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“And it shall come to pass in that day,
That the Lord shall set his hand again
the second time
To recover the remnant of his people….”
Isaiah 11:11

Margaretha Tierney

The Hebrew Language
Hebrew is a beau�ful language. Many believe it was the
original language spoken by Adam and Eve, and indeed by the
host of heaven.
When God caused the language diversion at the tower of
Babel, he only needed to confound it for those building the
tower. Genesis 11:7. The family of Shem kept the truth alive
in the earth and would have understood the original language.
Hebrew is generally called a Semi�c language, which diverged
into Chaldee, Syriac and Arabic. Although there were
modifica�ons, much appears to have remained the same.
The root words all have three le�ers, so within words that
have added prefixes or suffixes, the root meaning can be seen.
The language contains many words that describe specific
places, events or characters of people.
The past, present and future are interchanged many �mes in a
chapter. A Hebrew sees the promises of God as reality,
therefore they can be spoken of as present.
Hebrew is very picturesque. The words paint a picture.
Inanimate nature is alive. “The mountains and the hills shall
break forth before you into singing, and all the trees of the
field shall clap their hands.” Isaiah 55:12. “Day unto day
uttereth speech...” Psalm 55:12.
A person does not simply speak or see. The Hebrew says, ‘he
opened his lips and spoke’, or ‘he lifted up his eyes and saw.’
The abstract is expressed in concrete terms: the hand or arm
stands for strength, the nostril for anger, a shining face for
favour.
(c)

There is a verse in Zephaniah that contains all twenty-two
letters of the Hebrew aleph-bet, as well as the extra five
special le�ers that are used as the final le�er.
“Therefore wait ye upon me, saith the Lord, until the day
that I rise up to the prey: for my determination is to gather
the nations, that I may assemble the kingdoms, to pour
upon them mine indignation, even all my fierce anger: for
all the earth shall be devoured with the fire of my
jealousy.” Zephaniah 3:8.
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In its full meaning, the verse is speaking of the destruction at
the second coming of Messiah. The following verse is of great
interest to na�ve Hebrews.
“For then will I turn to the people a pure language, that
they may all call upon the name of the Lord, to serve him
with one consent.” Zephaniah 3:9.
Many believe this “pure language” will be Hebrew. Of course
we have no idea, but it will be a language of the pure in
Messiah.

ivlw

Shalom
(d)
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Introduc�on
The book of Genesis is the founda�on for the whole Bible. If
we ignore it, we will misunderstand the rest of Scripture. It
reveals three fundamental pillars that never move – crea�on,
law, and salva�on.

Creation
“In the beginning God created the heaven and the earth.”
Genesis 1:1.
Crea�on is a gi�. Human beings have been created by a loving
God. They have not appeared on this planet by evolutionary
chance. Instead, God the Father, through His only-begotten
Son, “made the worlds.” Hebrews 1:1.2. “God…. created
all things by Jesus Christ.” Ephesians 3:9. John 1:10.14.
As the Word, the Son brought the universe into being, “he
spake, and it was done; he commanded, and it stood
fast.” Psalm 33:6.9.
The One in whom we have redemption “who is the image of
the invisible God….by him were all things created, that
are in heaven, and that are in earth, visible and invisible,
whether they be thrones, or dominions, or principalities, or
powers, all things were created by him, and for him.”
Colossians 1:16.
Of all the worlds of the universe, this planet is our home. It was
not created “in vain.” God “formed it to be inhabited.”
Isaiah 45:18. “The earth hath he given to the children of
men.” Psalm 115:16.
Our earth is a beautiful ‘blue planet’, or as has been called by
NASA, the ‘blue dot’.
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We are here because of love, a love far greater than we can
imagine.
God lovingly formed Adam from the dust of the ground, and
with great tenderness “breathed into his nostrils” His own
breath of life. Genesis 2:7. With just as much care He formed
a companion from Adam’s rib, a “woman who was taken out
of man.” Genesis 2:23. The “image of God” was reproduced
in His created children. Genesis 1:26.27.
The new family was given a beautiful garden to call their home.
Genesis 2:8.15. Majestic trees of every variety, many laden
with delicious fruit, filled the garden. Sparkling lakes and rivers
dotted the beautiful green landscape, and rich perfume filled
the air from the masses of fragrant flowers.

Their food was the fruit of the trees, as well as other seedbearing plants. Water from the crystal clear river was their
drink. Genesis 1:29. 2:9.10.
Adam and Eve were to tend the garden and extend Eden until
its beauty covered the whole earth. “Be fruitful and multiply
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and replenish (fill) the earth, and subdue it” were God’s
instruc�ons. Genesis 1:28. 2:15.
In the cool of the evening God’s Son entered the garden to
fellowship with His children. It was a blessed time of worship
for the happy pair, and they looked forward to this �me of day.
On Sabbaths they spent the whole day with their Creator.
Crea�on is a gift of love, life, and purpose.

Law
God’s great desire for His children was that they love Him.
Love cannot be compelled; it must be a free choice. To give
this freedom, a restriction was placed upon Adam and Eve.
The Lord said to the man, “Of every tree of the garden thou
mayest freely eat: but of the tree of the knowledge of
good and evil, thou shalt not eat of it: for in the day that
thou eatest thereof thou shalt surely die.” Genesis 2:16.17.
This was the only rule. Hunger was not a tempta�on. Their
appe�tes were completely sa�sfied from the fruit, nuts, seeds
and grains at their table.
There was no temptation. The man and his wife were in
perfect harmony with their Creator. His holy law was written
upon their hearts and they had no desire to disobey. Psalm
37:31. Isaiah 51:7.
A viola�on against God’s restric�on in the garden would not
only break the one rule, but it would become a sin against the
ten eternal principles of heaven.
This law of Ten
Commandments was the rule of their lives, and they
understood its requirements. Their obedience was natural,
empowered by the indwelling Spirit.
As the tree belonged to God, to take its fruit was stealing from
3

its Owner. To covet the fruit would not only break the 10th
commandment, but it would transfer allegiance from the
Creator to another god. The theft would show a lack of respect
for their heavenly Father, and would place the two thieves
under the death penalty.
Thus, to break one small rule was to break all the
commandments, for “… he that said, Do not commit
adultery, said also, Do not kill. Now if thou commit no
adultery, yet if thou kill, thou art become a transgressor of
the law.” James 2:11.
It matters not which command is broken, “for whosoever
shall keep the whole law, and yet offend in one point, he
is guilty of all.” James 2:10.
God’s Law is holy. Romans 7:12. It is a royal law, for it belongs
to the King of the universe. James 1:25. 2:8.
This law – the moral law – is for all �me. It is as immutable as
God’s throne, and eternal. It is the transcript of His character,
for all His commandments are “perfect”, “wise” and “pure.”
They are “true and righteous altogether.” Psalm 19:7-9. 96:6.
No one is exempt from this law. All created beings are subject
to it – the angels of heaven and the inhabitants of other
worlds. Every human being is under this royal law, “that every
mouth may be stopped, and all the world may become
guilty before God.” Romans 3:19.
The Decalogue will maintain its claims upon mankind in all
ages.
The moment Adam and Eve broke the one restric�on in the
garden, they fell “short of the glory of God.” Romans 3:23.
They lost the indwelling righteousness of God’s Spirit, and were
no longer fit temples for holiness. 1 Corinthians 3:16.17.
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With the depar�ng of the Spirit, the holy covering of light
disappeared, and they were ashamed, because “they knew
that they were naked.” Genesis 3:7. 1
Their immediate reaction was to cover themselves with fig
leaves. Instead of joyfully an�cipating the cool of the day, they
awaited the presence of the Son with fear. Genesis 3:9.10.
What would happen to them?
Li�le did they realise God longed to
give them a message of hope.
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A�er his surrender and conversion, Adam faithfully taught his
family to honour the law of God. His Son Seth instructed his
descendants, as did all the patriarchs, Enoch, Methuselah,
Lamech un�l Noah.
Sadly few obeyed.
In fact the earth became so vile, God needed to cleanse it from
corrup�on. The flood in Noah’s day destroyed all who refused
to accept Noah’s invita�on to safety. Genesis 7:21-23.
Although Noah’s sons entered the ark, some of his children
were not surrendered. Soon it was revealed in their sinful
lives.
Their father had preserved a knowledge of God’s law, and
although it was taught to his family, his son Ham in par�cular
sowed seeds of rebellion in his son Cush. As a result, Noah’s
great grandson Nimrod began a religion contrary to the truth
of God. Its teachings affected all na�ons, and these are s�ll in
the world today. 2
The law’s purpose is to convict of sin, for “by the law is the
knowledge of sin.” Romans 3:20. 7:7. It cannot save. It
cannot cleanse. It cannot empower obedience.
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Sin is the “transgression of the law”, and it is the only way sin
can be recognised. 1 John 3:4.
The law of God is a gi� to humanity. It surrounds the obedient
as a wall of protection, revealing sin to those who behold it,
and through the work of the Spirit, creates a desire for
deliverance from its guilt. Without the law, there is only selfsa�sfaction and self-justifica�on.

Salva�on
“And I will put enmity between thee and the woman, and
between thy seed and her seed; it shall bruise thy head,
and thou shalt bruise his heel.” Genesis 3:15.
Although spoken to the devil, this was the first ray of light to
the sinful pair. A promised Seed of the woman would “destroy
the works of the devil.” 1 John 3:8. This holy child would be
God’s own Son, Messiah -- ha Mashiachthe Anointed One.
Adam and Eve did not fully understand the promise of
salva�on, but li�le by li�le they learnt that the Prince of
heaven would die for their sins.
They received another
glimpse of truth when the “fig leaves” were removed and God
clothed them with “coats of skin.” Genesis 3:21.
In the larger picture, these two forms of clothing represent two
covenants or two condi�ons that would operate upon the
earth.
The fig leaves represent the works of the flesh – man
a�empting to cover his sin and guilt with the works of his
hands. This is understood as ‘righteousness by works’, and it is
a covenantof death. Ephesians 2:9. Titus 3:5. 2 Cor. 3:7.
It is the condi�on of man in sin, unconverted, condemned and
subject to the punishment of eternal death. Romans 7:14-24.
Gala�ans 3:10.
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The coats of skin represent the work of God in providing
righteousness as a gift. Romans 5:17.18. The blood of the
innocent Son of God would atone for the sins of humanity. 1
John 1:7. Only those who claim by faith the Messiah’s sacrifice
would be forgiven and covered by the blood. 1 John 1:9. Thus
the second death could legally be avoided. Revela�on 2:11.
3:5.
This is known as ‘righteousness by faith’, a covenant of
forgivenessandlife. Philippians 3:9. Romans 3:21.22. All who
surrender to God receive a robe of righteousness. Isaiah 61:10.
This is jus�fication by faith, and is based solely on Messiah’s
work for us. Nothing we have done is included. We are
“justified by faith without the deeds of the law.” Romans
3:28. 5:1. Gala�ans 2:16. 3:11.24. Ephesians 2:8.9.
Way back in eternity before the crea�on of the universe, God
the Father met in council with His Son. Their concern was for a
special people they planned to create many millennia in the
future. Unlike the angels and other created beings who were
yet to be spoken into existence, this race of people would have
the ability to ‘create’ their own offspring.
The first pair would be created, but their children would be
brought forth by pro-crea�on. Their destiny would be to sit
with the Son in His throne as priests and kings. Revela�on 1:6.
3:21. 5:10.
Under this divine covenant the Son would take upon His
divinity human flesh, and enter the world of fallen beings. He
would perfectly obey the law of His Father, un�l finally,
rejected by the nation chosen as His earthly family, He would
allow Himself to be nailed to a cruel cross. Thus the covenant
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would be fulfilled and the future of the whole human race
certain. 1 Peter 1:18-20.
At the heavenly communing and in loving agreement, the
Father and Son clasped hands and embraced, for the “counsel
of peace (was) between them both.” Zechariah 6:12.13.
This covenant would remain between the Father and His Son
until the crea�on of our world, and the sad day, when
overcome by tempta�on, Adam and Eve would fall into sin.
On that day, our first parents feared meeting the Son in the
garden, and they hid themselves. Genesis 3:8. Li�le did they
realise that the heart of God the Father was so full of love for
them that He had sent His Son with a message of salvation -they were to have a second chance.
Salva�on is the greatest gift God could give us – His only
begotten Son. John 3:16.

Summary
This book is about all three pillars and their importance to
Israel.
Today many Chris�ans have dismissed crea�on and replaced it
with evolu�on. It is impossible to combine the truth of God’s
Word with the secular beliefs of man, and a true study of the
Bible will reveal serious inconsistencies in making evolution
theis�c.
The law of God has been rejected by a large number of
Chris�an churches and called a law of bondage. This is
foolishness. We are seeing the result of living in a world that
has rejected the Ten Commandments in government, schools
and every other sector of life, with increased crime and violence.
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A church without the law will soon become corrupt.
Sin entered our world because of Adam’s disobedience. “By
the offence of one, judgment came upon all men to
condemnation…. For as by one man’s disobedience (the)
many were made sinners, so by the obedience of one
shall (the) many be made righteous.” Romans 5:18.19.
At Sinai God gave His law “that the offence might abound.”
Romans 5:20. Gala�ans 3:19. Its precepts had been forgo�en
through years of bondage, and it was necessary for God to
reveal the condi�on of the people.
Nothing had changed since God told Adam in the garden that
disobedience carried a penalty, for “…the wages of sin is
(always) death.” Romans 6:23.
Those who believe that men in former dispensa�ons were
saved by the law without the gospel, and those of the present
dispensa�on are saved by the gospel while disregarding the
moral law, lack Scriptural understanding. Salvation has always
been through God’s Son, from Adam to the last believer on
earth.
The Bible is God’s story of the perfect world He made in the
beginning, and His plan to restore mankind to that perfec�on
through His Son. It shows the struggle of sinful hearts unwilling
to live according to God’s divine law, and outlines in detail the
rebellion of Israel against God’s Son.
There are only two sides to the story – those who will be
restored to Eden made new, and those who will return to the
dust. There is nothing in between.
There are not two methods of salva�on, but one alone. When
the first sons of Adam brought their offerings to the Lord, Cain
in unbelief brought the first-fruits of the ground. Abel, in faith
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brought the firstlings of his flock. Genesis 4:3.4. Through the
lamb, Abel saw the Lamb of God, the Redeemer of the world,
and set his hope upon Him.
The sacred narra�ve states that while Abel’s act of faith in the
Redeemer to come sealed his righteous character, it cost him
his life.
Cain’s infidelity was the stepping-stone to the murder of his
brother. It sealed his character as a vagabond in the earth.
Genesis 4:3-12.
Abel is placed at the head of the faithful worthies, for “by
faith, Abel offered unto God a more excellent sacrifice
than Cain, by which he obtained witness that he was
righteous….” Hebrews 11:4. For six thousand years, this
preacher of the gospel, though dead, has been speaking of his
faith in Christ.
In the patriarchal and Jewish ages, God’s Son was slain in
figure, or type. In the Christian age he is slain in fact. Each
dispensa�on received further light, but it is all the same plan to
save men.
There is only one path to the kingdom. It is as a shining light
“that shineth more and more unto the perfect day.”
Proverbs 4:18.
All God’s faithful ones will be restored to the same glorious
Edenic home. There will not be divisions, some praising a
covenant of law, others praising a covenant of grace.
No,
there is only one way, and it is God’s Son – “the Way, the
Truth, and the Life.” John 14:6.
One name alone will decide our destiny – Yeshua-Jesus.

10

Chapter 1 --

Abraham

Abram lived among the idols of Babylon when God called him.
“Get out of thy country”, he was told. “… from thy kindred,
and from thy father’s house, to a land that I will shew
thee.” Genesis 12:1. Obedient to the call, Abram departed,
taking his wife Sarai, Lot his nephew, and the men and women
who had followed his example of not worshipping idols.
“I will make of thee a great nation, and I will bless thee,
and make thy name great; and thou shalt be a blessing.
And I will bless them that bless thee, and curse him that
curseth thee: and in thee shall all families of the earth be
blessed.” Genesis 12:2.3.
When Abram arrived in Canaan, the Lord appeared to him and
said, “Unto thy seed will I give this land.” Genesis 12:7.
And again, after Lot had separated from his uncle, God told
Abram to look east, west, north and south as far as his eye
could see, “All the land which thou seest, to thee will I give
it, and to thy seed forever. And I will make thy seed as
the dust of the earth: so that if a man can number the dust
of the earth, then shall thy seed be numbered. Arise, walk
through the land in the length of it and in the breadth of it;
for I will give it unto thee.” Genesis 13:14-17.
Some years later, Abraham began to wonder how the Lord’s
words would be fulfilled. “Lord God”, he said. “What wilt
thou give me, seeing I am childless…?” Genesis 15:2. He
then made a sugges�on. “Behold, thou hast given me no
seed : and lo, one born in my house is mine heir.” Genesis
15:3.
Abram’s servant Eliezer was like a son to the patriarch, but no,
the promised seed would not be his servant. “This shall not
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be thine heir; but he that shall come forth out of thine own
bowels shall be thine heir.” Genesis 15:4.
The Lord took Abram out of his tent and said, “Look now
toward heaven, and tell the stars, if thou be able to
number them…. So shall thy seed be.” Genesis 15:5.
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God made a covenant with Abram that included both the
promised seed and the promised land. It was not a new
covenant, but the covenant God had made with His Son.
Abram was joined to it by faith.
The patriarch was to believe, and he would receive. “Abram
believed…… and it was counted to him for
righteousness.” Genesis 15:6. Romans 4:3-5. Genesis 26:5.
Righteousness is a gift, however, God chose Abram “because
that Abraham obeyed my voice, and kept my charge, my
commandments, my statutes, and my laws.” Genesis 26:5.
When God made His covenant with Abram, He was giving the
patriarch an important part in the fulfilment of the covenant
He had made with His Son. By faith Abram was to have a son
who would be the lineage of God’s Son. It was a vitally
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important role and one in which there could be no earthly
devising.
God would also give Abram land that would encompass the
whole earth in an everlas�ng dominion. This was the original
promise to the human race. It is part of the Father’s gift to His
Son, which He will share with Abraham‘s children of faith.
Hebrews 11: 9.10.13-16. Daniel 7: 13.14.
“I am the Lord God that brought thee out of Ur of the
Chaldees to give thee this land to inherit it.” Genesis 15:7.
Abram asked, “Whereby shall I know that I shall inherit it?”
Genesis 15:8.
God told him his seed would be strangers in a land not theirs,
and a�er being greatly afflicted, would come out with great
substance. Genesis 15:14. Acts 7:36.
When? “In four hundred years!” Genesis 15:13. Acts 7:6.
It was a very long �me, and neither Abram nor his son would
possess the land. They must claim it by faith.
When he was eighty six, Abram bore a son by Hagar, Sarai’s
Egyp�an handmaid.
Abram believed God, but with Sarai
barren, he felt he must do something to fulfil God’s promise.
He named his son Ishmael, meaning ‘God is hearing’. Genesis
16:15.16.
Again God renewed His covenant with Abram. ‘I will make my
covenant between me and thee, and will multiply thee
exceedingly.” Genesis 17:2.
Abram fell down before the Lord as He con�nued.
“Neither shall thy name any more be Abram. But thy
name shall be Abraham; for a father of many nations have
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I made thee. And I will make thee exceeding fruitful, and I
will make nations of thee, and kings shall come out of
thee.” Genesis 17:5.6.
Abraham was surprised when God began to speak of Sarai as
the mother of the promised seed. “Thou shalt not call her
name Sarai, but Sarah shall her name be. And I will bless
her, and give thee a son also of her: yea, I will bless her,
and she shall be a mother of nations; kings of people shall
be of her.” Genesis 17:15.16.
Abraham was now 100 years and Sarah at 90 was past childbearing. Abraham laughed and said, “O that Ishmael might
live before thee.” Genesis 17:18.
But the promised son was not to be brought forth by the will of
the flesh, but through faith in God’s promise. “Sarah thy wife
shall bear thee a son indeed; and thou shall call his name
Isaac: and I will establish my covenant with him for an
everlasting covenant, and with his seed after him.”
Genesis 17:19. Romans 4:13.
This was beyond the comprehension of Abraham and Sarah.
How could it be? Yet they believed. Romans 4:19.20.21. The
following year, Sarah gave birth to Isaac, meaning ‘laughter’.
Genesis 21:1-3.
This child would fulfil God’s promise and be the means by
which Abraham’s family would grow and become a great
na�on, likened by the prophet to the “sand of the sea.”
Genesis 32:12. Isa 10:22. Psalm 107:38.
This language does not fully reveal the promise of God. Three
illustra�ons were given – the stars of the heavens, the dust of
the ground, and the sand of the sea.
All three are beyond numbering, and strictly speaking, do not
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picture literal Israel, whose population today is 14,500,000. It
has fluctuated over the years, but s�ll hardly numbers the
stars, the sand, or the dust.
However, the term “sand of the sea” is used in the Bible as a
very large number, such as the camels of the Midianites and
Amalekites (Judges 7:12); the corn gathered by Joseph, which
was said to be “without number” (Genesis 41:49), fowls rained
upon Israel (Psalm 78:27), and other comparisons.
Thus, according to the use of the words in the Bible, it does
picture literal Israel, however, its ul�mate fulfillment is through
the son of faith, 2000 years into the future. Romans 4:14.
“Now to Abraham were the promises made. He said not,
And to seeds, as of many; but as of one, And to thy Seed,
which is Christ.” Gala�ans 3:16.
Abraham’s children of faith would accept this Seed as the
Messiah, and theywould be the true fulfilment of the promise
given to the patriarch as he had looked at the twinkling sky
that night. “…tell the stars if thou canst number them, so
shall thy seed be.” Genesis 15:5. Hosea 1:10. Hebrews 11:12.
These are truly beyond number.
As Abraham’s true seed was by faith, so too the promised land.
“By faith Abraham… sojourned in the land of promise, as
in a strange country… for he looked for a city which hath
foundations, whose builder and maker is God…. These
all died in faith, not having received the promises…. and
confessed that they were strangers and pilgrims on the
earth…. They desire a better country, that is, an
heavenly...” Hebrews 11:9.10.13.16.
Abraham became the father of faith. “And the Scripture,
foreseeing that God would justify the heathen by faith,
preached before the gospel unto Abraham, saying, In thee
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shall all nations be blessed. So then they which be of
faith are blessed with faithful Abraham.” Gala�ans 3:8.9.
Romans 4:13.16. John 4:24.
When Isaac had turned twenty, God commanded Abraham
offer his son as a sacrifice. “Take now thy son, thine only
son Isaac, whom thou lovest, and get thee into the land of
Moriah, and offer him there as a burnt offering upon one
of the mountains which I will tell thee.” Genesis 22:2.
In obedience, the father traveled with his son and two
servants to Moriah. Isaac carried the wood; his father took a
knife and the fire. Genesis 22:3-6.
As father and son walked up the mountain trail, Isaac asked a
ques�on he had been pondering, “My Father, behold the fire
and the wood, but where is the lamb for a burnt offering?”
Genesis 22:7.
Abraham could not tell his son – not yet, but replied, “My son,
God will provide himself a lamb for a burnt offering.”
Genesis 22:8.
It was not God’s intention for Abraham to slay his son, but to
teach him of the promised Seed.
Isaac willingly submi�ed to his father. He lay upon the altar
and Abraham “stretched forth his hand, and took the knife
to slay his son.
And the angel of the Lord called out to him from heaven,
‘Abraham, Abraham’. And he said, ‘Here am I.’ ‘Lay not
thine hand upon the lad….. now I know that thou fearest
God, seeing thou hast not withheld thy son, thine only
son, from me’.” Genesis 22:10-12. Hebrews 11:17-19.
God repeated His promise to the patriarch. “In blessing thee,
and in multiplying thy seed as the stars of the heaven,
and as the sand which is upon the sea shore, and thy
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seed shall possess the gate of his enemies; and in thy
seed shall all the nations of the earth be blessed;
because thou I hast obeyed my voice.” Genesis 22:17.18.
When the ram caught in the thicket was placed upon the altar,
Abraham realised that the divine Seed would willingly
submit to His Father, but unlike Isaac, there could be no
release. God’s voice must remain silent while HisSon suffered
the penalty of death. Genesis 22:13.
The three-day trial of Abraham
and his son was a miniature
enactment of God’s provision
for salva�on through HisSon.
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Jesus said, “Abraham rejoiced
to see my day, and he saw
it, and was glad.” John 8:56.

Abraham now understood that salva�on must come through
his beloved son Isaac and not Ishmael, for the works of man
could have no part in it. The covenant was a covenantof grace
and not of works.
The robe of righteousness provided for the sinner is woven in
the loom of heaven without one thread of human devising, and
although Abraham loved Ishmael, he could never portray the
divine Son of the living God. God’s Son would be a Son of
faith, and like Sarah, Mary had to believe and trust God.
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Chapter 2 -- Moses
Over the next four centuries, the Hebrew people grew rapidly,
but during the last century of the prophesied four hundred
years, they became slaves to Pharaoh of Egypt. Psalm 105:
23.24. In fulfilment of the promise given to Abraham, God
brought His people out of bondage and made them a free
nation, the na�on of Israel. 3
‘Moses’ said God, ‘Tell Pharaoh, “… Israel is my son, even
my firstborn. And I say unto thee, Let my son go, that he
may serve me, and if thou refuse to let him go, behold, I
will slay thy son, even thy firstborn.” Exodus 4:22.23.
Following nine devasta�ng plagues, during which pharaoh
stubbornly refused to heed the voice of Moses, God carried out
His warning.
“And it came to pass at midnight the Lord smote the
firstborn in the land of Egypt…. And pharaoh rose up in
the night…for there was not a house where there was not
one dead. And he called for Moses and Aaron by night
and said, Rise up, and get you forth from among my
people… and go…” Exodus 12:29-32.
And so, Israel was called out of Egypt, and nearly three million
people began their exodus from slavery to the promised land.
They walked from Rameses (Goshen) to Succoth during the
day�me of the 14th Abib, and camped overnight. Early the next
morning, the 15th Abib, Israel le� Egypt for the promised land.
A�er having suffered the ten plagues, especially the loss of
their firstborn, Egypt was anxious to have Israel depart, and
willingly gave of their wealth. Thus was fulfilled God’s promise
to Abraham that his people would go out “with great
substance.” Exodus 12:33.36. Psalm 105:37.38.
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It was a miraculous deliverance.
The Angel of the Lord led Israel across the great expanse of
desert to where they expected to turn north towards Canaan.
Instead, Moses was told to go south.

www.arkdiscovery.com Google Earth – Route marked by hand

A dry river bed lay before them which led to a beach, later
named Nuweiba (Arabic:  )عبيونNuwayba'al Muzayyinah,
meaning ‘open water Moses.’
It was when they turned into the river wadi that Egyp�an
scouts reported back to pharaoh, “They are entangled in the
land, the wilderness had shut them in.” Exodus 14:3.
Pharaoh knew the Wadi Wa�r led to the beach and this meant
Israel was trapped.
There was no way out. On either side were mountains, and at
Nuweiba, those mountains met the sea. The Eastern arm of
the Red Sea was deep and it extended 18 kilometres (11 miles)
across to Arabia. Pharaoh’s slaves were posi�oned where they
could be driven right back into Egypt.
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It was the third day when Israel arrived at the wide flat beach
of Nuweiba. As a free na�on, the people were happy. They set
up their tents and relaxed, li�le suspecting their enemies
would pursue them.
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Back in Egypt, pharaoh began to marshal his soldiers for
pursuit. Assured of success, the Egyp�an army set out across
the desert.
Many wadis criss-cross the wilderness and it is possible bands
of soldiers were sent down a number of them. As many led to
Nuweiba beach, Israel would be met by Egyp�an soldiery
should they try to escape in any direction.
Three days later, Israeli scouts spotted the Egyp�an army
extending for miles along the wadi. The people panicked and
cried out to Moses, “It had been better for us to serve the
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Egyptians, than that we should die in the wilderness.”
Exodus 14:10-12.
Moses stood at the water’s edge and cried aloud, “Fear ye
not, stand still, and see the salvation of the Lord, which he
will shew you today: for the Egyptians whom ye have
seen today, ye shall see them again no more forever. The
Lord shall fight for you, and ye shall hold your peace.”
Exodus 14:13.14.
Moses stretched his hand out towards the Red Sea and the
water began to separate. A mighty wind sprang up drying the
pathway made between two great walls of water. When the
wind dropped, the way of escape could be seen from Nuweiba
to Arabia, right through the middle of the sea. Exodus 14:21.
Psalm 66:6. 4
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It was nigh�all, the eve of the last day of unleavened bread,
Abib 21. 5
“He rebuked the Red sea also, and it was dried up: so he
led them through the depths, as through the wilderness.
And he saved them from the hand of him that hated them,
and redeemed them from the hand of the enemy. And the
waters covered their enemies: there was not one of them
left.” Psalm 106:9-11.
<><><><><><><><><><><>
Ron Wyatt was an anesthe�st from Tennessee. He loved God
and wanted to know the true site of the Exodus. From his study
of the Bible he felt the tradi�onal site for Mount Sinai was
not correct. It was chosen by Constantine’s mother Helena in
the 4th century as a mountain to be revered. But the journey to
that mountain did not involve a crossing through water. The
area became known as the Sinai Peninsula, although the Bible
calls it the Wilderness of the Red Sea.
Some Chris�ans have said Israel went through the Bi�er Lakes,
but how could a whole army be drowned in such shallow
water?
No. The Bible said the water was deep. “He led them
through the depths.” Psalm 106:9. The only deep water
they could have crossed through was the Red Sea.
In the 1980s Ron realised the Israelites had crossed the vast
expanse of desert to the top of the eastern arm of the Red
Sea, and turned south. At this point, the Wadi Wa�r begins,
ending at Nuweiba beach. If they crossed from here they
would enter Saudi Arabia, and according to Paul, “… mount
Sinai (is) in Arabia…” Galatians 4:25.
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Ron took a team of divers to Nuweiba and together they dived
into the water. It was not long before they found a wheel, a
gold wheel belonging to one of pharaoh’s priests. The wooden
part of the wheel would first have been covered with coral;
the wood would have broken down, leaving the coral shape.
As coral does not grow on gold, it was s�ll visible.
This was an amazing find. It was photographed and le� in its
place for two reasons. 1. It would be very fragile and break if
moved. 2. Nothing is permitted to be taken, and with gun
boats patrolling the area, no one wanted to challenge them.
The gold wheel was never seen again, though Ron had mapped
the area as best he could. Perhaps finding it was the blessing
of God and there was no need to see it again.
Many wheels, chariot parts and axles have been seen by Ron
and other divers. 6 Jonathan Gray found a horse’s hoof. A
robo�c camera was used by Lennart Moller, which gives a very
clear picture of the ocean floor on his DVD ‘The Exodus Case’.
h�p://www.chafer.edu/files/review_of_the_exodus_case.pdf?r=70872431
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Axles and wheels are everywhere on the flat sand. ‘It lookslike
a junk yard’, said one diver.
In 2016, Saudi officials have said they can see chariot wheels in
the water from the air when flying over.
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The photograph above is not a flower, but the spokes of a
wheel covered with coral. The wooden spokes would have
disintegrated, but the coral maintained the shape.
These discoveries have been preserved for thousands of years
until today, just before the second coming of Christ. God has
done everything possible to help every man, woman and child
believe His Word. What more can He do?
<><><><><><><><><><>
God had gained the victory the night Israel crossed the Red
Sea. It was a miraculous work of deliverance.
Actually there were two victories.
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The first was when the angel of death passed over the homes
with blood on their doorposts. This symbolised salva�on
wrought by the true Lamb of God when He shed His blood on
Calvary.
The second victory was the par�ng of the Red Sea and Israel’s
safe passage across. It symbolised Christ’s return as the King
of kings when the skies will separate, making a pathway to
heaven. Revela�on 6:14.
Imagine the rejoicing on that day!
God’s people will walk that heavenly path with shouts of
victory, and standing on the sea of glass will sing the song of
Moses and the Lamb, “Great and marvelous are thy works,
Lord God Almighty; just and true are thy ways, thou King
of saints.” Revelation 15:1-3.
When Israel reached the other side of the Red Sea, there was
great rejoicing. As the sun spread its rays across the water,
they “saw the Egyptians dead on the sea shore.” Exodus
14:30. Psalm 77:16-19.
It was then “believed they his words” and “sang his praise.”
Psalm 106:12. They had seen the mighty power of God, and
were ready to trust Him.
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Chapter 3--

Covenant

Not all who rejoiced on the other side of deliverance were
genuine in their trust of God. Egypt was s�ll in their hearts.
“They soon forgat his works… They forgat God their
savior, which had done great things in Egypt.” Psalm
106:13.21.
When Israel arrived at Horeb, there was no water. The people
began to complain to Moses, “Give us water that we may
drink.” Moses replied, “Why chide ye with me? Wherefore
do ye tempt the Lord?” Exodus 17:2.3.
But they continued with their complaints. “Wherefore is this
that thou hast brought us up out of Egypt to kill us and our
children and our cattle with thirst?” Exodus 17:3.
Moses did not know what to do.
The Lord told him, “Go on before the people, and take with
thee of the elders of Israel; and thy rod, wherewith thou
smotest the river, take in thine hand, and go. Behold, I
will stand before thee there upon the rock in Horeb; and
thou shalt smite the rock, and there shall come water out
of it, that the people may drink.” Exodus 17:5.6.

The rock at Horeb – www.arkdiscovery.com
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Moses obeyed the Lord and struck the rock once.
Out came rivers of water. He “turned the rock into a
standing water, the flint into a fountain of waters.” Psalm
114:8. “He opened the rock, and the waters gushed out;
they ran in the dry places like a river.” Psalm 105:41.
Obedience had provided a picture in miniature of the Messiah,
the Rock of Israel, being smi�en before the people, “by the
which will we are sanctified through the offering of the
body of Jesus Christ once for all.” Hebrews 10:10.14.
In symbolism, Jesus said, “If any man thirst, let him come
unto me, and drink. He that believeth on me… out of his
belly shall flow rivers of living water.” John 7:37.38.
The very large rock and rocky outcrop upon which it stands is
many stories high. On both sides of the split are grooves
formed by a huge amount of flowing water to sa�sfy the thirst
of three million people and their animals, plus water to cook
and bathe. No one had any reason to doubt the Lord.
This rock s�ll stands as a
tes�mony to the world of
God’s mighty power.
When Israel arrived at
Sinai, Moses was called to
ascend Mount Sinai where
he received a message for
the people.
When he
came down, he called the
elders and told them the
words of the Lord.
www.arkdiscovery.com
My friend Aaron
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“Ye have seen… how I bare you on eagles’ wings, and
brought you unto myself. Now therefore if ye will obey my
voice indeed, and keep my covenant, then ye shall be a
peculiar treasure unto me above all people… and ye shall
be unto me a kingdom of priests, and an holy nation.”
Exodus 19:4-6.
God wanted to join all the people to His covenant, the same
covenant given to Abraham and renewed with all the
patriarchs from Adam to Moses, but they needed faith.
The elders replied, “All that the Lord hath spoken we will
do.” Exodus 19:8. Caleb and Joshua were among this group.
They could honestly say these words, as their faith had united
them to God’s covenant, giving them power to obey.
Moses told the people to get ready, as God would come down
on the mountain to speak the words of His law.
“And the Lord came down upon mount Sinai, on the top of
the mount” and Mount Sinai smoked like a furnace. “And
mount Sinai was altogether on a smoke, because the
Lord descended upon it in fire…. and the whole mount
quaked greatly….” Exodus 19:18.20.
From the mountain, God spoke the words of the Ten
Commandments. Exodus 20:1-17. Deuteronomy 5:6-21.
Thou shalt havenoother godsbeforeme….
Thou shalt notmakeunto theeany graven images…
Thou shalt not take the name of the Lord thy God in
vain…
Rememberthe Sabbath day to keepit holy… Six days
thou shalt labour and do all thy work, but the seventh
day is theSabbath of the Lord thy God….
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Honour thy father and thy mother…
Thou shalt notkill.
Thou shalt notcommitadultery.
Thou shalt notsteal.
Thou shalt not bear false witness against thy
neighbour…
Thou shalt notcovet…anything of thy neighbours…

The law had been spoken with majesty and power, amidst the
flash of lightning and the rumble of thunder, that the people
might not forget the law, and have a high regard for its divine
Author.
God came to His people in love, but they were afraid.
‘Moses’, cried the assembly, “Speak thou to us, and we will
hear: but let not God speak with us, lest we die.” Exodus
20:18.19.
“Fear not”, he told them. “God is come… that his fear may
be before your faces, that ye sin not.” Exodus 20:20.
Moses then went back to the mountain where God gave him a
list of judgments. These were the Ten Commandments
amplified, explaining specific instances, such as: how to deal
with man-slaughter as opposed to murder; what to do when
finding a neighbour’s lost property; responsibility when an
animal kills or maims a person; sowing seed for six years and
allowing the land to rest on the seventh. Many others were
given. Exodus, Chapter 21, 22, 23:1-13.
Moses wrote them all in a book. Exodus 24:4.6.
He sacrificed an animal and sprinkled half the blood on the
altar. Then he read the book of the covenant to Israel.
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They all cried out, “All that the Lord hath said will we do,
and be obedient.” Exodus 24:7.
The other half of the blood was sprinkled on the people. Thus
the covenant was ratified. Exodus 24:8.
The Lord was pleased with the people’s answer, but added, “O
that there were such an heart in them, that they would
fear me, and keep all my commandments always, that it
might be well with them and their children forever!”
Deuteronomy 5:28.29. 4:23.24.
They meant to keep their promise, but did not understand
their inability to keep God’s laws. Sinful man is not able to
keep them in his own strength.
Their experience was the same as that of Adam and Eve when
they covered themselves with fig leaves, or when Cain offered
the fruit of his own hands. Israel was no different from every
man who comes into the world – all are self-motivated.
At Sinai the people readily entered into covenant with God, as
they were confident of their own abili�es. They did not
understand the sinfulness of their own hearts, and instead of
entering into God’s divine covenant, which could only be
entered by faith, they agreed to obey God’s laws without His
help. It was like erecting a building on sand that would one
day be swept away.
However, God accepted Israel’s faithless promise. He had
delivered them from Egypt to establish a people through whom
His Son could join the human family, and these were
Abraham’s descendants who would become His forebears.
God was willing to enter into a covenant with sinful people
who He knew would not fulfil their promises. It was like the
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marriage of a bride who did not love the groom, although he
loved her dearly.
Isaiah said to Judah, “Thy Maker is thine husband; the Lord
of hosts is his name…” Isaiah 54:5. It is the story of Hosea
taking a prostitute to be his wife. He was faithful to her, but
she con�nued to play the harlot. Hosea 1:2.3. 2:5. 3:1. God
would be faithful to His bride, but like Gomer, Israel would be
unfaithful. Hosea 11:1.2.4.
God again called Moses to the mountain. He was to receive a
copy of the Ten Commandments, handwri�en by the finger of
God on tables of stone. Exodus 24:12.13.18. Exodus 31:18.
32:16.
While fellowshipping with God, Moses received statutes and
laws that covered every aspect of life for Israel.
This is
st
testified to by a Jewish man in the 21 century.
He said, “Judaism is not just a set of beliefs about G-d,
man and the universe. Judaism is a comprehensive way
of life, filled with rules and practices that affect every
aspect of life: what you do when you wake up in the
morning, what you can and cannot eat, what you can and
cannot wear, how to groom yourself, how to conduct
business, who you can marry, how to observe the
holidays and Shabbat, and perhaps most important, how
to treat G-d, other people and animals.” This set of rules
and prac�ces is known as halakhah,translated Jewish Law, or
more literally, ‘the path that one walks.’ (G-d means God)
Moses also received details of cleansings and washings for sin,
for sickness and uncleanness. He was given instruc�ons
relating to widows, orphans, the blind, the crippled, the
deformed.
There were statutes against idolatry, wizards,
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familiar spirits, necromancy and other abomina�ons.
much more.

And

God also gave details about rites and ceremonies. Feast days
were holy convoca�ons and solemn assemblies to teach Israel
the plan of salvation during seven months of the year. They
would begin in the first month of Abib and end in the seventh
month of Tishri. Every Spring these feasts would begin again,
so that Israel was instructed over and over, year by year.
(Tishri, Tishrei, a Babylonian name for the month)

God desired to be with His people and He told Moses, “Let
them make me a sanctuary, that I may dwell among
them.” Exodus 25:8. Ezekiel 37:27.28. Revela�on 21:3.
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Moses was instructed to “make all things according to
the pattern shewed to thee in the mount”, as every detail
was a representa�on in miniature of the heavenly sanctuary
and its ministra�on. Exodus 25:9.40. Acts 7:44. Hebrews 8:5.
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In spite of Israel’s faithlessness, God was willing to provide
them with symbols and ceremonies that would teach the
people about Hiscovenant.
He was even willing to dwell with them. His glorious presence
would reside in the shekhinahof light in the most holy place of
the sanctuary. What a wonderful God!
Moses received instructions regarding sacrifices the priests
would make in God’s temple – sin offerings, trespass offerings,
burnt offerings, and peace offerings. Every morning and
evening a sacrifice was to be offered, called a tamid; a
continualburning that must never cease.
Every ceremony, feast and sacrifice was a demonstra�on of
God’s covenant -- the gospel -- in type. It was the plan of
salva�on in miniature enacted every day of the year.
God would do everything possible to see that His people had
enough informa�on to show that His covenantwould provide
salva�on. The sacrifices, the feasts, the cleansings, the
offerings – all pointed to His Son and spoke of the divine
covenant. Even the temple was a picture of the Messiah.
Israel was brought into a close rela�onship with God that He
might incorporate them as His denominated people and a
nation under God.
God warned. “Behold, I send an Angel before thee….
Beware of him, and obey his voice, provoke him not; for
he will not pardon thy transgressions: for my name is in
him.” Exodus 23:20-23.
The Angel of the Lord was none other than the promised Seed
who one day would take on the flesh of humanity. 1
Corinthians 10: 1-4.
It was He who gave the laws on behalf of His Father.
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Chapter 4 --

Rebellion

Meanwhile, below the mountain the people were becoming
restless. They wondered if Moses would ever come down. In
rebellion, they broke off their earnings and said to Aaron. “Up,
make us gods, which shall go before us…” Exodus 32:1.
Acts 7:40.41.
In shocking disobedience, their deputy leader fashioned the
jewelry into a golden calf. Multitudes rose early in the morning
to offer burnt offerings, “and sat down to eat and to drink,
and rose up to play.” Exodus 32:6.25. In u�er abandonment,
Israel sang and danced around the idol. Psalm 106:19-21.
Joshua, who was wai�ng for Moses in the mount, thought he
heard the sound of war, but Moses discerned apostasy. When
he appeared before them, the people froze in fear. They knew
they had sinned. What would Moses do to them?
In anger Moses cast the tables of the law to the foot of the
mount. Exodus 32:15-19.
The people screamed and sca�ered.
A�er mel�ng the brazen calf into fine powder, Moses gave
them liquid gold to drink. He then called for a pledge of loyalty
to God, commanding the sons of Levi, put to death all who
refused. Exodus 32:20-28.
The following morning, Moses stood before Israel and said,
“Ye have sinned a great sin. I will go up unto the Lord,
peradventure I shall make an atonement for you.” Exodus
32:30.
Moses pled forgiveness for the people, but said his own name
should be blotted out of the Book of Life if there could be no
forgiveness.
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The answer came, “Whosoever hath sinned against me,
him will I blot out of my book. Therefore go, lead this
people… and behold, mine Angel shall go before thee...”
Exodus 32:30- 35.
<><><><><><><><><><><>
Ron knew Mount Sinai was in Arabia, and on looking at the
map he found a mountain called Jebel El Lawz. This fitted
perfectly with the Biblical account, but how to get there?
Saudi Arabia has very stringent restric�ons for anyone entering
the country and Ron did not qualify. He decided to walk with
his two sons across the border to the mountain. It was a long
trek, but with taxis and hitchhiking, they made it.
When there they saw the blackened peak, the remains of
twelve pillars erected by Moses, an outline where the tent
sanctuary stood, corrals for animals. Suddenly the Saudi police
appeared and arrested them as spies. They were imprisoned
with the possibility of being put to death. Thankfully their lives
were spared and a�er a month, were released, minus the films
in their cameras.
Others have legally entered the country and spent many days
photographing everything they could find.
One family found hundreds of little footprints carved into the
rocks, not all in one place, but throughout the whole area. This
could have been done to claim the promise, “Every place
where the soles of your feet shall tread shall be yours:
from the wilderness and Lebanon, from the river, the river
Euphrates, even unto the uttermost sea shall your coast
be.” Deuteronomy 11:24. Joshua 1:3.
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<><><><><><><><><><><>
Israel spent twelve months at Sinai while the sanctuary with its
furniture was being built and set up for the Levites to minister
for the people, then they traveled to the border of the
promised land.
The Lord told Moses to send a leader from each tribe into
Canaan to search the land and bring back a report. The spies
reported that the promised land “surely flows with milk and
honey…. Nevertheless the people be strong… the cities
are walled and very great…and we saw the children of
Anak there.” Numbers 13:27.28.
An�cipa�on turned to consterna�on, and loud cries burst
forth. Caleb silenced the people and said, “Let us go up at
once, and possess it, for we are well able to overcome it.”
Numbers 13:30. Joshua stood by his friend. “God is with us.”
“We be not able to go up against the people”, said the ten
spies, “for they are stronger than we…. And we saw the
giants, the sons of Anak, which come of the giants: and
we were in our own sight as grasshoppers… in their
sight.” Numbers 13:32.33.
By this �me, the people had caught the spirit of the ten, and in
fear and rebellion, said to each other, “Let us make a
captain, and return to Egypt.” Numbers 14:4.
Moses and a repentant Aaron fell on their faces before the
assembly. Numbers 14:5. Joshua and Caleb rent their clothes
and tried to persuade the people to move forward. “If the
Lord delight in us, he will bring us into this land and give it
to us.” Numbers 14:6-9.
But the people were beyond reason. “Would God that we
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had died in the land of Egypt…or in this wilderness.”
Numbers 14:2. Acts 7:39. In disappointed anger, many picked
up stones ready to cast at Caleb and Joshua. Numbers 14:10.
Suddenly the glory of God appeared in the tabernacle.
Wicked hands grew slack and the stones fell to the ground.
Everyone was quiet. Number 14:10.
The Lord said to Moses, “How long will this people provoke
me?... I will smite them with the pestilence, and disinherit
them, and will make of thee a greater nation and mightier
than they.” Numbers 14:11.12.
Moses was quick to reply. ‘No Lord.’
“Then the Egyptians shall hear it, for thou broughtest up
this people in thy might from among them, and they will
tell it to the inhabitants of this land, for they have heard
that thou Lord art among the people….
If thou shalt kill all this people as one man, then the
nations which have heard the fame of thee, will speak
saying, Because the Lord was not able to bring this people
into the land…therefore he hath slain them in the
wilderness…..
Pardon, I beseech thee, the iniquity of this people
according to the greatness of thy mercy….” Numbers
14:13-19. Psalm 106:19.21.23.
And the Lord said, “I have pardoned according to thy word,
but as truly as I live, all the earth shall be filled with the
glory of the Lord….. These men who have tempted me
these ten times, and have not hearkened to my voice,
surely they shall not see the land which I sware unto their
fathers….” Numbers 14:20-24.
The Lord gave Moses a message for the people. “I have heard
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the murmurings of the children of Israel…. As truly as I
live… as ye have spoken in mine ears, so will I do to you.
Your carcasses shall fall in this wilderness; and all that
were numbered of you, according to your whole number,
from twenty years old and upward, which have murmured
against me… your carcases shall fall in this wilderness…. and there they will die…
But Joshua and Caleb shall live…” Numbers 14:25-38.
Moses told these things to the children of Israel, and the
people “mourned greatly.” Numbers 14:39.

[CC BY 2.5 (h�p://crea�vecommons.org/licenses/by/2.5)], via Wikimedia Commons

A�er forty long years of wandering in the wilderness, the
adults who left Egypt were all dead, and the children, now adults
themselves, were on their way to the promised land.
When they reached Kadesh in the wilderness of Zin, there was
no water to drink.
“Why have ye brought up the
congregation of the Lord into this wilderness, that we and
our cattle should die there?
And wherefore have ye
made us to come up out of Egypt, to bring us into this evil
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place? It is no place of seed, or of figs, or of vines, or of
pomegranates, neither is there any water to drink.”
Numbers 20:4.5.
The children were no different from their parents. Moses and
Aaron were upset. They went to the door of the tabernacle
and fell on their faces.
The glory of the Lord appeared. “Take thy rod, and gather
thou the assembly together, thou, and Aaron thy brother,
and speak ye unto the rock before their eyes; and it shall
give forth his water, and thou shalt bring forth to them
water out of the rock: so thou shalt give the congregation
and their beasts drink.” Numbers 20:8.
Moses and Aaron gathered the people together before the
large rock chosen by God.
Moses cried out in
frustration, “Hear now
ye rebels, must we
bring water from the
rock?

7

And Moses lifted up
his hand, and with his
rod he smote the rock
twice…”
Numbers
20:10.11.
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Knowing the significance of the Rock, can you feel the pain of it
being struck twice -- in anger? It was not just a rock, it
represented God’s beloved Son.
The angry words of Moses were a lie against the Angel of the
Lord who had just given the instruc�ons to Moses. Divinity
alone could bring water from the rock.
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Having displayed Messiah’s death at Horeb, Moses should
have spoken to the rock at Kadesh. In doing so he would have
portrayed the intercession of a risen Lord for the people of
faith.
Despite the disobedience of Moses, water flowed abundantly
to quench the thirst of the people and their animals. Numbers
20:11.
However, God told Moses and Aaron they could not enter the
promised land. It was a devasta�ng blow to both men,
especially Moses, and he pled with God to change His mind.
But no, Moses was told not to men�on the subject again. In
obedience, the aged patriarch surrendered his will and
accepted God’s decision.
Moses was very concerned for his people, and before his
death he wrote out a message for them. It is very long and
today known as the book of Deuteronomy. It was his final
message for his people.
“Thou shalt therefore keep the commandments, and the
statutes, and the judgments, which I command thee this
day, to do them… Thou shalt be blessed above all
people…” Deuteronomy 7:11.
‘Listen’ says Moses, “Hear, O Israel and observe to do it,
that it may be well with thee, and that ye may increase
mightily, as the Lord God of thy fathers hath promised
thee, in the land that floweth with milk and honey.”
Hear O Israel: The Lord our God is one Lord.”
Deuteronomy 6:3.4.
“And thou shalt love the Lord thy God with all thine heart,
and with all thy soul, and with all thy might…. Ye shall not
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go after other gods, of the gods of the people which are
round about you.” Deuteronomy 6:5.14.
God longed to give Israel His blessing.
“And it shall come to pass, if thou shalt hearken diligently
unto the voice of the Lord thy God, to observe and to do
all his commandments which I command thee this day,
that the Lord thy God will set thee on high above all
nations of the earth.” Deut 28:1.
The aged patriarch then listed the promised blessings in every
area of life – families, children, ca�le, crops, rain in due season,
protec�on against their enemies. Israel would be “the head
and not the tail”, the capital city of the world ….. if thou
“hearken unto the commandments of the Lord thy God,
which I command thee this day, to observe and to do
them.” Deuteronomy 28:13.
But the reverse was also true. “If thou wilt not hearken unto
the voice of the Lord God to do and observe to do all His
commandments and his statutes which I command thee
this day, all these curses shall come upon thee, and
overtake thee.” Deuteronomy 28: 15.
Instead of being blessed in all areas of life, Israel would be
cursed. This was not a curse as in witchcra�, but it meant God
could not shield them from the trials and suffering of everyday
life. He would allow natural events to take place and they
would suffer for their sins. The list of curses is long, detailed,
and in many places frightening, especially the warnings rela�ng
to Israel’s enemies.
“The Lord shall cause thee to be smitten before thine
enemies: thou shalt go out one way against them, and
flee seven ways before them: and shalt be removed into
all kingdoms of the earth….” Deuteronomy 28: 25.
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“Thou shalt serve thine enemies… and he shall put a
yoke of iron upon thy neck, until he have destroyed thee.
The Lord shall bring a nation against thee from far, from
the end of the earth, as swift as the eagle flieth; a nation
whose tongue thou shalt not understand; a nation of fierce
countenance, which shall not regard the person of the
old, nor shew favour to the young: and he shall eat the
fruit of thy cattle, and the fruit of thy land, until thou be
destroyed….
“…and the Lord shall scatter thee among all people, from
the one end of the earth even unto the other; and there
thou shalt serve other gods….”
Deuteronomy 28:
48.49.50.51.64.
Israel, is it worth disobeying the Lord your God?
Moses walked slowly up Mount Nebo, and to the top of Pisgah
where the Lord showed him the promised land from Dan in the
north to Zoar in the south. It was a land of beauty and
prosperity, a land flowing with milk and honey.
But Moses saw more than the earthly land of Canaan – he saw
the earth renewed in Edenic beauty.
A�er looking longingly upon it, Moses lay down on the ground
and slept the sleep of death. Angels buried God’s faithful
servant and “no man knoweth of his sepulchre unto this
day.” Deuteronomy 34:6.
A short while a�er his death, Moses was resurrected and
taken to heaven. The devil disputed the right of Moses to be
given life, but as with all humanity, it was on the basis of the
sacrificial death of Christ alone. Jude 9.
In the case of Moses, Enoch and Elijah, they were taken to
heaven before the Messiah had paid their penalty for sin. It is
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for this apparentinconsistency that the accuser of the brethren
felt he had a case against God. They had sinned, and yet God
pardoned them.
What right do Youhaveto do that? -- was the devil’s ques�on.
When Moses was resurrected, there was no discussion with
the “the accuser of the brethren.”
Revela�on 12:10.
Romans 3:25.26. Job 1:6-12. 2:1-7. He had no right to know
God’s rights.
A�er forty years of wandering in the desert, Israel entered the
promised land. Psalm 105:42-45.
“Observe thou that which I command thee this day:
behold, I drive out before thee the Amorite, and the
Canaanite, and the Hittite, and the Perizzite, and the
Hivite, and the Jebusite.” Exodus 34:11.
These na�ons were not fully driven out because Israel refused
to obey. Soon they became a snare to the people. The
following centuries were a seesaw of obedience and
disobedience. While Israel worshipped God they were
prosperous, but when they turned to false gods, oppression
and afflic�on plagued them. Psalm 106:34-39.
Sadly the lessons were not learned and the worship of false and
corrupt gods con�nued for centuries.

43

Chapter 5 --

Safety

A�er the death Solomon, Israel split in two. Ten tribes
followed Jeroboam and became known as the northern tribes
of Israel, while Judah and Benjamin remained in Jerusalem with
Rehoboam, Solomon’s son. They become known as Judah. 1
Kings 14:30. 1 Kings 11:12.13.
The self-appointed priest and king in the north ordained a feast
in the eighth month, and offered sacrifices upon an altar he
had set up at Bethel and Dan with two golden calves 1 Kings
12:28.29. He was warned by a man of God that sacrifices were
only to be made at Jerusalem, but Jeroboam refused to obey.
“After this thing Jeroboam returned not from his evil way,
but made again of the lowest of the people priests of the
high places: whosoever would, he consecrated him, and
he became one of the priests of the high places.” 1 Kings
13:33. As a result of this insult to their sacred office, the
Levites refused to accept their rejection.
They tes�fied of their obedience to the law of God, saying, “As

for us, the Lord is our God, and we have not forsaken him
…” and they returned to Jerusalem. 2 Chronicles 13:10. 2
Chronicles 11:13-15. When the Levites made their decision,
other Israelites set their hearts to seek the Lord, and they also
returned to Jerusalem to worship the true God. 2 Chronicles
11:16.

During King Hoshea’s 9th year, Assyria began a siege of Samaria,
the capital of Israel in the north. It lasted three years, a�er
which forty six cities were taken and 200,150 cap�ves. 2 Kings
17:5.6. God said of Israel, “I have delivered her into the
hand of her lovers, into the hand of the Assyrians, upon
whom she doted.” Ezekiel 23:9.
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Destruc�on had not come without warning. God had sent
prophets, including Elijah and Elisha, to try and turn the people
back to true worship. “… notwithstanding they would not
hear, but hardened their necks, like to the neck of their
fathers, that did not believe in the Lord their God. And
they rejected his statutes, and his covenant that he made
with their fathers…
“And they left all the commandments of the Lord their
God, and made them molten images, even two calves,
and made a grove, and worshipped all the host of heaven,
and served Baal. And they caused their sons and their
daughters to pass through the fire, and used divination
and enchantments, and sold themselves to do evil in the
sight of the Lord, to provoke him to anger.” 2 Kings 17:1417.
“So was Israel carried away out of their own land to
Assyria….” 1 Kings 17:23.
Before Israel fell to the Assyrians, Hezekiah ascended the
throne in Jerusalem. He reigned for twenty nine years and did
that which is right in God’s sight.
“He removed the high
places, and brake the images, and cut down the groves…
He clave to the Lord, and departed not from following him,
but kept his commandments, which the Lord commanded
Moses.” 2 Kings 18:4-6.
Having cleansed Judah of idols, King Hezekiah made a
proclamation throughout all Israel and Judah to keep Passover
(Pesach) and the feast of Unleavened Bread.
Prior to the feast, the priests cleansed the temple with the
blood of bullocks, rams lambs and he goats. They “made
reconciliation with their blood upon the altar, to make an
atonement for all Israel: for the king commanded that the
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burnt offering and the sin offering should be made for all
Israel.” 2 Chronicles 29:22-24.
Ezekiel had prophesied that the northern tribes of Israel would
be joined together with the southern tribes, and Jeremiah had
prophesied that God would “gather the remnant of my flock
out of all countries.” Jeremiah 23:3. Ezekiel 37:19.
And many did come back. Israel was once again a single
na�on, as Judah now had representa�ves of all twelve tribes
join them in worship. (We will refer to them as Judah un�l their return
from cap�vity)

When it came time for the feast, those who came from the
north of Asher, Manasseh, Zebulun, Ephraim, Issachar and
others were not sanc�fied to eat the Passover. The Levites
killed animals for the priests to sprinkle the blood of the
lambs for those of the congregation who were not sanc�fied.
“Hezekiah prayed for them, saying, The good Lord pardon
every one that prepareth his heart to seek God, the Lord
God of his fathers, though he be not cleansed according
to the purification of the sanctuary. And the Lord
hearkened to Hezekiah, and healed the people.” 2
Chronicles 30:18-20.
There was great rejoicing in Jerusalem the day of Passover, and
for the next seven days of Unleavened Bread. They sang and
played musical instruments unto the Lord, “And the whole
assembly took counsel to keep other seven days: and
they kept other seven days with gladness.” 2 Chronicles
30:21-23.
“And all the congregation that came out of Israel, and the
strangers that came out of the land of Israel, and that
dwelt in Judah, rejoiced.” 2 Chronicles 30:25.
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Hezekiah’s son Manasseh was a wicked king. “He built again
the high places which Hezekiah his father had broken
down, and he reared up altars for Baalim, and made
groves, and worshipped all the host of heaven, and
served them. Also built altars in the house of the Lord….
And he built altars for all the host of heaven… And he
caused his children to pass through the fire… he
observed times, and used enchantments, and used
witchcraft, and dealt with a familiar spirit, and with
wizards… And he set a carved image… in the house of
God…” 2 Chronicles 33:3-7.
Although Manasseh was converted later in life, the evil work he
had done con�nued in his son Amon. Amazingly, Amon’s son
Josiah was determined to bring Israel back to the worship of
God.
While cleansing the temple for King Josiah, the priests
discovered the long lost books of Moses, called the Book of the
Law. 2 Kings 22:8-10.
When Josiah heard the words read by the scribe, he tore his
robe and commanded the priests and Shaphan the scribe go
and enquire of the prophetess.
Huldah told them the wrath of God was directly due to the sin
of idolatry and wickedness, and that God would bring evil on
Judah because “they have forsaken me”, saith the Lord.
They “have burned incense unto other gods, that they
might provoke me to anger with all the works of their
hands: therefore my wrath shall be kindled against this
place, and shall not be quenched.” 2 Kings 22:15-17.
Destruc�on was coming, and it could not be averted.
Josiah’s fourth son Jehoahaz ruled for three months, but he
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was taken cap�ve to Egypt by Pharaohnechoh. 2 Kings 23:33.
Pharaoh put Eliakim, Josiah’s second son, on the throne in
Jerusalem and changed his name to Jehoiakim.
2 Kings
23:34.35.
During Jehoiakim’s reign, Nebuchadnezzar the king of Babylon,
a�er conquering Egypt, made the king of Judah his servant. 2
Kings 24:1. When he rebelled against this restric�on,
Nebuchadnezzar sent bands of Chaldees, Syrians, Moabites and
Ammonites against Judah to destroy it.
God would “remove them out of his sight for the sins of
Manesseh, according to all that he did, and also for the
innocent blood that he shed: for he filled Jerusalem with
innocent blood, which the Lord would not pardon.” 2 Kings
24:2.3.4. Jehoiakim was bound in fetters and taken to Babylon.
2 Chronicles 36:5.6.
Jehoiakim’s son Jehoiachin was placed on the throne, but after
three months, Nebuchadnezzar came against the city and
besieged it. This was the first siege.
He took its king cap�ve, and then went through the king’s
house and the temple, taking all the precious things, “… all
the vessels of the house of God, great and small… and
the treasures of the king, and of his princes…” 2
Chronicles 36:18. He cut in pieces all the large gold vessels and
brass pillars to take them to Babylon. 2 Kings 24:13. 2 Kings
24:6.10-12.
“And he carried away all Jerusalem, and all the princes,
and all the mighty men of valour, even ten thousand
captives, and all the craftsmen and smiths: none
remained save the poorest sort of the people of the land.”
2 Kings 24:14. Daniel was taken cap�ve at this time.
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Jeremiah the prophet was very concerned for the sacred
furniture of the sanctuary, especially the ark of the covenant
which contained the Ten Commandments. Exodus 40:20.
The ark was the sanctuary’s main piece of furniture. It was
called the “ark of the testimony” because it contained the Ten
Commandments, called “the testimony.” Exodus 25:16.21.
Exodus 25:22. 26:34. The tes�mony was a witness against
Israel’s sinful behavior.

Above is the ark as described by
Ron Wya�, and at left pictured
elaborately.
www.throneofgod.com and
www.bibleplus.org

Above the Law and on the top of the ark was a ‘lid’ made of
pure gold. This was called the “mercy seat”, revealing God’s
a�itude towards those who broke His Law. Exodus 25:17.21.
26:34. The testimony pronounced death to the sinner, but
mercyoffered pardon through the shed blood of God’s Son.
<><><><><><><><><><><><><>
Jeremiah called a number of priests, and together they hid the
precious ark, and other furniture, in a cave. This is recorded in
the Apocrypha, Jewish books of history not regarded as sacred
canon, but important historical records.
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“5 Jeremiah came and found a cave-dwelling, and he
brought there the ark and the altar of incense; then he
sealed up the entrance. 6 Some of those who followed
him came up intending to mark the way, but could not find
it.7 When Jeremiah learned of it, he rebuked them and
declared: The place shall remain unknown until God
gathers his people together again and shows his
mercy. 8 Then the Lord will disclose these things, and the
glory of the Lord and the cloud will appear, as they were
shown in the case of Moses, and as Solomon asked that
the place should be specially consecrated.” 2 Maccabees
2: 5-8.
Beneath Jerusalem are many tunnels and caves, and in one of
these caves, the priests hid the furniture of the sanctuary.
In 1982, this furniture was found by Ron Wya�. An angel told
Ron the ark would remain in the cave, but the Ten
Commandments will be revealed when the “image to the
beast” is formed at the �me of the latter rain. Revela�on
13:14.
It will be God’s final demonstra�on -- His hard evidence -- to
accompany the last message of warning before the return of
Jesus.
The hand-written stones were wri�en by God’s own finger and
are therefore holy. Ma�hew 5:17-32.
<><><><><><><><><><><><>
Nebuchadnezzar made Mattaniah king, his father Jehoiachin’s
brother, changing his name to Zedekiah. 2 Kings 24:17.
In his 9th year, Nebuchadnezzar again came against Jerusalem
and “pitched against it; and they built forts against it round
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about…. And the city was broken up, and the king, and
all the men of war fled by night… and the army of the
Chaldees pursued after the king, and overtook him… and
they brought him to Babylon and put out his eyes and
carried him to Babylon.” 2 Kings 25:1.4.5.7.
In Nebuchadnezzar’s 19th year, the king commissioned
Nebuzaradan, captain of the guard, to complete the
destruc�on of Jerusalem in a third siege. He “burnt the house
of the Lord and the king’s house, and all the houses of
Jerusalem, and every great man’s house burnt he with
fire”, and broke down the walls of the city. 2 Kings 25:9-12.
Solomon’s magnificent temple was gone.
“Our holy and our beautiful house, where our fathers
praised thee, is burned up with fire: and all our pleasant
things are laid waste.” Isaiah 64:11.
The holy ci�es of Zion were a wilderness, and “Jerusalem a
desolation.” Isaiah 64:10.
God had warned Judah, not only through Moses, but other
prophets such as Joel, Micah, Nahum, Isaiah, Zephaniah,
Habakkuk and Jeremiah.
It was a cu�ing rebuke to Judah that God would allow
Jerusalem to be destroyed. God had promised a blessing to
those who loved the holy city, and to all who prayed “…for the
peace of Jerusalem.” Psalm 122:6.
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Chapter 6 --

Promise

When they arrived in Babylon as cap�ves in a foreign land,
Daniel and his three friends immediately made a covenant to
be true to the God of Israel, even in their training as wise men
of Babylon. Though they experienced many tests of character,
each young man remained loyal.
Some years later, God gave Daniel a vision. It troubled him
greatly. Three years later he was given another vision, and this
�me the prophet fainted.
By now Babylon had been taken over by the Medes and
Persians, under Cyrus the Persian.
Daniel was fortunate to receive a
copy of Jeremiah’s visions, and he
was thrilled as he read the words.

www.canstock7818798

“The word of the Lord came to Jeremiah the prophet, that
he would accomplish seventy years in the desolations of
Jerusalem.” Daniel 9:1.2.
On reading these words, Daniel sought the Lord in prayer,
“with fasting, and sackcloth and ashes.” Daniel 9:3.
He then prayed for forgiveness of His people. “To the Lord
our God belong mercies and forgivenesses, though we
have rebelled against him… Yea, all Israel have transgressed thy law…
Therefore the curse is poured upon us, and the oath that
is written in the law of Moses the servant of God, because
we have sinned against him.” Daniel 9:9.11.
Suddenly the angel Gabriel appeared before the prophet.
“Yea, while I was speaking in prayer, Gabriel who I had
seen in the vision at the beginning said… Daniel, I am
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now come forth to give thee skill and understanding…
therefore understand the matter and consider the vision.”
Daniel 9:21.22.23. He was to consider the previous vision that
caused him to faint.
Gabriel,I am ready.’ “Seventy weeks are determined upon
thy people and upon thy holy city, to finish the
transgression, and to make an end of sins, and to make
reconciliation for iniquity, and to bring in everlasting
righteousness, and to seal up the vision and prophecy,
and to anoint the most Holy.” Daniel 9:24.
Daniel knew his people needed to make an end of sins, as their
“iniquities had separated them from God.” Isaiah 59:2.
They were a “sinful nation, a people laden with iniquity, a
seed of evildoers…” Isaiah 1:4.6.
Although Judah must finish with transgression, the greater part
of the prophecy was the work of Messiah. He alone could
make reconcilia�on for iniquity and bring in everlas�ng
righteousness.
Daniel understood from the writing of Moses and Ezekiel (who
was also a captive in Babylon), that in Bible prophecy, a day
represented a year. Thus the period of proba�on for his
people and the holy city was 70 weeks of sevens (as it is in the
Hebrew), or seventy times seven. This equals 490 prophe�c
days, which is 490 literal years. But Daniel s�ll did not know
when the count would begin.
The �me period of 490 is very significant for two reasons.
1. God would allow the land to rest for 490 years. “To fulfil
the word of the Lord by the mouth of Jeremiah, until the
land had enjoyed her sabbaths: for as long as she lay
desolate she kept Sabbath, to fulfil threescore and ten
years.” 2 Chronicles 36:21. Levi�cus 26:34.35.43.
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Obviously Judah had not kept the Sabbath properly or the
land’s Sabba�c years, and now it was enforced upon them.
The whole earth will one day keep the Sabbath, for the sixday-creation-week is a prophetic picture of the reign of sin,
and it will only be permi�ed to operate in sin for 6000
years. Chris�ans one hundred years ago understood that at
the end of the 6000th year, the earth would begin to enjoy
its Sabbaths for the next millennium because the human
family has failed to “remember the Sabbath day, to keep
it holy”, and allow the land to rest. Exodus 20:8-11. Thus
‘God’s great week of time’ would be completed. This was
also understood by the Jews. 8
When the 7000th year has closed, God will re-create the
earth into its Edenic beauty, and every seventh day, the
redeemed will remember the Sabbath and keep it holy.
Isaiah 66:22.23. As they rest from their pleasurable labours,
the earth will also “enjoy her Sabbaths.”
2. When Peter asked Jesus how often he should forgive a
person he suggested “seven times”, but Jesus replied
“seventy times seven.” Matthew 18.21.22. The apostle
was shocked, but he needed to learn to keep forgiving and
not count.
However, for God there is a �me when the count will end.
Proba�on must close or jus�ce can never be administered.
Judah and the whole of Israel were given 490 years to
repent and turn from their wicked ways.
If Israel refused to serve God, they would serve their enemies,
“… and he shall put a yoke of iron upon thy neck, until he
have destroyed thee.” Deuteronomy 28:48.
The first cap�vity was now in progress; the second would be
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far worse, as God would bring “a nation against thee from
far… as swift as the eagle flieth; a nation whose tongue
thou shalt not understand; a nation of fierce
countenance…” Deuteronomy 28:49.50. 9
The yoke of this na�on would be iron (Daniel 2:33; 7:7), its
standard an eagle, its tongue Latin. All this would come upon
God’s people, unless they repented and accepted the Messiah.
Gabriel con�nued. “Know and understand, that from the
going forth of the commandment to restore and to build
Jerusalem unto Messiah the Prince shall be seven weeks
and threescore and two weeks: the street shall be built
again, and the wall, even in troublous times.” Daniel 9:25.
The prophet was excited. Here was a star�ng date. Jeremiah
had said Israel would be released a�er 70 years, but there was
something else – Messiah would arrive. Yes, after the decree
to return to Jerusalem, the city and wall would be built and
sometime a�er that Messiah would come.
Daniel also learnt that Messiah would die a sacrifice, but not
for His own sins. At that �me he had no idea of crucifixion, as
it had not been invented. His death would take place in the
midst of the last week of the 490 years. If Daniel knew when
the decree would be issued, he could work out the arrival of
Messiah! Daniel 9:26.27.
Daniel’s heart thrilled with the thought – Messiah. But there
were other prophecies that made him sorrowful – the city and
sanctuary would be destroyed again. It was heart-breaking.

?_____________________________________________!___!
70 weeks of sevens – 490 prophe�c days = 490 years
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The first decree came in the 1st year of Cyrus king of Persia in
approximately 539BC. Isaiah had actually named Judah’s
deliverer before he was born. “… Cyrus, He is my shepherd,
and shall perform all my pleasure, even saying to
Jerusalem, Thou shalt be built; and to the temple, Thy
foundation shall be laid.” Isaiah 44:28.
The Lord s�rred the heart of Cyrus to make a proclamation
throughout his kingdom and put it in writing.
The decree said, “Thus saith Cyrus king of Persia, the God
of heaven hath given me all the kingdoms of the earth;
and he hath charged me to build him an house at
Jerusalem, which is Judah, and build the house of the
Lord God of Israel (He is the God), which is in
Jerusalem…” Ezra 1:2-4.
“Break forth into joy, sing together” said the prophet, “…for
the Lord hath redeemed Jerusalem.” Isaiah 53:9.
The chief of the fathers of Judah and Benjamin rose up with the
Levites and priests to prepare for the journey.
It was
wonderful news. They gathered vessels of gold and silver and
other precious items.
Cyrus gave back the golden vessels Nebuchadnezzar had taken
from the temple to put into the house of his gods. “All the
vessels of gold and silver were five thousand and four
hundred.” Ezra 1:11.
God’s counsel to His people was to “go ye out from thence,
touch no unclean thing… be ye clean, that bear the
vessels of the Lord. For ye shall not go out with haste,
nor go by flight, for the Lord will go before you, and the
God of Israel will be your rereward.” (rearguard) Isaiah
52:11.12.
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Of the whole congregation, 42,360 prepared to leave. These
were mainly the children of those who had been brought as
cap�ves, plus some of the original young men now grown old,
as well as 7337 servants, maids and singers.
They took
thousands of horses, mules, camels and asses with them. Ezra
2:1-70.
This number was not large as most people were content to
dwell in Babylon. Others were not prepared at that time, but
would return later.
When the group arrived in Jerusalem, Zerubbabel (as
governor), and the priests, built an altar and offered burnt
offerings. They also began the morning and evening sacrifices.
On the 15th day of the seventh month, Israel showed great joy
in celebra�ng the feast of Tabernacles, as written in the law of
Moses. Ezra 3:1-5.
In the second month of the second year, Zerubbabel “and the
remnant of their brethren the priests and the Levites, and
all they that were come out of the captivity unto
Jerusalem, appointed the Levites… to set forward the
work of the house of the Lord.” Ezra 3:8.
When the founda�on was completed, robed priests with
trumpets, and Levites with cymbals, praised the Lord. “And
all the people shouted with a great shout, when they
praised the Lord, because the foundation of the house of
the Lord was laid. But many of the priests and Levites
and chief of the fathers, who were ancient men, that had
seen the first house…wept with a loud voice, and many
shouted aloud for joy.” Ezra 3:11-13.
The older men could not keep back their tears.
Haggai the prophet tried to encourage them. “Who is left
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among you that saw this house in her first glory? And
how do you see it now? Is it not in your eyes in
comparison as nothing?...” Haggai 2:3. Yes, it was true.
The prophet con�nued. “Thus saith the Lord of hosts… I
will shake all nations and the desire of all nations shall
come: and I will fill this house with glory… The glory of
this latter house shall be greater than of the former, saith
the Lord of hosts…” Haggai 2:7.9.
This temple would be greatly blessed, for the Seed of Abraham,
the Messiah, would enter its precincts in person and fill it with
His glory.
Before Nebuchadnezzar besieged the city, God’s presence had
left the mercy seat on the ark of the covenant, “and stood
over the threshold of the house…(it) departed from off the
threshold….
“Then the glory of the Lord went up from the midst of the
city, and stood upon the mountain which is on the east
side of the city.” Ezekiel 10:4.18. 11:23.
It was not the gold and precious stones that made Solomon’s
temple glorious, nor was it the exquisitely woven curtains with
threads of gold. It was the presence of God’s Son in the
shekhinahglory. The second temple may not be as lavish, but
it would have the Messiah in person walking through its courts.
Darius the king of Medo-Persia had confirmed the decree of
Cyrus, allowing the work to come to comple�on, and with
God’s blessing, the temple was finished in his 6th year. Ezra
6:15.
It was a �me of great joy.
The priests and Levites “offered at the dedication of this
house of God… 100 bullocks… 200 rams… 400 lambs.
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And for a sin offering for all Israel, twelve he goats
according to the number of the tribes of Israel.” Ezra 6:17.
Some years later, Artaxerxes came to the throne. In his 7th
year, Ezra, a scribe of the line of Aaron, requested permission
to return to Jerusalem. His request was granted. Ezra had
prepared his heart to seek the law of the Lord, and to teach its
statutes and judgments in Jerusalem.
The king wrote a decree. “I make a decree, that all they of
the people of Israel, and of his priests and Levites, in my
realm, which are minded of their own free will to go up to
Jerusalem go with thee…
And to carry the silver and gold, which the king and his
counsellors have freely offered unto the God of Israel…

And whatsoever more shall be needed for the house of
thy God… bestow it out of the king’s treasure house…

“And thou Ezra, after the wisdom of thy God that is in
thine hand, set magistrates and judges, which may judge
all the people that are beyond the river, all such as know
the laws of thy God; and teach them that know them not.
And whosoever shall not do the law of thy God and the
law of the king, let judgment be executed speedily upon
him, whether it be unto death, or to banishment, or to
confiscation of goods or to imprisonment.” Ezra 7:21-26.
This decree of Artaxerxes Longimanus was far broader than the
previous two decrees of Cyrus and Darius. It gave Jerusalem
the right to rule under its own laws.
“And they builded, and finished it, according to the
commandment of the God of Israel, and according to the
commandment of Cyrus, and Darius and Artaxerxes king
of Persia.” Ezra 6:14.
The date for the “seventh year of Artaxerxes the king” is
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shown in Ptolemy’s Canon. Ezra 7:7. This is a record of the
reign of kings from Nabonassar, February 26, 747 BC. The
Canon is expressed in Egyp�an years and includes the
Accession year, the Olympiads and the eclipses. 10
Speaking of Ptolemy’s Canon, H. Gra�an Guinness, an Irish
Protestant preacher and writer, said, “The value of it is that it
interweaves a series of ancient dates with a series of
celestial positions. It contains a complete catalogue of
the succession of Babylon, Persia, Grecian, and Roman
monarchs, from Nabonassar to Hadrian and Antoninus,
together with the dates of their accession and the
duration of their reigns. Its astronomic events are
referred to definite historic dates and by this connection
there is conferred on the latter the character of scientific
certainty.” Light for the Last Days. H. Gra�an Guinness.
Appendix A p295.296. London. 1898.
Artaxerxes’ Accession year was 465 BC, making the first year of
his reign 464 BC. His seventh year was in 457 BC.
457BC

490 weeks-years

AD34

!_________________________________________________________________!

Wall and street
rebuilt

Arrival
of Messiah

!_________!_______________________________________!___!

Thus the decree for the “going forth of the commandment to
restore and to build Jerusalem” was according to the three
decrees – Cyrus, Darius and Artaxerxes -- that were seen by
God as one decree, and dated by the final decree, in 457BC. 11
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Gabriel also told Daniel that Yeshua ha Mashiach would
“cause the sacrifice and the oblation to cease.” He would
be “cut off, but not for Himself.” Daniel 9:26.26. Messiah
would die and be “cut off out of the land of the living.” Isaiah
53:8. (ha Mashiach – the Messiah, or Moshiach)
Approximately 140 years earlier than Daniel, Isaiah had written
that Messiah would not die for His own sins. “He was
numbered with the transgressors; and he bare the sin of
many, and made intercession for the transgressors.”
Isaiah 53:12.
If Israel rejected the Messiah, the curses would begin, and the
“people of the prince that would come would destroy the
city and the sanctuary.” Daniel 9:26.
Israel, you have a choice --- blessings or cursings. The decision
is yours.
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Chapter 7 --

SilentYears

A�er their return from Babylon, Israel ceased worshipping
graven images.
They had finally realised their prosperity
depended on obedience to the Law of God. The ceremonies
and sacrifices of the temple became paramount.
Schools were established to teach the Torah. These were to be
like the schools of the prophets, first opened by Samuel. But
they soon became corrupt. Heathen prac�ces learned in
Babylon became a part of the teaching, and these were later
taught to others. (Torah – books of Moses)
The words of the prophets were not understood, and often
misinterpreted. To the masses, death was locked in mystery
and dread.
God’s purpose in choosing Israel was not to simply bless them
as a na�on, but for them to be missionaries of God’s love.
They were to share the truth of the Scriptures with the na�ons
that all people may realise there is hope is the God of Israel.
Instead of being the light of the world, Israel became a fortress
to shut away the light. A wall of separa�on surrounded them,
keeping other na�ons from learning the truth. They were
actually jealous lest God show mercy to the Gentiles.
In 169-168BC, Antiochus IV Epiphanes, the 8th king in the
Seleucid Empire, a�acked Jerusalem.
He “first entered Jerusalem amicably, then suddenly
turning upon the defenseless city, murdered, plundered,
and burnt through its length and breadth. The men were
butchered, women and children sold into slavery, and in
order to give permanence to the work of desolation, the
walls and numerous houses were torn down….
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“Having thus made Jerusalem a Greek colony, the king's
attention was next turned to the destruction of the national
religion. A royal decree proclaimed the abolition of the
Jewish mode of worship; Sabbaths and festivals were not
to be observed; circumcision was not to be performed; the
sacred books were to be surrendered and the Jews were
compelled to offer sacrifices to the idols that had been
erected… The ‘abomination of desolation’… was set up
on the altar of burnt offering in the Temple, and the Jews
required to make obeisance to it.” www.jewishencyclopedia.com
It is believed the ‘abomina�on of desolation’ was an image of
Zeus which Antiochus worshipped. As part of the desecration,
a pig was slain on the altar, and its blood sprinkled on the
sacred Scriptures in the temple.
This was the greatest insult to the symbolism of the sacrificial
altar, for all its sacrifices pointed to God’s Son as the Lamb of
God.
Although Israel had forgotten the meaning of the
sacrifices, they understood this desecration to be the height of
blasphemy against the God of Israel.
Soon the people revolted. Hasmonean Ma�athias organised
open resistance, and through the achievements of his son and
successor Judas Maccabees, two well-equipped armies of
An�ochus were defeated.
This gave Israel virtual independence, and the Diaspora
(dispersion – Greek) spread over the Greek and Roman worlds.
12
During the first century, it is es�mated that 5,000,000 Jews
lived outside Judea. Strabo a historian (64BC-AD24) said, “It
was hard to find a city where the Jews did not settle.”
www.newworldencyclopedia.org

The Scriptures were translated into the Greek language during
the third century BC by seventy Jewish scholars in Alexandria,
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Egypt, and called the Septuagint.
Many living in Greek-speaking
countries were losing the
Hebrew language and some
even losing their faith. It was
necessary to produce a Bible in
Greek that they might maintain
their hold on Biblical faith.
(Septuagint ‘seventy’-- Latin)

h�ps://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/
File%3ALxx_Minorprophets.gif

As Greek was widely spoken, interested Gen�les began to read
the Scriptures and learn of Messiah’s coming. In fact, the
Gen�les had a greater understanding of the prophecies
concerning the Messiah than had the teachers in Israel. Godfearing Gen�les were a�racted to synagogues set up for
worship.
This was a little glimmer of the fulfilment of Isaiah’s prophecy
that Israel would be a “light to the Gentiles.” Isaiah 42:6.
“I will give thee for a light to the Gentiles, that thou mayest
be my salvation unto the end of the earth.” Isaiah 49:6.
“The Gentiles shall come to thy light, and kings to the
brightness of thy rising.” Isaiah 60:3.
“I the Lord have called thee in righteousness… and given
thee for a covenant of the people, for a light of the
Gentiles.” Isaiah 42:6.
God was trying to help Israel fulfil its purpose for the Gen�les,
and prepare for Messiah and His ministry.
The prophecies of the Gentiles would be fulfilled, not because
of Israel, but because of God’s promises. Even if Israel did not
recognise the Messiah, the Gen�les would s�ll have
opportunity to receive Him. To receive the blessings, Israel must
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accept Messiah.
In 63BC, Judea became a protectorate of Rome. It came under
the administration of a governor who was to regulate trade
and maximize tax revenue. Life became difficult.
The coming of the Messiah was seen by Israel as a deliverance
from Roman oppression, and nothing could hide Israel’s hatred
of the Romans.
When the aged Simeon was inspired by God that baby Yeshua
was the Lord’s Messiah, he took Him in his arms, and said,
“Lord, now lettest thou thy servant depart in peace,
according to thy word. For mine eyes have seen thy
salvation, which thou hast prepared before the face of all
people; A light to lighten the Gentiles, and the glory of thy
people Israel.” Luke 2:29-32.
Yet, like the rest of Israel, not one of the faithful saints
understood Messiah’s work. The belief that He would come to
destroy the Roman Empire and set Jerusalem on high, had
been taught for so many years, it was now ingrained in their
thinking.
Prophecies of the two advents were blended together in the
Scriptures, and although the prophets searched diligently, even
they did not fully understand. 1 Peter 1:0-12.
Messiah must first pay the penalty for sin and “make
reconciliation for iniquity”, then He could return in triumph
and destroy the transgressors. Daniel 9:24.
Other Scriptures seemed to confirm the false view of the
rabbis, such as “And I will execute vengeance in anger and
fury upon the heathen, such as they have not heard.”
Micah 5:15.
“As smoke is driven away… as wax melteth before the
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fire, so let the wicked perish at the presence of God.”
Psalm 68:2. 11:6.
“Thus saith the Lord against all mine evil neighbours, that
touch the inheritance which I have caused my people
Israel to inherit; Behold, I will pluck them out of their
land… if they will not obey, I will utterly pluck up and
destroy that nation, saith the Lord.” Jeremiah 12:14.17.
But Israel was wrong.
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Chapter 8 -- Messiah
The prophecy of Daniel was approaching its conclusion.
Was Israel coun�ng the prophetic ‘seventy weeks’, and
watching for Messiah?
There were already signs of His coming. Elizabeth had given
birth to a child in her old age, and Zacharias had seen the angel
Gabriel in the temple. The shepherds of Bethlehem reported
seeing angels. Wise men from the East followed a star and
visited Herod wanting to know where the King of Israel would
be born.
Were these signs of the Messiah?
Rumours passed from
house to house, but as the years rolled by, these were largely
forgo�en.
Almost thirty years later, the son of Elizabeth and Zacharias
began preaching in the wilderness. He was a Levite of the line
of Aaron and dedicated as a Nazarite from birth. John had
studied the prophecies of Daniel with his father and knew
Messiah had already arrived.
Many in Israel were stirred by reports of a prophet in the
wilderness, and mul�tudes flocked to hear John. His voice
rang loud and clear, “Repent ye, for the kingdom of heaven
is at hand….” Matthew 3:1.2.
The leaders of Israel were disturbed. Who was this young
preacher? Representa�ves of the Pharisees and Sadducees
made their way to the wilderness. It had been many years
since Israel had a prophet.
‘Who are you?’ they asked.
“I am the voice of one crying in the wilderness.
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Make

straight the way of the Lord, as said the prophet Isaias.”
John 1:23. Ma�hew 3:3. Isaiah 40:3.
The message of John brought many among the people to the
realisa�on they needed to repent, and in contrition requested
bap�sm. Others stubbornly refused to receive his message of
repentance.
When John saw Yeshua, he cried out, “Behold the Lamb of
God, which taketh away the sin of the world.” John 1:29. 13
Israel, Messiah is here!

“Seventy
weeks
are
determined upon thy
people and upon thy holy
city…” Daniel 9:24.

Jesus’ first words were, “The time is fulfilled, and the
kingdom of God is at hand: repent ye, and believe the
gospel.” Mark 1:15.

457BC_______________________!__________________!
AD27
AD31
AD34
Bap�sm
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Death

Close
Proba�on

Jesus loved to go among the common people, for they “heard
Him gladly.” Mark 12:37. When He saw a great mul�tude, He
“was moved with compassion toward them, and he
healed their sick.” Matthew 14:14.
“And whithersoever he entered, into villages, or cities, or
country, they laid the sick in the streets, and besought
him that they might touch if it were but the border of his
garment: and as many as touched him were made
whole.” Mark 6:56.

www.turnbacktogod.com

All who had any sickness, Jesus “laid hands on them and
they were healed.”
Devils also came out at His command. “They cried, ‘Thou art
the Messiah, the Son of God.” He “rebuked them.” Luke
4:40.41.
Jesus asked His disciples “Whom do men say that I am?”
“Some say Elĳah… some John the Baptist… others
Jeremiah…”
69

He then asked, “But whom say ye that I am?”
Peter’s tes�mony was posi�ve.
“Thou art the Christ
(Messiah), the Son of the living God.” Ma�hew 16:15.16.
Jesus replied, “Blessed art thou Simon…flesh and blood
hath not revealed it to thee… but my Father which is in
heaven.” Matthew 16:17.
A centurian came to see Jesus on behalf of his sick servant, and
Jesus offered to go to his home. The Roman soldier said, ‘I am
not worthy… Say the word only, and my servant shall be
healed.” Ma�hew 8:8.
Jesus commended his faith as being greater than any in Israel
and then said, “And I say unto you, that many shall come
from the east and west, and shall sit down with Abraham,
and Isaac, and Jacob, in the kingdom of heaven.”
Matthew 8:10.11.
Once again this is a glimmer of the salva�on Messiah would
provide for all people. Isaiah adds a third dimension. “Behold,
these shall come from far: and lo, these from the north
and from the west; and these from the land of Sinim
(China).” Isaiah 49:12.
Jesus’ next words to the centurion were, “But the children of
the kingdom shall be cast out into outer darkness: there
shall be weeping and gnashing of teeth.” Matthew 8:12.
It all depended on their acceptance or rejection of Messiah.
The leaders, rabbis, elders, scribes and lawyers made the
Messiah’s life a constant trial. They “took counsel how they
might entangle him in his talk.” Ma�hew 22:15.
Day a�er day Jesus taught the people, pa�ently and with great
love.
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Soon it would be the middle of the final week of Daniel’s
prophecy.
AD27

AD34

!________________________________________________!

Although the common people accepted Jesus as the Messiah,
for probation to be extended, it must be an official recogni�on
by the leadership.
Instead, the rabbi’s minds were occupied with how to get rid of
Him. “And the chief priests and scribes sought how they
might kill him….” Luke 22:2.
“The Jews sought the more to kill him, because he not
only had broken the Sabbath, but said also that God was
His Father, making himself equal with God.” John 5:18.
Knowing their wicked plans, Jesus removed Himself from
Jerusalem and went to Galilee. “He would not walk in Jewry,
because the Jews sought to kill Him.” John 7:1; 8:37.39.40.
The week before Passover, Jesus said to His disciples. “Behold
we go up to Jerusalem, and all things that are written by
the prophets concerning the Son of man shall be
accomplished.
For he shall be delivered unto the
Gentiles, and shall be mocked, and spitefully entreated,
and spitted on, and they shall scourge him, and put him to
death: and the third day he shall rise again." Luke 18:3133.
The disciples had no idea what Jesus was talking about.
Although they feared for the safety of their Master, they
believed He would one day sit on the throne of Israel. This talk
about dying did not make sense, and the disciples brushed it
aside.
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Chapter 9 --

Countdown

On Abib/Nissan 7th, Jesus and His disciples joined Mary, Martha
and Lazarus for a Sabbath evening meal in the home of Simon,
the father of Judas. Mark 14:3. John 12:4. Ma�hew 26:6. 14
(Nissan after Babylonian cap�vity)

When the evening was over, Judas le� the house and
immediately went to the palace of the high priest to meet with
members of the Sanhedrin.
He “communed with the chief priests and captains, how he
might betray him unto them. They were glad, and
covenanted to give him money. He promised, and sought
opportunity to betray him unto them in the absence of the
multitude.” Luke 22:4-6.
The daylight hours of the Sabbath were kept at the home of
Lazarus, Martha and Mary. Men and women from the
surrounding areas came to hear Jesus, and also to see Lazarus
who had been raised from the dead. John 12:9. This Sabbath
(Nissan 8th) was Jesus’ last holy day with His friends and
disciples.
The following a�ernoon (Nissan 9th), prepara�ons were made
to go to Jerusalem. As they passed by a road to the small town
of Bethpage, Jesus asked His disciples to find a young unridden
colt. “They went their way, and found the colt tied by the
door... and they brought the colt to Jesus...” Mark 11:7.
This act fulfilled the prophecy of Zechariah. “Rejoice greatly,
O daughter of Zion; shout, O daughter of Jerusalem,
behold, thy King cometh unto thee; he is just and having
salvation; lowly and riding upon an ass, and upon a colt,
the foal of an ass.” Zechariah 9:9.
Everyone was excited.
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The �me had come for Messiah to be crowned and begin His
reign. Although their hopes would be disappointed, Jesus was
fulfilling prophecy to draw a�ention to Himself.
He was the King of Israel, but
would not sit upon the throne
in Jerusalem.
Instead He
would wear a crown of thorns
and be impaled on a cross.
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On the way to Jerusalem, the
multitude increased.
Great
was their rejoicing, for they
were welcoming the King of
Israel.

They took branches of palm trees, and laid their outer
garments along the way. “Hosanna, Blessed is the King of
Israel that cometh in the name of the Lord.” John 12:13.
Mark 11:10.
When the procession reached the top of the hill overlooking
the temple, Jesus stopped and burst into tears. His weeping
became intense un�l He was sobbing. He knew the ‘seventy
weeks’ were about to close and Jerusalem’s proba�on would
be over. It was heart-breaking. He came unto His own, and
His own received Him not. John 1:11.
Oh Jerusalem, “if thou hadst known, even thou, at least in
this thy day, the things which belong unto thy peace! But
now they are hid from thine eyes…
The days shall come upon thee, that thine enemies shall
cast a trench about thee, and compass thee round, and
keep thee in on every side. And shall lay thee even with
the ground, and thy children within thee: and they shall
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not leave in thee one stone upon another; because thou
knewest not the time of thy visitation.” Luke 19:42.43.44.
The multitude was mystified. What did He mean?
Slowly the procession moved on.
A report reached the temple and the priests were concerned.
“The Pharisees therefore said among themselves,
Perceive ye how ye prevail nothing? Behold, the world
has gone after him.” John 12:19.
A delegation was sent to the Mount of Olives.
‘Your processionis illegal. Stop the people.’ Jesus replied, “I
tell you that if these should hold their peace, the stones
would immediately cry out.” Luke 19:40.
Nothing could restrain the people and they began to challenge
the priests, who retaliated. This resulted in an argument that
took the a�ention of the crowd away from Jesus and His
disciples.
Unno�ced, they moved quietly down the mountain.
As they headed towards the temple, the sun began to set.
Everything was bathed in a golden glow. The temple was
almost deserted as Jesus walked quietly through its gates. He
looked around in silence.
It was now the 10th Nissan.
Moses had instructed Israel to put a lamb aside on “the tenth
day of this month (Abib)… a lamb for an house… Your
lamb shall be without blemish...” Exodus 12:3-6.
“Jesus entered into Jerusalem, and into the temple: and
when he had looked round about upon all things”, He le�
for Bethany. Mark 11:11.
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Jesus had fulfilled the requirements of Passover in presenting
Himself to God as the Passover Lamb. 15
The next morning, Jesus and His disciples walked down Olivet
to the temple. Along the way they no�ced a fig tree off the
path. It was covered with leaves, giving evidence of ripe figs.
Approaching the tree, Jesus searched for fruit. There was
none. Then, speaking to the tree He said, “No man eat fruit
of thee hereafter for ever.” Mark 11:14. The disciples were
surprised, but they said nothing.
“And he taught daily in the temple, but the chief priests
and the scribes and the chief of the people sought to
destroy him.” Luke 19:47.
The leaders could not arrest Jesus because the people believed
Him to be a prophet. “They watched him, and sent forth
spies, which should feign themselves just men that they
might take hold of his words, so they might deliver him
unto the power and authority of the government.” Luke
20:20.
A�er spending the night at Bethany, the disciples once again
walked the path to Jerusalem. As they passed the fig tree, the
disciples were amazed. It had dried up from the roots. Peter
said, “Master, behold, the fig tree which thou cursed is
withered away.” Mark 11:20.21.
When in the temple, Jesus continued teaching the people, but
the priests and elders never stopped harassing Him.
Jesus turned to the leaders and began a parable. “A man
planted a vineyard, and set an hedge about it, and digged
a place for the winefat, and built a tower, and let it out to
husbandmen, and went into a far country.” Mark 12:1.
The priests and scribes were very familiar with His words as
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they had memorised much of the Tanakh (Hebrew Bible). They
knew Isaiah identified the vineyard as the house of Israel and
the men of Judah.
“My well-beloved hath a vineyard in a very fruitful hill.
And he fenced it, and gathered out the stones thereof,
and planted it with the choicest vine, and built a tower in
the midst of it, and also made a winepress therein… The
vineyard of the Lord of hosts is the house of Israel, and
the men of Judah his pleasant plant…” Isaiah 5:1.2.
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The prophet stated that instead of bearing good grapes, the
vine bore wild grapes. God asked, “What could have been
done more to my vineyard, that I have not done in it?”
Isaiah 5:4. Of course the answer was ‘nothing’. God had been
faithful to His people.
Jesus con�nued His parable. “And when the time of the fruit
drew near, he sent his servants to the husbandmen, that
they might receive the fruits of it. And the husbandmen
took his servants, and beat one, and killed another, and
stoned another.” Matthew 21:34.35.
Other servants were sent, but they abused them, worse than
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the first. Finally the owner of the vineyard decided to send his
son. “They will reverence my son”, he said.
“But when those husbandmen saw the son, they said
among themselves, This is the heir; come, let us kill him,
and the inheritance shall be ours. And they cast him out
of the vineyard and killed him.” Matthew 21:37.38. Mark
12:1-9.
Jesus asked the elders, ‘What will the owner of the vineyarddo
to those husbandmen?’
The chief priests replied, “He will miserably destroy those
wicked men, and will let out his vineyard unto other
husbandmen, which shall render him the fruits in their
seasons.” Matthew 21:40.41.
These Jewish leaders had condemned themselves. God would
take the vineyard away from them and give it to others. They
had answered correctly.
“The chief priests and the scribes the same hour sought
to lay hands on him… for they perceived that he had
spoken this parable against them.” Luke 20:19.
Jesus then told another parable. “The kingdom of heaven is
like unto a certain king, which made a marriage for his
son. And sent forth his servants to call them that were
bidden to the wedding, and they would not come.”
Matthew 22:1-3.
He sent other servants, but they made light of it. They beat
them and put them to death. The king was angry and he “sent
forth his armies, and destroyed those murderers and
burned up their city.” Ma�hew 22:7.
Once again the Pharisees knew the parable was against them,
but to take the heat from themselves, they brought in some
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Herodians to ask a ques�on, then a group of Sadducees, and
finally a lawyer.
The people were amazed at Jesus’ answers, “no man was
able to answer Him a word, neither durst any man from
that day forth ask him any more questions.”
Ma�hew
22:46.
Jesus turned to the common people and said to them,
“Beware of the scribes, which love go in long clothing and
love salutations in the marketplaces. And the chief seats
in the synagogues, and the uppermost rooms at feasts:
which devour widows’ houses, and for a pretence make
long prayers; these shall receive greater damnation.”
Mark 12:38-40.
The people were shocked as they had always looked up to their
leaders. In fact, it was to the leaders they looked for salva�on.
Jesus con�nued. The scribes
love to hear “greetings in the
markets, and to be called of
men, Rabbi, Rabbi. Be not ye
called Rabbi, for one is your
Master,
even
Christ
(Messiah); and all ye are
brethren.” Ma�hew 23:7.8.
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The leaders were fuming. How
dare He say these things?

Their eyes glanced at each other, but no one moved.
“Woe unto you, scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites! For
ye shut up the kingdom of heaven against men: for ye
neither go in yourselves, neither suffer ye them that are
entering to go in…
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Ye blind guides, which strain
at a gnat, and swallow a
camel.” Ma�hew 23:13.24.
The people were listening
a�en�vely,
surprised
and
shocked, but now they had to
smile.
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The Saviour had made an interes�ng comparison between a
gnat and a camel, both unclean. The leaders covered their
glasses with ne�ing to make certain no little insects fell into
their drinks, but Jesus said instead they swallowed a camel.
Jesus con�nued. “Woe unto you, scribes and Pharisees,
hypocrites! For ye are like unto whited sepulchres, which
indeed appear beautiful outward, but are within full of
dead men’s bones, and of all uncleanness. Even so ye
also outwardly appear righteous unto men, but within ye
are full of hypocrisy and iniquity.
Woe unto you, scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites!
Because ye build the tombs of the prophets, and garnish
the sepulchres of the righteous. And say, If we had been
in the days of our fathers, we would not have been
partakers with them in the blood of the prophets.
Wherefore ye be witnesses unto yourselves, that ye are
the children of them which killed the prophets… Ye
serpents, ye generation of vipers, how can ye escape the
damnation of hell?...
Oh Jerusalem, Jerusalem, thou that killest the prophets,
and stonest them which are sent unto thee, how often
would I have gathered thy children together, even as a
hen gathereth her chickens under her wings, and ye
would not!” Matthew 23:27.28.29.30.31.33.37. Acts 51.52.
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The Pharisees looked at the scribes. Their eyes met and they
in�mated that this ‘so-called’prophet had to go. The thirty
pieces of silver would be well worth it.
The sun was beginning to set, and it was now the evening of
the 13th Nissan.
Jesus and His disciples walked towards the temple gates.
The Messiah turned to the priests and rabbis standing by and
said, “Behold, your house is left unto you desolate.”
Matthew 23:38. 16
God’s Son had spent three and a half years ministering to
Israel, but now His ministry was over.
The “desire of all nations” prophesied by Haggai was leaving
the temple. Haggai 2:7. One “greater than the temple” was
regre�ully leaving it forever. Ma�hew 12:6. The Glory was
moving from the threshold of the temple.
Jesus and His disciples began to ascend the Mount of Olives.
The disciples looked back to see the sun’s glow on the great
stones of the temple, giving it an appearance of gold. Their
hearts were enthralled and they men�oned it to Jesus. He was
not impressed. His mind was on the people of Israel, not the
temple that would no longer grace His presence.
Looking at its great walls He said, “There shall not be left
here one stone upon another, that shall not be thrown
down.” Ma�hew 24:2.
The disciples looked at each other mys�fied. What was Jesus
saying? Terror filled their hearts. Surely He didn’t mean this
temple would also be destroyed? The only conclusion was that
Jesus must be speaking of His second coming.
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“Tell us”, they asked, “When shall these things be? And
what shall be the sign of thy coming, and of the end of the
world?” Ma�hew 24:3.
Jesus was very tender-hearted. He knew His beloved children
could not imagine their temple being destroyed in less than
forty years, so He blended it with the end of the world.
He said to them, “When ye therefore shall see
abomination of desolation, spoken of by Daniel
prophet, stand in the holy place, (whoso readeth, let
understand), then let them which be in Judaea flee
the mountains….” Matthew 24:15.16.
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The “abomination of desolation” would stand in the holy
place outside the city walls. 17 The disciples had not studied
Daniel’s prophecies as Zacharius and John. Being common
folk, they were not privileged to a free use of the scrolls like the
Levites, so they did not understand Jesus’ words.
The
abomination of desolation spoken of by Daniel the prophet
would stand “where it ought not….” Mark 13:14.
What was the “abomination of desolation”? The rabbis
believed it was the desecra�on of Antiochus Epiphanes when
he slew a pig on the altar. What would it be this �me?
Luke made it absolutely clear, for he said, “And when ye shall
see Jerusalem compassed with armies, then know that
the desolation thereof is nigh. Then let them which are in
Judea flee…” Luke 21:20.21.
So the abomination of desolation was Rome! Of course!
Only a�er some months were the disciples able to look into the
book of Daniel and realise that the temple would indeed be
destroyed by Rome.
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Chapter 10 –

ThePassion

The following morning (s�ll 13th Nissan), the disciples asked
Jesus, “Where wilt thou that we prepare for thee to eat the
Passover?” Matthew 26:17.
The disciples followed His instruc�ons and found the room
already prepared for Passover. During the day, they completed
the necessary prepara�on for the meal. Mark 14:16.
“Now when the even was come, he sat down with the
Twelve.” Ma�hew 26:19.20. Jesus watched the slaying of the
lamb, and waited with His disciples un�l the meat was cooked.
They all ate the Passover meal together. For eleven disciples, it
was a happy �me, but Judas was pre-occupied with meeting
the priests. Jesus alone knew the events of the night.
When the Passover meal had ended, Jesus ins�tuted a new
service. It was a transition �me in Israel. The Passover would
be fulfilled that very day and replaced by the Communion
service. Type was mee�ng an�type. The rest of the feasts
would be fulfilled progressively.
The Saviour said to His disciples, “I have desired to eat this
Passover with you before I suffer, for I say unto you, I will
not any more eat thereof, until it be fulfilled in the kingdom
of God.” Luke 22:15.16.
He poured a large cup of grape juice and handed it to the
disciples. “This cup is the new testament in my blood,
which is shed for you…. I will not drink of the fruit of the
vine, until the kingdom of God shall come. Drink ye all, of
it.” Luke 22:20.
Each disciple took a sip and passed it on. ‘What did Jesusmean
by His strange words?’
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The minds of the disciples were s�ll on the glory of the
kingdom, and they had no comprehension of His approaching
death.
Jesus was about to pay the penalty for sin. All the sacrifices at
the temple would be fulfilled, as Messiah’s death would
“cause the sacrifice and oblation to cease.” Daniel 9:27.
Jesus took bread and gave thanks. Giving it to His disciples He
said, “This is my body which is given for you: this do in
remembrance of me.” Luke 22:19. He passed the unleavened
bread to the disciples and each took a small piece.
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During the meal, Jesus made a startling announcement. “One
of you shall betray me?” Mark 14:10.18. Matthew 26:21.
The disciples were shocked and each one asked, ‘Is it I?’ Even
Judas asked the ques�on.
Jesus said, “Behold, the hand of him that betrayeth me is
with me on the table. And truly the Son of man goeth, as
it was determined; but woe unto that man by whom he is
betrayed.” Luke 22:21.22.
Judas immediately le� the upper room and went straight to
the Jewish elders who once again were gathered to discuss
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their plans for arres�ng Jesus. Judas said to them, ‘I can lead
you to Him tonight in the Gardenof Gethsemane’.
As it would not be in the public eye they agreed and gave Judas
his reward of thirty pieces of silver. Ma�hew 26:3-5.14-16.
Zechariah 11:12.13. Ma�hew 27:3.9.
When the supper had ended, Jesus and the disciples concluded
their singing of Psalms 113-118 with words of praise, “O give
thanks unto the Lord; for he is good; for his mercy
endureth for ever.” Psalm 118:29.
Then they began their walk to the Garden of Gethsemane. It
was a beautiful night, about 11.00pm. The moon was full,
bathing the trees in silver. Ma�hew 26:30.
Passing a grape vine, Jesus said, “I am the vine, ye are the
branches.” John 15:1.5. The disciples were surprised. ‘Isn’t
Israel the vine?’
It was true, Israel was the vine, but in the same way the nation
of Israel was seen by God as His only Son who pharaoh was to
let go, so the vine was a representa�on of God’s Son. Sadly,
the men of Judah were responsible for the vineyard bringing
forth wild grapes.
As the children of Abraham were literally Israel through Isaac,
so those who accepted the promised Seed by faith became His
children spiritually. In like manner, the grape vine represented
the na�on of Israel in the flesh, but spiritually, the true Vine is
the Son of God. All who are closely connected to Him are the
branches.
“Abide in me, and I in you. As the branch cannot bear
fruit of itself, except it abide in the vine, no more can ye,
except ye abide in me… If a man abide not in me, he
is cast forth as a branch, and is withered; and men gather
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them, and cast them into the fire, and they are burned.”
John 15:4.6.
When they reached the Garden of Gethsemane, Jesus had
difficulty walking. His disciples tried to support Him, but at one
point He almost fell.
‘What is happening to our beloved
Master?’ The disciples had no idea.
The Father was placing the sins of the world upon the sinless
mind of His Son, and He began to feel the weight. Isaiah
53:6.10.
It was a terrible experience.
Jesus had helped plan it with His
Father in eternity, but now, as a
divine human being, the Son of
God was experiencing the
horror of sin, and His life was
being crushed.
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Three �mes He prayed for release, but His Father was silent.
How Jesus longed to hear His Father’s voice again. The third
�me, Jesus submi�ed His will, “Not as I will, but as thou
wilt.” Ma�hew 26:39. ‘Father,thy will be done.’
As Jesus awakened His sleeping disciples, He heard the sound
of voices approaching and knew the arresting party was about
to do its work.
‘Come’, He said, ‘The time has come.’ “The Son of man is
betrayed into the hands of sinners.” Matthew 26:45.
It was not long before the disciples feared for their own lives,
and they fled from the garden. Ma�hew 26:56.
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Chapter 11 -- The

Cross

Jesus was taken to the palace of the high priest, first to the
aged Annas, then to Caiaphas, who began an illegal trial. It was
in reality an interrogation and not a trial. Mark 14:53.
Jewish law s�pulated that no trial should take place at night,
and all jurists must work towards a verdict of innocence. If
anything was found to bring the evidence into ques�on, a guilty
verdict could not be handed down. This trial was different.
The elders wanted a guilty verdict and did everything in their
power to procure it.
The hours dragged on and Caiaphas was not ge�ng anywhere.
He needed a valid reason to bring Jesus before the Roman
governor. No crucifixion could take place without the approval
of Rome, but the charge must be acceptable to Pilate. He must
also find a reason to satisfy the council as there needed to be
some semblance of law.
Jesus was silent.
He was brought as “a lamb to the
slaughter, and as a sheep before her shearers is dumb,
so he openeth not his mouth.” Isaiah 53:7.
Suddenly Caiaphas asked, “I adjure thee by the living God,
tell us if thou art the Messiah.” Matthew 26:63.64. Mark
14:61.62.
Jesus was now under oath, and without hesitation He replied,
“I am.” Mark 14:62. In another gospel, the answer is, “Thou
hast said”, an expression often used by Jesus. Perhaps it
parallels a modern statement, ‘Yousaidit.’
Jesus then told His accusers they would see Him “sitting on
the right hand of power, and coming in the clouds of
heaven.” Ma�hew 26:64. He could have used the word
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‘angels’ instead of ‘clouds’, but it would have caused an
argument between the Pharisees and Caiaphas. The high
priest was a Sadducee who did not believe in the resurrec�on
or in angels. Acts 23:6-8.
Immediately Caiaphas heard the words of Jesus, he tore his
robe, something a high priest must never do. The priesthood
was a representa�on of Messiah in His priestly ministry, and a
torn robe destroyed the symbol.
A�er displaying his anger, Caiaphas said to the council, “He
hath spoken blasphemy; what further need have we of
witnesses? Behold, now ye have heard his blasphemy.
What think ye?” Matthew 26:65.
They all replied, “He is guilty of death.” Matthew 26:66.
According to Jewish law, no prisoner could be condemned on
his own tes�mony. Thus the Sanhedrin had illegally
condemned Jesus for saying He was the Son of God, a truth the
leaders refused to admit.
At sunrise, Caiaphas called the council together for a brief
meeting to gain a legal verdict in daylight hours. The same
ques�on was asked and the same verdict given.
Hurriedly the men took Jesus to Pilate for Rome’s permission
to have Him crucified. The governor was in no mood to deal
with Jewish priests at this hour of the day, however, he dressed
and met them.
Jesus stood calmly before Pilate. “Are you the King of the
Jews?”
Jesus replied, “Thou sayest.” Matthew 27:11.
“What hast thou done?”
Jesus answered, “My kingdom is not of this world: if my
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kingdom were of this world, then would my servants fight,
that I should not be delivered to the Jews...” John 18:36.
Pilate was amazed. “Art thou a king then?”
Jesus said, “Thou sayest that I am a King. To this end was
I born, and for this cause came I into the world, that I
should bear witness unto the truth. Everyone that is of the
truth heareth my voice.” John 18:37.
The governor asked Jesus, “What is truth?” but without wai�ng
for the answer, he went out to the Jews.
“I find in Him no fault at all.” John 18:38.
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The Jewish leaders were beside themselves. ‘SurelyPilate is
not going to release Jesus? ‘Crucify Him. Crucify Him’, they
cried.
The governor was at a loss to know what to do, and he was
afraid. Obviously these Jews would accept nothing but a
condemnation. He knew the power these men could wield.
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Pilate had Jesus scourged, hoping to appease the Jewish
leaders.
The Roman soldiers made sport of the suffering Saviour,
crowning Him with thorns and placing a purple robe on His
shoulders. Mockingly they bowed their knees, “Hail, King of
the Jews.” John 19:1-3.
Jesus was brought before the Jewish leaders, s�ll clad in the
royal robe and crown of thorns. The cry went up again,
“Crucify Him.”
The Jews then tell Pilate, “We have a law, and by our law
he ought to die, because he made himself the Son of
God.” John 19:7.
When Pilate heard those words he was even more afraid. He
went back to the judgment hall. “Whence art thou?” John
19:9. Jesus remained silent.
“Speakest not to me… I have power to crucify thee…”
John 19:10.
“Thou couldest have no power at all against me, except it
were given thee from above…” John 19:11.
Again Pilate tried to release Jesus. He brought Him before the
leaders and said, “Behold your King.” John 19:14. Acts 3:13.
When the Jewish leaders realised Pilate was trying to free
Jesus, they cried out, “If thou let this man go, thou art not
Caesar’s friend: whosoever maketh himself a king
speaketh against Caesar.” John 19:12.
Pilate responded, “Shall I crucify your King?” John 19:15.
“We have no king but Caesar”, came the answer.
“Who will I release, Jesus or Barabbas?” Ma�hew 27:17.
“Barabbas”, they yelled. Ma�hew 27:21. Acts 3:14.
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“When Pilate saw that he could prevail nothing, but that
rather a tumult was made, he took water, and washed his
hands before the multitude, saying, I am innocent of the
blood of this just person: see ye to it.” Matthew 27:24.
The chief priests and the mul�tude called out, “His blood be
on us and on our children.” Matthew 27:25.
It is shocking how far these men were willing to go. Their
hatred for Rome paled into insignificance compared to their
hatred of God’s innocent Son.
Jesus was then led away to
Golgotha to be crucified. 19
When they reached the place of
a skull, they nailed Jesus to the
cross. He made no complaint.
His calm demeanour was in
contrast to the other two
prisoners who screamed as the
nails ripped into the flesh.
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While being nailed to the cross, Jesus cried out, “Father,
forgive them, they know not what they do.” Luke 23:34.
What humility! What love!
Jesus suffered the pain of crucifixion, but the heaviest weight
was the sin placed upon Him, my sins and your sins. Ponder
this thought -- Jesus Christ suffered all these indigni�es for my
sins. 1 Peter 2:24.
Pilate wrote a title for the cross in three languages -- La�n,
Greek and Hebrew – JESUSOFNAZARETHKING OF THEJEWS.
John 19:19.20. The chief priests were incensed and requested
it be changed to ‘He said, I am the King of the Jews.’
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Pilate replied, “What I have written I have written.” John
19:22.
These words were inspired by God the Father for all the world
to see that His Son was officially crucified by His own people.
Nothing could change that fact. They had crucified their King
and chosen Caesar, condemning their Messiah to death. 20
The middle of the last week of Daniel’s prophecy had arrived
and Israel had rejected the Messiah.
Surrounding the crosses were many men and women. The
chief priests, elders and scribes were there too. They shook their
heads in mockery, “Thou that destroyest the temple and
buildest it in three days, save thyself. If thou be the Son
of God, come down from the cross.” Matthew 27:40.
Li�le did they realise that Jesus could have come down from
the cross, but salva�on for human beings would not have been
possible.
Mocking voices con�nued. “He saved others; himself He
cannot save. If He be the King of Israel, let Him now
come down from the cross, and we will believe Him.”
Matthew 27:42. These wicked men would not have believed if
Jesus came down from the cross.
“He trusted in God; let Him deliver Him now, if He will
have Him, for He said, I am the Son of God.” Matthew
27:43. Jesus stayed on the cross to pay the penalty for the sins
of even those who despised Him!
Oh how cruel is the human heart when it does the bidding of
the enemy. The hours dragged by so slowly. Jesus rested in
His Father’s love.
At midday the sky suddenly darkened, and the people
panicked.
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What is happening? Havewe crucified the Messiah?
This darkness was not an eclipse. It was supernatural,
produced by the Father to hide the suffering of His Son. 21
Jesus felt so alone.
“Eloi,
eloi,
lama
sabachthani?”
The
Father was beside the
cross, but Jesus did not
discern Him.
“My
God, my God, why
hast thou forsaken
me?” Matthew 27:46.
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Jesus was dying alone and the Father must allow it. Can you
feel the pain of God as He watched His beloved Son?
It was almost 3.00pm (still 14th Nissan) in Jerusalem.
Jesus was dying a sinner, not for His own sins, but the sins of
humanity, and God could not do anything. It will be the same
when the lost pay their own penalty – God must remain apart
from them.
It was the sins of Jews, Romans, Gen�les, and every other
person on earth that took Jesus’ life. The weight of those sins
upon His heart caused it to rupture, and He died of a broken
heart.
Suddenly Jesus called out in a loud voice, “Father, into thy
hands I commend my spirit.” Matthew 27:50. Luke 23:46.
His heart had collapsed from the strain.
Before He breathed His last, Jesus said, “It is finished.” John
19:30. These words were directed to His Father – the covenant
was complete. Salvation was assured for the human race.
John 17:4.
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The Father looked at His beloved Son. His head was bowed in
death, and God was sa�sfied. Isaiah 53:10.
“And behold, the earth did quake, and the rocks rent.”
Matthew 27:51.
To make certain Jesus was dead, a soldier pierced His side with
a spear, and out flowed “blood and water.” John 19:34.
The moment Jesus died, God the Father tore the veil in the
temple between the holy place and the most holy place from
the top to the bottom, signifying that the services of the
sanctuary were over. Holiness had departed long ago. 22
Matthew 27:51.
Meanwhile, the disciples felt all was lost. They s�ll had no
idea of the work Messiah came to do. His death was to them
the end – how could He sit upon the throne in Jerusalem
and break the heathen with “a rod of iron” now that He was
dead? Psalm 2:8.9.
Was Hethe Messiah after all?
Utterly heart-broken, the disciples went back to the upper
room and cried. They locked the door just in case the temple
police came for them. John 20:19.
And yet, all heaven rejoiced. Jesus had been victorious over
sin and over the devil. The Father’s heart overflowed with love
for His Son.
Two men who had not publicly professed their faith in Jesus
came to the cross bringing spices to honour the One they now
believed to be the Messiah – Joseph of Arimathea and
Nicodemus. John 19:38.39.
Gaining approval from Pilate, these men carefully took the
body of Jesus from the cross and carried Him to the garden
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close by. It was here that Joseph had his own sepulchre hewn
in the rock. 23
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A�er chiselling the grave a little longer to accommodate the
Saviour, and wrapping His body in a clean linen cloth with the
spices, the men rolled the stone in place. And with the women
who followed them, they left. John 19:40-42.
It was almost the Sabbath and they would keep the day holy.
Luke 23:50-56. Mark 15:43-47.
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Chapter 12 --

Legal Right

The first feast of the temple services was Passover (Pesach) on
Nissan 14th. It happened to be a Friday that year, the
Prepara�on day for the Sabbath.
At 3.00pm on this day, Messiah died.
Immediately the everlas�ng covenant of the Father and Son
was ra�fied, signed and sealed with the precious blood of
Jesus. Hebrews 9:15-20.
At the same �me the covenant made with Abraham was
vindicated. It had not been ratified with blood, as had the
Mosaic covenant, but had waited un�l the moment of
Messiah’s death.
The Abrahamic covenant is in reality God’s everlasting
covenant, but it is mentioned separately because of the
promises given to Abraham for those of faith. They are assured
of their fulfilment by two immutable things that cannot fail –
the promise and the oath of God. Hebrews 6:17.18.
God’s great covenant of grace is known as the new covenant
because it was dedicated after the Mosaic covenant, although
it has been from the beginning.
At Sinai, God offered His divine covenant to Israel, but the
majority refused to believe. Neither could they enter the
promised land, “because of unbelief.” Hebrews 3:19.
God accepted their promise and provided them with symbols
and ceremonies to teach salva�on and obedience through
faith. For centuries Israel had sacrificed animals and conducted
ceremonies and rites, but few saw them as lessons of faith.
Instead, they became rituals without meaning.
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Now that Messiah had died, all the “sacrifices and oblations”
ceased, as Daniel had prophesied. Daniel 9:27.
The offering of innocent animals for the forgiveness of sins was
no longer necessary, as the Lamb of God had been slain. His
blood was sufficient. God had made “… the first old. Now
that which decayeth and waxeth old is ready to vanish
away.” Hebrews 8:13. 24
The covenant at Sinai had been furnished by God, but these
precious ar�cles were not for their own personal gra�fica�on.
They were to be used to share the truth of salva�on with the
nations of the world.
Everything God had given Israel was to be held as a trust, the
“adoption, the glory, and the covenants, and the giving of
the law, and the service of God, and the promises.”
Romans 9:4. They were to be guardians of God’s law.
Instead, these privileges were hoarded. Israel had come to the
conclusion that everything belonged exclusively to them, and
they kept it all to themselves.
When they had crucified God’s Son, Israel forfeited its claim to
God’s protec�on, and He was released from involvement with
them.
A�er Yeshua’s death, God had a legal right to rescind His
permission for Israel to use the sanctuary and its services.
The sacrificial system was made
void, the ordinances, rites,
ceremonies, washings, drinks,
feasts, everything relating to the
services of the sanctuary. Israel
had no right to continue using
God’s property, but He said
nothing.
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In forty years, everything would be taken away, never to be
returned.
Four hundred years earlier, God had the sacred furniture of the
temple removed from Israel’s care -- the ark of the covenant,
the table of showbread, the menorah, and the altar of incense.
They were to be protected, not only from Babylonian idolatry,
but from Israel’s idolatry. The Ten Commandments continued
to tes�fy against Israel’s sinfulness, even hidden away in a cave
under Jerusalem. Romans 3:19.
Israel’s promises made with God at Sinai were faulty. The fault
was not with God, but “with them”, the people. Hebrews 8:8.
When they chose Caesar and crucified His Son, God ended His
rela�onship with Israel. Legally He had the right.
His jus�ce is part of His love, and the cross demonstrates it.
o Yeshua’s death fulfilled the types and symbols that had
for thousands of years pointed to Him.
o His death ratified the covenant He had made with His
Father in eternity.
o His death demonstrated the wrath of God against sin.
Yeshua becamesin for us (yet He was without sin), and
His Father allowed Him to be crucified, showing clearly
that God will not tolerate sin and ungodliness in anyone.
Nor will He accept men who hold the truth in
unrighteousness. Romans 1:18. Hebrews 4:15. Ezekiel
3:20.
o Jesus’ death demonstrated the righteousness of God,
showing that God is not par�al, and that His jus�ce is
righteous. It reveals God’s love for the human race in
allowing His own Son to die for us, then giving salva�on
to us as a gift to be received by faith. Romans 1:17.
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o His death demonstrated to the universe that God the
Father had every legal right to banish Lucifer and his
angelic followers from heaven.
o His death legally crushed Satan’s head, beginning the
countdown to his literal death. The devil knows he has
only a “short time” le�. Revela�on 12:12.
o Yeshua’s death ended the Levi�cal priesthood and
ministra�on in the earthly sanctuary, replacing it with the
Melchisadec priesthood, and the ministration of Jesus our
high priest in the heavenly sanctuary. Hebrews 6:20.
7:26. 8:1.
o His death marked the close of proba�on for na�onal
Israel’s religious preroga�ves – the sacrifices, rites and
ceremonies. It also brought to an end their na�onal
privileges, and their right to the land of Israel.
o Yeshua’s death legally gave God the right to remove His
hand of blessing over Israel.
o The death of Jesus showed that the moral law of Ten
Commandments is immutable. If the law could be
changed or abrogated, Jesus need not have died.
Although totally innocent of sin in thought, word or deed,
Jesus took our sins, and died a sinner,thus confirming the
law’s claims – “the wages of sin is death.” Romans
6:23.
God had offered Israel His covenantover and over again, but
few received it.
It was offered by Jeremiah. “Behold the days come, saith
the Lord, that I will make a new covenant with the house
of Israel and with the house of Judah, not according to the
covenant that I made with their fathers in the day that I
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took them… out of the land of Egypt…. I will put my law in
their inward parts, and write it in their hearts; and will be
their God, and they shall be my people.” Jeremiah 31:3133.
It was offered by Ezekiel, “I will give them one heart, and I
will put a new spirit within you; and I will take the stony
heart out of their flesh, and will give them an heart of
flesh: that they may walk in my statutes, and keep mine
ordinances, and do them…” Ezekiel 11:19.20. Hebrews
8:9.10.
Why did Israel continue attempting to keep the law in their
own strength when the covenant providing the power was
available to them? It had not been withdrawn.
From the �me they answered at Sinai, “All that the Lord has
said we will do”, Israel has continued to believe righteousness
is possible to man without the Spirit of God. Exodus 19:8.
Paul said of them, “I bear them record that they have a zeal
of God, but not according to knowledge. For they being
ignorant of God’s righteousness, and going about to
establish their own righteousness, have not submitted
themselves unto the righteousness of God.” Romans
10:2.3.
Today it is an ingrained belief.
With no temple and no
sacrifice, there is nothing else for them to do but believe they
can gain heaven by their own good works.
It is a very sad situa�on, for “…without the shedding of blood
is no remission.” Hebrews 9:22. Levi�cus 17:11. Forgiveness
of sin is by confession and faith in the shed blood of Jesus. 1
John 1:7.9.
Abraham understood.
He “believed God, and it was
counted unto him for righteousness.” Romans 4:3.
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David understood. “Behold, I have longed after thy
precepts: quicken me in thy righteousness. Mine eyes
fail for thy salvation, and for the word of thy
righteousness.” Psalm 119:40.123.
Isaiah understood. “No weapon that is formed against thee
shall prosper… This is the heritage of the servants of the
Lord, and their righteousness is of me, saith the Lord.”
Isaiah 54:17.
Jeremiah understood. “In those days will I cause the Branch
of righteousness to grow up unto David; and he shall
execute judgment and righteousness in the land… and in
those days shall Judah be saved, and Jerusalem shall
dwell safely: and this is the name wherewith she shall be
called, THE LORD OUR RIGHTEOUSNESS.” Jeremiah
33:15.16.
Paul put it this way, “Christ is the end of the law for
righteousness to everyone that believeth.” Romans 10:4. He
is not saying Christ put an end to the law as some Christians
believe, but that righteousness is not from the law, it is from
the Messiah Himself.
If Israel had accepted Yeshua as God’s Son and Messiah, and
been obedient to the law through His strength, they would
have been known as a righteous na�on. Deuteronomy 4:6-8.
Isaiah 26:2. Jerusalem would have become a tes�mony of
righteousness to the world. Isaiah 2:2.3.
However, the people of Israel clung to their covenant and
refused to relinquish it.
‘We have Abraham for our father’. No, replied Jesus, “If ye
were Abraham’s children, ye would do the works of
Abraham.” John 8:39.
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‘We have the temple and its rites and ceremonies.’ No, replied
Jeremiah, “Trust ye not in lying words saying, The temple
of the Lord, the temple of the Lord… are these…”
Jeremiah 7:3.4.
‘God choseJerusalemfor the temple.’ He did, said Jesus, but
the temple will be destroyed and “not one stone shall be left
upon another…” Luke 21:6.
‘We have the oracles of God…’ No, they are not yours. You
were to be their guardians and to share them with the world.
But you have kept them to yourselves, as if they were yours
alone. Acts 7:53. Luke 13:28. Romans 9:4.
‘We are the chosenpeople.’ No Israel, you were chosen for a
purpose. That purpose has now been fulfilled as far as you
could fulfil it in your sinfulness. God will now use others.
“When the Jewish people rejected the Messiah, God took
from them the kingdom and gave it to the Gentiles. He
will continue to work on this principle with every branch of
His work.
If a church proves unfaithful to the word of the Lord, no
matter how high and sacred their calling, the Lord can no
longer work with them. Others are then chosen to bear
important responsibilities.
But if these in turn do not purify their lives from every
wrong action; if they do not establish pure and holy
principles in all their borders, then the Lord will grievously
afflict and humble them, and unless they repent, will
remove them from their place and make them a
reproach.” Manuscript Release Vol 14. p102.
Israel had received innumerable warnings for over 1500 years,
but to no avail. The blessings would now be withdrawn and
the curses permitted. Romans 10:18.21.
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Chapter 13 --

Shadows

Paul tells us that the ordinances given Israel were “a shadow
of things to come; but the body is of Christ (Messiah).”
Colossians 2:17.
Not only were they not the ‘real thing’, they did not reveal
exactly what they foreshadowed. Hebrews 10:1. For instance,
the sacrificial animals portrayed the shedding of innocent
blood, but there is no way they could reveal God’s love in
giving His only-begotten Son to die for sinners.
The sacrifices were “not the very image” of reality, but
shadows of the Messiah.
All the ceremonies and rites were “figures for the time then
present”, standing “only in meats and drinks, and divers
washings, and carnal ordinances, imposed upon them
until the time of reformation”, the coming of the Messiah.
Hebrews 9:10.11.
It was God’s desire that Israel look beyond the symbols and
ceremonies and see the Lamb of God to come. Every law,
every sacrifice and every ceremony portrayed the Messiah and
the plan of salva�on. If men and women would perceive the
symbolic meaning and in faith worship their Creator with true
surrendered hearts, God would unite them with His covenant
of grace, and clothe them with Messiah’s perfect robe of
righteousness. Isaiah 61:10.
However, all the gifts and sacrifices “could not make him that
did the service perfect, as pertaining to the conscience…
for the law (it’s ceremonies and sacrifices) having a shadow
of good things, can never with those sacrifices which they
offered year by year continually make the comers
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thereunto perfect… for it is not possible that the blood of
bulls and of goats should take away sin.” Hebrews 9:9.10.
10:1.4.
The fulfilment of true cleansing could not take place in reality
until the Messiah had fulfilled the covenant with His Father and
died the supreme sacrifice. In the meantime, each faithful
Israelite received a promissory note so to speak, or a postdated cheque to Calvary, which could then be cashed by God
because of His Son’s faithfulness and shed blood. Of course,
for prior genera�ons it would be a posthumous imputa�on, as
they would all be asleep in their graves.
“Jesus Christ….. whom God hath set forth to be a
propitiation through faith in his blood, to declare his
righteousness for the remission of sins that are past,
through the forbearance of God; to declare, I say, at this
time his righteousness: that he might be just, and the
justifier of him which believeth in Jesus.” Romans 3: 25.26.
Paul was giving encouragement to those who had accepted
Yeshua as the Messiah, but he also spoke of the thousands of
faithful men and women of previous ages who had since passed
to their rest without receiving true forgiveness.
God held a record of their faith in the great sacrifice to come,
and through the death of His beloved Son, He could validate it.
Levi�cus 4:20.
Oh, the patience of God!
Every ceremony was vital for teaching Israel the plan of
salva�on. The feasts in par�cular were important. Some were
memorials of their deliverance from Egypt, but many taught
things to come.
However, once Messiah had died on the cross, there was no
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purpose to the typical ceremonies. The shadow had become
the reality. For Israel, the shadow had disappeared, just as
shadows do when the sun is covered by cloud.
Today believers in Jesus do not dwell in the shade, in the dark
shadow of types, but in the light. Instead of worshipping that
which has passed away, we see the glorious rays of divine light
streaming from heaven.
Not all of the feasts were fulfilled when Jesus died, but once a
feast was fulfilled, it was no longer necessary to keep the
shadowy ceremony. Instead, the reality became the focus.
Passover was fulfilled on the 14th Nissan by the death of
Yeshua, however, the covering of blood is necessary every day
to shield us from the enemy who is stalking us like a “roaring
lion.” 1 Peter 5:8.
Nissan 15th was the first day of the second feast in the yearly
round of salvational feasts. 25 It was a ‘ceremonial’ sabbath,
and no ma�er on which day it fell, everyone rested. This feast
of Unleavened Bread lasted seven days, the last day also being
a ceremonialsabbath. 26
The feast of Unleavened Bread was a reminder to Israel of not
being able to wait for their bread to rise when they le� Egypt.
Matzah bread without leaven represented the Messiah who
was without sin. (matza, matzo, matzot – flat bread)
On the last day of the feast, the people remembered their
deliverance from the Egyp�ans, and they rejoiced.
When Jesus was in the tomb, it was the first day of Unleavened
Bread, as well as the Sabbath of the fourth commandment.
While all Israel rested, so too did the Messiah, even in death.
He kept the ceremonial sabbath and the memorial of His work
of crea�on.
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But it was more than that – the Sabbath was a sign of
sanc�fica�on.
“Verily my Sabbaths ye shall keep: for it is a sign between
me and you throughout your generations; that ye may
know that I am the Lord thy God that doth sanctify you.”
Exodus 31:13. 27
Jesus had come to our world to provide a way for man to be
redeemed from sin, and as He lay in the tomb He tes�fied that
He had finished His work of redemp�on. The human race had
been “purchased with His own blood.”
Acts 20:28.
Ephesians 1:14.
As the Creator, Jesus has the power to recreate those who
accept Him. He sanc�fies them and sets them apart for a holy
use, then day by day He fulfils His promise to complete the
work He has begun them before He returns. Philippians 1:6.
The following day, the 16th Nissan, the second
day of Unleavened Bread, also called the feast
of Firs�ruits, the priest took a sheaf of barley
from the crop and waved it before the Lord.
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The barley was ready to be harvested, and in thankfulness, a
ripe sheaf was waved in the temple. Levi�cus 23:20.
The wave sheaf also spoke of the Messiah who would be the
first fruits from the dead. “… Christ the firstfruits, afterward
they that are Christ’s at His coming.” 1 Corinthians 15:20.
On this day, the third day a�er His crucifixion, Jesus was raised
from the dead.
He became the “firstfruits of them that
slept.” 1 Corinthians 15:20.
When Jesus died, graves were opened, and when He rose from
the dead, they did also. We do not know who these people
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were, but they also became firs�ruits from the dead. Matthew
27:52.53. Revela�on 4:4. 5:9.
From the day of Firs�ruits, Israel was to count fifty days (or
seven Sabbaths) to the next feast of Pentecost (Shavu’ot).
Levi�cus 23:15.16.
On this day, the priests were to wave two wholegrain wheat
loaves before the Lord in thankfulness for the wheat harvest.
These loaves were to be baked with leaven. In this instance
leaven did not represent sin, but the work of the Spirit on the
hearts of all who would be resurrected on the day Jesus
returns.
During the next four months, there were no feasts. It was
Summer and all the newly planted crops were growing.
On 1st day of the seventh month of Tishri, the feast of
Trumpets took place. Levi�cus 23:24.25. When the trumpet
sounded in Israel, it was a warning of the coming Day of
Atonement on the 10th of the month. It would be Yom Kippur,
the day for placing blood on the mercy seat.
Levi�cus
16:14.15.
Between Trumpets and Yom Kippur was a �me of prepara�on
and confession of sin. Today it is called ‘days of awe’ in
Judaism. Levi�cus 23:27.
If a person had not confessed their sins upon an innocent
animal prior to the 10th of the month, they could not receive
forgiveness, for the sins must already be in the sanctuary.
Yom Kippur was the day to cleanse the sanctuary from the
year’s accumulated sin. 28 It was a strict ceremonialsabbath
when everyone must “afflict their souls”. Anyone found
working on this day would be cut off from Israel. Levi�cus
23:27-31.
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Aaron was to take two goats and cast lots, one the Lord’s as a
sin offering; the other the scapegoat, Azazel. Levi�cus
16:8. 29
“Then shall he kill the goat of the sin offering, that is for
the people, and bring his blood within the vail… and
sprinkle it upon the mercy seat; And he shall make an
atonement for the holy place… because of their
transgressions in all their sins: and so shall he do for the
tabernacle of the congregation…
And he shall go out unto the altar (of sacrifice) that is
before the Lord, and make an atonement for it… And he
shall sprinkle of the blood upon it with his finger seven
times, and cleanse it, and hallow it from the uncleanness
of the children of Israel.” Levi�cus 16:15-19.
The high priest then laid his hands on Azazel the live goat and
confessed upon him all the sins of the children of Israel. The
goat was taken away by a fit man into the uninhabited
wilderness where it would die. Levi�cus 16:21.22. Israel was
now completely clean.
Yom Kippur completed the yearly demonstra�on of salva�on.
Without it, the services were not complete, and the sins would
remain in the sanctuary.
Not only was Yom Kippur a day of cleansing for the most holy
place, the holy place, the altar of sacrifice, for the priests and
for the people, it was a day of judgment, the most important
day of the year. Levi�cus 16:30.
In Judaism today, Yom Kippur is s�ll the most important and
holiest day, a strict fast for 26 hours. It is called “Shabbat
Sabbaton, the Sabbath of Sabbaths.”
On this day Jews believe they are “purified and cleansed,
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giving them a new start”, but without the blood, there can be
no forgiveness. Hebrews 9:22.
The message to all Jews from the Temple Ins�tute is: “Gemar
Chatima Tova! May we all be signed and sealed in the
Book of Life”. www.templeins�tute.org
The feast of Tabernacles (Sukkot) followed five days later, on
the 15th Tishri. It was a feast of seven days, but with an extra
day, ending on the 22nd. This was a feast of celebra�on, not
only for forgiveness and cleansing, but for ripened crops that
were all safe in the storehouses.
Sukkot reminded Israel of their wilderness wanderings, and to
commemorate it, every household built a temporary booth (a
Sukkah) of branches and leaves in which to eat their meals,
even sleep in. Everyone rejoiced in the goodness of the Lord.
God had commanded, “… you will only be happy.”
Deuteronomy 16:15. (Masore�c transla�on)
Tabernacles also spoke of the coming kingdom of God where
the devil, sin and death would be gone forever.

www.turnbacktogod.com
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On that wonderful day, there will be rejoicing in all things, for
God will “wipe away all tears from their eyes; and there
shall be more death, neither sorrow, nor crying, neither
shall there be any more pain: for the former things are
passed away.” Revelation 21:4.
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Chapter 14 – Prophetic

Symbols

It is important to remember that the feasts were also prophe�c
symbols of future events.
Passover represented the death of Jesus as the angel of death
passed over the houses with blood on their doorposts. Today
the blood on the doorpost represents the heart. When the
angel of death passes over during the seven last plagues, the
blood will protect. If there is no blood, it will mean death, just
as in Egypt, not only the first born, but for all.
At Pentecost, Jesus poured out His Spirit that His message of
salva�on might go to the world in power. It was the former
rain, germina�ng the seed of those who surrendered. The
la�er rain will fill out and mature the wheat just before the
harvest.
In Israel, the feast of Trumpets was on the 1st of the seventh
month. We need to consider if this feast has been fulfilled.
The best way is to remember that a�er it comes the cleansing
of the sanctuary and judgment.
You will remember Daniel’s second vision made him sick.
Gabriel had told him, “Unto two thousand and three score
days (evening-ereb, morning-boker), then shall the
sanctuary be cleansed (tsadaq).” Daniel 8:14. 30
If we can understand the �me of the cleansing, we will know
the trumpet must have sounded.
Daniel did not understand the �me from his first vision, but
when Gabriel returned with his second vision, he was given the
answer. Daniel’s mind was on the sanctuary in Jerusalem, and
he wondered when it would be rebuilt. Li�le did he realise
that even the second temple would be destroyed.
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Today there is no sanctuary in Jerusalem, but there is one in
heaven. “We have such an high priest, who is set on the
right hand of the throne of the Majesty in the heavens, a
minister of the sanctuary, and of the true tabernacle,
which the Lord pitched, and not man.” Hebrews 8:1.2.
Hebrews describes the heavenly sanctuary as having the same
furniture as the earthly temple. “And after the second veil,
the tabernacle which is called the Holiest of all, which had
the golden censer, and the ark of the covenant overlaid
round about with gold, wherein was… the tables of the
covenant. And over it the cherubims of glory shadowing
the mercy seat…” Hebrews 9:1-5.
This is the great original, of which the earthly sanctuary was a
copy. The cleansing of the sanctuary would take place in the
heavenly sanctuary, not in Jerusalem on earth.
But does the heavenly sanctuary need cleansing?
According to the type, the confessed sins of Israel were
transferred by the priest to the sanctuary, and on the Day of
Atonement, the sanctuary was cleansed. The sins were then
placed on the live goat to perish in the wilderness.
In the same way, the heavenly sanctuary must be cleansed, as
we too have confessed our sins to our heavenly priest Jesus,
who is a priest of the Order of Melchisedec.
“It is therefore necessary that the patterns of things in the
heavens should be purified with these, but the heavenly
things themselves with better sacrifices than these…. So
Christ was once offered to bear the sins of many; and
unto them that look for him shall he appear the second
time without sin unto salvation.” Hebrews 9:23.28.
During the cleansing of the heavenly sanctuary, the record of
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every person’s sins will be wiped clean. Jesus will no longer
bear them, so that when He comes a second time, He will be
free of all sins forever. Hebrews 9:28.
When will the heavenly sanctuary be cleansed?
Again we need to look at Gabriel’s words. Remember, Daniel
was praying for the forgiveness of Israel and the angel
appeared before him, and said, “O Daniel, I am now come
forth to give thee skill and understanding.
At the
beginning of thy supplications the commandment came
forth, and I am come to shew thee; for thou art greatly
beloved: therefore understand the matter, and consider
the vision.” Daniel 9:22.23.
Daniel was now to consider the previous vision of which he had
no understanding, especially regarding the “evening and
morning”, the ereb-boker. Daniel 8:14.26.
The only connection between the two prophecies is the
starting date. If the date for Daniel 9 does not give a beginning
for Daniel 8, there is no way to understand when the sanctuary
would be cleansed.
Gabriel also said, “Seventy weeks are determined upon thy
people and upon thy holy city…” Daniel 9:24. The word
‘determined’ is chathak in Hebrew, which means ‘allo�ed,
decreed, cut off’. It tells us that the ‘seventy weeks’ are cut off
from the larger vision of the 2300 days. 31
www.sdanet.org
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Thus the date of 457BC which began the ‘seventy weeks’, also
begins the 2300 days. Counting 2300 years from 457BC gives
the date 1844 for the cleansing of the sanctuary. 32
Gabriel had previously said, “The vision of the evening and
the morning … shall be for many days.” Daniel 8:26.
Beginning the 2300 days (again, a day equals a year) in 457BC
and coun�ng to 1844 is a very long �me.
It meant the
cleansing of the sanctuary would not be “for many days.”
In the type the final three feasts were in the seventh month,
making it a yearly enactment of salva�on, seven months in all.
So the period was short.
The antitype however must wait the long period of 2300 years
before the cleansing could commence. It would also last longer
than one day to complete, culminating just prior to the return
of Christ.
The judgment in Israel on Yom Kippur was a type of the
judgment that will take place for those who have their sins in
the heavenly sanctuary. 33
The fulfilment of this feast has been in progress since 1844, and
is con�nuing today. The Book of Life gives the names of those
who have surrendered their lives in faith to the Saviour, and
when their record of sin is placed before our Advocate, it must
have all the sins pardoned with His blood.
If the blood is there, Jesus can turn to His Father, who is
presiding at the judgment, and say, ‘My blood Father, My
blood.’ The record of sin is then wiped out.
If the judgment began in 1844, the fulfilment of the feast of
trumpets must have been just prior to that �me. If you go back
into history to the mid-1800s, you will see that it did sound,
113

calling men and women to repent and study the book of
Daniel.
The message of the first angel of Revela�on 14:12 also began in
1844. “And I saw another angel fly in the midst of heaven,
having the everlasting gospel to preach unto them that
dwell on the earth, and to every nation, and kindred, and
tongue, and people, saying, Fear God, and give glory to
him; for the hour of his judgment is come: and worship
him that made heaven, and earth, and the sea, and the
fountains of waters.” Revela�on 14:6.7. (The angel in v9 is called
the third angel, so above is the first angel’s message)

You will no�ce the words, “his judgment is come”. This shows
that the judgment has begun and the sanctuary is being
cleansed.
In Israel, the Yom Kippur services closed proba�on for every
person in the na�on for the year, so too will the completion of
the heavenly judgment close proba�on for the human race, but
for all time.
God will give His final decree, “He that is unjust, let him be
unjust still; and he which is filthy, let him be filthy still; and
he that is righteous, let him be righteous still; and he that
is holy, let him be holy still.” Revelation 22:11. 34
When proba�on closes, nothing can change, and retribu�on
will immediately begin for the lost. The seven last plagues will
be poured out upon men and women who have rejected the
gi� of God’s beloved Son. Revelation 16:1-21.
During this fearful �me, God’s people will be protected by the
blood and powerful guardian angels. It will be a difficult time,
but they cannot be lost. Psalm 91:7-10. Revelation 14:12.
When Jesus returns, His reward is with Him, “to give every
man according as his work shall be.” Revela�on 22:12.
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Psalms 62:12. Rewards are not given before a judgment has
inves�gated a case and given its verdict! Matthew 22:11-14.
At the end of the plagues, Jesus will return and the saved will
go with Him to the heavenly Jerusalem. John 14:1-3. Those
left behind will die from the chaos and destruc�on upon the
earth, and from the “brightness of His coming.”
2
35
Thessalonians 2:8.
Many men and women have accepted Jesus by faith, but did
not maintain their commitment. They do not have the blood
for the la�er part of their lives. When they do not rise with the
saints, they will be horrified. It will seem to them God has
made a mistake.
But a judgment will have searched every detail of their life’s
record in the presence of “ten thousand times ten thousand”
angels, and come to its just conclusion – they are not worthy.
Daniel 7:9.10. Ecclesiastes 12:13.14.
Yes, the heavenly sanctuary must be cleansed, but God’s
people must also be cleaned. At the end, the judgment will
pass to the living. If you and I s�ll have sins unconquered or
unconfessed, Jesus cannot vindicate us in the judgment, and
our names will be removed from the Book of Life. Then we
must pay for our own sins in the second death. Revela�on 3:5.
20:15. 36
Those who are faithful “keep the commandments of God,
and the faith of Jesus”, not to be saved, but as loving
children. Revela�on 14:12. Ma�hew 19:17.
“Blessed are they that do his commandments, that they
may have right to the tree of life, and may enter in through
the gates into the city.” Revela�on 22:14. 37
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Chapter 15 --

Miracle

As shown earlier, the salvational services of the sanctuary
began with Passover and ended with Yom Kippur.
On Tishri 10th, the high priest entered the most holy place and
placed the blood of the Lord’s goat on the mercy seat of the
ark of the covenant. When this ceremony had concluded,
Israel’s provision for salva�on was finished for the year.
Thus, Yom Kippur completed the salvation year. Unless this
ceremony took place in the seventh month, the services were
incomplete.
Remember, these animal sacrifices had no efficacy for actual
forgiveness. The blood of Messiah was needed to validate the
faith of all who believed and obeyed God, including the high
priest. Hebrews 9:9-15.
Every year throughout the centuries the blood of the Lord’s
goat had been placed on the mercy seat. To bring those
services to a close, God planned for His Son’s precious blood to
be placed on the mercy seat.
How was this possible? Jesus died at Passover in the first
month! Yom Kippur took place in the seventh month!
It began when Jeremiah hid the furniture of the sanctuary in a
cave. The prophet was totally unaware of the miracle that
would take place over 600 years later. He simply chose a cave
that would keep the furniture safe.
Jerusalem is honeycombed with caves and tunnels. “Beneath
the Old City, one can walk hundreds of meters
underground, pray in subterranean spaces of worship and
see shows in subterranean caverns and halls.”
www.haaretz.com
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Many of the caves can be visited by tourists under supervision.
One is Zedekiah’s cave, believed to be where King Zedekiah hid
himself approximately 400 hundred years before Christ.

By Deror Avi (Own work) [GFDL (h�p://www.gnu.org/copyle�/fdl.html) or CC BY-SA
3.0 (h�ps://crea�vecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/3.0)], via Wikimedia Commons

It is a huge cavern with tunnels in all direc�ons. It was sealed
and forgotten un�l 1854 when the entrance was found near
the Damascus Gate by an American missionary.
In 1979, Ron Wyatt began searching for the ark of the covenant
with his two sons Ronny and Danny. They worked at ground
level along the cliff face. After some �me Ron no�ced a ‘shelflike’ niche in the face of the cliff. Digging deeper he found
another two niches. Ron thought signs may have been placed
in them.
At one �me the earth on the other side of the cliff face began
to look unstable and Ron feared it would soon collapse. They
moved further along and soon found they could dig beneath
the cliff wall, and continued to dig downward.
Some weeks later, Ron discovered a squarish rock, too symmet117

trical to be natural.
When it was li�ed, he found it
covered a square hole chiselled
into the bedrock. He removed
much debris from around it and
found it had a large crack
extending from it.

Wya� museum

A�er further excavation, he found three more square holes in
the bedrock. They looked like holes for crosses. Ron worked
in a hospital in Tennessee, and it was not un�l a year later he
was able to return to Jerusalem and see the square holes.
He extended a metal tape measure into the crack and although
he did not know if it reached the bottom, he knew it was quite
a way down.
Ron and his sons con�nued to dig outward from the cliff-face
and found what appeared to be the layout of a building,
perhaps an early Christian church.
Another hand-hewn rock nearly 61 cen�metres (2 feet) thick
was found. A por�on was protruding from the debris, and on
clearing the soil, it was seen to be of immense size. Ron
believed it might be the “great stone” that sealed the tomb of
Christ. Ma�hew 27:60.
The Garden Tomb is close by
where Ron and the boys
were digging.
This
sepulchre is believed to have
belonged to Joseph of
Arimathea, therefore the
tomb of Jesus. 38
Dreams�me # 95179010
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Ron measured the width of the groove outside the sepulchre.
He found it to be the same width as the large stone, but
sufficient leeway for the huge stone to be rolled across the
doorway.
Some years later Ron found out the stone was 4 metres (13
feet) in diameter, a perfect fit for the sepulchre.
A�er working for two years, Ron was ready to give up ever
finding the ark of the covenant. He and his sons had explored
the en�re cliff-face looking for an entrance into a cave or
tunnel, but had found none. They had discovered a number of
artefacts, but no tunnel to explore. 39
Ronny said they should dig into the rock of the cliff-face, but
Ron knew it would be very difficult and resisted. Danny
agreed they should try, and finally Ron agreed.
They began their work with
hammers and chisels and it
wasn’t long before they broke
into an open space.
Enlarging the hole, a cave was
discovered about 4.5 metres
(15 feet) in height and width.
Ron crawled into it. He was
actually inside Mount Moriah,
but no ark of the covenant.

Ron’s legs

www.arkdiscovery.com

For almost twelve months they explored the tunnels and caves
in the mountain, but found no evidence of any human
presence. Hours were spent chiselling through cave walls,
searching for adjacent tunnels. They found many, but no ark.
At the end of 1981 Ron and the boys took their holidays in
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Jerusalem, but it was winter and they all became ill. The boys
were sent home, but Ron felt he should stay. He did not know
what to do, so he prayed and asked the Lord to guide him.
He had often hired locals to help with the excava�on, and this
�me was no excep�on. A young local Arab boy had been
found trustworthy in the past, and he was again hired. He
was of small build and could crawl through passages with ease.
The boy would go into a passage and if he saw anything
worthwhile, it would be enlarged for Ron to crawl through.
One of the tunnels took them straight up. It was a �ght
tunnel, too small for Ron, so he sent the young boy. A�er
enlarging it somewhat Ron crawled through. At the other end
they saw another passageway with a stalactite hanging from
the opening. Ron felt it might be guarding something.
He broke the stalactite off and peered through the hole, but
could see nothing. He enlarged it and shone his torch into the
darkness. It was a cave full of rocks, with a small clearance
between them and ceiling.
The boy crawled into the tunnel. Almost as soon as he had
done so, he backed out in a hurry, saying, ‘What’s in there?
What’s in there?’ He was shaking and his eyes were filled with
terror. He left the cave and Ron never saw him again.
Of course, this experience sparked Ron’s interest. What wasin
there? He was now alone in the cave system.
He chiselled the hole big enough to crawl through and shone
his flashlight onto the rocks. S�ll lying on his stomach, he
slowly began to remove some rocks. Beneath them were dry
wooden �mbers. Underneath these were the remains of
animal skins, so powdery they broke away as he moved them.
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Ron then saw a glimpse of the gold of a veneered table with a
raised crown around the side. He knewthis was the table of
shewbread. Exodus 37:10-12.
Moving slowly over the rocks, he shone his torch around the
chamber. The ceiling was low and the rocks high. It was
difficult.
Something caught Ron’s eye -- a crack in the ceiling.
He crawled over and slowly removed some of the rocks near
the crack. He found a stone case that also had a crack. He
looked closer at the crack in the ceiling and saw that it had a
black substance on it, some of which had fallen on the stone
case.
It only took a moment for him to realise that this crack must
have begun at the cross hole seen above. And the black
substance? It could only be dried blood.
Was this the blood of Jesus?
He knew that when the soldiers pierced Jesus’ side, blood and
water had flowed down His body in copious amounts. It would
have fallen through the crack at the base of the cross.
When Ron came to the realisa�on of what he was looking at,
he fainted. This was his Saviour’s blood.
Half an hour later he came to and knew why they had to spend
three years digging outside the mountain. If the cross holes
had not been found, he would not have realised the
connection.
Ron was at a loss to know what to do. Obviously there was an
entrance with enough room for Jeremiah and the priests to
carry the furniture into the chamber.
But where was it?
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www.arkdiscovery.com. Art – Jim Pinkoski
The ark has been added to Jim’s drawing to
make the message clearer.
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He did not report his find to the authori�es, but told a few
close friends.
A�er some weeks he decided to report it to the Israel
Department of Antiquities. They asked if he had mentioned it
to anyone, and a�er saying he had told a few friends, they said
to say no more.
The Israeli government knew how important this find was to
thousands living in Jerusalem, but they also knew how
determined Jews could be. If this find was made known, the
cry would go up from certain sectors all over Jewry to take the
Temple Mount back from Islam who controlled it. This could
cause a ‘holy’ war, which they wanted to avoid.
The Temple Ins�tute has prepared everything necessary to
begin services in the third temple. They have iden�fied 500
young men by DNA analysis as kohanim (priests) from Levi,
and have trained them to fulfil temple duties, worship, music
and sacrifice. They have made furniture, holy garments, harps,
gold and silver utensils. Red heifers have been raised.
“It is the time to build”, says the Institute, and li�le by little
they are moving towards their goal.
All that is needed is the ark of the covenant!
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Although Ron knew where the ark of the covenant was, he had
not actually seen it. On his next trip he brought a colonoscope
from the hospital to see within the stone case. With the
powerful light of this optical device he saw the gold crown that
went around the top of the ark, similar to the table of
shewbread. Exodus 25:10.11. It was enough to be certain the
ark of the covenant was in there.
At another �me, Ron had one of his helpers watch at the cross
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hole for his measuring tape to appear as he pushed it up from
beneath. It was 6 metres (20 feet).
Ron went back to the chamber a number of �mes and
searched for the original entrance. He found it sealed, so was
unable to go out that way. He decided to search for the
entrance from the tunnels outside the cave, but this proved
fruitless. Later he went back to the chamber and unsealed the
‘doorway’ from there. In this way he could follow the tunnel
Jeremiah had taken.
When Ron opened it, he saw a very large tunnel running in two
direc�ons. Chisel marks were on the sides and he knew it had
been widened. However Ron was not able to walk in either
direc�on as both were filled with large boulders.
In which direction should he go evenif he could?
Ron decided to study the area on a map and work out the
most likely direction Jeremiah and the priests would have
gone. Viewing the layout of the underground city, he tried to
work out which direc�on to take.
At one time he brought friends with him and together they
removed rocks from passageways. But their efforts were
without success.
Ten years later and Ron had s�ll not found the original
entrance to the tunnel. He began to feel God had taken the
work away from him.
But eventually, after more work and searching, study and
prayer, he remembered that a place known as Jeremiah’s
Grotto was near skull hill. This grotto is in the vicinity of
Zedekiah’s Cave, which at �mes has been referred to as
Jeremiah’s Gro�o, as well as Solomon’s Quarries. It runs
five blocks under the Muslim Quarter of the Old City of
Jerusalem.
124

Ron entered Zedekiah’s Cave and began searching the many
tunnels leading from it. At one point he saw a carving on the
wall that looked a bit like an angel with wings. This might be a
marker for the right tunnel.
Searching near the carving, Ron found a rock plug in the wall.
He unplugged it and climbed inside. Was this the tunnel? It
was wide enough to carry the furniture. Soon his way was
blocked by large boulders. Were these the ones he had seen
from the other end?
Eventually the tunnel was cleared, and yes, there was the
entrance he had re-sealed himself.
He walked back to
Hezekiah’s Cave and placed the plug back. Others tried to
find it, but were not able to.
A�er many years, Ron was able to see the ark of the covenant
with the blood of Jesus upon it.
It was so wonderful.
Tears came to his
eyes when he saw
the blood.
Even
thinking about it
brought
emo�on,
and when he shared
it with others, it was
impossible to hold
back the tears. 41

Dreams�me -- # 8235477

Ron decided to have the blood analysed. He took a sample
from the crack and went to a laboratory in Jerusalem. He had
taken samples before, re-hydrated them himself and looked
through a microscope, but he wanted an official test.
125

A�er the first test, the technician said it was the blood of a
human being.
A�er the second test, which the technician had said would not
work as it was dead blood, the result came back that the blood
was alive!
The Jewish technician was shocked, ‘Whosebloodis this?’
Ron replied with great emotion, ‘It is the blood of your
Messiah.’ 42
What a miracle of God’s great love!
The purpose of this miracle was for God to finalise the ministry
of the earthly sanctuary. Never again will the blood of animals
be placed on the mercy seat, as Jesus’ blood is there.
Hebrews 9:15. Romans 3:25.
In
the
larger
picture, just as the
temple
services
were not complete
at Passover un�l
Yom Kippur, so the
whole ministra�on
of Israel and its
services will not be
complete un�l they
are fulfilled in the
heavenly sanctuary
by our great High
Priest.
Yeshua the Messiah
is now in heaven for
us.
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We have “a great high priest, that is passed into the
heavens, Jesus the Son of God, let us hold fast our
profession.” Hebrews 4:14.
Hold fast dear Reader.
Our high priest is ministering before God the Father on your
behalf. He was tempted in all points, yet without sin. He can
sympathize with you. Hebrews 4:15.16.
But more than that, He can send mercy and grace in �me of
trial. Hebrews 4:16. He does not need to plead with His
Father to receive these blessings, for the Father Himself loves
you as much as He loves His Son. John 16:26.27.
“Ask and ye shall receive.” Matthew 7:7.

127

Chapter 16 -- Decep�on
Today we are living almost at end of this world’s history.
Daniel was told his book would be “sealed until the time of
the end.” Daniel 12:9.
“Go thou thy way till the end be: for thou shalt rest, and
stand in thy lot at the end of the days.” Daniel 12:13.
Certainly Daniel will be resurrected with the righteous saints,
but in a sense he is standing in his lot now. Ever since the
cleansing of the sanctuary began to draw near, men and
women have been diligently studying Daniel.
God promised “many shall run to and fro, and knowledge
shall be increased.” Daniel 12:4. Since the early 1800s
knowledge has increased so much that inventions have
exploded exponentially, however, the knowledge Gabriel
referred to was in understanding the prophecies of Daniel.
Those who do not study Daniel, but go straight to Revela�on
will learn error. Daniel 2 is the founda�on prophecy, not only
for Daniel, but also for Revela�on. Each prophecy builds on
the previous one, giving more information.
Sadly, Israel is not free to study Daniel. Of course, there are
dedicated men who do study their Bibles, but the majority rely
on the wisdom of the rabbis.
A�er the death of Yeshua, the chief rabbis were even more
fearful of losing their power and pres�ge over the people than
while He was alive. They had seen mul�tudes accept Him with
open arms. It was essen�al they divert minds from the
prophecies.
On the day a�er the crucifixion, “the chief priests and
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Pharisees came together unto Pilate, saying, Sir, we
remember that that deceiver said, while he was yet alive,
After three days I will rise again.
Command therefore that the sepulchre be made sure until
the third day, lest his disciples come by night, and steal
him away, and say unto the people, He is risen from the
dead: so the last error shall be worse than the first.”
Matthew 27:62-64. 43
Having sealed the tomb with a Roman seal, they were s�ll not
sa�sfied. There was s�ll the book of Daniel. The prophecy of
Daniel 9 made it clear the year Messiah would die.
‘We have to do something about Daniel’s prophecies of the
times’, said one.
‘Yes,we must stop them working out the times.
‘But how?’
‘We will place a curse on it.
readit.’

The people will be too afraid to

And that is what they did.
The curse stated, “Blasted be the bones of those who

calculate the end.
For they would say, since the
predetermined time has arrived, and yet he has not come,
he will never come. But [even so], wait for him, as it is
written, Though he tarry, wait for him.” Talmud Sanhedrin
97b. Translated in ‘The Babylonian Talmud’.
Epstein p63. The Sonccino Press 1935-1952.

Ar�cle by Isidore

Of course Messiah did come, but not as these men expected. In

saying He did not come, the Jewish leaders were able to retain
their power. The 12th Principal of Faith states, “I believe with
perfect faith in the coming of the mashiach, and though
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he may tarry, still I await him every day." These words were
put together by Rabbi Maimonides in the 12th century.
Maimonides original statement was, Principle 12: “And this is
to believe in truth that he will come and that you should
be waiting for him even though he delays in coming.
And you should not calculate times for him to come, or to
look in the verses of Tanakh to see when he should come.
The sages say: The wisdom of those who calculate times
[of his coming] is small and that you should believe that
he will be greater and more honored than all of the kings
of Israel since the beginning of time as it is prophesied by
all the prophets from Moses our teacher, peace be upon
him, until Malachi, peace be upon him.
And he who doubts or diminishes the greatness of the
Messiah is a denier in all the Torah for it testifies to the
Messiah explicitly… And part of this principle that there is
no king of Israel except from the house of David and from
the seed of Solomon alone. And anyone who disputes
this regarding this family is a denier of the name of God
and in all the words of the prophets.” www.mesora.org
Translated by Marc Mermelstein

You can see Maimonides’ concern about not calcula�ng the
�mes in the verses of the Bible. How sad. The leaders of Israel
actually prevented the people from receiving the Messiah.
Many Jews do not accept all the principles of faith. The
Talmudic Rabbi Hillel stated, “There shall be no Messiah for
Israel, because they have already enjoyed him in the days
of Hezekiah.” Sanhedrin 99a.
Reform Judaism does not believe in the arrival of a personal
Messiah who will gather the exiles back to the land of Israel,
nor do they believe in a physical resurrec�on of the dead, which
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is Principle 13. “Rather, they focus on the future age in
which there is a perfected world of justice and mercy.”
en.wikipedia.org
To make it even more difficult to calculate the �mes, rabbis
also changed the calcula�ons of history so they would not fit
the true dates.
A book called the ‘Seder Olam Rabbah’ (Book of the Order of
the World) was compiled by Rabbi Yose ben Hala�a who died
in AD160. This is the tradi�onal teaching of Jewish chronology,
and from it the Jewish calcula�on of the current year -- 5778
from creation -- is taken. 44 (It began from the feast of Trumpets - New

Year’s day - [Rosh Hashanah] September, 2017)

James Usher, Archbishop of the Church of Ireland and Primate
of all Ireland (1625-1656), dated crea�on as 4004BC, whereas
the Seder Olam placed it at 3761BC, a shor�all of 243 years.
Rabbi Schwab said the reason it was done was to honour the
command of God to “seal up the words, and seal the book,
even to the time of the end.” Daniel 12:4.
He also said that if the extra years were included, “we are
much closer to the end of the 6th millennium than we had
surmised.” Annals of the World p932. James Ussher. This was
important to Judaism because many rabbis believed the
Messiah would come at the end of 6000 years.
However, the real reason was to make the ‘seventy weeks’ a
disputed time for the coming of Yeshua and make it coincide
with Simon bar Kokhba, a supposed messiah.
There is another area the Jewish leaders tried to stop the
people from identifying Yeshua as the Messiah. This is called
the ‘Ha�arah’, in which there are selected prophe�c readings.
A regular selection of the Torah is first read on Sabbaths,
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beginning at Genesis through to Deuteronomy. This covers the
entire five books of Moses through the year. Then a selected
portion of a chapter (according to a designated list) of the
prophe�c wri�ngs in the Ha�arah is read.
Most Jews have never read Isaiah 53 because it has been le�
out of the Ha�arah. Rabbis and scholars who study the Tanakh
believe Isaiah 53 refers to Israel as the ‘suffering servant’.
However, rabbis of the past believed it referred to the Messiah.
The Yom Kippur prayer from Machzor by Rabbi Eliezer Heklier
reads, “Messiah of our Righteousness has turned away
from us, we were perplexed and there is no one to justify
us. He bears our iniquities and the yoke of our crimes
upon himself. And was profaned because of our iniquities.
He carries our sins on his shoulder, to find forgiveness for
our misdeeds. We were healed by his bruises – it’s time
to create the Eternal one anew as a new creation. Lift him
up from the circle, draw him up from Seir, and make us
hear him again on top of Mount Lebanon by the hand of
Yinon (Messiah).” (This is drawn from Isaiah 53)
Other scholars understand the p’shat of the text, which means
its clear wording and obvious sense.
One rabbi said,
“according to the p’shat, the servant of God ‘has done no
violence’ and is blameless. According to all the prophets,
and Isaiah in particular, it is impossible to see Israel as
blameless.” The Return of the Kosher Pig p101.
He also said, “The chapter proclaims that the servant took
the sins upon himself. The idea that Israel suffers instead
of the nations is not supported in the scriptures. In
addition, it states that the servant’s suffering will bring healing.
It is hard to see how the persecution of Israel has brought
healing to the nations.” Ibid 102.
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Any Jew who knows anything about Jesus, cannot but help to
see Him in Isaiah 53.
In fact, there was a complaint by Jewish children in a school
that the Chris�ans were reading the New Testament when
everyone was supposed to only read the Old Testament. They
were reading Isaiah 53.
The Jews love to argue Scripture. In their writings they quote
previous rabbis and sages, but have no qualms about
disagreeing with them. In fact, many of those who have
wri�en commentaries contradict themselves. If you have two
Jews, you will have threeopinions.
Another deception officially in Judaism is that the Messiah will
be purely human, and not the divine Son of God. A number of
men have been chosen over the years; the last man selected
as the Messiah was Rabbi Menachem Mendel Schneerson. He
was born in 1902 in Russia, and died in 1994.
He was the seventh leader in the Chabad Lubavitch dynasty
and was considered to have been the “most phenomenal
Jewish personality of modern times… despite his passing
– ‘the Rebbe’, undoubtedly, the one individual more than
any other singularly responsible for stirring the conscience
and spiritual awakening of world Jewry.” www.chabad.org
Many Jews believe Rabbi Schneerson “will return soon.”
One Messianic pastor said of Rabbi Schneerson, “He passed
away in 1994… and right now we’re in the middle of 2017
and his followers are saying that he has resurrected and
walking around somewhere right now in the world and
that he’s going to appear to the people, and he’s doing a
lot of miracles right now.
This is really amazing…for years they have been saying
that Yeshua cannot be God, cannot be he Messiah be133

cause it is impossible God would manifest Himself as a
man. And now, they’re doing the same thing. They’re not
saying Schneerson is God, but they’re glorifying him in the
same way, meaning they’re actually using the words they
were once using against us [Messianic Jews].”
In spite of these decep�ons, thousands of orthodox Jews are
accep�ng Yeshua as the Messiah. One elderly gentleman read
Proverbs 8. “The Lord possessed me in the beginning of
his way, before his works of old. I was set up from
everlasting, from the beginning… I was brought forth… I
was by him, as one brought up with him, and I was daily
his delight, rejoicing always before him…”
Proverbs
8:23.2425.30.31. When he read these verses, he said, ‘G-d
must have a Son’, and he accepted Yeshua as his Saviour.
When reading Proverbs, one wonders how any Jew could miss
this verse, “Who hath ascended up into heaven, or
descended? Who hath gathered the wind in his fists?
Who hath bound the waters in a garment? Who hath
established all the ends of the earth? What is his name,
and what is his son’s name, if you canst tell?” Proverbs
30:4.
If Israel had accepted Yeshua as the Messiah – from the high
priest down – He would have s�ll been betrayed by a friend
who turned traitor. While everyone slept, Yeshua would have
been condemned by other traitors, taken to Rome, and in the
morning placed on a cross.
News would travel like wildfire.
Rome has crucified the
Messiah! Tears would flow from broken hearts. That Nissan
14th would have been a very sad day.
Soon word would filter through that God was giving light and
understanding, for David had said, “…they pierced my hands
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and my feet.” Psalm 22:16. Zechariah said it too, “… they
shall look upon me whom they have pierced…” Zechariah
12:10. 45
Even in their great sorrow, these Scriptures would be a great
encouragement, and hope would rise.
Some would remember, ‘Didn’t Yeshuasay He would rise in
three days?’
‘Yes,and David’s psalm confirms it. Listen.’ God would “not
suffer His holy One to see corruption.” Psalm 16:10.
Although Israel would have been devastated that their
Messiah had been put to death, mourning would have given
way to spiritual blessings. “… weeping may endure for a
night, but joy cometh in the morning.” Psalm 30:5.
This might have been, but it was not to be, as they made their
hearts as “an adamant stone…” Zechariah 7:12.
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Chapter 17 -- Three

Trees

The ul�mate in Jewish sa�sfaction is to have a vine growing in
the garden and to sit under the shade of a fig tree.
“Judah and Israel dwelt safely, every man under his vine
and under his fig tree, from Dan even to Beersheba, all
the days of Solomon.” 1 Kings 4:25. Zechariah 3:10. Micah
4:4. 2 Kings 18:31. Isaiah 36:16.
When Philip told his friend of Jesus, Nathanael had been
praying in the shade of his fig tree. When Jesus greeted him He
said, “Behold an Israelite indeed in whom there is no
guile…. Before that Philip called thee, when thou wast
under the fig tree, I saw thee.” John 1:47-49.
Nathanael immediately believed Jesus to be the Son of God
and the King of Israel. Not only was Nathanael a descendant
of Abraham in the flesh, but his pure heart showed him to be
an Israelite of the Spirit.
The vine was a very special plant that represented “the house
of Israel”, but it had become “an empty vine, he bringeth
forth fruit unto himself…” Hosea 10:1.
This denouncement referred to Israel in Samaria; however,
Judah was also implicated, for Isaiah said, “Oh inhabitants of
Jerusalem, and men of Judah… I looked that it should
bring forth grapes, (but) brought it forth wild grapes.”
Isaiah 5:3.4.
Jesus reapplied the vine, making Himself the vine and Israel the
branches. Isaiah 5:7. John 15:5. As we have said earlier, this
application is not different from the original spiritual
understanding, for the vine has always been the true Israel.
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If the branches of the vine are broken off, they will die. No
branch can be pruned away from the parent stock and live.
The fig tree has also been called Israel. Hosea said, “I found
Israel like grapes in the wilderness; I saw your fathers as
the first ripe in the fig tree…” Hosea 9:10. Joel 2:22.
Jeremiah denounced Israel during the time Nebuchadnezzar
began his siege against Jerusalem. “I will surely consume
them, saith the Lord, there shall be no grapes on the vine,
nor figs on the fig tree, and the leaf shall fade….” Jeremiah
8:13.
God “hath laid my vine waste, and barked my fig tree: he
hath made it clean bare, and cast it away; the branches
thereof are made white.” Joel 1:7.
Jesus told a parable about the fig tree. “A certain man had a
fig tree planted in his vineyard; and he came and sought
fruit thereon, and found none. Then said he unto the
dresser of his vineyard, Behold, these three years I come
seeking fruit on this fig tree, and find none: cut it down;
why cumbereth it the ground?” Luke 13:6.7.
Jesus had looked for fruit from Israel for three years, but found
none.
In the parable, the gardener asked for more �me. “Lord, let it
alone this year also, till I shall dig about it, and dung it:
and if it bear fruit, well: and if not, then after that thou shalt
cut it down.” Luke 13:8.9. Matthew 3:10. 46
When Jesus cursed the fig tree on the way to the temple, not
only had the three years passed, but also the extra �me. It was
a visible enactment of judgment upon the na�on. Israel’s
proba�on was over.
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Jesus never reapplied the fig tree to Himself. The grape vine
was a living ‘tree’ that lost branches from pruning, but the fig
tree lost everything when it withered from the roots.
It was not just that branches had withered, for the tree might
s�ll survive. Job said, “There is hope of a tree, if it be cut
down, that it will sprout again…” Job 14:7. A tree could even
be chopped down, and providing the root remained, it could
grow again. But with Israel of the flesh the root was dead, and
there was no possibility of it sprou�ng again. 47
A fruit tree that does not bear fruit is of no value. “… every
tree therefore which bringeth not forth good fruit is hewn
down, and cast into the fire.” Luke 3:9. The message of
John the Bap�st made clear the requirement. “Bring forth
therefore fruits worthy of repentance...” Luke 3:8.
Sadly Israel as a na�on did not repent. Three days from the
cursing of the fig tree, the leaders shouted their rebellion in
Pilate’s hearing, “We have no king but Caesar.” John 19:15.
The �tle on the cross -- JESUS OF NAZARETH KING OF
THE JEWS -- testified that the cursing of the fig tree was an
enactment of jus�ce.
There is another parable of a fig tree. It was told on the
Mount of Olives the night Jesus spoke of the signs for His
return and the destruction of the temple.
“Now learn a parable of the fig tree: When his branch is
yet tender, and putteth forth leaves, ye know that summer
is nigh: So likewise ye, when ye shall see all these things,
know that it is near, even at the doors.” Matthew 24:32.33.
It is believed by both Messianic Jews and Evangelicals that this
fig tree represents Israel, alive and beginning to blossom, but a
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comparison with a parallel passage shows that this is not so.
“And he spake to them a parable: Behold the fig tree, and
all the trees; When they now shoot forth, ye see and
know of your own selves that summer is now nigh at
hand. So likewise ye, when ye see these things come to
pass, know ye that the kingdom of God is nigh at hand.”
Luke 21:29-31.
It is not just the fig tree that is blossoming, but all the trees,which
makes it clear that the message is not that Israel of the flesh is
alive and blossoming, but that summer is on the way. To insist that
this parable counteracts all the others is not true exegesis.

The meaning of the parable is that the coming of Jesus is “nigh
at hand.”
Israel was also represented as an olive tree. “The Lord called
thy name, A green olive tree, fair, and of goodly fruit…”
Jeremiah 11:16.

Wikimedia Commons – Centarian olive tree 1- by Yellow.Cat from Roma.
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In prosperity, the promise for Israel was that “his branches
shall spread, and his beauty shall be as the olive tree, and
his smell as Lebanon.” Hosea 14:6.
David said, “I am like a green olive tree in the house of
God: I trust in the mercy of God for ever and ever.” Psalm
52:8.
Although Jeremiah had called Israel a ‘fair olive tree’, he was
also told to denounce it. “… with the noise of a great tumult
he hath kindled fire upon it (the olive tree), and the
branches of it are broken. For the Lord of hosts, that
planted thee, hath pronounced evil against thee, for the
evil of the house of Judah, which they have done against
themselves to provoke me to anger in offering incense
unto Baal.” Jeremiah 11:16.17.
The olive tree is like the vine. The tree does not die, but it has
many of its branches broken off. There is no statement by
Jesus to reapply the olive tree; however, Scripture indicates
that the root is holy.
Paul said, “… if the root be holy, so are the branches.”
Romans 11:16. A holy root does not apply to literal Israel who
rejected the Messiah, but to the One who is the source of life
and the founda�on of the tree. 1 Peter 1:15.16.
Like the vine, those who belong to Christ are the branches
growing on the tree. Many branches are lying on the ground,
broken off “because of unbelief…” Romans 11:20.
Branches attached to a tree can live; those on the ground will
die. The message is clear that na�onal Israel’s rejec�on of
Messiah cut them off the tree. John 8:24.
At the same time, other branches were grafted into the olive
tree. Paul gives these gra�ed Gen�les strong counsel.
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“If some of the branches be broken off, and thou, being a
wild olive tree, wert grafted in among them, and with them
partakers of the root and fatness of the olive tree; boast
not against the branches, but if thou boast, thou bearest
not the root, but the root thee.
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Thou wilt say then, The branches were broken off, that I
might be grafted in. If God spared not the natural
branches, take heed lest he also spare not thee. Behold
therefore the goodness and severity of God: on them
which fell, severity; but toward thee, goodness, if thou
continue in his goodness; otherwise thou also shalt be
cut off.” Romans 11:17-22.
No one has a natural right to the tree, not even the Jews. It was
their tree, as Messiah was sent to them, but all must be grafted
into the olive tree by faith.
“And the scripture, foreseeing that God would justify the
heathen through faith, preached before the gospel unto
Abraham, saying, In thee shall all nations be blessed. So
then they which be of faith are blessed with faithful
Abraham….
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Christ has redeemed us from the curse of the law, being
made a curse for us… That the blessing of Abraham
might come on the Gentiles through Jesus Christ; that we
might receive the promise of the Spirit through faith.”
Gala�ans 3:8.9.13.14.
Some people think God made the Jews blind so He could
accept the Gen�les. But this is false. They hardened their
hearts and refused to accept Yeshua as the Messiah. Many
leaders knew He was the Son of God, but they were too proud
to go against their early denial of Him. They also wanted to
retain their power over the people and surrender to an
unknown Nazarene was not acceptable.
God promised Abraham, “in thee shall all nations be
blessed.” It was not in Abraham himself that the nations
would be blessed, but in Messiah, the Seed of Abraham.
God took Israel into covenant with Himself at Sinai that they
might take the message of salva�on in Messiah to the rest of
the world, and fulfil the promise to Abraham.
Israel brought Yeshua into the world, but na�onal pride
prevented them from accepting Him. As a result they failed to
share Him with the Gen�le na�ons. However, God s�ll gave
the Gen�les the opportunity, although it was not as He had
planned. The message of salva�on did go to the world.
The Jewish na�on has fulfilled its calling and destiny, but sadly,
without repentance.
Looking at the na�on of Israel today, we see a very devout and
industrious people. Among them are brilliant thinkers,
inventors, mathema�cians, scien�sts. Their inventions are
phenomenal and seemingly endless. 48
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Many Jews are secular like society, but others have varying
degrees of dedica�on to their faith. Certainly tradi�on and
ritualism are strong, but among them are faithful ones who
long for the coming of Messiah.

Dreams�me _m_85177344

Men and women pray daily at the Western Wall, including
rabbis who have accepted Yeshua as the Messiah. They have
not openly confessed Him, but are working quietly with their
families, synagogues and brethren.
They ask ques�ons and point out Scriptures.
‘What do you think this verse means?-- “He was despisedand
forsaken of men, a man of pains, and acquainted with disease
(Hebrew - grief, calamity, anxiety, sickness)…” (Masoretic Bible)
‘It’s Israel, the suffering servant.’
‘Yes, but if it means that, why does it say….. “He was
wounded because of our transgressions, He was crushed
because of our iniquities; The chastisement of our
welfare was upon him… And the Lord hath made to light
on him the iniquity of us all.”
Did Adonai put our sins on
us?’
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‘I guessnot.’
‘He was“cut off out of the land of the living…” Is that Israel?’
‘It doesn’t look like it?’
‘Were we ever cut off?’
‘No, never.’
‘Did you know Rabbi Jonathan said the suffering servant is
Mashiach?’ 49
‘No, I didn’t.’
Their questions make people think, and li�le by li�le minds are
opening.
Paul asked, “If the fall of them (the Jews) be the riches of the
world, and the diminishing of them the riches of the
Gentiles; how much more their fullness?...For if the
casting away of them be the reconciling of the world, what
shall the receiving of them be, but life from the dead?”
Romans 11:12.15.
The apostle cared about the salva�on of his brethren. He said,
“I have great heaviness and continual sorrow in my heart,
for I could wish that myself were accursed from Messiah
for my brethren, my kinsmen according to the flesh…”
Romans 9:2.3.
Paul had been transformed by the love of Jesus. Once a
persecutor of Chris�ans, he was now willing to give up his life
for his brethren.
God loves the Jewish people and He longs for them to accept
His Son.
Many Chris�ans are demonstra�ng their love for Israel by
witnessing to Jews who pass by on the streets of Jerusalem, and
good discussions are taking place. Literature and DVDs are
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given out. A number of Christian television studios have been
set up in the city, with messages especially for Jewish people.
Visits to holocaust families and the elderly with food parcels
and physical help speaks volumes.
God is relying on Gen�le witnesses to the Jewish people, that
through their “mercy, they also may obtain mercy.”
Romans 11:30.31.
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Chapter 18 --

Israel

We need to ask – If the covenant with Israel has become void,
does Israel s�ll exist? Paul asked the same ques�on, “Hath
God cast away His people?” He gives a strong answer.
“God forbid.” Romans 11:1.
The apostle emphasized his answer by repea�ng it as a
sentence. “God hath not cast away his people which he
foreknew.” Romans 11:2. Psalm 94:14.
God may not have cast away His people, but has the church
replaced Israel?
During the days of King Ahab, Elijah predicted there would “not
be dew nor rain these years.” 1 Kings 17:1. James 5:17.
Ahab had married a heathen princess who worshipped Baal
and it was not long before the king joined her in worship.
Once the king had succumbed, the nation followed.
Men and women who chose to be faithful to God were
persecuted, and put to death. After the Mount Carmel victory
where Elijah killed all the prophets of Baal, Jezebel threatened
Elijah’s life. He fled to a cave on Mount Sinai for safety.
God visited the cave and asked the prophet, “What doest thou
here, Elĳah?” 1 Kings 9:9.
Elijah was miserable. He replied, “I have been very jealous
for the Lord God of hosts, for the children of Israel have
forsaken thy covenant, thrown down thine altars, slain thy
prophets with the sword, and I, even I only, am left, and
they seek my life, to take it away.” 1 Kings 19:9.10.14.
God’s reply was, “I have left me seven thousand in Israel,
all the knees which have not bowed unto Baal, and every
mouth which have not kissed him.” 1 Kings 19:18.
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Elijah thought he was the only one le�. He was wrong. God
had other faithful ones. Not everyone had turned to idols.
Paul used this experience to answer his ques�on as to whether
God had cast away His people.
“Even so then there is a remnant according to the
election of grace… What then? Israel hath not obtained
that which he seeketh for, but the election hath obtained
it, and the rest were blinded.” Romans 11:5.7.
As in Elijah’s �me, not all had rebelled. God s�ll had His
faithful ones. Paul called them “the election”, those who had
accepted Yeshua as the Messiah. The Jewish New Testament
calls them “the remnant, chosen by grace”, an excellent
choice of words. Romans 11:5.
In his illustra�on of the olive tree, the apostle shows that those
who did not believe in Yeshua were cut off the tree, but a
remnant – the elect – remained on the tree by faith. In
addi�on, many Gen�les were gra�ed in because of their faith.
Paul also asks, “Have they stumbled that they should fall?”
His answer is “God forbid.” Romans 11:11. In other words,
was it just for the sake of them falling?
No. God had a
purpose in allowing the Jews to become blind to their Messiah
– the Gentiles would have opportunity to receive Him and
salva�on.
The Messianic Jewish New Testament says, “…isn’t it that they
have stumbled with the result that they have permanently
fallen away?” The reply is, “Heaven forbid.” Romans 11:11.
This transla�on speaks of the Jews as “being placed
temporarily in a condition less favored than that of the
Gentiles…” Romans 11:12. The belief is that one day they
will be brought back into favour with God as His chosen people.
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The transla�on con�nues, “It is stoniness, to a degree, has
come upon Israel, until the Gentile world enters in its
fullness; and that it is in this way that all Israel will be
saved…. With respect to the Good News they are hated
for your sake. But with respect to being chosen they are
loved for the Patriarchs’ sake, for God’s free gifts and his
calling are irrevocable.” Romans 11:25.28. Jewish NT
Again, this view sees na�onal Israel as being chosen forever,
and no ma�er what they do, they are always chosen. This is
not consistent with the rest of Scripture.
Paul said, “blindness in part is happened to Israel…”
Romans 11:25. The words in the Jewish transla�on are that
blindness had come upon Israel “to a degree”.
The total picture of Scripture does not reveal a par�al
blindness that will one day be lifted and the Jewish na�on will
have their temple restored with all its privileges.
It is very important we understand who Israel is, and who it is
not. Paul makes it perfectly clear when he says, “they are not
all Israel, which are of Israel.” Romans 9:6.
In case his
words are not understood, he adds, “… that is, They which
are the children of the flesh, these are not the children of
God: but the children of the promise are counted for the
seed.” Romans 6:8. Romans 2:28.29.
No one should misunderstand. Jewish men and women of the
flesh are not the children of God. Only those who have
accepted Yeshua by faith are God’s children. 1 Peter 1:23.
Israel of the flesh has fulfilled its voca�on in providing the
lineage of the Messiah, and through them the Gen�les have
seen the light. These two purposes were achieved without
Israel’s coopera�on, but as the gifts and calling of God are
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irrevocable, with or without repentance, they were s�ll
fulfilled. Romans 11:29.
Now, separated from the true Israel, the Jewish na�on has no
purpose for God. This does not mean they are not loved. Paul
does not speak out of contempt. Love for his kinsmen was so
great, he would have sacrificed his salva�on for them. Romans
9:3. The present writer also loves the Jewish people, so there
is no animosity in anything written.

ISRAEL

GENTILES

Of the Spirit
Of the Spirit - Jews

By faith in Messiah

Of the flesh

JEWS
Rejected Messiah
The Jewish people were not chosen just to be a special people.
They were chosen to share the gospel with the whole world.
God’s love is for all human beings to be saved and live in the
restored earth with Him.
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When Israel refused to believe their divine Leader would be
with them to conquer the na�ons of Canaan, God told Moses
He would destroy the people and make a nation of Moses.
You will remember that Moses pled with God not to destroy
Israel, as it would damage His character before the na�ons.
The promise was given to Moses that He would not do it, and
would be with Israel to the end. Psalm 89:34.
That pledge s�ll stands.
Jeremiah wrote of God’s promise, “Thus saith the Lord,
which giveth the sun for a light by day, and the ordinances
of the moon and of the stars for a light by night… If those
ordinances depart from before me, saith the Lord, then
the seed of Israel also shall cease from being a nation
before me for ever.” Jeremiah 31:35.36.
We must remember the full subject when reading this verse.
Israel would never be destroyed, never ceaseto be. When the
Jews rejected Messiah, Israel did not cease. However, as the
previous chart shows, the unbelievers left Israel.
Thus, Israel remains.
When Israel rejected Caleb and Joshua’s faith to enter the
promised land, all the adults who le� Egypt died in the
wilderness.
But Israel remained.
Likewise, those who
rebelled at Sinai died at the hand of the Levites. But Israel
remained.
And so it was a�er every rebellion. But when God’s Son was
crucified, God permi�ed the Jews to con�nue living and not be
put to death as past rebels. They were no longer a part of
Israel, but Israelremained.
Paul explained that not all who belonged to Israel were actually
Israel, as some were not of the spiritual Seed of Abraham.
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True Israel was spiritual, people of faith in Yeshua. Theyare
the recipients of the promise to Abraham, “In thy seed
(Messiah) shall all the nations of the earth be blessed.”
Genesis 22:18.
This means that Jeremiah’s words are not speaking of na�onal
Israel, but Israel of the Spirit. The spiritual seed of Abraham
would always be before the Lord. Their number would be as
the stars of the heavens, the sand of the sea, the dust of the
earth, and they would be made up of men, women and
children from all na�ons and peoples of the earth.
It does become a li�le confusing with the Jews also called
Israel. Often the distinc�on is made national Israel and
spiritual Israel, however, the word spiritual is not really
necessary, as it can imply a difference between Israel prior to
the cross and Israel a�er the cross. There is really no
difference, as both must believe in Messiah by faith. But the
form does change after the cross, and without sacrifices, rites
and ceremonies, it was different.
Israel can also be called God’s ecclesia,the word for churchin
the Greek, God’s ‘called out ones’. The word churchhas been
used for Israel of old. Speaking of Moses, “This is he, that
was in the church in the wilderness with the angel which
spake to him in the mount Sina, and with our fathers….”
Acts 7:38.
At Pentecost, when many Jews repented and accepted Yeshua
as the Messiah, “the Lord added to the church daily such as
should be saved.” Acts 2:47.
Whether the spiritual descendants of Abraham are said to
belong to the church or to Israel, it is the same, although a
separation has now taken place.
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During the early centuries, Gen�le believers distanced themselves from anything Jewish lest they become part of the
an�-Semi�c feelings of the �mes.
At the Council of Nicaea, the belief that Jesus is God’s real Son
was voted to be heresy and the founda�on established for the
doctrine of the Trinity, a totally foreign doctrine to the Bible.
The Sabbath of the fourth commandment began its decline in
the churches due to a desire not to appear Jewish. In the third
century Constantine passed Sunday law legislation, spurred on
by the bishops in Rome. Anyone who kept God’s holy day was
accused of being a Judaizer. The loss of other truths followed
through the years, so that the church is in reality no longer
Israel.
Praise God there are Chris�an men and women in the church
today who have seen the light of Scripture and believe they
have been gra�ed by faith into the olive tree. They know they
are Israel of the Spirit. They love the Jewish people and are
doing all they can to help them see that Yeshua came as the
JewishMessiah,and that He is the Saviour of the world.
Let us go back to na�onal Israel.
Paul says Israel will be blind “… until the fullness of the
Gentiles be come in.” Romans 11:25. This appears to be a
contradic�on, but it is not. It is vital the whole subject is kept
in mind, or there will be wrong conclusions.
Un�l the “times of the Gentiles (have) been fulfilled”,
Jerusalem will be “trodden down by the Gentiles.” Luke
21:24. This is certainly being fulfilled on the Temple Mount, in
spite of it being recaptured during the Six-Day War.
Repeating Paul’s words, “until the fullness of the Gentiles be
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come in”, the Jews will remain blind, but “… if they abide not
still in unbelief… God is able to graft them in (to the olive
tree) again.” Romans 11:23.
As has been stated a number of �mes, God s�ll loves the
Jewish people, and because of this love, and “for the fathers’
sakes”, He will give Israel a second chance to accept Yeshua as
the Messiah.
However, this is not an acceptanceof them as a nation. It is
an opportunity for each person to be saved. Anyonecan be
gra�ed into the olive tree.
The Jewish nation cannot be
gra�ed into the tree, but men, women and children, one by
one, can be joined to Yeshua-Jesus.
God has legally rejected national Israel as His representa�ves
in the earth. That right and privilege has now been transferred
to the Gen�les who are in the olive tree, and their faithful
Jewish brethren.
In the olive tree, all are “the children of God by faith in Christ
Jesus.” Gala�ans 3:26.
There is no longer a
race or class dis�nction, for “there
is neither Jew nor
Greek, there is
neither bond nor
free,
there
is
neither male nor
female, for ye are
all one in Christ
Jesus.” Gala�ans
3:26.28.
Rockland bap�sing a brother --Papua New Guinea
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“For there is no difference between the Jew and the
Greek, for the same Lord over all is rich unto all that call
upon him. Whosoever shall call upon the name of the
Lord shall be saved.” Romans 10:12.13. Ephesians 3:6.
We are one in the olive tree. We are one in Yeshua.
“So all Israel will be saved.” Romans 11:26. This is a very
misunderstood verse. It does not mean every Jew will be
saved, or that the nation of Israel will again be favoured as
God’s chosen people. It means that every person who is
a�ached to the olive tree (or the vine) will be saved.
As the olive tree is Yeshua, the true Israel, all who are one with
Him are also Israel through the Spirit, and theywill be saved.
This fits perfectly with the natural world. Branches connected
to the tree or the vine will grow and bear fruit because they
receive the life-giving sap. Men, women and children who love
Jesus receive His life-giving Spirit, and they will be saved.
God’s desire for every Jewish man, woman and child is that
they be saved.
The �me of the “fullness of the Gentiles” will be when the
final ‘loud cry’ message is going to the world, just before
proba�on closes for humanity. At that �me many Jews will
realise God’s mercy, and the Spirit of Yeshua will give them
understanding.
What a day it will be!
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Chapter 19 –

The End

The words of Moses would come to pass, and the Lord would
“… bring a nation against thee from far….. He shall
besiege thee in all thy gates, until thy high fenced walls
come down, wherein thou trustest…. “ Deuteronomy
28:49.52.
At the death of Messiah, God legallyremoved Israel’s right to
the privileges He had granted them, but now He must allow
them to be removed in fact. Permanently.
Forty years a�er Jesus had returned to heaven, Rome attacked
Jerusalem on Passover. It had not been without provoca�on.
Radical Jews refused to submit to Rome and they con�nued to
rebel.
Roman soldiers surrounded the city with a wall and a trench.
Desperate people tried to escape, and those caught were
crucified. The army put pressure on the food and water supply
by allowing pilgrims to enter the city to celebrate Passover,
but refused to let them out.
The followers of Jesus had already fled three years earlier, finding safety at Pella in the Perean foothills of the Jordan River.
They had followed Messiah’s direc�ons to flee when they first
saw Roman armies surround Jerusalem.
In AD66, Cestius Gallus was the Roman governor of Syria and it
was his responsibility to smother rebellions. As he advanced
towards Jerusalem, He “set fire to suburban districts, then
moved to the wall of the upper city and pitched camp in
the vicinity of the royal palace… (he) suddenly gave up
and retreated from the city ‘without any reason in the
world’.” www.josephus.org
The followers of Yeshua had been watching the movements of
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Rome. This was the sign, and when Ces�us withdrew, they
obeyed and fled. Luke 21:20.21.
In AD70, Roman General Titus, son of Emperor Vespasian, had
been made joint consul with his father. In charge of military
opera�ons against the Jews, he began his a�ack on Jerusalem.
It was a horrible nightmare. Jewish men and women were
butchered without mercy. Thousands were forced to become
gladiators and were killed in the arena figh�ng wild animals.
Some were burned alive. Others were employed as slaves.
97,000 were taken prisoner, and most were forced to build the
Forum of Peace in Rome and the Colosseum. S�ll others were
enslaved and sent to toil in the mines of Egypt.
During the siege, a clash took place between the Jewish guards
of the sanctuary and the troops inside the inner court. The
Jews a�acked the soldiers, but when defeated, fled to the
temple. One of the soldiers, without wai�ng for orders,
snatched a blazing piece of wood and hurled it through a low
golden window of one of the rooms surrounding the
sanctuary.
When they saw the flames, the Jews let out a shout of dismay
and flocked to the rescue. The soldiers were now in a frenzy,
and in their zeal threw in more firebrands.
“As the flames had not yet penetrated to the inner
sanctum, but were consuming the chambers that
surrounded the sanctuary, Titus assumed correctly that
there was still time to save the structure; he ran out and
by personal appeals endeavoured to persuade his men to
put out the fire…”
Their respect for Caesar did not hold the soldiers back. They
were overpowered by rage against the Jews, and an utterly
uncontrolled lust for ba�le.
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“While the temple was ablaze, the attackers plundered it,
and countless people who were caught by them were
slaughtered. There was no pity for age, and no regard
was accorded rank…

Francesco Hayez [Public domain], via Wikimedia Commons

“The Temple Mount, everywhere enveloped in flames,
seemed to be boiling over from its base; yet the blood
seemed more abundant than the flames and the numbers
of the slain greater than those of the slayers. The
soldiers climbed over heaps of bodies as they chased the
fugitives.”
Flavius Josephus quoted in The Jewish War,
Cornfield.1982. www.eyewitnesstohistory.com 50
Once again Jerusalem had been destroyed.
The temple was no more.
Over 1600 years earlier, Israel had been warned. “If thou wilt
not hearken unto the voice of the Lord thy God, observe
to do all his commandments and his statutes which I
command thee this day; that all these curses shall come
upon thee, and overtake thee.” Deuteronomy 28:15.58.
157

“The Lord will cause thee to be smitten before thine
enemies.. and thou shalt be removed into all the
kingdoms of the earth.” Deuteronomy 28:25.
“And ye shall be plucked from off the land whither thou
goest to possess it. And the Lord shall scatter you from
one end of the earth even unto the other…” Deuteronomy
28:63.64.
The prophe�c word of Moses was fulfilled to the le�er.
Messiah had also told the disciples in His discourse on the
Mount of Olives, “And they shall fall by the edge of the
sword, and shall be led away captive into all nations.”
Luke 21:24.
The prophe�c word of Jesus was fulfilled to the le�er.
Just as the Lord used Babylon to fulfil the prophecy of Moses
in its first application, so He used Rome in the second. Both
were fierce and cruel, but Rome as revealed in Daniel’s
prophecy was “exceeding dreadful, whose teeth were of
iron, and his nails of brass; which devoured, brake in
pieces, and stamped the residue with his feet.” Daniel
7:19.
Gabriel had predicted that the “prince that shall come
(Rome) shall destroy the city and the sanctuary; and the
end thereof shall be with a flood, and unto the end of the
war desolations are determined…. and for the
overspreading of abominations he shall make it
desolate…” Daniel 9:26.27.
The end had come and Jerusalem was no more.
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Chapter 20 -- Resurrec�on
It was s�ll dark in the garden. The great stone had been rolled
in front of the sepulchre and sealed with a Roman seal. 51
Soldiers were mulling around, anxious for the end of their long
night watch.
Suddenly two angels from the throne of God streaked through
the early morning air and burst into the garden. Their
brightness overwhelmed the soldiers, and they fainted as dead
men.

Dreams�me - #95179010

One angel rolled away the stone as if it were a pebble. The
other angel entered the tomb and called in a loud voice,
“Master, arise, thy Father calls Thee.”
The body of Jesus s�rred as Gabriel began to unwrap the linen
grave cloth. The angel’s heart thrilled as he looked into the
face of His beloved Commander.
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Jesus walked from the tomb
clad in the glorious robe of
God’s presence. The angels
bowed in adora�on.

Jesus is alive!
He has conquered sin and
death and defeated the devil.
Now human beings can be
reinstated into the family of
God.

www.turnbacktogod.com

The Jewish priests, scribes and elders were horrified when
they heard the news. They commanded the Roman soldiers
to lie about the resurrec�on, and taking a large amount of
money from the temple treasury, gave it to the men to keep
them quiet. Matthew 28:11-15.
Now alive in His glorified body, Jesus was anxious to return to
His Father, but He waited for the women to come to the
sepulchre.
Seeing the stone rolled away frightened the ladies. ‘Ooooh,
who has rolled away the stone?’ Approaching the tomb they
saw the two angels. “Ye seek Jesus of Nazareth, which was
crucified: he is risen; he is not here… Go your way, tell his
disciples….” Mark 16:6.7.
The ladies hurried away, but Mary Magdalene lingered in the
garden. Her heart ached and tears rolled down her cheeks.
When she caught a glimpse of a man in the garden, she asked if
he had taken the body of her Saviour. Jesus approached her
and said quietly, “Mary.” John 20:13-16.
Her heart leapt for joy. It was Jesus! She fell to her knees and
clutched His feet.
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Jesus said, “Touch me not: for I am not yet ascended to my
Father, but go to my brethren, and say unto them: I
ascend unto my Father, and your Father; and to my God,
and your God.” John 20:17.
Jesus was about to ascend to His Father to confirm the
sufficiency of His sacrifice for the salva�on of the human race.
On His return He would gladly accept her devotion.
Mary hurried to the upper room. The other women were there
trying to convince the disciples of the angel’s tes�mony. ‘Heis
risen’, they told them. ‘Believeus.’
Mary added her tes�mony, ‘I saw Him. I spoketo Jesus. He is
alive.’
To the disciples their “words seemed as idle tales, and they
believed them not.” Luke 24:10.11. Mark 16:9-11.
Cleopas and his wife arrived. Jesus had met them on their way
home. ‘Jesuswalked with us to Emmausand we invited Him
for a meal. When He broke bread, we recognized Him.’ Luke
24:13-35. John 19:25.
But the disciples refused to believe. Mark 16:13.
Later that day, while the eleven ate their evening meal, Jesus
appeared in the upper room, and they “were terrified… and
believed not for joy…” Luke 24:36.37.41.
The Saviour spent the evening with His disciples showing from
the Scriptures that Messiah would die and rise again. Luke
24:45.46.
He also gave them a commission to share the good news. “Go
ye into all the world, and preach the gospel to every
creature. Teaching them to observe all things whatsoever
I have commanded you: and lo, I am with you alway,
even unto the end of the world. ” Mark 16:15.16. Luke
24:48.49.
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Over the next six weeks Jesus remained with His disciples,
teaching the Scriptures and instruc�ng them how to fulfil the
work they were commissioned to do. He told them to wait in
Jerusalem “until ye be endued with power from on high.”
Luke 24:49.
On the 40th day, Jesus stood on the Mount of Olives and said
to His disciples, “Ye shall receive power, after that the Holy
Ghost is come upon you: and ye shall be witnesses unto
me both in Jerusalem, and in all Judaea, and in Samaria,
and unto the uttermost part of the earth.” Acts 1:8.
The Saviour was standing on the mountain ‘in the east’, the
same mountain from where the shekhinahglory had departed.
“And the glory of the Lord went up from the midst of the
city, and stood upon the mountain which is on the east
side of the city.” Ezekiel 11:23. The Glory of the temple was
depar�ng again.
Jesus began to rise from the ground, and ascended into the
clouds. Luke 24:51.
The disciples watched un�l they
could see Him no more. Two
angels remained behind, “This
same Jesus which is taken up
from you into heaven, shall so
come in like manner as ye
have seen him go into
heaven.” Acts 1:11.
www.turnbacktogod.com

With joy the disciples walked back to the upper room to pray
for the empowering Spirit. Luke 24:49. For ten days they
prayed, and on the feast of Pentecost, the outpouring came.
“And they were all filled with the Holy Ghost.” Acts 2:4.
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Immediately the disciples went into the city and began to
proclaim the good news. Multitudes from every na�on were
in Jerusalem for Passover. When they heard the disciples
speak, they asked – ‘How can these Galilean men speakin our
language?’
“And they were all amazed, and were in doubt, saying one
to another, What meaneth this?” Acts 2:12. Peter explained
that the gi� of other languages was a fulfilment of Joel’s
prophecy, “And it shall come to pass in the last days, saith
God, I will pour out of my Spirit upon all flesh, and your
sons and daughters shall prophesy…” Acts 2:16-18. Joel
2:17.
He then told them Jesus of Nazareth was the Messiah who “ye
have taken, and by wicked hands have crucified and
slain…”, but God hath raised Him up from the dead.
Many were convicted and cried out, “Men and brethren, what
shall we do?” Peter explained, “Repent and be baptized
every one of you, and ye shall receive the gift of the Holy
Ghost.” Acts 2:37.38.
“Then they that gladly received the word were baptized:
and the same day there were added unto them about
three thousand souls.” Acts 2:41.
The disciples continued daily with one accord in the temple.
They taught the people and broke bread from house to house.
“And the Lord added daily to the church such as should
be saved.” Acts 2:47.
It was not long before opposi�on arose from the priests. The
captain of the temple and the Sadducees were “grieved that
they taught the people, and preached through Jesus the
resurrection from the dead. And they laid hands on them,
and put them in hold unto the next day…. Howbeit many
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of them which heard the word believed; and the number
of the men was about five thousand.” Acts 4:2.3.
This was too much for Caiaphas. He thought his troubles were
over when he had Jesus crucified. Now the disciples were
preaching and healing just like Jesus did!
Annas,where will it end? Acts 5:24.
Caiaphas and Annas gathered family members who were in
Jerusalem for the feast, and summoned Peter and John. They
had just healed a man, and Caiaphas demanded, “By what
power, or by what name, have ye done this?” Acts 4:7.
Peter stood before them and in the power of the Spirit said,
“Ye rulers of the people, and elders of Israel…. Be it
known unto you all, and to all the people of Israel, that by
the name of Jesus Christ of Nazareth, whom ye crucified,
whom God raised from the dead, even by him doth this
man stand here before you whole… Neither is there
salvation in any other: for there is none other name
under heaven given among men, whereby we must be
saved.” Acts 4:8-12.
The high priest and his family were amazed at the boldness of
Peter and John, knowing they were unlearned fishermen. It
was obvious they had been with Jesus.
Afraid it would spread further, Caiaphas commanded them not
to speak or teach in the name of Jesus. Peter and John
answered, “Whether it be right in the sight of God to
hearken unto you more than unto God, judge ye. For we
cannot but speak the things which we have seen and
heard.” Acts 4:18-20.
The disciples con�nued preaching in the temple and were again
brought before the council. Caiaphas asked, “Did not we
straitly command you that ye should not teach in this
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name? and behold, ye have filled Jerusalem with your
doctrine, and intend to bring this man’s blood upon us.”
Acts 5:27.28.
What audacity the high priest had to suggest that the disciples
would bring Yeshua’s blood on them!
Peter and John replied, “We ought to obey God rather than
men. The God of our fathers raised up Jesus, whom ye
slew and hanged on a tree. Him hath God exalted…” Acts
5:29.
The prophecy of the ‘seventy weeks’ said Messiah would
“confirm the covenant with many for one week….” Daniel
9:27.
Many think the confirma�on was the Mosaic Covenant with
the Jewish nation, but no, that covenant has been made null
and void. Instead, Jesus confirmed the covenant He had made
with His Father in eternity. He had kept His Father’s law, and
paid sin’s penalty. The covenant was now legal, for it had been
signed with His own blood.
A�er the cross, this everlastingcovenantmust still be given to
the Jewish people, for according to the prophecy, there was
another three and a half years allo�ed to them.
When Jesus le� this earth at His ascension, He went to His
Father to be anointed for His high priestly ministry in the
heavenly sanctuary. Once this ceremony had been completed,
Jesus poured out HisSpiritupon the disciples.
When the disciples spoke at Pentecost, it was in the power of
Jesus’ omnipresence. Acts 4:2. He had poured out a large
measure of His own Spirit to give them power to fulfil the
commission to take the good news to the world. 52
During the final week of the prophecy, in spite of persecution,
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the disciples continued to preach and teach the Jews. They
knew their Saviour would be with them, as He had promised, “I
will never leave thee, nor forsake thee.” Hebrews 13:5.
In this way, Jesus fulfilled Gabriel’s words to “confirm the
covenant with many for one week”, as His Spirit empowered
the apostles. Daniel 9:27. Acts 4:2.3.
The last week of the ‘seventy week’ prophecy was about to
close. 53
457BC

490 weeks-years
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At that time, a deacon by the name of Stephen was “full of faith
and power, and he did great wonders and miracles
among the people.” Acts 6:8. Certain men began dispu�ng
with him, but they could not resist the wisdom or Spirit in
which he spoke.
Accusing him of speaking blasphemy against Moses and God,
they began s�rring up the people, the elders, and the scribes
who “caught him, and brought him to the council.” Acts
6:12. False witnesses were set up, accusing him of speaking
blasphemy against the temple and the law.
“We heard him say that this Jesus of Nazareth shall
destroy this place, and shall change the customs which
Moses delivered to us.” Acts 6:14.
Stephen was given opportunity for a final tes�mony. His
closing words brought forth vehement protests. “I see the
heavens opened, and the Son of man standing on the
right hand of God.” Acts 7:55.56.
He was “full of the Holy Ghost”, and the Jewish leaders were
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“cut to the heart” by the Spirit of Jesus. Acts 7:54.
The crowd put their hands over
their ears, and in anger the elders
dragged Stephen “out of the city,
and stoned him.” Acts 7:57.58.
They were in fact stoning the
convic�ng power of the Saviour,
which was the unpardonable sin.
Acts 7:54.55.

Wellcome Collec�on
Orazio Samachini
Wikimedia Commons

Soon a�er Stephen’s martyrdom, God raised up Saul of Tarsus,
who became Paul the apostle. Ananias was told, “He is a
chosen vessel unto me, to bear my name before the
Gentiles, and kings, and the children of Israel.” Acts 9:15.
A�er his bap�sm, Paul immediately began to “preach Christ
that He is the Son of God.” Acts 9:18.20.
He preached to the Jews, but when they refused to hear him,
he said, “It was necessary the word of God should first
have been spoken to you: but seeing ye put it from you,
and judge yourselves unworthy of everlasting life, lo, we
turn to the Gentiles. For so hath the Lord commanded
us, saying, I have set thee to be a light of the Gentiles,
that thou shouldest be for salvation unto the ends of the
earth.” Acts 13:46. 11:10. 5:42.
And so the ‘seventy weeks’ came to an end. Probation was
over for na�onal Israel.
The tears shed by Jesus on His way to Jerusalem were for the
inevitable destruction that would come upon the city. His
beloved would be given into the hands of the enemy and there
was nothing He could do about it.
167

Chapter 21 -- Future
Many people believe all the prophecies referring to Israel in
the Old Testament will be fulfilled to the Jewish people, but
this is a mistake. Once it would have been so, but now all
these prophecies are for spiritualIsrael,those in the olive tree.
God’s promise that Israel would become a “kingdom of
priests, and an holy nation” was a pledge that depended on
Israel’s spiritual condition. Exodus 19:6. No priest could be a
law-breaker, and certainly not a worshipper of idols.
This prophecy was for those who entered God’s covenant of
faith, and through His strength were obedient. They would be
God’s “peculiar treasure above all people.” Exodus 19:5.
The fulfilment is spoken of by Peter. “But ye are a chosen
generation, a royal priesthood, an holy nation, a peculiar
(chosen, unique) people; that ye should shew forth the
praises of him who hath called you out of darkness into
his marvellous light.” 1 Peter 2:9.
The apostle was writing to believers in the olive tree who were
living among the heathen. He said of them, “which in time
past were not a people, but are now the people of God.” 1
Peter 2:10. Peter is quo�ng Hosea’s prophecy referring to
Judah and Israel who were sca�ered around the world in the
Diaspora.
“Yet the number of the children of Israel shall be as the
sand of the sea, which cannot be measured nor
numbered; and it shall come to pass, that in the place
where it was said unto them, Ye are not my people, there
it shall be said unto them, Ye are the sons of the living
God.” Hosea 1:10.11.
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The apostle Peter encourages the sca�ered believers and
draws them together. They are a part of the spiritual, “holy
nation” of Israel. All are priests of a “holy priesthood”, with
access to God. 1 Peter 2:9. The term ‘priesthood of all
believers’ was used by the 16th century Reformers in contrast
with the papal dogma of approaching God only through the
Catholic priest.
Many say that agriculture in the Negev desert is a fulfilment of
Isaiah’s prophecy, and “the desert…” is blossoming “…as the
rose.” Isaiah 35:1. This is a false understanding.
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Instead, the abundance of fruit and vegetables is the result of
much hard work – computer-controlled drip irrigation,
thermal imaging for crop water stress detection, biological
pest control, extensive water-reuse, and desalination
plants. www.factsaboutisrael.uk 54
The desert will blossom as a rose when God re-creates the earth
in Edenic beauty.
All the prophecies of the Old Testament are worded for the
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Jewish people. Everything was wri�en for them, and were to
be fulfilled by them. Since they were unfaithful, the verses
must be seen in a wider sense for all who will be saved. Thus
some of the specifics do not apply.
For example. “Behold, I create new heavens and a new
earth… There shall be no more thence an infant of days,
nor an old man that hath not filled his days: for the child
shall die an hundred years old; but the sinner being an
hundred years old shall be accursed.” Isaiah 65:20.
In the promised new earth of the redeemed, there will be no
more “death, neither sorrow, now crying, neither shall
there be any more pain…” Revela�on 21:4.
All who will inhabit the wonderful new earth will have eternal
life, thus the verse does not apply. Death and the grave will
have been destroyed before the earth is recreated. Revelation
20:14.15.
If Israel had obeyed God’s commandments, the earth would
have been progressively cul�vated. Deserts would have been
transformed and marshy lands healed, “for in the wilderness
shall waters break out, and streams in the desert.” Isaiah
35:6.
The surrounding na�ons of the world would have enquired
about Israel’s prosperity. Many would have accepted the
Messiah and travelled to worship in Jerusalem, “…a city of
truth; and the mountain of the Lord of hosts the holy
mountain.” Zechariah 8:3.20-23. Micah 4:1-5. Isaiah 2:1-4.
Revela�on 21:23-26.
It would have been a happy place, with boys and girls playing in
the streets.
The crops would have yielded an abundant
harvest, with grapes on the vines and fruit on the trees. In due
season, rain and dew would have watered the ground.
Zechariah 8:5.12.
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The animals would have been changed, for the “wolf also
shall dwell with the lamb, and the leopard shall lie down
with the kid; and the calf and the young lion and the
fatling together; and a little child shall lead them.” Isaiah
11:6.
“They shall not hurt nor destroy in all my holy mountain:
for the earth shall be full of the knowledge of the Lord, as
the waters cover the sea.” Isaiah 11:9.
Those with infirmi�es would be healed. The blind would see,
the deaf hear, the dumb sing, and the lame would walk. Isaiah
35:5.6. Tears would cease as the melody of singing sounded
forth. Isaiah 65:17-19.
Eventually, the whole earth would be transformed.
what might have been….

This is

And yet it will be, for God’s promises are certain.
However, every prophecy now refers to Israel of the Spirit, all
who are in the olive tree. It is they who “…look for new
heavens and a new earth, wherein dwelleth
righteousness.” 2 Peter 3:13.
The earthly city of Jerusalem is loved by Jews and Christians
alike, however, for the followers of Yeshua, their city is not on
the earth. “For here have we no continuing city, but we
seek one to come.” Hebrews 13:14. God hath “prepared for
them a city”, whose “builder and maker is God.” Hebrews
11:16.10.
Jesus will rule from Jerusalem, but instead of it being the old
city, it will be the New Jerusalem. “And I John saw the holy,
new Jerusalem, coming down from God out of heaven,
prepared as a bride adorned for her husband… having the
glory of God: and her light was like unto a stone most
precious, even like a jasper stone, clear as crystal…”
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Revela�on 21:2.11.
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Jesus will stand on the Mount of Olives at His third advent, just
before the New Jerusalem descends from heaven. Then Olivet
will split in two. Zechariah 14:4. The “very great valley” will
be for the city to rest upon, a far greater expanse than the split
mountain would generate. 56
Once the holy city is se�led on the new clean expanse, there
will be a resurrection. Billions of lost men and women will
come forth to cover the earth like an ocean. Many will be
shocked to find themselves outside the city, and there will be
much wailing.
Spurred on by a visible Satan and his evil angels, the lost will be
convinced they can take the city. They begin their
preparations, but before the mass assault can begin, the
verdict of the second judgment is passed down. Then every
single person knows why they are outside the gates of pearl,
and why they have been barred from entering the holy
city. Revela�on 20:15. 21:27. 22:15.
Although filled with despair, “every knee shall bow…” and
acknowledge the righteous judgment of God. Romans 14:11.
Philippians 2:10.
Many Jews are concerned about prophecies against them, such
as, “I will gather all nations against Jerusalem to battle…”
Zechariah 14:1.2. Joel 3:2. 57
Although nations of the world will plan to come against
Jerusalem, the fulfilment will be when the lost are raised. It is
this mul�tude who will go against the new Jerusalem. Upon
“the breadth of the earth” they will “compass the camp of
the saints about, and the beloved city, and fire came
down from God out of heaven, and devoured them.”
Revela�on 20:8.9. 58
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The gathering of the nations to fight against the New Jerusalem
parallels the prophecy of Gog and Magog. They “shall come
up against my people of Israel, as a cloud to cover the
land… and it shall come to pass at the same time when
Gog shall come against the land of Israel, saith the Lord
God, that my fury shall come up in my face… for in the fire
of my wrath have I spoken… And I will rain upon him, and
upon his bands, and upon the many people that are with
him, an overflowing rain, and great hailstones, fire and,
brimstone… And I will send a fire on Magog.” Ezekiel
38:16.18.19.22. Revelation 20:9. 16:21.
The original prophecy referring to literal Israel has details that
do not apply in the broader fulfilment. The hailstones, fire
and brimstone will fall, but after the a�ack on the city of
Jerusalem by Gog and Magog, Israel was instructed to “set on
fire and burn the weapons… shields, bucklers, bows,
arrows, spears… and they shall burn them with fire seven
years.” Ezekiel 39:9.
They were also to bury the dead. “And seven months shall
the house of Israel be burying of them, that they may
cleanse the land…. And the passengers that pass through
the land, when any seeth a man’s bone, then shall he set
up a sign by it, till the buriers have buried it in the valley of
Hamongog.” Ezekiel 39:14.15.
Neither of these will be necessary in the anti-type, as the fire of
the second death burns person and everything to ash, thus
cleansing the earth. Malachi 4:1.3. Ezekiel 28:14.18.19.
In another prophecy, the birds were to have a feast of the
bodies of the dead after the ba�le had ended. “…Speak unto
every feathered fowl, and to every beast of the field,
Assemble yourselves and come; gather yourselves on
every side to my sacrifice… that ye may eat flesh, and
drink blood.” Ezekiel 39:17.
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The apostle John refers to the same event a�er speaking of the
King of Kings riding a white horse from heaven.
“I saw an angel… and he cried with a loud voice, saying
to all the fowls that fly in the midst of heaven, Come and
gather yourselves together unto the supper of the great
God, that ye may eat the flesh of kings, and the flesh of
captains… and the flesh of all men, both free and bond,
both small and great.” Revela�on 19:17.18.
The an�-type will take place at the return of the Christ the
second �me. The dead will not be buried, and the birds and
other creatures will feed on them. After the 1000 years of the
millennium, there will be nothing le�. During this �me Satan
and his host will be unable to tempt and harass men and
women as there will be no human being alive on the earth.
Revela�on 20:1-3.7.8.
Another ancient prophecy that does apply to the Jewish people
is of the valley of dry bones. “The Lord carried me out in
the spirit, and set me down in the midst of the valley
which was full of bones, and caused me to pass by them
around about, and behold, they were very many in the
open valley, and lo, they were very dry.” Ezekiel 37:1.2.
Today God sees those Jewish dry bones in the valleys of this
world, and He is watching over them.
The Lord asked Ezekiel, “Can these bones live?”
He replied, “O Lord God thou knowest.” Ezekiel 37:3.
Ezekiel is then told to prophesy upon the bones, saying, “O ye
dry bones, hear the word of the Lord…”
And God said, “Behold, I will cause breath to enter into you,
and ye shall live, and I will lay sinews upon you, and will
bring up flesh upon you, and cover you with skin, and put
breath in you, and ye shall live…
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“And ye shall know that I am the Lord, when I have
opened your graves, O my people, and brought you up
out of your graves. And shall put my Spirit in you, and ye
shall live, and I shall place you in your own land: then
shall ye know that I the Lord have spoken it, and
performed it, saith the Lord.” Ezekiel 37:4-6.
This part of the prophecy will be fulfilled when the Spirit of God
is poured out again. At Pentecost it fell upon the apostles as
the former rain. It germinated the seeds sown by Yeshua
during His ministry. The la�er rain will fall just before the
return of Yeshua, and it will mature the crop for the wheat
harvest.
“And it shall come to pass afterward, that I will pour out
my spirit upon all flesh; and your sons and daughters
shall prophesy, your old men shall dream dreams, your
young men shall see visions.” Joel 2:28.
The la�er rain will be a mighty display of God’s glory, far more
abundant than at Pentecost. The Spirit of Jesus will fall on all
flesh all over the world, including the dry bones of the Jewish
people.
“And it shall come to pass in that day, that the Lord shall
set His hand again the second time to recover the
remnant of his people from… Assyria, and from Egypt….
and from the islands of the sea.
And he shall set up an ensign for the nations, and shall
assemble the outcasts of Israel, and gather together the
dispersed of Judah from the four corners of the earth.”
Isaiah 11:11.12.
Some have suggested this was fulfilled in Hezekiah’s day.
Others believe it was the return from Babylon. The widest
dispersion was at the siege of Rome. Many believe it is being
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fulfilled today in the return of thousands of Jews to Jerusalem.
However, none of these fulfil Isaiah’s prophecy.
The first fulfilment of Isaiah’s prophecy was between 539BC
and 457BC, a�er their cap�vity in Babylon, when the cap�ves
were released. The second will be almost 2000 years a�er
Rome’s siege in AD70.
It will begin with a worldwide “ensign” or signal by Messiah,
not only for the Jewish people, the outcasts of Israel and the
dispersed of Judah, but also for the Gen�les. Isaiah 11:10.
The word ensign can mean a ‘standard’ like the flag of a
military leader being lifted up. “All ye inhabitants of the
world, and dwellers on the earth, see ye, when he lifteth
up an ensign on the mountains; and when he bloweth a
trumpet, hear ye.” Isaiah 18:3.
Listen for the signal when the Lord sets “his hand again the
second time to recover the remnant of his people… and
he shall set up an ensign for the nations, and shall
assemble the outcasts of Israel, and gather together the
dispersed of Judah from the four corners of the earth.”
Isaiah 11:11.12.
It will be a second Pentecost, the pouring out of Messiah’s
Spirit on His faithful children in the olive tree. Mul�tudes will
go out in la�er rain power, proclaiming Yeshua-Jesus to be the
risen and glorified Son of God.
Thousands of Jewish men and women longing for Messiah, will
hear the message and suddenly realise their leaders crucified
Him 2000 years ago. “And they shall look upon him whom
they have pierced, and they shall mourn for him, as one
mourneth for his only son, and shall be in bitterness for
him, as one that is in bitterness for his firstborn.”
Zechariah 12:10.
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They will lament with bitter cries, ‘Yeshua really was the
Messiah.’
But their sorrow will be turned to joy when it is explained that
a “fountain (has been) opened to the house of David and to
the inhabitants of Jerusalem for sin and for uncleanness.”
Zechariah 13:1.
Spiritual men who are mighty in the Scriptures will see Yeshua
throughout the Tanakh for the first time. Their hearts will
thrill with the wonder of it, and they will declare with zeal that
Yeshua is the Son of God.
During this �me the world will be in total rebellion, as in the
days of Noah -- governments, churches and people will follow
the dictates of their own carnal hearts. Only God’s faithful
remnant will be obedient.
It is then the Ten Commandments will be brought out of
the chamber in Jerusalem as a
witness to the disobedient and
violent world that God’s law is
immutable.
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Jewish men who have searched diligently for Messiah and
honoured the law of God all their lives will be filled with the
Spirit to uphold the law as a tes�mony of the righteousness of
the God of Israel.
When the Spirit of Yeshua is poured out on all flesh, only those
who are spiritually longing for Messiah will receive it. Secular
men and women who have no interest in the temple, in Torah,
the law, Shabbat, prophecy, Israel or Jerusalem, will not
receive it. The latter rain will be falling on hearts all around
them, but they will not discern or receive it.
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While their brethren are rejoicing in Yeshua, these worldly
ones will mock. ‘Yeshuathe Messiah! Ha, after all these years
and now you think Heis the Messiah. What’s wrong with you?’
Eventually mockery will turn to hatred and hatred to
persecu�on, even death.
Having resisted the Spirit’s convicting power, it is impossible
for these people to accept Yeshua as the Messiah. Their
rejec�on will be the unpardonable sin.
God is protec�ng the Jewish people in spite of the threats to
exterminate them. “They have said, Come, and let us cut
them off from being a nation; that the name of Israel may
be no more in remembrance.” Psalm 83:4.
Every time we see God’s protection in the lives of the Jewish
people, we see His amazing love. It is not a fulfilment of Old
Testament prophecy, but the ongoing fulfilment of the apostle
Paul’s statement to the Gen�les. “As concerning the gospel,
they are enemies for your sakes: but as touching the
election, they are beloved for the fathers’ sakes.” Romans
11:28.
Never forget this fact --- God loves the Jewish people. He said
through the prophet, “I have loved thee with an everlasting
love: therefore with lovingkindness have I drawn thee.”
Jeremiah 31:3. That love remains because God does not
change, nor does His Son. Malachi 3:6. Hebrews 13:8.
Because of that love, the Jewish people are being protected.
During the incredible Six-Day War, when Israel faced the
combined forces of Egypt, Jordan, Syria and Iraq, many
miracles took place, not to mention the fact that a war was
won in just six days! 59
The combined Allied Arab forces were nearly half a million troops,
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almost twice as many as Israel, even with its reserves. Backed
by the Soviet Union, the Arabs possessed more than twice the
number of tanks and four �mes the number of aircra�.
The Arab na�ons an�cipated a massacre. The president of
Iraq declared, “The existence of Israel is an error which
must be rectified. This is our opportunity to wipe out the
ignominy which has been with us since 1948. Our goal is
clear – to wipe Israel off the map.” ffoz.org
Why then did a huge well-equipped Egyp�an army suddenly
retreat in fear and trembling from Israel’s small army? It was
reported by an Egyp�an eyewitness that they had seen a
massive con�ngency of soldiers and tanks bearing down on
them.
Surely this is a repeat of Elisha’s request that his servant see
that “they that be with us are more than they that be with
them.” 2 Kings 6:16.17.
God’s love was also demonstrated when a sudden sand storm
revealed deadly land mines across the desert plain, so that
Israeli soldiers were able to walk safely through the area.
God’s loving heart is protec�ng them un�l the day the minds of
those who are spiritual will be opened by the Spirit and they
will see that Yeshua is really God’s Son and the Messiah.
“And the ransomed of the Lord shall return, and come to
Zion with songs and everlasting joy upon their heads: they
shall obtain joy and gladness, and sorrow and sighing
shall flee away.” Isaiah 35:10.
This will be fulfilled for all Israel of the Spirit. The verses are
couched in language that could have applied to literal Israel if
they had accepted Yeshua and obeyed His commandments.
Then they would have returnedto their land and Zion.
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The language can also apply to spiritual Israel if they trust in
Jesus and are obedient to His commandments. They will return
to a restoredEden, the heavenly land promised to Abraham.
Then the whole earth will be Zion. Together they will “draw
water out of the wells of salvation (yeshuah).” Isaiah 12:3.
Sadly, millions of Holocaust and anti-Semi�sm vic�ms, men,
women and children, died during the past 2000 years without
knowing the truth. Most had no idea that the ‘Chris�an Jesus’
was the Jewish Messiah. 60 God has a record of these dear
people.
All who loved God with true hearts, and longed for Messiah,
will be resurrected at the wheat harvest.
When they see Yeshua, they will love Him.
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Chapter 22 --

Remnant

According to the Bible, only a remnant will take part in the
glorious la�er rain experience. In fact, there has always been
‘only a remnant’ -- the return from Assyria, from Babylon, from
all countries, from the persecu�on of the ‘woman’ in the
wilderness. Isaiah 10:20-22. 11:11.16. Isaiah 37:31.32.
Revela�on 12:17.
“For though thy people Israel be as the sand of the sea,
yet a remnant of them shall return…”
Isaiah 10:22.
Jeremiah 23:3.
Paul quotes Isaiah concerning Israel, but he makes the text
even stronger, “Though the number of the children of Israel
be as the sand of the sea, a remnant shall be saved.”
Romans 9:27.
Many have accepted Jesus by faith and their names are wri�en
in the Book of Life, but the judgment will be show that they did
not maintain their walk with the Saviour.
In His parable of the man without a wedding garment, Jesus
concludes with the words, “many are called, but few a
chosen.” Matthew 22:12-14. This parable signifies an
inves�ga�on into the lives of the men and women who accept
God’s gracious invitation to His Son’s wedding.
All are provided with a beau�ful white wedding garment, but
unless that robe is inwrought into the character, it is not worn
at all.
Jus�fica�on is an imputed gi� of righteousness, but
accompanying it is Christ’s imparted righteousness through His
Spirit, by which He brings a change in the life. Romans 3:24.
5:1. 6:10-16.22. 2 Thessalonians 2:13. 1 Peter 1:2.
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Although set apart for a holy use at conversion, the Spirit
con�nues to sanctify and change the character to become
more and more like Jesus. 2 Corinthians 3:18. 1 Thessalonians
5:23. John 17:19.
Salva�on is by faith in Christ alone, but unless that faith is
ac�ve and alive with righteous works, it is dead. James
2:20.26. Ephesians 2:8-10. Revela�on 3:20.21.
The condition of the professing church in these last days is
Laodicean. It is lukewarm. The words of Christ may not be
stated openly, but the heart and life will tes�fy of their
condition. “I am rich, and increased with goods, and have
need of nothing.” Revela�on 3:17.
Jesus condemns the Laodicean as “wretched, and miserable,
and poor, and blind, and naked…”, completely unaware of
the condi�on. Revelation 3:17.
These symptoms are very old and universal. It is the state of
man in sin, and the state of all churches, Chris�an and
Messianic. It is for this reason, only a remnant will be saved.
To the Laodicean, Jesus is portrayed as a divine Salesman. He
invites them to, “Buy of me gold tried in the fire, that thou
mayest be rich; and white raiment, that thou mayest be
clothed, and that the shame of thy nakedness do not
appear; and anoint thine eyes with eyesalve, that thou
mayest see.” Revela�on 3:18
These divine wares are free, for we are “redeemed without
money.” Isaiah 52:3. 1 Peter 1:18.19.
Isaiah had a similar message. “Ho, every one that thirsteth,
come ye to the waters, and he that hath no money; come
ye, buy and eat; yea, come, buy wine and milk without
money and without price.” Isaiah 55:1.
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Salva�on is a gift. Paul emphasises it by calling it a “free gift.”
Romans 5:15.16. Of course, if it is a gift, it is free. Otherwise,
it is not a gi�. 61 Romans 3:28. 4:4.5.14.16.
Although God gives “eternal life” as a gift, it came at great
cost. Romans 6:23. Ephesians 2:8. God the Father so loved
the human family, that He gave His only bego�en Son, not for
just a few years on earth, but for eternity. The gi� is priceless.
2 Corinthians 9:15.
In Israel, there were three major ‘pilgrimage’ feasts – Passover,
Pentecost and Tabernacles – and on these three occasions, the
words of Psalm 118 were sung. It was a hymn for joyful
occasions.
When bands of joyous and happy believers came to the gates
of Jerusalem, their voices were heard throughout the streets,
and as they neared the gates of the temple, the closing words
rang out in a joyous crescendo.
“…Open to me the gates of righteousness: I will go
into them, and I will praise the Lord:
This gate of the Lord, into which the righteous shall
enter.
I will praise thee: for thou hast heard me, and art
become my salvation.
The stone which the builders refused is become the
head stone of the corner.
This is the Lord’s doing; it is marvellous in our eyes.
This is the day which the Lord hath made; we will
rejoice and be glad in it…
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Blessed be he that cometh in the name of the
Lord: we have blessed you out of the house of the
Lord.
Thou art my God, and I will praise thee: thou art my
God, I will exalt thee.
O give thanks unto the Lord; for he is good: for his
mercy endureth for ever.” Psalm 118:19-29.
When Jesus entered Jerusalem riding a young colt on the 9th
Nissan, the people sang with joy, “Blessed is he that cometh
in the name of the Lord.” They believed Jesus was entering
the city to be crowned king. It was a joyous occasion, the
beginning of the Messianic Age. Matthew 21:9. Mark 11:9.
But they were mistaken.
When Jesus left the temple for the last �me, He said to the
priests, “Behold, your house is left unto you desolate: and
verily I say unto you, Ye shall not see me, until the time
come when ye shall say, Blessed is he that cometh in the
name of the Lord.” Luke 13:35.
The leaders of Israel who rejected Yeshua will not be singing
those words with joy when Christ returns in glory. Instead they
will “wail because of Him.” Revela�on 1:7.
Yeshua’s words will vividly come to their minds. “I say unto
you, Hereafter shall ye see the Son of man sitting on the
right hand of power, and coming in the clouds of heaven.”
Matthew 26:64.
But it is too late for them.
They will see Him in the clouds, no longer wearing a crown of
thorns, but a diadem of glory. His robe will be radiant white,
and He will be surrounded by ten thousand �mes ten thousand
holy angels. Oh, the power and the glory!
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When they see Him, they will cry to the mountains and rocks,
“Fall on us, and hide us from the face of him that sitteth
on the throne, and from the wrath of the Lamb.” Revelation
6:15.16.
It is impossible to hide.
These wicked men will die a second �me and be raised at the
resurrection of the lost. The Lord will “make them as a fiery
oven in the time of thine anger: the Lord shall swallow
them up in his wrath, and the fire shall devour them.”
Psalm 21:8.9.
God’s wrath is His jus�ce, not His anger. He has “no pleasure
in the death of the wicked”, but as a righteous judge, He
must administer jus�ce and give the lost their punishment.
Ezekiel 33:11. Love without jus�ce is not true love.
We can be assured that the God of the universe, and His
beloved Son are righteous in their judgment. They will not
torment the lost for eternity. This is a doctrine of Satan to
mock God and cause men and women to reject Him as cruel
and cold-blooded. He depicts the merciful God as a hideous
monster without love or compassion.
Although men have been sadis�c in their treatment of others,
God is love.
A judgment will justly determine who is lost,
together with the length and severity of their penalty. Once
the fire has done its work, there will be nothing left but ash.
God loved the world so much He was willing to part with His
beloved Son so that every human being could have everlas�ng
life. Rejec�ng the Son is a choice to perish without one
glimmer of hope. John 3:16.
When Jesus began to descend the Mount of Olives on the
donkey, the crowd continued to praise God and kept repea�ng
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the prophecy, “Blessed is he that cometh in the name of
the Lord.” Luke 19:37.38. This offended the delegation of
priests and rabbis, and they demanded of Jesus, “Rebuke thy
disciples.” He refused. Luke 10:39.40.
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We all need to ask ourselves – Will I be singing with joy on that
day, or will I be wailing in agony?
If Yeshua-Jesus is truly your Saviour, you are one of God’s
remnant who will be singing with great joy, “Blessed is he
that cometh in the name of the Lord.” Psalms 118:26.
Jesus will say to you, “Well done, thou good and faithful
servant…. Enter thou into the joy of thy Lord.” Matthew
25:21.
“Blessed be the Lord God of Israel from

everlasting, and to everlasting. Amen, and
Amen.” Psalm 41:13.
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Conclusion
When God’s great weekof time is over, the universe will again
be clean and free of sin. Sinners will be no more, and death
itself will have come to an end.
1 Corinthians 15:26.
Revela�on 20:14.15.
Not only will the redeemed sing praises to their Saviour, but all
heaven will rejoice in thanksgiving that the works of the enemy
have been destroyed.
In the beginning God made a beautiful world that was to be
populated by righteous human beings who would never know
sin or death. If they con�nued to show their love for God by
not partaking of the forbidden tree, they would have lived
forever in peace and harmony. The whole of the universe
would be one unblemished family, and God and His Son would
have rejoiced in their crea�on for eternity.

Sin
Our first parents failed the test, and since their fall into moral
depravity this earth has been an isolated planet of suffering.
Today the world is filled with disease, heartaches and
horrendous acts of cruelty.
We are almost at the point of no return.
When this world reaches the condi�on of Noah’s day, where
men were so wicked that “the thoughts of his heart was only
evil continually”, proba�on will close. Genesis 6:5.
Jesus said, “As it was in the days of Noe, so shall it be also
in the days of the Son of man. They did eat, they drank,
they married wives, they were given in marriage, until the
day that Noe entered into the ark, and the flood came,
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and destroyed them all.” Luke 17:26.27.
He also likened it to Sodom and Gomorrah. “Likewise as it
was in the days of Lot; they did eat, they drank, they
bought, they sold, they planted, they builded; But the
same day that Lot went out of Sodom it rained fire and
brimstone from heaven, and destroyed them all. Even
thus shall it be in the days when the Son of man is
revealed.” Luke 17:28-30.
“And the Lord rained upon Sodom and upon Gomorrah
brimstone and fire from the Lord out of heaven.” Genesis
19:24. These ci�es are “set forth for an example, suffering
the vengeance of eternal fire.” Jude 7. 62
God has warned that He will bring fire and brimstone upon the
whole world. Dear Reader, have you heeded the warning?

Law
We have asked why Israel did not accept God’s covenant when
it was continually offered to them. We can also ask – Why do
men and women today not accept God’s covenant and the gi�
of salva�on when it is provided for them freely?
There is only one answer – love of self. Unfortunately, self-love
is disobedient. It perpetuates itself with every sinful act, so
that in the end all desire for change is gone.
Keeping the law is a very serious ma�er for all who are in the
olive tree, as God says, “whosoever is born of God doth not
commit sin…” and “he that committeth sin is of the devil.” 1
John 3:8-10. Anyone who refuses to keep “His commandments is a liar.” 1 John 2:4. Revela�on 21:27. 22:15. John
8:44. Galatians 5:19-21.
The stone precepts are the letter of the law, but they are not
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the sum total. Jesus made it clear in His sermon on the mount
that there was something far greater than the letter of the law.
“Ye have heard that it was said by them of old time, Thou
shalt not kill…. But I say unto you, whosoever is angry
with his brother without a cause shall be in danger of the
judgment…
Ye have heard that it was said by them of old time, Thou
shalt not commit adultery, But I say unto you, whosoever
looketh on a woman to lust after her hath committed
adultery with her already in his heart.”
Matthew
5:21.22.27.28.
Jesus was not doing away with the law as many believe, but
showing its depth. It is far deeper than the le�er, as it
demands righteousness in thought, word, and deed. Ma�hew
5:17.18.19.20. The Saviour came to “magnify the law.” Isaiah
42:21.
Those who say – ‘Thelaw hasbeendone away’, or ‘Thelaw is
old covenantbondage’will have to answer the Judge of all the
earth. Ma�hew 5:19.20. To quote as evidence -- “Ye are not
under law, but under grace”, or “If ye be led of the Spirit,
ye are not under the law”, is to misquote.
Romans 6:14.
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Gala�ans 5:18.
It is true men and women in the olive tree are not under the
old covenant, and their obedience is not just the letter,
however, the same law in its fullness has been wri�en on their
hearts and minds, “not in tables of stone, but in fleshy tables
of the heart.” 2 Corinthians 3:3. Romans 7:12.
Under the new covenant,the spirit andthe le�er must be kept,
far more than required of Israel in the past. The mo�va�on is
not law, but love. It is not self, but the indwelling Christ. “If
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you love me” said Jesus, “keep my commandments.” John
14:15.
Many seem fearful of the Ten Commandments as wri�en in
Exodus, but there is no need to fear reading and studying
them. An old covenant experience will not rub off on the
reader.
God wrote His law on tables of stone to keep a permanent
record of His will. He also wrote it on solid rock to make it
impossible for human beings to alter its precepts. Men can
ignore them, or deny them, but the tables remain.
The An�christ could “think to (and did) change times and
laws”, but the tables remain unchanged in the Word of God.
Daniel 7:25. 64
God also used stone to denote the hard heart of those who
have an old covenant experience, from wicked Cain, and on
through history to the end-�me “beast” who is empowered by
“the dragon.” And like Cain, this power will put to death all
who keep God’s commandments and refuse to worship (obey)
the “beast and his image.” Revelation 13:15. Romans 6:16.
1 John 3:8-10.
The law on stone is also a clear guide to the convertedheart. It
reveals the basic requirements of God for Chris�an living. It
speaks of purity of worship, and purity of life in all the basic
areas of life. No one can mistake its requirements.
The law is “holy… just and good.” Romans 7:12.
It is
“spiritual” and “ordained to life.” Romans 7:10.14. When
Jesus looked at the law, there was no condemnation. Gala�ans
3:12. John 8:46. 14:30. But when a sinner looks at the law, it
condemns. Romans 7:7.8. 3:19.20
However, in revealing the sinner’s sinfulness, the Spirit will speak
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to the heart of its need for cleansing, and thus the law is an
agent in bringing men and women to the Messiah. “The law
of the Lord is perfect, converting the soul.” Psalm 19:7.
A�er his conversion, Paul could say, “I delight in the law of
God after the inward man.” Romans 7:22. He had been
born again and “freed from sin.” He was no longer a “servant
of sin”, but a “servant of righteousness.” Romans 6:6.7.18.
The apostle could look at the law and see no condemnation -as long as he walked in obedience. Romans 8:1.12.13. 65
David wrote 176 verses in the longest psalm about God’s law.
He said, “O how love I thy law! It is my meditation all the
day.
The law of thy mouth is better unto me than thousands of
gold and silver.
How sweet are thy words unto my taste! Yea, sweeter
than honey to my mouth!” Psalm 119: 97.72.103.
The statutes of the Lord are right, rejoicing the heart: the
commandment of the Lord is pure, enlightening the
eyes…
More to be desired are they than gold, yea, than much
fine gold: sweeter also than honey and the honeycomb.”
Psalm 19:8.9.
Are we to say this is old covenant, and our experience is
better? No.

Covenant
Every child is born with an old covenant experience, Abel as
well as Cain. All who enter the human race are under a
covenant of death. It has not been made official with the
ratifica�on of blood, and yet it is just as real as the covenant
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ratified by Moses. Both end in death.
The covenant at Sinai is represented by Hagar, an
Egyp�an slave, who gave birth to Ishmael. She lived prior to
the dedica�on of the Mosaic covenant, yet she represents that
covenant. Thus the old covenant was a “ministration of
condemnation” that “gendereth to bondage.” Gala�ans
4:24. This made it a “ministration of death.” 2 Corinthians
3:7.9.
When Israel had broken the covenant beyond repair, not one
Jewish man or woman believed it was over, or that God had
departed from them.
The priests and Levites continued temple services as if nothing
had changed. Sacrifices were offered and religious rites were
observed day in and day out. Not un�l Jerusalem was sacked
by Rome, did they cease. But there was no change of heart.
Even today the Jewish people believe they are chosen of God
and all the promises s�ll apply to them.
This is why the Temple Ins�tute has everything in readiness for
the third temple.
When the Torah is read in the synagogue on Sabbaths, a veil is
over the eyes of men and women. They are unable to see
beyond their own history. Instead of admitting they have
failed God, they continue to bolster themselves with false
understandings of Scripture.
Do we blame them?
Years of persecu�on “in the name of Christ” has taught them
that Jesus is the Christian ‘god’ who hates Jews. If only they
could see that Yeshua really is ha Mashiach. He alone can
remove the veil. 2 Corinthians 3:14-16.
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But, as Paul asked, “How shall they call on him in whom
they have not believed? And how shall they believe in
him of whom they have not heard? And how shall they
hear without a preacher?... How beautiful are the feet of
them that preach the gospel of peace, and bring glad
tidings of good things.” Romans 10:14.15. Isaiah 52:7.
You and I can be those beautiful feet.

Restora�on
When God has renewed the earth in its Edenic beauty, there
will be no sign of sin or death. The curse upon nature will have
been removed, and the trees and plants will flourish in the mild
and pleasant temperature every day of the year.
The people of God will rejoice with joy unspeakable. They will
ever be learning new revela�ons of God, of nature and the
universe.
The crystal-clear river of life will provide water to drink, and the
tree of life, with its “twelve manner of fruit… every month”,
will sustain life for eternity. Revelation 22:1.2.
“And it shall come to pass, that from one new moon to
another, and from one Sabbath to another, shall all flesh
come to worship before me, saith the Lord.” Isaiah 66:23.
Living in the beautiful new earth, the redeemed will spend
Sabbath in the New Jerusalem to worship their Creator. What
an amazing thought – to sit at the feet of the God the Father
and His Son and to learn the treasures of heaven!
Each month the saved will walk the grassy paths to the holy
city and partake of the delicious life-giving fruit from the tree
of life. Day by day, they will learn more of redemp�on’s story
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and will rejoice in the love that emanates from the Father and
His beloved Son.
As the years of eternity roll, the seven thousand years of this
earth’s sinfulness and destruc�on will be as if it had never
taken place. Looking in both direc�ons is eternity.
To God it was a verylong‘week’ of sadness and suffering, but
when it is over, the universe will once again be in total
harmony. Joy and holy delight will reign throughout every
world and in every heart.
Sin and afflic�on will never rise again. Nahum 1:9.
The “tabernacle of God is with men, and he will dwell with
them, and they shall be his people, and God himself shall
be with them, and be their God.” Revela�on 21:3.
When the sanctuary was given to Israel in the wilderness of
Sinai and the divine presence dwelt in the shekhinahglory, God
was demonstra�ng His longing desire to be with His people.
But more than that, He wanted to dwell in His people.
This became a reality for men and women who surrendered to
God’scovenant. Under the new covenant, the Spirit of Yeshua
dwells within His people as the Comforter. “Messiah – Christ
-- in you the hope of glory.” Colossians 1:27.
“Know ye not that ye are the temple of God, and the Spirit
of God dwelleth in you?” 1 Corinthians 3:16.
There are Jewish rabbis who understand God’s desire to dwell
in His people. An excerpt from the Sefer Charedim states,
“You are a Temple for the presence of the Holy King! As
such it is extremely important that you sanctify your
heart and your soul, as well as all 248 limbs (bones) of
your body.” The Book of the Awestruck. (R Eliezer Azkari, c
1550) 66:27. 66
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When the earth is made new, the Spirit of Yeshua will s�ll abide
in the hearts and minds of His people, but they will also “see
His face.” Revelation 22:4. All God’s longings will then be
fulfilled.
His true Israel, children of the Seed of Abraham, will finally be
in the land of promise.
They entered by faith, believing the Captain of their salva�on
had fought and conquered the giants, and won the victory.
Never will they be separated from their home and Messiah
again. Yeshua will always be in His people, and with His
people.
Only one reminder of sin will remain --the nail prints in the hands and feet of
our wonderful Saviour

Jesus

“What are the wounds in
your hands?”
Zechariah
13:6.
Licensed to www.goodsalt.com
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The final sec�on is:

Notes and Comments
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Commentsand Pointsof Interest:
1.

(p5) Although the Bible does not men�on a covering of light
around Adam and Eve, it is mentioned in other writings. For
instance, ancient Chinese wri�ngs on bone show that they
believed in the true God and the Bible account of creation,
the fall, and many other records of Scriptural history. The
light surrounding Adam and Eve is men�oned in pictogram
form in the Chinese characters (wri�ng). The wri�ng has
changed somewhat today, but some of it can s�ll be seen.
Other historic wri�ngs men�on it as well. It certainly makes
sense to see Adam and Eve clothed, rather than literally
naked. As it is a robe of light, it does not contradict the
Hebrew word for naked, but gives understanding as to why
they felt they were naked only a�er they had sinned. When
the light departed, they could see their nakedness, but not
before. Even in perfec�on, God does not want His children
naked.

2.

(p5) The teachings of Nimrod actually came from his wife
Semiramus. A�er Nimrod was put to death (believed to be
by his grandfather Shem for idolatry) Semiramus became
pregnant and claimed it was from a shaft of the sun, which
she said was from Nimrod, and that her son was the son of
Nimrod, actually Nimrod himself. He is called Tammuz,
sometimes Nimrod. Israel once worshipped Tammuz. Ezekiel
8:14. The teaching went around the world that the father
was the sun (Nimrod) who propagated a son (Tammuz),
through a mother who was also worshipped.
It is the
beginning of the Trinity doctrine. It became one of the
mystery religions of Babylon, moved to Pergamos, and finally
to Rome in the Roman Catholic Church.

3.

(p18) In Genesis 12:1, God tells Abram to go to Canaan, but
this is not the first call; it is not recorded. Abram moved
with his father from Ur to Haran when Abram was 70. He
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stayed there un�l Terah died, which was five years later.
Genesis 11:31.32. Then God gave His call to Abram to go to
Canaan in Genesis 12:1. He was now 75. Gen 12:4. This
makes a difference to the count of 430 leaving Egypt.
Most texts say Israel arrived in Canaan 430 years later, such as
Exodus 12:40.41. Acts 7:6. Galatians 3:17. The original
promise was 400 years. It is from the birth of Isaac. The 430
years is from Abram’s call from Ur, when he was 70. This
makes up the extra thirty years.
Most people believe Israel was in Egyp�an bondage 400
years, however, this is not so. The Bible says they were in a
“strange land” for this length of time, but that the promise
would be in 400 years. Genesis 15:13. Perhaps the Hebrew
is clearer. Abraham was himself in Canaan 100 years, so this
is quite a big number to take from the 400.
Abraham and
his family were in Canaan a total of 215 years; their
descendants 94 years free in Egypt; and their descendants 116
years in bondage. This adds up to 425. This is taken from the
�me Abraham left Haran. The da�ng of the 430 is taken from
God’s first call to Abram from Ur of the Chaldees. The date of
the Exodus is usually given as 1146BC.

4.

(p21) Exodus 14:21. The text appears to say the east wind
blew all that night, but God would not have His people
walking against a head wind on their escape. He made it as
easy as possible. If you put the words ‘by a strong east wind’
in brackets, then you can read the verse correctly. Israel
crossed the Red Sea that night, and pharaoh and his soldiers
were drowned in it that morning, as the text shows. Exodus
14:30.
The Red Sea is not deep at the point of the crossing, as there
is a ‘land bridge’ not far below the surface. It is a natural
‘bridge’, probably caused by sand being washed into the sea
from the beach through the wadi, most likely as a runoff from
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the flood. Not being deep at this point, the bank is gentle
and Israel could descend with ease. Either side of the ‘bridge’
is very deep. See more at www.arkdiscovery.com

5.

(p22) Unleavened Bread is one of the feasts of Israel. I have
personally believed the Israelites crossed the Red Sea on the
last day of Unleavened Bread, 21st Abib (Nissan) for many
years. Others appear to believe it too. James Usshur wrote,
The crossing of the Red Sea “…happened on the twenty first
day of the first month on the last day of the feast of
Unleavened Bread, as appointed by God. This is the
general opinion of the Jews and is in accordance with
known facts.” The Annals of the World. Vol 1 p39. Keith
Hunt on his website says, “I maintain the Feast of
Unleavened Bread is to memorialize the moving from
Rameses on the 15th (should be 14th) and whatever
number of days it took to get out of the physical land of
Egypt
The number 7 represents completion.”
www.keithhunt.com Herbert Armstrong on his website says,
“Tradition has it that the miraculous opening of the Red
Sea and the completion of the Israelites' escape from
slavery took place before dawn on the seventh and last
day of the feast Feast of Unleavened Bread. Then, on
the daylight part of this annual holy sabbath, there was
great rejoicing in celebration of their complete delivery
from bondage in Egypt (Ex. 15:1-21).” Bible Hub says, “The
Jewish tradition is that the Red Sea was crossed on the
night of the 21st of Nissan (Abib) is therefore
conceivably, a true one.” h�p://biblehub.com

6.

(p23) I personally knew Ron Wya�, and have also friends who
have dived at Nuweiba many times. On one occasion my
husband was with them, and he phoned me on his mobile
(cell) phone from the beach at Nuweiba. He wanted to dive,
but when he went for his diving examina�on, although he
passed, they refused to give it due to his age. So he sat on the
beach and paddled in the water talking to me!
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7.

(p39) The picture is not the rock at Kadesh, but at Horeb,
however, according to my friends, they are very similar.
Apparently it can be seen on Google Earth, as can the rock at
Horeb. I have not found it yet.

8.

(p54) On the Sabbath day everything is to rest, “… thou shalt
not do any work, thou, not thy son, nor thy daughter, thy
manservant, nor thy maidservant, nor thy cattle, nor the
stranger that is within thy gates.” Exodus 20:8-11.
Today we are over the 6000 years from crea�on, but the
prophe�c ‘week’ only relates to sin. Obviously Adam and Eve
did not sin for some years.
As God is the time-keeper, we
know He will not be late for this great 7000-year Sabbath rest
for the earth. The important thing for us as individuals is to
surrender to Jesus and keep His commandments that we
might be with those who are in heaven during the millennium,
as the earth will then be an unpopulated wilderness.
The creation week was a normal week, not 1000 years each
day. This is clear by the Hebrew word ‘yom’ (meaning day)
having a number beside it (first day, second day etc, is always
a twenty-four-hour day. However, Psalm 90:4 and 2 Peter 3:8
both say that to God 1000 years is as one day.
The Sanhedrin Talmud states – “Six thousand years shall
the world exist, and one (thousand, the seventh), it shall
be desolate, as it is written… ‘For a thousand years in
thy sight are but as yesterday when it is past’.” Shachter J
freedman, H & Epstein I. Soncino Press 97a & 97b 1987.

9.

(p55) The first applica�on of this prophecy refers to Babylon,
also a fierce and swift na�on (Habakkuk 1:6.7.8), but its
greater fulfilment is pagan Rome.

10.

(p60) The Canon was written in Greek and translated into
Arabic, Persian, Hebrew and La�n, becoming the textbook of
astronomic knowledge both in the East and in Europe. It
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retained that high post for almost fourteen centuries un�l the
�me of Copernicus, the birth of modern astronomy.
11.

(p60) Some people make the decree of Artaxerxes in his 7th
year the second decree in 458BC. This then makes the
request of Nehemiah to go to Jerusalem in the 20th year of
Artaxerxes the third decree, in 444BC.
But when Nehemiah gained leave of absence from his work as
cup bearer, he requested le�ers from the king for a number
of people to supply materials for the building of the walls and
gates of Jerusalem, as they had not been finished. Nehemiah
2:1-8. These letters were not a decree.
More importantly, if you use the date 444BC as the start of
the 70 weeks, it means Jesus was crucified in AD45, which is
incorrect. No, Jesus was bap�sed in AD27 and crucified in
AD31, thus the star�ng date was 457BC.

12.

(p63) The Diaspora began long before the first century. It
was ongoing from the �me Assyria conquered Samaria. Some
remained in the city, but many were sca�ered throughout the
Middle East. During the sieges of Nebuchadnezzar, some fled
to Egypt, and although the majority were taken to Babylon,
the remainder escaped to other countries.

13.

(p68) Jesus’ name in Hebrew is Yeshua. It is not Yahshua as
some believe. It is the same name as Joshua and can be spelt
Yehoshua. These two spellings are interchangeable in the
Bible, but we have accepted Yeshua as the name for Jesus. It
means ‘salva�on’. ‘He will save them from their sins’. The
actual Hebrew word for salvation is yeshua, which is
wonderful when reading Old Testament verses in Hebrew.
For example: Exodus 15:2 - “He is become my yeshua….”
Psalm 62:2 - “He only is my rock and my yeshua…” Psalm
70:4- “Love thy yeshua…” Psalm 35:9. “shall rejoice in his
Yeshua.”

14.

(p72) Abib was the name given to the first month, but it was
changed to Nissan in Babylon, and this was retained. So we
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will use the current name, except when quo�ng Exodus. The
spelling varies. Some write Nissan, others Nisan. In Judaism
this happens a lot. Any spelling appears acceptable.
15.

(p75) For Israel, a new day begins at sunset and ends at
sunset. It is important to always remember this when looking
at dates and times in the Bible, otherwise there will be
confusion. Palm Sunday was the 9th Abib and when the sun
set that evening, it became the 10th. In our calendar it would
be the 9th and Sunday night. But for a Jew, sunset began
Monday 10th.

16.

(p80) On the Monday when Jesus cleansed the temple, He
called it ‘My house’ (My Father’s house), but at the end of His
ministry He called it ‘your house’. He was leaving.

17.

(p81) The disciples understood that ‘the holy place’ was

18.

(p89) Barabbas was a dangerous convicted criminal. His
name means ‘son of the father’. ‘bar’ – son, and ‘abba’ –
father. Jesus is also Son of the Father, but the sinless One.

19.

(p90) Golgotha is an Aramaic word – Gol Goatha, meaning
‘place of execution’. It was where a skull face was in the

not in the temple itself (although the first apartment was
called the ‘holy place’), but a certain distance outside
the city walls. This had been designated holy from the
days of Nehemiah a�er men from the coastal city of Tyre
camped at the city walls wai�ng for the Sabbath to close
so they could sell their wares.

cliff.
20.

(p91) It is true Israel had rejected and condemned the
Messiah, and it is true Rome had put Him on the cross, but it
is not true that Israel or Rome took His life. Jesus’ sacrifice
was voluntary. He lay down His life for not only the Jewish
na�on, but for Rome, and the whole world.
It is true there are s�ll 3 ½ years of the ‘seventy weeks’. As
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with the leaving of the shekhinah glory, Israel’s probation
closed progressively. Messiah had left the temple and it no
longer had any glory. The priesthood had lost its meaning,
and when Jesus died, it was finished. The covenant was null
and void. Proba�on was closed forever. During the last 31/2
years, the gospel would be given exclusively to the Jews, but
then it would go to the Gen�les.
21.

(p92) A solar eclipse needs a new moon. Passover was a full
moon. The Reforma�on Study Bible states, “This was a
supernatural darkness.” https://en.wikipedia.org. In his
witness, Lucian (4th century) tes�fied of the darkness that
covered the cross at the �me of Christ’s crucifixion. He
appealed to the heathen, “Search your writings and you
shall find that, in Pilate’s time, when Christ suffered, the
sun was suddenly withdrawn and a darkness followed.”
Eusebius, quoted in ‘The Annals of the World’. James Ussher.
p822.
Johannes de Sacrobosco wrote, in his ‘The Sphere of the
World’, “… the eclipse was not natural, but rather
miraculous and contrary to nature.”
Bartlett (2008)
p68.69.
At the same �me in Nicaea Bithynia, where the Council of
Nicaea took place in AD325, Eusebius wrote, “There was a
defection of the sun: Bithynia was shaken with an
earthquake, and many houses fell down in the city of
Nicea.” Nicaea has a historical background for the Trinity
doctrine.
At the Council of Nicaea, powerful men had an agenda to
vote on a creed that was altered to fit their own belief to
which others could not agree. When the word homoosiuswas
suggested to add to the proposed creed, it was readily added,
simply because it stopped other men from accep�ng the
creed. The word homoosiusmeans consubstan�al, meaning
the ’same’ substance, not similar, but the same in the sense of
being in actual fact one being. The vote was taken that the
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Son of God was co-equal and co-eternal with the Father,
eternally begotten and without beginning, yet s�ll the Sonof
God the Father. God was believed to be one being, although
two Persons. It changed Chris�an history. In AD381 at the
Council of Constan�nople, the Holy Spirit was voted to also be
co-eternal, co-equal and consubstan�al with the Father and
the Son, making three co-eternal Persons, but one God – One
in three Persons -- 1+1+1=1.
The whole argument about the Trinity began with Arius, a
priest in Alexandria Egypt, and his superior, Bishop Alexander.
Was the Son eternally begotten, or was He begotten at some
point in eternity? Arius insisted that if the Son was eternally
begotten, He was not bego�en at all.
The council banished Arius, although he was not a delegate,
but was called at times for ques�oning. When the vote was
taken, 314 voted YES to accept the creed as it now stood with
the Greek word and its meaning. Two voted NO, they were
banished. Two died during the council, but they were added
to the YES votes, making the total -- YES – 316. NO – 2.
The doctrine of the Trinity is an a�ack on the Sonship of
Christ. Almost all churches believe in the Trinity and woe to
anyone who doesn’t believe it. Arius did not have everything
right, but he was correct in believing God’s Son was actually
born of God the Father at a point of �me in eternity. His
enemies charged him with believing the Son was created, but
in his songs, Arius used the word ‘created’ and ‘made’ to
mean ‘bego�en’. He used them interchangeably.
Arius is s�ll regarded as a non-Chris�an, and those who agree
with him are accused of being non-Chris�ans as well. It is the
same attack as the Jewish council condemning Jesus for
saying He was the Son of God and it will con�nue to the end.
Satan hates God’s Son with a passion, as it was He who cast
him out of heaven. Revela�on 12:7-9. It is so sad because He
really was God’s Son. See website for the historical details on
this subject: www.Nicaeaandtheworld.com
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22.

(p94)The veil between the holy and most holy place was very
ornate with beau�fully woven gold thread of angels. It was a
“hand-breadth” thick (according to the Mishnah). It is
interes�ng that Caiaphas tore his robe and he disqualified his
priesthood. Now God tears the veil, portraying the end of the
temple services.

23.

(p95) These two men were elderly so it is certain they would
have had some younger men with them to help take Jesus’
body from the cross and to the garden tomb. You can see the
extra cu�ng out of the grave, obviously for a taller man.

24.

(p96) The ‘old covenant’ from Sinai was never meant to last
forever. It would end at the cross. Its services were all in
type, such as animal sacrifices, sinful priests who needed to
offer sacrifices for their own sins, priests who died,
ceremonies and feasts that would be fulfilled, physical
cleansing that represented spiritual cleansing. There was no
problem with the moral law, it was the basis of the covenant,
but the people refused to obey God and keep His law.

25.

(p104) I have called the first six feasts salvational because a
person could s�ll be forgiven, but after Yom Kippur, there was
no forgiveness, just the rejoicing of being forgiven. Of course,
the year begins again, once Tabernacles is over. Levi�cus
17:11. The fact that the last salvational feast was in the
seventh month is also prophe�c. Seven is a number in Bible
numerics that means ‘complete, finished, end’. You will find
many sevens in Revelation, the book about the end. So for
the judgment to be in the seventh month in Israel was to
denote ‘the end’. The first of God’s two heavenly judgments
would begin in the 7th Jewish month, and it did -- in 1844. The
Jewish Day of Atonement fell on October 22.

26.

(p104) The word ‘ceremonial’ when referring to the sabbath
is simply to designate the difference between the moral
Sabbath of the fourth commandment and the sabbath that
fell any day of the week during the feast days. The
ceremonial sabbaths were not as strict as the 7th-day
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Sabbath, but were s�ll holy days. After speaking of the
sabbaths of the feasts, Moses told Israel to keep them holy,
“Besides the Sabbaths of the Lord, and beside your gifts,
and beside all your vows...” Levi�cus 23:38. This clearly
dis�nguishes between the yearly ceremonialsabbaths and the
weekly moral Sabbaths of the Lord, but both were to be kept
holy.
The ceremoniallaw would never have been given if the moral
had never been broken. The ceremonial law shows in type
how to be saved when the moral law is broken. In Israel, all
laws were seen as part of the 613 laws, however, it is vital the
difference is seen so that when the New Testament says the
law is void, or passed away, we do not think it is the moral
law. That will never become void or pass away. It is the
divine standard for the whole of the universe. It is God’s
character and to do away with the moral law is to do away
with God Himself. The two laws can never be blended
together; they are different laws. This cannot be emphasised
enough as men and women in the Chris�an world have
confused the two with disastrous results.
27.

(p105) At the creation, the Father and His Son had created
the world in six days, and on the seventh day, they rested, for
“on the seventh day God ended his work which he had
made; and he rested on the seventh day from all his
work… And God blessed the seventh day, and sanctified
it: because that in it he had rested from all his work
which God created and made.” Genesis 2:2.3. The work
was “very good”, and it was a pleasant rest. Genesis 1:31. He
rested in the joy of His completed work.
The rest of God and His Son was to sanc�fy the day and make
it an example for us, and it was included in the Ten
Commandments. “Remember the Sabbath day to keep it
holy. Six days shalt thou labour, and do all thy work, but
the seventh day is the Sabbath of the Lord thy God; in it
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though shalt not do any work, thou, nor thy son, nor thy
daughter, thy manservant, nor thy maid-servant, nor thy
cattle, nor thy stranger that is within thy gates, for in six
days the Lord made heaven and earth, the sea, and all
that in them is, and rested the seventh day: wherefore
the Lord blessed the Sabbath day, and hallowed it.”
Exodus 20:8-11.
This was a reminder of creation, not evolution. God’s Son
was the active agent in crea�on, for “he spake, and it was
done; he commanded, and it stood fast.” Psalms 33:9.
Jesus said of Himself, “the Son of man is Lord even of the
Sabbath day.” Mar 12:8. He is God’s Word. “By the word
of the Lord were the heavens made; and all the host of
them by the breath of his mouth…” Psalm 33:6.
28.

(p106) Some people prefer to say the guilt of sins, or the
record of sins, go into the sanctuary. These are both correct,
however, the Bible speaks of sins in the sanctuary, so we are
using that language.
We usually think once the sin is
commi�ed and forgiven, it is gone. As far as forgiveness is
concerned, this is true, but the record of those sins remains
un�l the judgment. If a person does not pass the first
judgment, the record stays in the books un�l the second and
final judgment. The cleansing of the sanctuary was not a
physical cleansing, but a spiritual one.

29.

(p107) There is some controversy over the scapegoat. Most
believe he represents Jesus taking our sins away. But there is
also a belief that he represents Satan who bears the guilt of all
the sins he has caused God’s people to commit. This is not a
very popular belief for various reasons. Those who believe it
refers to Christ, believe He is suffering “without the gate.”
Hebrew 13:12. Also Leviticus 16:10 says Azazel is presented
before the Lord “to make an atonement with him”, which
appears it could not be Satan.
Those who see the scapegoat as Satan believe that true
atonement is only through the Lord’s goat and that Azazel
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represents the end of the conflict of sin. As the feasts are
also prophe�c, portraying future events, they see that the
ac�on of the priest rela�ng to the scapegoat as pu�ng an end
to sin before sending it away to the wilderness (Lev 16:22 – a
land not inhabited), and that this parallels the sins of the
righteous being placed on Satan at the close of proba�on and
him being bound at the end of the world, which will then be a
‘land not inhabited’.
When studying the whole subject rela�ng to types, an�types
and the lineup of future events, you realise that the sins have
been transferred from the sinner, to the innocent animal, to
the blood, to the priest, to the sanctuary, and then on the day
of cleansing, they are confessed on the live goat to be taken
out into the wilderness to perish with the goat. Satan does
not die for the sins of Israel. He dies for his own sins as well
as the sins of the saved he was involved in, and he is punished
for that involvement.
Rela�ng the type to the anti-type, Christ in the heavenly
sanctuary is offering His shed blood for the saints, and when
proba�on closes, He will transfer the sins to Satan who will
roam the earth without anyone to tempt for one thousand
years. Immediately after, at the second death, with the sins
s�ll upon him, he will suffer not only for his own sins, but for
the sins he caused the righteous to commit, and he will die
carrying all those sins. Certainly not as atonement for the
saints, as they will already be saved and in the kingdom of
God.
There are a number of understandings of Azazel among the
Jews. Some believe it is a place or a mountain. Others believe
it is the proper name for the devil. “The Hebrew word
8:61 .veL( hkanaT eht ni semit ruof srucco hcihw ,עזאזל
x1; Lev. 16:10 x2; Lev. 16:26 x1), is the proper name of a
fallen angel, i.e. an evil spirit/ demon.”

h�ps://hermeneu�cs.stackexchange.com/ques�ons/5032/what-does-azazel-meanin-levi�cus-168
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One commentary stated, “Now the Torah has absolutely
forbidden the acceptance of gods and all worship to
them.
However, the Holy One, blessed be He,
commands us on Yom ha-Kippurim (the Day of
Atonement) that we should release a goat in the
wilderness, to the ‘prince’ who rules over wastelands, and
this (goat) is fitting for it, for he is its master, and
destruction and waste emanate from his power, which in
turn is the cause of the stars of the sword, wars, quarrels,
wounds, plagues, division and destruction…, Also in his
portion are the devils called “destroyers” in the language
of our rabbis, and in the language of our scriptures,
“se’irim” (demons).” Commentary on Lev. 16:8, Rabbi Moshe
ben Nachman to Rabbi Ibn Ezra concerning the meaning of the
word עזאזל.
Rabbi Avraham Ibn Ezra wrote in his commentary on Levi�cus
16:8. “But there is no need (for this comment), for the
[goat] sent is not a sacrifice, since it is not slaughtered.
And if you can understand the secret of the word that is
after lzazo , you shall know the secret and the secret of
his name, for it has parallels in scripture…”
30.

(p110) The Hebrew for ‘days’ in Daniel 8:14 is ereb-boker
‘evening morning’, making one day. This links it to verse 26.
Daniel did not understand this part of the prophecy rela�ng to
the �me. The Hebrew word ‘cleansed’ is tsadaq, which can
also be translated, ‘to be right, do justice, give him jus�ce,
jus�fied, vindicated, acquitted, properly restored, proved right
or righteous, and validated.’ All are correct, but for our study,
‘cleansed’ is the clearest.

31.

(p112) The word ‘chathak’ is important to understand the
connection between Daniel 8 and Daniel 9.
The word
‘determined’ must be ‘cut off’ from somewhere, and the only
place it can be is a larger number, the 2300 years. As the out213

come is a judgment, we cannot overlook it.
The word chathak is not used anywhere else in the Bible, so
we cannot do a word study comparison, however, other Bible
scholars have translated it the same way.
William Hales (A New Analysis of Chronology,1833, vol. 2,
p.517) came to this conclusion over a century ago:
“This chronological prophecy . . . was evidently designed
to explain the foregoing [chapter 8] vision, especially in
its chronological part of the 2300 days.
The 1832 edition of Gesenius gives the meaning
of chathak as ‘determine,’ ‘to destine,’ and in Chaldee ‘to
cut,’ ‘decide.’ The 1846 edition renders it ‘to cut’ ‘to
divide,’ also ‘to decree,’ ‘to determine.’ … These three
meanings—‘to cut,’ ‘to decide,’ and ‘to determine’—
appear in the ancient translations of the Old Testament
into Greek. The LXX (Septuagint), translated at
Alexandria, probably in the second century B.C.,
gives chathak in Daniel 9:24 as ekrithesan, i.e.,
‘adjudged,’ ‘determined.’ On the other hand, the Greek
translation made by Theodotion in the second century
A.D. (usually published in modern editions of the LXX)
renders chathak by sunetmethesan, to ‘cut off’, ‘cut
short’.” (See also Liddell and Sco�, Greek-EnglishLexicon,vol.
2, p. 1726.) The Vulgate uses the verb abbreviare, ‘to cut
short’. Hitzig renders it ‘appointed’; others, ‘destined’, or
‘appor�oned’.” www.sdanet.org
32.

(p113) When working out the 2300 years from the BC and AD
change-over, do not forget to account for the year 1BC and
1AD. As there are not two years 1, you must add another
year to the end. 457BC to 1844 will come out to 1843, but
with the extra year, it is 1844.

33.

(p113) If anyone does not have a record of faith and
forgiveness of sins to the end of their lives, Jesus will not be
able to stand for them, and the record of sin will be retained
un�l the next judgment. This is important to understand. A
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person may have accepted Christ, but did not con�nue in
faith, thus their record is incomplete.
Our works give
evidence of true faith, for “faith without works is dead.”
James 2:20.26.
Some Chris�ans think the cross is the only part of salva�on,
but this is not so. In Israel, a sinner must take his animal to
the temple to sacrifice. He must place his hands on the head
of the animal and confess his sin. Then he must cut the throat
of the innocent animal. The blood is taken by the priest
into the holy place of the sanctuary and sprinkled on the
altar of incense. “And the priest shall make an atonement
for his sin that he hath committed, and it shall be forgiven
him.” Levi�cus 4:35. Likewise, Christ our high priest, must
present His blood in the heavenly sanctuary before we can be
forgiven. The work of the priest is paramount. Christ does
not present actual blood, but the evidence of the nail prints in
His hands.
34.

(p114) Once this decree goes forth from God, no one else can
be saved. The saved are saved and the lost are lost. It is
final.

35.

(p115) There will be no ‘le� behind’ people alive after Jesus
has taken His faithful ones with Him to the New Jerusalem.
We either go with Jesus to heaven, or we die. The danger is
that if we believe the rapture takes all the Chris�ans to
heaven prior to the time of trouble and leaves others alive,
and it turns out they are still here when trouble really begins,
there will be utter confusion. And during the tribula�on of
that time, “such as never was” (Daniel 12:1), there will not
be �me to learn. We must study the subject NOW and
understand the truth of God’s Word. It won’t be silent either.
2 Peter 3:10.
The first part of the time of trouble (when the plagues are
poured out) is also called Jacob’s trouble. “Alas! For the day
is great, so that none is like it: it is even the time of
Jacob’s trouble.” Jeremiah 30:7.
Jacob’s sins had been
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confessed and forgiven, but he was afraid. When he realised
he was wrestling with God’s Son, he asked to be blessed, and
to confirm the blessing his name was changed to Israel, “a
prince for thou hast power with God.” Genesis 32:24-32.
During Jacob’s trouble a�er proba�on has closed, God’s
faithful people will have had all their sins confessed and
forgiven, but they will be anxious about their relationship with
God. The judgment has been completed, and their sins
wiped out from the books of heaven, but they are fearful. The
judgment also erased sins from their minds, and although
they are fearful as to whether they have confessed
everything, specific sins cannot be remembered. The feeling
is of being unworthy, knowing they are sinners. In actual
fact, they are now saved from sin and all they need is a new
immortal body of righteousness, which Jesus will give them
when He returns. This will be in a very short �me from the
close of probation, possibly in two weeks.
36.

(p115) The judgment that began in 1844 is an inves�gation
into the records of the saints, not of those who have never
named Christ as their Saviour. Peter tells us that “the time is
coming that judgment must begin at the house of God:
and if it first begin at us, what shall the end be of them
that obey not the gospel of God?” 1 Peter 4:17. This is a
serious question.
The Bible refers to the verdict of a judgment for Israel when
the destroying angels began “with the ancient men”. Ezekiel
9:6. This judgment would have begun with Abel, the first
believer to die.
Some Chris�ans think believers will not be judged, but this is
not so. “It is appointed unto men to die, but after this the
judgment.” Hebrews 9:27. “We must all appear before the
judgment seat of Christ; that every one may receive the
things done in his body, according to that he hath done,
whether it be good or bad.” 2 Corinthians 5:10. These
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words are similar to Solomon’s wise counsel in Ecclesiastes
12:13.14.
But there will also be a judgment for the lost. Of course God
knows who will be saved and who will be lost, but He has the
whole universe to consider. In the end, no one will be able to
say God missed something. We will all be absolutely certain
jus�ce has been done.
37.

(p115) Some Christians prefer other transla�ons than the King
James, especially for this verse. They say, “wash our robes”
is correct, instead of “keep the commandments”.
Apparently the Greek word is very similar and the text could
be either. Both are acceptable as both are true. Both are
essen�al. If we do not surrender to Jesus and be washed in
the blood, we will have our part in the lake of fire. If we do
not confess our sins, we will have our part in the lake of fire.
If we do not keep the commandments we will have our part in
the lake of fire.
It is Jesus who saves, of that there is no question, but without
obedience together with our faith, we will be lost. Faith
works. Revela�on 22:14 is no different to Revelation 14:12.
Keeping the commandments is essen�al, although it is not our
salvation – Jesus is.
James illustrates faith and obedience in his epistle and says it
is works that makes faith perfect. “Faith without works is
dead.” James 2:20.26. Many believe in God, but they do
nothing about it. This is not faith. Therefore it is important
the judgment look at our works to see if our faith was genuine
and whether we claimed the blood of Jesus for cleansing and
forgiveness.

38.

(p118) The tomb displayed by the Garden Tomb authori�es
was found by General Gordon in the 1800s. He believed it
was the tomb owned by Joseph of Arimathea, and since that
�me it has been hailed as such. There is certainly much
evidence for it – it is in a garden, close to skull hill, had a great
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stone in front of it, metal from a Roman rod at the side.
39.

(p119)Ron and his sons found many artefacts while searching
for the ark of the covenant – small oil lamps, a pomegranate
(which Ron donated to the Jerusalem An�quities Museum),
coins with Tiberius Caesar’s face on it, and many others.

40.

(p123) The Jews don’t actually need the ark of the covenant
to operate sanctuary services. Herod’s temple did not have
the ark of the covenant. Behind the veil was a chair and
nothing else. Only the high priest and select other priests
knew there was no ark in the temple. However, if they had
the ark back again, it would be something to rejoice about,
and it would encourage them to begin to build the temple.
But the temple will never be built again. There is no need, as
the supreme sacrifice has been offered and no sacrifices are
needed ever again. The Jews will never have the ark either. It
will stay protected by God in the chamber un�l the return of
Christ.

41.

(p125) I personally saw Ron speaking about the subject and
can tes�fy to his great emotion when he spoke of the blood. I
was the cook for the men of his team in Ballarat when he took
a series of mee�ngs in Australia, and saw first-hand his
gratefulness to God for giving him the privilege of finding the
ark of the covenant. Si�ng around the meal table was such a
blessing as Ron often told experiences he did not reveal in his
public mee�ngs.
Men who Ron was acquainted with tried to find the tunnel,
but something always happened to them. One of the
an�qui�es men went into the tunnel, but his back collapsed
and he vowed he would never do that again.
Some years later, a Jewish group organised for six priests to
enter the tunnel to take the ark of the covenant. A long time
elapsed and those waiting at the entrance became worried.
Ron happened to be in Jerusalem and was happy to help them
out. He went into the tunnel and halfway through he found
218

them all dead. No one else would go in, so they brought body
bags for Ron to place each man on a bag and drag it out to the
entrance where other men took them to the hospital.
On examina�on, they found they had all died of a brain
haemorrhage. This event made others fearful of a�emp�ng
anything.
Today the Israeli authori�es deny knowing about the ark.
The An�quities Department says they have never heard of
Ron.
However, he was photographed
with Dan Bahat, a former head
of the An�qui�es Department.
This photograph has been made
public.

wwww.arkdiscovery.com
Ron and Dan Bahat

The Israeli government is afraid to have the ark’s whereabouts
disclosed, as they know what will happen. When men tried
to place a capstone for the third temple on the Temple
Mount, there was a clash, and people died.
There are Jews who are anxious to have the temple rebuilt,
and will almost do anything to get rid of Islam from the
mount. They have found a capstone and cannot wait for the
temple to be built. Other orthodox Jews are so dedicated,
they will not even step on the Temple Mount because they
have not been ritually cleansed. If any Jew even looks like he
is praying on the mount, he will be arrested by Islamic
authori�es. Pomegranates or bells from the temple cannot be
taken up the mount.
The account of the discovery of the ark of the covenant in this
book is taken from a record of the find by Mary Nell Wya�,
Ron’s wife at the �me, recorded on www.arkdiscovery.com
by Aaron, which is the official site for Ron’s two sons. Many
are upset with the man who runs Ron’s official site now,
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including
his
sons.
This
was
Ron’s
site:
www.wyattmuseum.com .
Other sites are: http://users.netconnect.com.au/~leedasby
Darren; Go youtube and put in ‘atenorforjesus’andyou can
see videos by Darren;
Ross Pa�erson has
www.anchorstone.com & www.covenantkeepers.co.uk;
www.anchorstone.comby Kevin; Jonathan Gray’s site is:
www.beforeus.com. Other sites are: www.bibleplus.org;
www.truediscoveries.org;
www.throneofgod.com;
www.youtube.com/watch?v=-pwhmeLEOr8 by Swedish
scien�st Lennart Moller.
42.

(p126) Ron did make this information public, but he did not
provide the laboratory evidence. He said it is in the chamber
and will be brought out when the Ten Commandments are
revealed. Many say they cannot believe this find because
there is no evidence, but if you analyse all Ron’s
archaeological finds, and can see the evidence for them, you
will believe he spoke the truth about finding the ark of the
covenant. He never changed his story, even on his deathbed.
Ron’s sons have made audio tapes of their time in Jerusalem
with their Dad and these reveal details that confirm the
testimony of their father.
Others cannot accept that the blood was alive. After all, it is
2000 years old. However, we need to remember that Jesus
has always been divine and He took upon His divinity human
flesh. That did not change His divinity. He was s�ll
omnipresent, omnipotent, omniscient, and immortal in His
divinity. His flesh was mortal, otherwise He could not die.
But as the “life is in the blood”, Jesus had immortal life in His
blood. When He died, His heart stopped and also His brain.
The blood could not flow around his veins, but it maintained
its immortal quality. This is why Jesus did not begin to
corrupt while in the tomb. It does not mean He did not die,
nor does it mean He could think while dead. He was just as
dead as any other human person, and needed to rely on His
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Father to call Him from the grave at the appropriate moment.
Then He could be resurrected with an immortal glorified body.
This is all an amazing wonder, but it is true.
43.

(p129) The difference in the da�ng is broken up through-out
history, varying between five years and over 100. This means
that the birth of Abraham, calculated in Judaism as 1948 years
from crea�on, is false.

44.

(131)The Seder Olam depicts Medo-Persia as lasting 53 years,
rather than 207 years. This gap places Daniel’s prophecy at
the time of Simon bar Kokhba, declared to be Messiah by
Rabbi Akiva ben Joseph, the foremost Jewish scholar during
those years.
Rabbi Simon Schwab, who died in 1995, was an Orthodox
rabbi and communal leader in Germany and the United
States. He wrote a book en�tled ‘Comparative Jewish
Chronology’, where he admitted there were discrepancies.
Modern Jewish scholars acknowledge these discrepancies,
saying it “can hardly be doubted”.
Schwab stated, “It should have been possible that our
Sages – for some unknown reason – had ‘covered up’ a
certain historic period and purposely eliminated and
suppressed all records and other material pertaining
thereto. If so, what might have been their compelling
reason of so unusual a procedure? Nothing short of a
Divine command could have prompted… those saintly
‘men of truth’ to leave out completely from our annals a
period of 165 years and to correct all data and historic
tables in such a fashion that the subsequent
chronological gap could escape being noticed by
generations, known to a few initiates only who were dutybound to keep the secret to themselves.” Quoted from
‘Comparative Jewish Chronology’ p188. (New York. NY. Rabbi
Samson Rachael Hirsch Publica�on Society. Philipp Felheim
Inc. 1962) Quoted in The Annals of the World by James
Ussher.
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Rabbi Schwab is only referring to the period between the
destruction of the first temple and 423BC after the event, and
not the date of creation. Other discrepancies are placed
before this time. The Seder Olam depiction of the kingdom of
Persia las�ng 53 years, rather than 207 years, is a huge
difference and all known events must be crammed into the
shorter time.
45.

(p135) These two verses are not translated as we are used to
in the Jewish Messianic Bible. Instead of being ‘pierced’, in
Psalm 22, it says, “Like a lion, they are at my hands and
my feet.” The Hebrew word is ka-ari, from karah-- ‘as a lion:
will ‘dig, make, open, pierce.’ And in Zechariah it says, “And
they shall look unto Me because they have thrust him
through.” The Hebrew word is dagar and it means ‘pierce,
thrust through, wound.’ Obviously the words are chosen to
keep minds from seeing Yeshua as the Messiah.
In the New Testament, John quotes Zechariah correctly,
“…they shall look on him whom they pierced.” Zechariah
12:10. John 19:37. He also writes in Revela�on 1:7, “… every
eye shall see him, and they also which pierced him…”
The apostles are clear about the true transla�on, but sadly the
Jewish people have been kept from the truth.

46.

(p137) Mark 11:13 says “for the time of figs was not yet.” It
seems wrong of Jesus to expect fig on the tree if it was not
�me for figs yet. The truth is that in certain places some figs
came early, and the fact that the tree was covered with leaves
told Jesus it already had figs on it. But there were none. In
other words there was a pretension, but no fruit. This was
Israel’s leaders - Pharisees, Saduccees, scribes, lawyers,
Levites, priests and rulers – all had a beau�ful appearance,
but they lacked the fruit of good works through faith.

47.

(p138) If we understand Job’s message correctly, we will see
that once a person dies, there is no more involvement with
the living. “The living know they shall die, but the dead
know not anything.” Ecclesiastes 9:5. They do not have any
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48.

part in the land of the living, visi�ng families or friends, or
even praising God. Their memory is perished, also love,
hatred and envy, it has all turned to dust. Ecclesiastes
9:5.6.10. Genesis 3:19.
So there is no hope for that person to do anything or go
anywhere – un�l the resurrection. The soul is not immortal,
as only God has immortality. 1 Timothy 1:17. 6:15.16. 1
Corinthians 15:54. God created man as a ‘soul’, or ‘living
being’. He was not given a soul. Genesis 2:7. This is an
important subject to understand, as it affects many other
subjects.
(p142) ReWalk - a bionic walking assistance system, robo�c
guidance system for spine surgery, much in chemistry and
physics, world’s smallest video camera, Pillcam - imaging the
intes�nal tract; much in medicine and economics;
biotechnology – nanowire, 1000 x thinner than human hair;
world’s smallest DNA compu�ng machine system; much in
theore�cal computer science, much in computer hardware –
USB flash drive, electronic dic�onary, laser keyboard; much in
computer and mobile software – Viber, Mobileye, OrCam My
Eye, Waze - a GPS-based geographical naviga�on for
smartphones; much in defense; much in agriculture and
breeding – hybrid cucumber seeds, melons, grain cocoons,
biological pest control; energy – super iron battery; consumer
goods and appliances – removing hair mechanically, Wonder
Pot – baking on stovetop; Games – Mastermind, Guess Who?
Plus - jeans, lipstick ballpoint pen, contracep�ves, instant
coffee, remote control, traffic lights, the atomic bomb, virtual
reality, nuclear chain reactor, long playing record, sound
movies, videotape, colour television, instant photography,
holography, theory of rela�vity, discount stores, pawn shops,
shopping cart, polio vaccine, radiation, chemotherapy, dialysis
machine, defilbrillator, cardiac pacemaker, laser technology,
Google, FAX, microphone, gramophone, micro-processing
chip, optical fiber cable, cellular technology, videotape
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recorder, drip irriga�on, scale model electric trains, the pager,
walkie-talkie, refrigerated railroad car, incandescent lamp,
Kodachrome film, the blimp, adding machine, stainless steel,
tapered roller bearings, and much more.
49.

(p144) Quote

50.

(p157) One historian says of Josephus that his history was
wri�en as Titus would have liked him to write it, rather than
what actually happened. Another historian Sulpicius Severus
(apparently based on Tacitus’ lost history) said that Titus
ordered the destruction of the temple. It is difficult to know
the truth. Titus had held a council to determine the fate of
the temple on the 9th Av, and the fire began the next day, the
10th Av. It is interes�ng that this date corresponds to the
same date (of the 10th Av) when Nebuchadnezzar destroyed
the first temple. The Jewish advisors of Titus would have
made him aware of this fact.

from

website

by

Jews

for

Jesus:

h�ps://jewsforjesus.org/publications/issues/issues-v02-n05/the-rabbisddilemma-a-look-at-isaiah-53/ ‘The Rabbi’s Dilemma – A look at Isaiah 53.’

51. (p159) The sepulchre was sealed with the Roman seal across
the great stone, and a metal rod was placed on one side of it.
This would prevent anyone rolling the stone across, unless
they took out the metal rod. Today the stone is not there
(but lying on its side a li�le further away, where Ron found it),
and the rod has been sheared off. The angel who rolled back
the stone obviously did not take the metal rod out, and so it
was sheared off by the rolling of the stone.
Part of the metal is s�ll in the
rock wall of the sepulchre and
this has been analysed for its
metal proper�es. It was found
to be iron from the first
century. This is wonderful
confirmation that the sepulchre
did have the body of Jesus in it
for three days.
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www.wyattmuseum. com

52.

(p166) At the last supper, Jesus had promised to comfort
His disciples, but His words were difficult for the them to
understand. He would pray to His Father, “that all may be
one, as thou Father, art in me, and I in thee, that they
also may be one is us...” John 17:21.
To do this He would send the Comforter and manifest Himself
to the disciples, but not to the world. Gramma�cally, this was
spoken in both third person and first person. The ‘Comforter’
is third person,but the following words are first person.“… he
that loveth me shall be loved of my Father, and I will love
him, and will manifest myself to him.” John 14:21.
And again, “If any man love me, he will keep my words:
and my Father will love him, and we will come unto him,
and make our abode with him.” John 14:22.23.
These
words are first person.
The following is third person,as if Jesus is speaking of another.
“The Comforter, which is the Holy Ghost, whom the
Father will send in my name, he shall teach you all
things….” John 14:26. (Also third person, John 12:34)
“Even the Spirit of truth; whom the world cannot receive,
because it seeth him not, neither knoweth him: but ye
know him; for he dwelleth with you, and shall be in you.”
John 14:17.
Judas (not Iscariot) partially understood Jesus’ words, and
asked, “Lord, how is it that thou wilt manifest thyself unto
us, and not unto the world?” John 14:22. If Jesus returned
as He was -- in the flesh -- the world would see Him. How
could He come that the world would not see Him?
Jesus was speaking spiritually. He would not return in the
same form, but in Spirit. It is by the Spirit that the Father and
the Son are one. They are not a mys�c trinity of one being,
made up of three persons -- 1 + 1 + 1 = 1.
There is an eternal Father who is the supreme God of the
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universe, and His beloved Son, begotten of Him at a point in
eternity. Paul made it clear when he compared the “many
gods” of the heathen with the true God. 1 Corinthians 8:6.
He said, “to us there is but one God, the Father, of whom
are all things, and we in him; and one Lord Jesus Christ,
by whom are all things, and we by him.” 1 Corinthians 8:6.
The holy Spirit is the Spirit of the Father. It “proceedeth from
the Father”, as He is the great Source of the Spirit.
John
15:26. Jesus receives it from His Father and He gives it to His
faithful ones. We do not know much about the nature of the
Spirit, except that it is the omnipresence of the Father and
Christ, giving them the ability to be anywhere they choose in
Spirit. It is through the Spirit that the Father is one with His
Son and the Son is one with His Father. They share the same
Spirit. Chris�ans are privileged to also share that Spirit.
53.

(p166) There is a teaching in Christendom that the last week
of Daniel’s prophecy of the ‘seventy weeks’ is cut off from the
rest of the weeks and placed at the end of �me, to become a
seven-year tribulation. This is completely false. There is no
hint that this ‘week’ is to be separated from the rest of the
prophecy. There will be a �me of tribulation, but there is no
set length of time given for it in Scripture, except for a
possible two weeks after probation closes. Prior to the close
of probation there will be a time of trouble where many
martyrdoms and imprisonment of believers in Christ will take
place. The teaching that the An�christ will arise and sit in the
Jewish temple is also false. The temple will never be built.
And the ‘church’ being raptured to heaven to leave the rest of
the world to be taught by the Jews, is also false. Prayer and
study is required to reveal truth.

54.

(p169) Among the well-known fruits and vegetables are a
number of new varieties – seedless cucumber, Galia melon,
spaghe� squash, seedless peppers, mini basil tree to mention
a few. A potato that can thrive in hot climates and irrigated
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with saltwater has been developed, as well as fish farming
with brackish warm water for raising marine fish and shrimp.
In 2010, Israel fresh exports totalled $1.33 billion and some
87% was exported to Europe. In United Kingdom supermarkets are Israeli avocado, sweet potato, tomatoes, galia
melon, peppers, chili, figs, strawberries, grapes, mango,
plums, pomegranate, lychees and nectarines.
55.

(p173) In Jewish thought, there is also a belief that the Beit
Ha’Mikdash (the third temple) will descend from heaven.
Rashi (Rabbi Solomon ben Isaac – Shlomo Yitzhaki) believed it
had “already been constructed by G-d and exists in the
heavenly realms, waiting for the time when it will
descend to the earth.” However, Rambam (Rabbi Moses
ben Maimon:- Maimonides) believed it would be constructed
by man, which would be a sign of the advent of Messiah.
www.chabad.org I have a Jewish children’s book of a father
telling his li�le girl that one day the whole earth would be
Israel and the Beis Ha’Mikdosh will descend from heaven to
rest on the Mount of Olives in Jerusalem. (Beis Ha’Mikdash is
the Ashkenazi dialect; Beit Ha’Mikdosh is Sephardi)

56.

(p173) The size of the New Jerusalem is debated in Chris�an
circles. Some believe the 1200 furlongs is 1380 miles on each
side, others that this is the circumference and it is therefore
approximately 360 miles on each side.
Another has
suggested that the Peshitta Aramaic text states it is 12 stadia,
and 1200 paces. A Greek Stadia is 185 metres, so the twelve
stadia dimension of each side is 2250 metres. Thus the
perimeter would be 9000 metres. We really do not know
which is right, but it is a very big city, room enough for all who
will make their decision to accept Jesus as their Saviour.

57. (p173) There are many verses rela�ng to the end�me that are
not in the order they will take place. It is similar to the
Messianic texts. They appear throughout the Old Testament,
but not in any particular order, and they suddenly appear in
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the middle of a passage that does not seem to be speaking of
Messiah. The Ba�le of Armageddon is not at Megiddo, but
the ba�le at Megiddo was a type of the endtime battle. Not
all points are to be fulfilled, but we can learn lessons.
Likewise Gog and Magog, and the Valley of Jehoshaphat. All
battles are against God’s faithful ones. Terrible things will
happen, with persecution and martyrdoms. However, the
battle will be STOPPED by the coming of Yeshua. Satan will
plan to begin again after the lost are resurrected. He begins
to convince the lost they can defeat the New Jerusalem, but
a�er the verdict of the judgment is given, the lost turn on
Satan, knowing he is the cause of it all.
58.

59.

(p173) This scene is like God’s first judgment on the

antediluvian world where there was one safe haven (the
ark) surrounded by water. In this second judgment there
will be one safe haven (the holy city) surrounded by fire.
(p180)Many other miracles could be sited. Eighteen Arab

men just sat in their truck and did not fire at the Israeli
soldiers who approached them. When asked why, they
said they could not move their arms. They had become
paralysed with fear. They were taken cap�ve by two
Israeli soldiers. A bomb landed on an Israeli explosive
truck parked in Jerusalem, and the Israeli soldiers feared
the worst, but it did not explode. In many well-armed
Arab towns the people held up their hands in surrender
and flew white flags from every window

60. (p182) These camps were in Poland, Germany Nether-lands,
Estonia, Czech Republic, Latvia, Servia, Italy, France, Belgium,
Austria, Belarus, Hungary, Lithuania, Croa�a, Ukraine, Norway
and Channel Islands.
61.

(p185) Please note that Paul speaks of two opposites – gi�
and wages, and life and death. Only those who truly receive
the gi� of God’s only begotten Son will receive life eternal.
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The lost will return back to the dust; they will not have life.
Life is living; death is dying and being dead. Ecclesiastes 9:5.6.
Psalm 146:4. Man is not an immortal soul; he doesn’t receive
a soul. Genesis 2:7. When man dies he turns back to dust.
Genesis 3:19. There is no ever-burning eternal hell or these
poor sufferers would need to have eternal life. Only God has
immortality. 1 Timothy 6:16. 2 Timothy 1:10. Only the saved
are given immortality. 1 Corinthians 15:51-56. Romans 2:7.
God barred the tree of life in Eden so that no one would be an
immortal sinner. Genesis 3:22-24.
This is an important subject you need to understand, and
there are many Bible references to make it clear so long as
you study the complete subject and look at the weight of
evidence. There will always be a few texts that seem to
contradict the final outcome. But as with a court, the ‘weight
of evidence’ will convict the criminal.
62.

(p191) The structures of Sodom and Gomorrah are made of
pure ash. When a piece is broken off and crushed with the
hand, it falls through the fingers like talcum powder. It was
very convincing, but Ron needed something else to �p the
scales of his thinking. But what? He had no idea. He just felt
he needed something for confirma�on. Other Bible students
said Sodom and Gomorrah were under the Dead Sea and
therefore could not be seen. Others said the five Moabite
ci�es to the east were Sodom were Gomorrah, Admah,
Zeboim and Bela, called Zoar. Deuteronomy 29:23.
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They certainly look like large buildings or walls. Ron kept
returning and exploring the ruins. There are streets clearly
running through the ‘buildlings’.
Ron was praying for that ‘something’ to truly convince him.
He wanted a definite answer.

Pictures - Various websites as listed in these Notes and Comments

Then it happened. One night it rained, a very rare occurrence
in that part of the world. Ron returned the next day to
discover hundreds of li�le balls of sulphur. The rain had
washed more ash away, revealing the brimstone balls.
(Brimstone is Sulphur)

This is my own little sulphur ball. It
was brought back by Jonathan Gray
and given to me. Many have been
brought back as evidence.
63.

(p192) It is true we are not under the law, or the “ministration
of death.” We are now free to obey, but we can choose to
disobey. 2 Corinthians 3:7.9. Jesus has paid our death penalty
for breaking the law. Are we going to con�nue in sin? Or as
Paul asks, “… that grace may abound?” Romans 6:1. His
answer, “God forbid.” Romans 6:2. If we keep sinning, we
“crucify… the Son of God afresh, and put him to an open
shame.” Hebrews 6:6.
The death of Jesus on the cross
upholds the law, it does not cancel it! Grace is extended to
us, and we do not deserve it. Jesus says to everyone who has
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received Him as their Saviour, “… neither do I condemn thee,
go and sin no more.” John 8:11.
Its precepts have a
profound simplicity, yet there is a depth beyond the finite
mind. “Thy commandment is exceeding broad.” Psalm
119:96. If the Spirit within is alone relied upon, there is a
great danger of manufacturing an obedience apart from the
will of God. In fact, many are living under a delusion that
their obedience is Scriptural, when in fact, it is plain
disobedience.
When we come to the Saviour, we are decreed to be
just/righteous without having kept the law. However, once we
are jus�fied, we will obey the law. Romans 6:1.2.16. 1 John
2:4. 3:6-10. Hebrews 13:20.21. James makes this clear by
saying that “by works a man is justified, and not by faith
only.” James 2:24. He is not contradic�ng Paul, but is making
it clear that works must accompany faith, because “faith
without works is dead.” James 2:18.20.26. Faith is ac�ve. In
other words, faith works.
64.

(p193) The Law of God was changed by the Roman Catholic
Church from Sabbath to Sunday. And the command not to
worship images was taken out, so the Sabbath becomes the
third commandment. They divided the 10th into two to make
ten. The RC Church is the Little Horn, the Man of Sin, the
Beast, the harlot woman. It is not a futuris�c man that will
come at the end. This is important because all the Evangelicals
are looking for a man to come, when that ‘man’ is here all the
�me. It is a succession of men – the popes of Rome. Study
Daniel 2 and then Daniel 7. They parallel, but Daniel 7 has the
Li�le Horn added to the chart.
Judaism has no definite understanding of the Messianic Age or
end�me events. Those who do a�empt to speak on the
subject quote past Rabbis, showing what one believed and
what another believed. In fact, there are so many ideas, it is
clear no one knows.
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65.

(p194) Although the surrendered person can look at the law
without condemnation, there must be an examination of self
every so o�en to make certain the life is in harmony with the
law. When there is no condemnation, there is no sin (Romans
4:15), however, if a person refuses to look at the law, there
will certainly be sin in the life. Some Chris�ans are living
adulterous rela�onships and jus�fying their ac�ons. The law
will condemn them, but while they refuse to look at it, they
will feel free from sin and its condemnation. Some are living
other types of relationships, and with public jus�fication, they
feel no condemnation. If the law is seen as bondage, it will
not be studied and the sin will con�nue without any
condemnation un�l it is too late. If a preacher says a dead
believer is in heaven, when the whole church knows the
person had been living in open sin, he is grossly mistaken. Not
only that, but he misleads the congregation into believing they
can sin and have heaven too. It is a lie of the devil. The fourth
commandment is especially seen as bondage in Christendom,
and if this is believed, they will never learn that the seventh
day is the Sabbath of the Lord. When the “mark of the
beast” takes place, they will experience the plagues with
eternal loss.
Every born again person s�ll has the “old man” to deal with,
even though legally ‘he’ has been put to death at the cross.
Romans 6:6. Gala�ans 2:20. Romans 7:21.23. If we go by our
senses, we will know he is alive, but if we remember that on
the cross that old man was put to death ‘in Christ’, and we will
refuse to allow him to have his sinful way. Romans 6:10.11.
There must be a con�nual death to self. This is the greatest
battle surrendered men and women must face. 1 Corinthians
15:31. We must “walk not after the flesh, but after the
Spirit”, not in sin, but in obedience. Romans 8:1-13.

66.

(p197) The Midrash compares the Mishkan as a whole to the
various human organs and body parts.
The beams

supporting the temple symbolised the ribs; the goats’
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hide symbolised the skin; the menorah symbolised the
mind and comprehension; the cherubim symbolised the
lungs; the ark of the covenant symbolised the heart.
These details and others: h�p://www.betemunah.org/mikdash.html
Not only do these rabbis believe the temple represents a
human body, but that it is a picture of the perfect man, the
Mashiach. In this they are correct.
The name Jew comes from Jacob and Leah’s fourth son, Judah
(Yehudah in Hebrew).
“According to the great Italian
Jewish commentator Rabbi Ovadia Sforno, Judah’s name
reflects intense holiness: it not only contains the letters of
God’s name, it also contains the root of hodu, the Hebrew
word for thanksgiving and praise.” h�p://aish.com/jw/s/
Deeper-Meaing-of-9-Common-Jewish-Words.html

The first person to be called a Jew (a Yehudi)was Mordechai.
Esther 3:4. However, Mordecai was a Benjaminite. Esther 2:5.
Why is he called a Yehudi? He was either of both tribes
through intermarriage, or he was called a Yehudi because he
rejected idolatry. The la�er is more likely, as anyone who
rejects idolatry is called a Yehudi. Megillah 12b.
Although Israel has lost its divineright to the land, the land has
been granted to them by the Balfour Declaration, and they
have that right. But the two should not be confused.
The debate over the land is a political issue and not a religious
one, and it is for human rights and legal rights that they can
fight for the place they call their home. But that right should
be based on the Balfour Declara�on and not the Bible.

233

shalom

“Y'va-reh-ch'cha Adonai v'yeesh-m'reh-cha,
Ya-air Adonai pa-nahv ay-leh-cha vee-chooneh-ka,
Yee-sa Adonai pa-nahv ay-leh-cha v'ya-same
l'cha Shalom.”

“The

LORD

bless

you

and

keep

you;

The LORD make His face shine upon you and
be gracious to you;
The LORD lift up His countenance upon you
and give you peace.”
Numbers 6:24-26.
h�p://allfaith.com/
Hebrew-streams.org
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