 
the righteousness of Christ.  His blood atones for our sins.  His obedience is accepted for 
us… Through the grace of Christ we shall live in obedience to the law of God written upon 

our hearts.” 172 

The law and the gospel are so blended together that there is perfect harmony.   

“In all its majesty the law confronts the conscience, causing the sinner to feel his need of 

Christ as the propitiation for sin.  The gospel recognizes the power and immutability of the 

law.” 173 

Unfortunately there is a growing distaste for the Ten Commandments in Christian circles.  

Many preachers are saying -- Those who advocate keeping the Law are under bondage, and 

Christians are not under Law, but under grace.   Media evangelists are publicly announcing -

- We don’t need the commandments to live a righteous life because we have the Spirit of 
Christ within.   

There is no question born again Christians have Christ within, but this does not cancel our 

need to study the commandments to see if we are in line with their precepts.  We do not 

rely on ‘the power within’ to teach us right and wrong.    

The law is a “mirror to show man the defects of his character.” 174
 

The devil is not asleep.   He is working with all his hosts to destroy God’s law.  He employs 
popular men to down-grade the law, that the world might not see light on the Sabbath 

truth.   The great master of evil conceals himself, working behind the scenes. 
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There is no question “a power from beneath is stirring up the children of disobedience to 

make void the Law of God, and to trample upon the faith of Christ as our righteousness…” 175 

Do we need to ask -- Did the moral Law pass away at the death of Christ? 

No, it will never pass away.  

It stands as a solid rock supporting the government of God.  “Justice and judgment are the 

habitation of thy throne.”  176 

Just as the enemy is working to down-grade God’s law, the power of Christ is moving upon 
the hearts of those who are loyal -- to exalt it.  177 

(d) Judgments 

The judgments were given by God to uphold the Ten Commandments, and each statute 

relates to God’s moral standard of righteousness. 

To assist Moses in making certain the people kept the moral 

Law, Christ “dictated” to him, “judgments and laws, giving 

minute instruction as to what was required.” 178 

The judgments relate to the duty of Israel towards each other 

and strangers, but these are “only the principles of the Ten 

Commandments amplified and given in a specific manner, that 
none need err.  They were designed to guard the sacredness of 

the ten precepts engraved on the tables of stone.” 179 

The judgments are scattered throughout the pages of Exodus, Leviticus, Numbers, and in 

Deuteronomy.  They relate to the high principles of the Ten Commandments, at times 

applying to the obvious letter of the law, at others, the broad spiritual principle behind it. 180 

There are judgments against worshipping other gods, idolatry, swearing, Sabbath-breaking, 

dishonouring parents, murder, manslaughter, adultery, rape, fornication, incest, sodomy, 

beastiality, theft, falsehood, which clearly uphold the principles of God’s Law.    

These judgments are still valid today. 

Sister White wrote, “How many pass over these words of Moses as though they were 

meaningless, and continue to heap reproach and derision on divine institutions. How many 
trample on the divine law, the righteous judgments and statutes which were committed to 

God's ancient people.” 181   See page 33.34  for comments on the Hebrew words used in the Bible for judgments, statutes, precepts, ordinances etc. 
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Quarantine and sanitation laws are certainly vital, but they must be separated from the 

ritualistic cleansing that often accompanied them.  Isolating the problem and washing are 

essential in controlling an outbreak of disease, parasites or mould.   

Leading the blind astray, harassing the stranger, orphans, widows and the deaf was 

forbidden. Doing harm to anyone physically impaired was prohibited in the judgments.  Old 

men and women were to be honoured and protected.   

Talebearers and outright gossips were condemned.   

The judgments relating to rotating crops is without question wise farm management.  As the 

land lies fallow, it is revitalised.   If an animal strayed, it was to be returned by the finder.   

An animal that endangered human life must be put to death. 

The law demanded borrowed or hired property that is damaged or lost is to be repaired or 

the equivalent in monetary value.   If a neighbour borrowed an article and did not return it, 

his house was not to be entered to retrieve it.  The home is still sacred and private. 

A thief or murderer must go to trial with two or three witnesses.  Never could a verdict be 

given with only one witness.  Self-condemnation was against the law.   Bribery was 

condemned. 

Moving a neighbour’s landmark was condemned.  Court cases have been fought over tiny 
strips of land that have not been properly marked or have been deceitfully acquired.    

Partiality was forbidden and the poor must not be wrested from judgment.   Showing 

favour, whether to the rich, the famous, the elite, or any member of society was 

condemned.    No one was to raise a false report.   

All these statutes and judgments relate to the value of life and property and are easy to 

discern.   Some are a little more difficult, and we must ask ourselves --  Do they relate to the 

moral Law or to the ceremonial law?   

What about the death penalty?   Do we put people to death who disobey God’s Law?   No, 
but unrepentance still has the death penalty which will take place at the second death.     

We may not have related judgments condemning the eating of unclean meat and blood to 

the commandments, except that they were condemned prior to the Mosaic Covenant.   This 

shows them to have a universal application. 182 

God speaks of eating blood as a moral issue, as the life is in the blood.  “But flesh with the 

life thereof, which is the blood thereof, shall ye not eat.  And surely your blood of your lives 

will I require it…” 183   Meat must be drained of its blood before eaten.  Kosher meat in Judaism 

Eating unclean meat and blood is also a sin against health.  

“The transgression of physical law is transgression of the moral law; for God is as truly the 

author of physical laws as He is the author of the moral law.” 184 

“Anything that lessens physical strength enfeebles the mind and makes it less capable of 

discriminating between right and wrong.” 185 

Tithing was also made clear prior to the Mosaic Covenant, thus it has a universal application. 
186   To withhold the tithe was stealing from God. 187    Offerings were mandatory as well.  See 

comment on p34 regarding the use of tithe. 
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The laws of usury, or charging interest, are not mentioned prior to the Mosaic Covenant, 

however, taking interest from the poor or brethren is frowned upon by God. 188  
  Solomon 

links usury with “unjust gain” and Ezekiel with “greed”. 189  Charging usury to those outside 

the faith, or banks and exchangers, is acceptable. 190
 

Our prophet says, “The instructions given to Moses for ancient Israel, with their sharp, rigid 

outlines, are to be studied and obeyed by the people of God today.” 191 

For the Christian, every principle in these laws is written upon the heart, and it will be our 

delight to obey, but we must study the inspired Textbook to learn what God requires. 

A surrendered person is not under bondage to obey these laws any more than obedience to 

the Ten Commandments places us under bondage.    Indeed, to keep the judgments is to 

keep the precepts of the moral law. 

When Christ is in our hearts, we will sing with David,  

“O how I love thy law! 
It is my meditation all the day… 

Blessed are they that keep his testimonies, 

and that seek him with the whole heart. 

Give me understanding, and I shall keep thy law; 

yea, I shall observe it with my whole heart. 

Make me to go in the path of thy commandments; 

for therein do I delight.” 192 

 

(e) Ceremonial law 

The Mosaic Covenant had “two laws”, the moral and the 
ceremonial law, completely separate laws that cannot be 

blended together. 193 

Certainly the moral Law and judgments were “not crucified 

with Christ…”, but what about the ceremonial law?  194
 

What does the prophet say? 

The “ceremonial law was provisional and temporary.” 195  
 

It was a “shadow of things to come, but the body is of Christ”, a picture of the plan of 

salvation. 196 

“In Him the shadow reached the substance... Types and shadows, offerings and sacrifices, 

had no virtue after Christ's death on the cross....” 197 

“The ceremonial system was made up of symbols pointing to Christ, to His sacrifice and His 

priesthood.  This ritual law, with its sacrifices and ordinances, was to be performed by the 
Hebrews until type met antitype in the death of Christ… Then all the sacrificial offerings were 

to cease.  It is this law that Christ ‘took… out of the way, nailing it to His cross’.” 198 

Many in the Christian world… do not see to the end of that which was done away. They do 
not see that it was only the ceremonial law which was abrogated at the death of Christ...” 199 

Every command of the Mosaic Covenant either falls under the moral or the ceremonial law.   

“Each is clear and distinct from the other.”  200 
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The ceremonial law contained ordinances that were shadows of things to come.   

The sacrifices, washings, cleansings and drink offerings all pointed to the supreme sacrifice 

of the Lamb of God.  Holy days and ceremonial sabbaths were prophetic enactments of the 

Saviour’s high priestly ministry for the salvation of man. 

All were “carnal ordinances, imposed on them until…” the death of Christ. 201   

Those who accepted Yeshua as the Messiah would leave behind their sacred rites, holy 

days and festivals, as their new faith separated them from symbols and types of the 

covenant of law.  

Circumcision was also a part of the ceremonial law, although it was first introduced to 

Abraham outside the Mosaic Covenant.   

It was a reminder to Abraham to keep His law, and that God will perform all His promises, 

without works of the flesh.  It was included in the Mosaic Covenant to teach the same 

lesson, but was lost on the Jewish nation.  Today it is for them the symbol of Jewishness.     

Under the New Covenant circumcision is the spiritual cutting away of the works of the flesh 

from the heart, which of course is what God always wanted of His people. 202 

Unfortunately, the subject of circumcision became a problem for the apostles in days ahead. 

The apostle Paul’s ministry had extended throughout Asia Minor with the blessing of God, 

but there was one area that caused him much heartache -- his beloved churches were being 

influenced to keep the ceremonial law and other ordinances. 

Reports of Paul’s work had reached Jerusalem -- he was releasing Jews from observing the 

rites of the ceremonial law, and admitting Gentiles with equal rights without the ceremonial 

law.  203 

Under the Mosaic Covenant, Gentiles were excluded from the privileges granted Israel until 

they were circumcised.    

  Covenant of Redemption – Everlasting  Covenant 

 

Types and shadows,     

sacrifices, rituals, 

ordinances.
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“Circumcision and a strict observance of the ceremonial law had been the condition upon 

which Gentiles could be admitted to Israel, but these distinctions were to be abolished by the 

gospel.” 204 

The Sanhedrin was determined to hinder the work, and the council selected certain men to 

follow the apostles, especially Paul.    

These men feigned a belief in Yeshua and entered the churches, asserting that “in order to 

be saved, one must be circumcised and must keep the entire ceremonial law.”  They insisted 
that the Jewish laws and ceremonies should be incorporated into the rites of the Christian 

religion. 205
 

Factions began to rise through the influence of these emissaries of Judaism and they 

“succeeded in alienating many of the Christian converts from their teacher in the gospel.” 206 

Paul was heart-broken.    

Unable to visit his churches, he began writing letters of warning to the believers, doing all in 

his power “to remove the prejudice and distrust, yet he feared his efforts might be in vain…” 
207 

Perhaps we have never considered the struggles the apostle had in this area. 

In some of his letters he broached the subject clearly and gently; in others it was a mere 

mention. But to the Galatians, he spoke very strongly about the subject.  

Galatians, he wrote, “I marvel that ye have so soon moved away from truth… unto another 
gospel.” 208 He adds with righteous indignation, “though we, or an angel from heaven, preach 

any other gospel….let him be accursed.”  209 

When the Galatians chose to adhere to circumcision and other rites, they were placing 

themselves back under the Mosaic Covenant.   It did not matter which part of the 

ceremonial law they had chosen to keep, returning to any one of the rituals placed them 

under the authority of the law covenant. 

Paul explains that God’s plan is not salvation by works, for “the just shall live by faith”. 210   

Putting themselves back under the law covenant meant going into bondage.     

Not only that, but they were now cursed, for “Cursed is every one that continueth not in all 

things which are written in the book of the law to do them.”  211 

Whoever keeps one ordinance becomes “a debtor to do the whole law.”  212
      

The principle is the same for the moral Law, “for whosoever shall keep the whole law, and 

yet offend in one point, he is guilty of all.”  213
 

The Galatians had fallen for the lie that circumcision was necessary for salvation.  Paul’s 
message was clear -- unless they keep every single regulation of the ceremonial law:  the 

sacrifices, feasts, holy days, cleansings, washings, the curse of sin rested upon them.    

If they could obey every rule perfectly, they would “live in them” with the blessing of God, 
but it was impossible. 214 

Note that Paul did not condemn the Galatians for keeping the precepts of the moral law.  He 

could have said, If you keep the seventh-day Sabbath, you are cursed.   Or if you honour 

your parents and refrain from committing adultery, you are keeping a covenant of works.    
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No, Paul did not refer to the moral law because the Covenant of Redemption freely imputes 

the righteousness of Christ’s obedience to the believer, giving power to obey all Ten 
Commandments. 

However, choosing to keep any one of the ceremonial rituals is to automatically put oneself 

back under the ‘covenant of law’, bringing condemnation. 

“If righteousness comes by the law, then Christ died in vain.” 215 

Paul strongly warns those who try to keep the “the law of commandments contained in 

ordinances” that they are under the curse of the law, which is death. 216 

O foolish Galatians, you don’t need to be under a curse!    

“Christ hath redeemed us from the curse of the law, being made a curse for us… that we 

might receive the promise of the Spirit through faith.” 217 

My little children, I travail in birth again for you.  You ran well, who hindered you? 218
   “Christ 

has become of none effect unto you… ye are fallen from grace.” 219 

To the Ephesians Paul wrote, Christ “is our peace, who hath made  both  one,  and hath  

broken down  the middle wall of partition between us;  having abolished in his flesh the 
enmity, even the law of commandments contained in ordinances… that he might reconcile 
both unto God in one body by the cross, having slain the enmity thereby.” 220

  
See p34 for further thoughts. 

To the Colossians he wrote, “Blotting out the handwriting of ordinances that was against us, 

which was contrary to us, and took it out of the way, nailing it to his cross… Let no man 

therefore judge you in meat, or in drink, or in respect of an holyday, or of the new moon, or 

of the sabbath days:  which are a shadow of things to come; but the body is of Christ.”  221  The 

same applies for Colossians for Esphesians.
  

To the Philippians he simply said, “Beware of dogs, beware of evil workers, and beware of 

the concision”, those who cut and mutilate. 222 

Paul wept over his beloved churches.  He could handle going to prison, but having his 

children fall into apostasy was hard to bear.  It was this problem that caused most of his 

persecution. 

Certainly the Jews would find it hard to give up their rituals after keeping them for almost 

fifteen hundred years, but when they accepted Yeshua as the Messiah, “old things” had 

passed away. 223
     All things had become new. 

Turning back to the ceremonial law, they were no longer “justified by faith”; their status had 
changed to “justified by the law”, in which there is no justification. 224  It was a no win 

situation. 

Paul has much to say to his church members.   He uses the analogy of Hagar, Abraham’s 
second wife and their son Ishmael, as representing the ministration of the old covenant, in 

which there was no salvation.    

His counsel was to “cast out the bondwoman and her son, for the son of the bondwoman 

shall not be heir with the son of the freewoman.” 225 

The Galatians must make a choice, and it was serious – do you want to be saved or lost? 

They could live “after the flesh” as Hagar the bondwoman, or “after the Spirit” as Sarah the 
free woman.  226   They could not do both.   
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They could not keep the ceremonial law and still be justified by faith.    

It was impossible.    

Paul pleads with his people, Brethren, we are not children of the bondwoman, but of the free. 
227 

Paul’s words ring down through the centuries.  “Stand fast therefore in the liberty 

wherewith Christ hath made us free…” 228 

 

Covenant Renewal 

God gave Israel a “compacted prophecy of the gospel” in its entire religious system, as given 
by Christ and not changed by traditions of man.  229 

Every detail pointed to the work of the Messiah – His obedience,  His sacrifice,  His 

ministration  in the  heavenly sanctuary, His cleansing of believers, His destruction of sin, 

sinners and Satan.    All were a miniature representation of His work in the Covenant of 

Redemption. 

The national feasts were a miniature enactment of the total plan of salvation, prophetically 

outlining the Messiah’s work.   However, Israel could only see the memorial of how God had 
led them in the past.  The future fulfilments were as yet veiled. 230 

Today we understand the history of Israel, and through the coming of Messiah, see the 

fulfilment of each prophecy through the Word.   No longer are they hidden from view. 

As the nation of Israel sat down on Peshach two thousand 

years ago to eat the Passover lamb, they remembered that 

dreadful night in Egypt when the angel of death passed 

over.  Now, centuries later, they could rejoice that their 

firstborn had been spared. 

Sitting comfortably in their dining rooms on the 14
th

 Abib, 

the Jewish people could not discern that the slain lamb on 

their table portrayed their own Messiah who would die 

that very afternoon.   His shed blood would protect the 

whole human race from the angel of death. 231 

The night before Messiah’s crucifixion, Yeshua renewed the everlasting covenant with His 

disciples as He had done with Adam, Abel, Seth, Noah, Abraham, Isaac, Jacob, Moses, and all 

who had entered it by faith through the centuries.   

Jeremiah was given a picture of this time four hundred years earlier.    “Behold, the days 

come, saith the Lord, that I will make a new covenant with the house of Israel... Not 
according to the covenant I made with their fathers… which covenant they brake… But this 
is the covenant I will make with the house of Israel;  After those days, saith the Lord, I will 
put my law in their inward parts, and write it in their hearts; and will be their God, they shall 

be my people.”  232 

It would be a renewal of the Covenant of Redemption, a covenant that had never been 

broken, but its renewal was of vital significance at this time in the plan of salvation. 
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Ezekiel repeats the promise.  “And I will give them one heart, and I will put a new spirit within 

you;  and I will take out the stony heart out of their flesh, and will give them an heart of flesh, 
that they may walk in my statutes, and keep mine ordinances, and do them:  and they shall 

be my people, and I will be their God.” 233 

God had longed to make Israel a part of His covenant when He led them out of Egypt, but 

they were not ready.  Through the years, many did enter by faith, but the majority “could not 

enter in because of unbelief.” 234 

Now, on this very Peshach of AD31, the Covenant of Redemption would be dedicated by its 

Mediator. 

After eating the paschal meal with His disciples, Jesus “instituted in its place the service that 

was to be the memorial of His great sacrifice.   

“The national festival of the Jews was to pass away forever… the service which Christ 

established was to be observed by His followers in all lands and through all ages.” 235 

“No longer had they need of the Passover, for He, the great antitypical Lamb, was ready to 

be sacrificed for the sins of the world.” 236 

Jesus took bread and gave it to His disciples, saying, “Take, eat: this is my body.  “And he 

took the cup, and gave thanks,  and gave it to them,  saying,  Drink ye  all of it:  For this is 

my blood of the new testament (covenant), which is shed for many for the remission of sins.” 
237 

Thus the Lord’s Supper became a symbol of the new covenant.   

“This was the point of the transition between two economies and their two great festivals. 

The one was to close forever;  the other, which He had just established, was to take its 

place, and to continue through all time as the memorial of His death.”  238     

It was Christ's desire to leave His disciples an ordinance that would “serve to disentangle 

them from the rites and ceremonies which they had hitherto engaged in as essential, and 
which the reception of the gospel made no longer of any force. To continue these rites would 

be an insult to Jehovah.” 239 

At 3.00pm that afternoon, Yeshua fulfilled the prophetic 

meaning of the feast, and as the Passover Lamb, He was  

“sacrificed” for us. 240 

Christ had ratified the divine covenant with His own blood. 241
   

“The solemn pledge made with His Father in eternity had 
now been fulfilled, and when Yeshua cried out, ‘It is 
finished’, He addressed His Father.  The compact had been 

fully carried out.” 242 

The covenant was “fully consummated and the redemption price paid.” 243
 

 

 

 

 

   Covenant of Redemption 

 It is now a legal covenant signed with the 

blood of Jesus Christ our Lord 
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As Jesus rested in the tomb over Sabbath, He fulfilled the first ceremonial sabbath of the 

feast of Unleavened Bread, and on the following day, as the priests waved the barley sheaf 

in the temple, the glorified Messiah rose from the grave, the First-fruits of the dead. 244 

The next forty days were spent instructing the faithful, and on the fortieth day, before 

ascending to heaven, Jesus said, “Wait for the promise of the Father… ye shall be baptized 
with the Holy Ghost not many days hence.”  

245   The disciples may have wondered if those 

few days would coincide with the approaching feast, for in ten days it would be Pentecost, a 

time of harvest thanksgiving. 

And “when the day of Pentecost was fully come, they were all with one accord in one place.   

And suddenly… they were all filled with the Holy Ghost…” 246 

It was Heaven's communication that the “Redeemer's inauguration was accomplished…. As 
priest and king, Christ had received all authority in heaven and earth, and was the Anointed 

One over His people.” 247
    

In the temple, the priests were waving two loaves of wheat bread as first-fruits of the wheat 

crop.   The people also gathered at the temple with the first-fruits of their harvests, thankful 

for the blessings received.  248 

In the upper room one hundred and twenty men and women rejoiced in their Saviour, 

grateful He had been received into glory.  

“On the day of divine appointment, the Lord graciously poured out His Spirit on the little 
company of believers, who were the first-fruits of the Christian church.” 249 

Empowered by Christ’s Spirit, and with faces aglow, these men and women shared the good 
news of their risen Lord with those who had gathered for Pentecost “praising God and 

having favour with all the people.   And the Lord added to the church daily such as would be 

saved.”  250  

It was a glorious climax to the Spring feasts.   

Today, the blast of the “trumpet” has summoned believers to the “antitypical day of 

atonement”, where we are instructed to “afflict our souls” as Israel of old. 251
    

“We are now living in the great day of atonement… All who would have their names retained 
in the book of life should now, in the few remaining days of their probation, afflict their souls 
before God by sorrow for sin and true repentance.  There must be deep, faithful searching of 

heart.”  252  

It is a time to “confess our errors, repent of our sins, and pray for one another that we may 

be healed.” 253 
   We are not to be morose, or frivolous, but cheerful and filled with joy. 254 

The final feast is yet to be fulfilled on that glorious day when God will tabernacle with His 

people. 255     

Then Christ will rejoice with the redeemed of all ages. 

 Preparing to meet our Saviour in the clouds of glory, let us thank Him for covenanting with 

His Father in eternity to pay the redemption price for our salvation.  It had been an 

agonising fulfilment for Jesus, but He was assured of seeing “the travail of his soul.” 256
 

What about the Father?    
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Did He struggle in allowing His Son to redeem the human race? 

When Adam and Eve fell into sin, God’s Son knew His agreement with the Father must 
begin.    

He entered into the glorious light of His presence and pled permission to fulfil the covenant 

they had made in eternity.    Three times He made His appeal, and on the third occasion, His 

Father consented. 257 

Can you imagine the Father’s pain in giving up His Son? 

Yes, God suffered with His Son.   It was “even a struggle with the God of heaven, whether to 

let guilty man perish, or to give His darling Son to die for them.” 258 

The Father had pledged the greatest gift possible – His only begotten Son. 259 

“The love of the Father toward a fallen race is unfathomable, indescribable, without a 

parallel. This love led Him to consent to give His only begotten Son to die, that rebellious 
man might be brought into harmony with the government of Heaven, and be saved from the 

penalty of his transgression.” 260 

Christ was to die that we might have the sweet peace of the Father’s joy and love.   It was 
His sacrifice just as much as it was His Son’s. 

“The Father, in union and loving sympathy with His Son, subjected himself to suffer with his 

Son.   He spared not His only begotten Son, but freely delivered Him up for us all. This gift of 
Christ is the crowning truth of God's love, and this Fatherhood, through all time and through 

eternity.” 261 

They had mutually pledged in a solemn agreement “to give fallen man another chance.” 262     

What amazing love! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Brothers and Sisters, we should not fear that God will fail of fulfilling His promise.   “Never 

will He change the covenant He has made with those who love Him.” 263 

Today we have only three ordinances – baptism, foot washing, the Lord’s Supper.   

These symbolic reminders of Christ’s death and resurrection are precious holy ceremonies 

that point to the fulfilment of His promise to keep the covenant He made with His Father. 

Jesus said to His disciples, “I say unto you, I will not drink henceforth of this fruit of the vine, 

until that day when I drink it new with you in my Father’s kingdom.” 264 

Soon that day will come. 
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These three ordinances will pass away and we will stand in the full light of eternity to see 

the final fulfilment of this new covenant promise.   

Jesus will drink of the vine in the presence of His Father and His beloved redeemed, and He 

will enfold them in His arms of love. 265 

Then, although unworthy of the privilege, His precious children will reflect the righteousness 

of Jesus in all its purity and loveliness.  Our Saviour will look upon a multitude of the human 

race as the reward of His everlasting covenant. 

And He will be satisfied. 266 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

“The sense of sin,  

urged home by the law,  

drives the sinner to the Saviour.” 

1 Selected Messages 241. 
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